— — es — 


e = 


— — ——— A nN A oe Bie Te RO 


- ——— F 2-4 UE — 


j TU]m ;71æ ᷑ ——— — — —ü— ä ä—d 2 wea — 


— 


ALL,, . 


r Gs : : re BOO ?, 
| a 


Va AOS MO © 


The Le Dhl (cs fi heb, 2 “yf Habe, 


N 1 ly 


i ä ; 
N 
5 \) 


* I 
N 


nd ly 


N N e 


OAK KNOLL 


TON 
phical part of literature 
iswhat I love moft - 


g ta 


r,the bio 


3 
2 
2 
a 
< 
2 
a 
— 
1 


Ps 


sais | wage C Fond, e N 
ee e ,,, 
05 , ,, 
— 


* 
sere 


ry ’ A 


Li pane 7 zy J. *. N N. 


1 2 ee HE 
1 .- fav La Ud wat Ars. 
‘ | AUG fry L flew , R | 


; , ; e is 
55 
Mrs. Aare XXX Bef ä 
.. Y ee a ae ‘ae 
ra. Ae 
r ae a 
n, 1 


II sags 4 M. 00. 


F 3 penne: 


— — 
_ * Pre 


. Er we ees 


ae 
Nen 


as 


. * 
M 


— 


bent 


2 


* 
— 
+ 
55 
7 8 
2 


Tabula prime partis, | 

after foloweth thechapptres of this pꝛelent bos 
lume “ot walter Hylton / named in latyn (Scala perfe- 
ctionis) englylſhed the ladder of ꝑfeccyon / whiche vo⸗ 
lume is deuͤyded in two partyes. The kyꝛſt beke of this 
pꝛeſent volume conteyneth.lxxxxiij.chapytres. The ſe⸗ 
conde boke cõteyneth.xl vj. whiche hole volume amoun 
teth to an hondꝛed and. xxxix. chapytres. 


¶ That the inner hauynge ok mannes foule holde be 
ipke to the biter. Capitulum pꝛimum. 
¶ Oft actyfe lyfe /and the werkes therof. Ca.tj. 
( Ot contemplatyfe lye/æ the werkes therof. Ca. ttf. 

¶ Ok the kyꝛſt parte of contemplacyon. Caà.iiij. 
¶ Ok the ſeconde parte of contemplacpon. Ca. v. 
¶ Ot the lower degree of the ſeconde parte of content: 


placpon. Ca. bf. 
¶ Ok the hyer Degree of the feconde parte of contem⸗ 
placyon. Ca. vii. 


¶ Or the thyꝛde parte ot contemplacpor. Ca. viii. 
q_ Df the twynnyngeokp thyꝛde parte of cötemplacyon 
fro the feconde parte /æ ok the pꝛayſynge therok. Ca.ix. 
(How the ſhewynge to the bodyly wyttes / and the fe⸗ 
lynge ot them may be bothe good and euypll. Ca. x. 
¶ How p ſhalte knowe whan p ſhewynge to the bodyly 
Wyttes / ⁊ the lelynge of them ben good o2 euyll. Ca. xi. 
¶ what knytteth Jelu to mannes loule / and what lo⸗ 
feth hym therfro. Ca .xij. 
¶ How and in what thnges that a cötemplatpfe man 
Molde be occupped. Ca. xiij. 
¶ How in realon ⁊ wyll vertue begynneth / and in loue 
and in lykyunge it is made perfyte. Ca.xiiij. 
gare meanes eee to — 0 
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4 Tabula pꝛime partis. 
¶ what a man holde bre and vefufe by the bent hg 
mekenes. Ca. x 
¶ who ſholde blame mennes defautes and deme —— 


and who not. Ca. x bij. 
¶ why men ſholde Woꝛſhyp other and lowe themlelfe 
in they owue hertes vnder all other. Ca. x viii. 


¶ How men ſholde do ÿ wanteth the felyng of mekenes 
in affeccyon / not dꝛedynge to moche therfoze. Ca. xix. 
¶ How ppocrytes ⁊ heretykes foꝛ wantyng of mekenes 
hygh themlelfe in herte before all other. Cd. xx. 
¶ what thynges men ought to byleue bpalpber fayth. 
Capitulum xxj 

CHowa ſtable entent is nedefull to thefe. that cholde 
pleaſe god / and diſcrecyon of bodyly werkes. Ca. xxij. 
¶ fa lytell reherſynge of thynges fapd before, and of 
makynge oftrynge v ſholde be olfred to god. Ca. xxiij. 
¶ Ot pꝛapers that is fpedefull to gete clennes of herte 
and vertue. Ca. xxiiij. 
¶ Bow men cholde pꝛape / c wheron the pop of they 
thought ſhall be fet in prayer. C. xx vb. 
¶ Ok the kyze of lou. Ca. xx bj. 


Chat the certayne pꝛaper in ſpeche oꝛdeyned ol god 
nd ok holy chyzche is beſt to them that be newe turned 


to god and to deuocyon. Ca. xxbij. 
¶ what peryll it is to men that in ỹ begynnynge of tur⸗ 
nynge to god leue the comune paper of the oꝛdynaũce of 
holy chyꝛche/ x gyue them to mebitacpon. Ca. xxviij. 
¶ t the leconde maner of prayer pis in ſpeche not cers 
tãyne / but foloweth the ſterynge ol deuocyon. Ca. xxix. 
That the Ceconde maner ot prayer pleateth moche 
god / and maketh a man to behaue hym in body as he 
Were dꝛonken / and maketh hym in foule to be weunded 
with the fwerde of lou. Ca. xxx. 

: at, 


Tabula prime partis. 

¶ How the kyꝛe of loue waſteth all flelſhely luſtes / ag 
other kyꝛe waſteth all bodyly thynges. Cd. xxxi. 
¶ Ot the thyꝛde maner of pꝛaper / that is onely in the 
herte without ſpeche out warde. Ca. xxxij. 
¶ How men ſholde do that ben trauapled with vapne 
thoughtes in theyꝛ prayers. Ca. xxxtij. 
¶ Ot meditacpon ot tpn Cpnfull men after that they ben ho⸗ 
lp turned to god. Ca. xxxiiij. 
¶ That the meditacyon okthemanhode o Chpſt/oꝛ of 
his paſſpon / is gyuen frely of the holy gooſt / and how it 
ſhall be knowen whan it is gruen. Ca. xxxb. 
¶ That the meditacyon of p paſſpon ot Chꝛyſt is with⸗ 

dꝛawen fro them that it is Juen to ofte lythes koꝛ dy⸗ 
uerſe caules. Ca. xxxvi. 
¶ Ot dpuerte temptacyong ok the fende. Ca. xxx vii. 
¶ Of dpuerfe remedyes agaynſt temptacyons of the 
fende. Ca.xxxbiij. (bow that god them that he cho⸗ 
ſeth / he ſulfreth to be taken ⁊ tempted / and aterwarde 
cõtoꝛteth them ⁊ ſtableth them in grace. Ca. xxxix. 
¶ That a man ſhold not gyue hym to ydelnes / ne lyght⸗ 
ly leuethe grace that is gyuen hym of god. Ca. xl. 
¶ That a man ſholde knoweỹ nicatureot his gpft⸗ he 
map deſpꝛeæ take a better whã god wyll gyue it. ca. xij. 

¶ That a man ſholde trauaple to knowe his owne ſou⸗ 
le / and the myghtes therol /a bꝛeake downe the grounde 
of lynne therin. Ca. xlij. 
¶ Howa man ſhall knowe the woꝛthynes and the woꝛ⸗ 
ſchyp ok his ſoule that it had fyzſt ol god / and what wet 
chednes t myſchele it is fallen in koꝛ ſynne. Ca. xliij. 
¶ How euery man may be laued bpp palſpon of Chꝛyſt 
be he neuer fo wꝛetched. Ca.xliiii. 
¶ That a man ſholde be belp foꝛ to retouer agayne his 
inde ti refourine agapne in hym the pmage 


Tabula prime partis.) 42 
ot the Trinite. Ca. xlv. 
¶ How Jelu ſhall be fought delpꝛed/ x foiioe. Ca. xl vj. 
Cwhat yꝓfyte it is to haue 5ᷣ delyꝛe of Jeſu. Ca.xlvij. 
¶ pere and with what thynge Jelu ſhall be fought 


and founde. Ca.xlviij. 
¶ where 4 elu is loft and founde agayne through his 
mercy. Ca. xlix. 


What letteth a man to here and le Jelu within hym 
lelfe. Ca. l. ¶ That metenes and charite ben the (pes 
cyall lyuereys of Jelu / thꝛough p oe mannes ſou⸗ 
le is refourmed to the lykenes of hym Ca. lj. 
(bow man ſhall ſe the grounde ot bom within hyper 
ſeife. Ca. li. ¶ To what thynge is the pmage of 
lynne lyke / and what it is in it lelkne. Calif. 

( who ſo wyll fynde Jelu / hym behoueth abydyngly 
do trauayle in gooftlp derknelle agaynſt the ymage of 
fuynne. Ca. liiij. ¶ What is properly the pmageof 
ſynne / and what cometh out therok. Ca. lv. 
¶ what pꝛyde is / and whan it is (pune. Ca. l vj. 
( whan pꝛyde is deedly lynne / and how it is in flelſhe⸗ 
ly lyuynge men deedly fyune. Ca. l vi. 
( bow pꝛyde is in ypocrytes deedly lynne. Ca. l viij. 
¶ How pꝛyde in heretpkes is deedly pune. Ca. lix. 
¶ How ſterynges of pꝛyde and bapnglozy t in good men 
ben but venyall lynnes. f. lx. 

¶ How dyuers ſtates iu holy chirche (hall haue dpuers 
medes in heuen /o two lpecyall medes in heuẽ. ca. lxj. 
¶ A choꝛte ſterynge to mekenes æ to charite. Ca. lxij. 
@ How a man chall knowe how moche pꝛyde is in hym. 
Capitulum lxiif. 
—— and pꝛe/æ ol theyꝛ bꝛaũches & how in ſtede 
ol kenne mannes perſone is ofte hated. Ca. lxiiij. 
CChare is rnwerye mapſtry to loi „ perlſones / 


Tabula prime partis. 


and Wyfelp hate theyꝛ (ypnnes. Ca. lxb. 
¶ That foꝛ the fame dedes dpuerle men ſhall haue dy⸗ 
uerle medes. Ca. lx vi. 


That all mennes good dedes foie be appꝛoued that 

hath lykenes of good / laue the open heretyke / and ok the 
cured man. Ca. lxvij. 
¶ That no good dede may make men fafe wout charite 
and that charite ſele they onely that be meke. Ca. lx biij. 
¶ Howa man ſhall knowe how moche Wath and enuy 
is hydde in the grounde ok his herte. Ca. lxix. 
¶ By what tokens thou Malte knowe vf that thou lo⸗ 
ue thyne ennemy / and what enlample thou ſhalt take 


of Chꝛyſt fo2 to loue hym. Ca. lxx. 
¶ How a man ſhall knowe how moche couetyſe is hyd 
in his herte. Ca. lxxj. 


¶ How that a man hall knowe whan he ſynneth not in 
catpnge and dꝛynkynge / and Whan he ſynneth venpal⸗ 


ly / and whan he ſlynneth deedi. Ca . lxxij. 
¶ How the grounde oflechery ſholde be deſtroped with 
gooſtly trauayle and with bod yl. Ca. lxxiij. 


¶ That a man ſholde be belp to put away all fterpnges 


of lynne / but moze bely of goofhly lynnes than ok bodyly 


Capitulum. Ixxiiij. 
¶ That hunger and other bodyly papnes lette moche 
gooſtly Werkynge. Ca. lxxv. 
¶ What remedy a man ſhall ble agapnt delaute made 
in eatynge oꝛ dꝛynkynge. Ca. lxxvi. 
¶ That through belp delyꝛe and trauaple foz mekenes 
and charite a man cometh fooner to other dertues than 
by trauaple in themfelfe. Ca. lxx vij. 
¶ Of the derknes of the vmage ok ſynne / and what cõ⸗ 


meth in by the wyndowes therok. Ca. Ixxviij. 


Wut ſoule koz dekaute orknowyngeol it alts 
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Tabula pꝛime partis. | 
out by the. v. wyttes to ſeke outward lykyng. Ca. Ixxix. 
¶ That a ſoule ſholde not begge without fozthe / but 
within of Jeſu that it nedeth. Ca. lxxx. 
¶ That the hole of ymaginac yon nedeth to be ſtopped 


aàs Well as the wyndowes of the wyttes. Ca. lx xxj. 


¶ whau the die of the wyttes is oecdly lynne / whan 
it is venyall. Ca. lxxxij. 
¶ How a gooſtly man o2 woman Hall haue them that 
cõme to them. Ca.lxxxiij. 
¶ Ot the derke page of lynne / and of the clolhynge 
therof. Ca. lxxxiiij. 
¶ whiche be v lõ mes of the pmageof ſynne. Ca. xxx v. 
@ wherof the pmage of Felu is made / and wherol the 
pinage of ſynue is made / and how we be paſſynge forth 
in the ymage of ſynne. Ca. lxxxvi. 
¶ How we ſholde crucyfye this ymage of lynne / and 
quycken the ymage of Jelu. Ca. lxxxbij. 
¶ what pꝛofyte cometh of kepyngeof the herte / e how 
moche the loule is / and what it loueth. Ca. xxx viij. 
How) pmage of ſynne hal be bꝛokẽ downe. ca. lxxxix. 
Cow a man ſhau behaue hym to the ſterynge of pꝛyde 
and of all other vyces. Ca. lxxxx. 
¶ what thynge heipeth mooſt a mannes knowynge / x 
geteth to hym that hym lacketh / and mooſt deltropety 
ſynne in hym. | Ca. lxxxxi. 
¶ How a man thal be ſhapen to the pmage of Jelu / and 
Jelu ſhapen in hym. Ca. lxxxxij. 
¶ The cauſe why this booke was made / and how he 
ſholde haue her in redynge therof that it was made to. 
Capitulum. Ixxxxiij. 


¶ Here endeth the chapytres of the kyꝛſt booke. And af: 
ter folometh the kyꝛſt parte okthis pꝛelent volume. 
a. ttt @ 5 


Pzima pars. Caplin pꝛimũ. 
¶ That the inner hauynge ok mannes foules ſholde 
be lyke to the bitter. Capkłm pꝛimum. 
P.oſtip ſyſter in Jelu Chꝛyſt N pꝛapethethat 
78 NA inp callynge whiche our loꝛde hath called the 

| f ) to his ferupce p holde the payed e ſtande ſted⸗ 
RQ fattly therin/trauaylynge belyly with all the 
myghtes of thy ſoule by the grace of Chꝛyſt Jelu for to 
fulfpil in foth faltnes of good lyuyng v ſtate whiche thou 
haſt taken in lykenes e in ſemynge / as thou haſt foꝛſa⸗ 
ke the woꝛlde / as it were a deed man turned to our loꝛde 
bodyly in ſyghtol men. Hyght lo that in thy hert myght 
be as it were deed to all erthly loues and dꝛedes turned 
hoolly to our loꝛd Jelu Chꝛyſt. Foꝛ Wyte ÿ well a body⸗ 
lp turnynge to god without the hert folowynge is but a 
kygure and a lykenes of vertues eno ſothfaſtnes / wher 


foꝛe a wretched man oꝛ woman is he oꝛ ſhethat leueth ß 


inwardly kepynge of hymlelfe / ſhapeth hym without 
forth onely a foꝛme c lykenes of holynes / in habyte oz cle 
thynge / in ſpeche tin bodyly werkes / beholdynge other 
mennes dedes / and demyngetheyꝛ defautes / wenynge 
hymſelfe to be ought whan he is ryght nought / & fo be⸗ 
gpleth hymſelfe. Do ÿ not lo / but turne thy herte w thy 
body pꝛyncypally to god / ſhape the Win to his lykenes 
by mekenes acharite/ other gooſtly vertues / aud than 
arte thou truly turned to hym. J ſaye not that thou fo 

lyghtly on the fyꝛſt daye may be turned in thy ſoule by 
kulhede ok vertues / as ÿ myght with thy body be cloled 
in a hous /but that thou ſholdeſt knowe that the cauſe ok 
thy bodyly clolynge is / that thou myght the better cõme 
to gooſtly cloſynge / and as thy body is clofed fro bodyly 
conuerſacpon of men / ryght fo that thyne herte myght 
be encloſed fro the flelſhely loues and dꝛedes of all erthly 


thynges / and that thou myght the better cõme therto 


Pe) 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| Pꝛima pars. C .ii.et.iij. 
Ichall tell the in this lytell wzytynge as me thynketh. 
¶ Oft actyfe lyte/and the werkes therol. Ca. ij. 
Hou ſhalt vnderſtande p there is in holy chyꝛche 
two maner of lyues cas ſavnt Gregory ſayth) in Greg. 

the whiche chꝛyſten they ſholde be late. That one is cal⸗ 
led actyfe/ ethe other contemplatyfe / wout one of thele 
two no man may be faued. Actpte lyfe lyeth in loue cha 
rite ſhewed outwarde by good bodyly werkes in fulfpl- 
lyng of goddes cõmaũdementes / Tol the. bij. werkes of 
mercy bodyly & gooſtly to a mãnes euen chꝛyſten. This 
lyfe longeth to all woꝛldly men whiche haue rychelſe x 
plente ot woꝛldly goodes to ſpende / to all other whiche 

haue ſtate/olfyce/oꝛ cure ot other men / x haue goodes to 
ſpende / lerned ꝙ lewde / tẽpoꝛall oꝛ ſpirituall/æ generally 
all wozldly men are boũde to fulfpll it after they myght 


kaſtyng/ moche wakyng / ⁊ other ſharpe penaũce doyng 
kor to ah ce betoze 
Rßges 


tes SIPRP MACS 
of P{pirpte. 
| 


dcontemplatyfe lyte/yl they be bled with dilcrecyon. 
Ok cõtemplatpfe lye/æthe werkes therof. Ca.iij. 
: Ontemplatyfe lyte lyeth in perkyte loue ⁊ charite 
feled inwardly by gooſtly vertues and by ſothfaſt 
knowynge € ſyght of god ¢ gooſtly thynges. This lte 
longeth to them ſpecyally the whiche koꝛ the loue ol god 


Pꝛzima pars. Ca.iiij. 
foꝛſaketh all woꝛldly rycheſte / wozſhyppes & outwarde 
belynelle / and hoolly gyue them body ⁊ loule after theyꝛ 
myght c cunnyug to p lei uyce of ged by gooſtly occupa⸗ 
cyon. Now than lyth it is lo p thy Rate alketh to be ton⸗ 
templatyfe /toꝛ p18 thentent of thyne enclolynge / that 
myght moꝛe itelp ⁊ entyerly gyue the to gooſtiy occupa⸗ 
cyon. Than it behoucth the to be right befy bothe nyght 
and Daye with trauayle of body c ot ſpyꝛyte foz to comme 
to that lyfe as nygh as thou mayſt / by luche meanes as 
thou hopeſt Were beſt to the. Heuertheles before that J 
tell the of the meanes / J ſhall tell p fyꝛſt a lyteil moꝛe ot 
this lyfecotemplatpfe that Pp myght ſomwhat fe what 
it is / c lythen fet it as a marke in the lyght of thy loule / 
wherto thou ſhalte dꝛawe in all thyne occupacyon. 

¶ Ok the kyꝛſt parte ot contemplacyon. Ca.iiij. 
Ontemplatpke lyfe hath chee partes. The fyꝛſt 

lyeth in knowyng of god c gooſtly thynges goten 

by reaſon/by techynge of man / t by ſtudy in holy wꝛyte 
Wout gooſtly afteccyon € nly ſauour feled bythe ſpecpal 
gvlte ot p holy gooſt. This parte haue ſpecyally lettred 
men t great clerkes whiche by longe ſtudy c trauaple in 
holy wꝛyte cõme to this knowlege moꝛe oz leſſe after the 
lubtylte ot kyndly wytte contynuaũce of ſtudy / ol p ge 
nerall wytte ỹ god gyueth to euery man that hath vle ol 
rtaſon. This knowlege is good / ⁊ it may be called a pars 
te of cõtemplacyon / in as moche as it is a ſyght of loth⸗ 
faſtnes /⁊ a knowlege of gooſtly thynges/neuertheles it 
is but a fygure c a ſhadowe of very cõtemplacyon / foꝛ it 
hath no gooſtly ſauour in god / ne in warde lwetnes / the 
whiche no man may fele but yk hebe in great charite / loz 
it is the pꝛopꝛe welle of our lozde / to the whiche cometh 
none alyen / but this maner knowlege is cõmune to good 
and bad / foz it may be had Wout charite / therſoze it is 


ike Pꝛima pars. Ca. b. 
not very cõtẽplacvon. As ofte ſythes ppocrytes & fleſſh⸗ 
ly lyuynge men haue moze luche knowlege than many 
other chꝛyſten men / yet haue thele men no charite. Df 
this maner knowlege ſpeketh laynt Poulethus (Si ha Cox. 
buero oẽm ſciẽtiã:⁊ nouerim myſteria oĩa:charitatẽ aut xiij. 
nõ habeã/nichil Num) yl. J had full knowlege of al thyn 
ges/æ Aknewe al pꝛeuptees/æ I had not charite / am 
right nought / neuertheles yk they p haue this knowlege 
kepe them in mekenes tin charite c flee woꝛldly ¢ lefty: 
ly ſynnes after theyꝛ myght/it is to them a good wap & 
à great diſpolyng to very cõtemplacpon /p they delyꝛe 
pꝛape deuoutly after p grace ot p holy gooſt. Other men 
5 haue this cũnyng ⁊ turneth it to pꝛyde c vayngloꝛy of 
themlelfe / oꝛ in to couetyle & delyzing of woꝛldiy ſtates / 
Worlhpps t rychelle / not mekely takpg it to ö pꝛayſyng 
of god / ne charitably ſpendeth it in p ꝓtyte of theyꝛ euen 
chꝛyſtẽ / ſome of them fal eyther in to herelpes & errours 
oꝛ in to other ope ſyunes / by which they (clauder them 
felf tal holy chirche. Ofthis cũnyng layth ſaynt Poule 
thus r Ano wiege Paulus 
alone lyfteth bp the bert in to pꝛyde / but mynge it w cha 
rite /⁊ than turueth it in to edifycacyon. This knowlege 
alone is but water vnlauery x colde / e therfoze pf thep p 
haue it Woly mekely offre it bp to our loꝛd / prape hym 
of grace/he ſholde w his bleſſynge turne the water in to 
wyne / as he did at p prayer of his mother at p feeſt of Ar 
chitriclyne /p is to lape/he ſhold turne  bnfauery know 
tege in to wyldom / ⁊ the colde naked reafon in to gooſtly 
lyght d bꝛennynge loue by the gyfte of the holy gooſt. 
Ok the ſeconde parte of contemplacyon. Ca. b. 
He ſecond parte of cõtẽplacyon lpeth pꝛincypally 

in affeccpon without lyght of vnderſtandyng of 
gooſtiythynges / ⁊this is cõmunly of ſimple c vnlettred 


3 Pꝛima pars. Ca. v. 
men / whiche gyue them hoolly to deuocpon / Tthis is fer 
led on this maner / whan man oz woman in meditacion 
of god bythe grace ot ð holy gooſt feleth ferudur ok loue 
gooſtly ſwetnes by p mynde ol Chꝛyſtes paſſpon /oꝛ ony 
of his Werkes in his manhode / oz he feleth a great truſt 
in 5 goodnes tin mercꝝ of god foꝛ ; foꝛgyuenes of his 

lynnes / x fo2 his great gyftes of grace /oꝝ elſe he feleth a 
dꝛede in his affeccion w great reuerence of the pꝛeuy do⸗ 
mes ol god / the whiche he ſeeth not / x of his ryghtwyl⸗ 
nes / oz in praper he feleth p thought of his herte Dawe 
vp fro all erthly thynges ſtreyned togyder with all the 
myghtes ok his hert / vp ſtyenge to our loꝛde by feruent 
delpꝛe ⁊ with gooſtly delyte. And neuertheles in tyme 
he hath no open lyght in vnderſtãdynge of gooſtly thyn⸗ 
ges / ne of pꝛeuptees of holy wꝛyte in elpecyal / but onely 
that hym thynketh for p tyme nothynge lyketh hym fo 
moche as for to pꝛaye oꝛ thyuke as he dothe / foꝛ fauour 
delyte c confoꝛte p he fyndeth therin / ⁊ pet can he not tell 
What it is /but he feleth it wel foz it is a gyfte ol god / loꝛ 
out of it ſpꝛyngeth many lwete teres / bꝛenynge deſyꝛes 
c ſtyll mournynges whiche lcoureth & clenſeth the hert 
fro all the fylth of lynne / x maketh it melte in to wonder 
full lwetnes of Jeſu Chꝛyſt / buxom / ſouple & redy to ful 
kyll all goddes Wyll / in fo moche ÿ hym thynketh hema 
keth no charge what cõmeh of hymſelke / ſothat goddes 
wyll were fulfylled / w uche many ſt erynges moo than 
I can oꝛ may fay. This felyng may not be had without 
great grace / ⁊ who fo hath it for d tyme/he is in charite 
whichecharite may not be loſt ne leſſed though the fer⸗ 
uour ot it paſſe away / but by a deedly ſynne / ⁊ that is co 
fortable. This may be called the feconde parte of cõtem⸗ 
placyou/neuertheleſſe this parte hath two degrees. 


| 


¶ Olthe lower degree of the leconde parte of coen⸗ 
templacyon. Capitulum. vj. 
he lower degree of this fealyng men whiche are 
actyfe may haue by grace whan they be vilyted 
ok our loꝛde as myghtyly tas feruently as they p gyue 
them holy to cõtemplatpfe lyke and hath this gytte/ but 
this fealynge in his keruour cometh not alway whan a 
man wolde / ne it laſteth not full longe / it cõmeth € gothe 
AS he wyl that gyueth it / x therfoꝛe who lo hath it / meke 
hymtelfe e thanke god / and kepe it pꝛeuy / but pf it be to 
hig cõfeſſour / x holde he it as longe as he may w diſcre⸗ 
cyon. And whan it is withdꝛawen / dꝛede not to moche / 
but ſtande fadly in fayth & in a meke hope / with pacient 
abydynge tyll it come agayne. This is a lytell taſtynge 
of the ſwetnes of the loue ol god / of the whiche Dauyd 
ſaych thus in the plalter (Guftate et videte qm̃ luauis Plal. 
eſt dns) Cafte peste ye the lwetnes of our loꝛde. EL LIU 
¶ Ot d hyer degreokðỹ lecõd part ol cõtẽplacion. Ca. vii 
, He hyer degree ok this parte maynot be had and 
N * holden but of them p be in greate reſt of body and 
loule / the whiche by grace of Jelu ⁊ longe trauaple bo⸗ 
dyly c gooſtly fealeth a reit of hert æ clennes in cõlcience 
lothat them lyketh nothege fo moche to do as to ſyt ſtyll 
in reſt ol body / ⁊ foꝛ to pꝛaye alwaye to god/e thynke on 
our loꝛde/æto thynke ſomtyme on p bleifed name of Je⸗ 
ſu / Whiche is confortable æ delectable to them /that by ß 
mynde of it they feale them fedde in theyꝛ affercyõ / not 
onelyok the name / but all other maner prayers / as the 
Pater noſter. and the Aue. oꝛ ymnes oꝛ plalmes/⁊ other 
deuoute ſapenges of holy chyꝛche are turned as it were 
in to agooſtly myꝛth twete ſonge / by the whiche they 
are cõfoʒted ⁊ ſtrengthed agaynſt all ſynnes / and moche 
releued ot bodyly dileale. Df this degree ſpeketh fant: 


Puma pars. Ca. viii. 


phe, odere 0 Holite inebꝛiari vino:ſed impleamini (pa 


. 


ſctõ:loquẽtes vobis metipſis in hymnis c cãticis ¢ pſal 
mis ſpũalibꝰ:cantãtes et pſallẽtes in coꝛdibꝰ ris dño) 
Be ye not dꝛonken w wyne / but be ye kulfylled of H holy 
gooſt fapenge to your ſelfe in ymnes ¢ pſalmes æ gooſt⸗ 
ly ſonges / ſyngynge x pſalmynge in pour hertes to our 
loꝛde. Who fo hath this grace / kepe he hplelfe in lownes 
⁊ that he be euer delyꝛyuge to cõme to moze knowlege ck 
felpnge of god inthe thyꝛde parte ok contemplacyon. 
¶ Okthethyꝛde parte of contemplacyon. Ca.viij. 

Ln thyꝛde parte of contemplacyon the whiche is 

pfyte as ve may heare / lyeth bothe in cognicyon 
& in atteccpon / that is to ſaye /in knowynge t in petfpte 
loupnge of god. And that is whan a mannes ſoule kyꝛſt 
is reformed by fulhede ol vertues to the vmage ol Fel 
And alterwarde whan he is viſyted/he is take in kro all 
erthly e fleſſhly affeccpons / fro vayne thoughtes x yma 


gynynges of all bodyly creatures / as it were moche ra 


uylſhed out ok the bodyly wyttes. And than by ð grace 
of p holy gooſt is illumyned fo2 to fe by vnderſtandynge 
ſothlaſtnes whiche is good and gooſtlythynges with a 
ſofte lwete bꝛennynge loue in hym ſo perkytly / that he be 
rauylſſhed ot his loue / ſo the ſoule is oned foꝛ the tyme c 
cõfoꝛmedto the pmage of the trinite. The begynnynge 
of this contemplacyon may be feled in this lyke / but the 
kulhede of it is kepte in to the blyſſe of heuen. Of this 


onynge c confoꝛmynge to our loꝛde ſpeketh ſaynt Boule 


thus ( Qui adherent deo: vnus (pis eſt cũ illo) That is 
to faye / Who ſo by rauyſſhynge of loue ts fattened to god 
than god ⁊ his ſoule are not two but bothe one. And ſoth 
ly inthis onyng is the maryage made bytwene god ald 
the ſoule / the whiche ſhall neuer be bꝛoken. 

¶ Of the e ok p thyꝛde parte ol cötemplation 


fro the ſeconde parte / of the pꝛaylyngetherof. Ca.ix. 
a io other parte may be called bꝛennynge loue in 

deuocyon / e this bꝛẽnynge loue incotemplacpou 
that is lower this is the hyer/ that is [wetter to p body⸗ 
ly kealynge / this inwardly fealynge better to the gooſtly 
kealyng / loz it is moze inward / moꝛe woꝛthy / mode gooſt 
Ip / moze wonderfull / foꝛ this is veryly a taſtyng lo lytell 


— 


8 nyght is SUL i VUE cxviit. 
lytes. Theother parte is mylke foꝛ childꝛen / this is hole its 
meet for perfpte men/p whiche haue wyttes aſſayde to 
kno we good fro euyll / as ſaynt Poule ſayth ( Merfectoꝝ Hebt. 
eft ſolidus cibꝰ:qͥ habẽt lenlus exercitatos ad dilcretionẽ v. 
boni et mali) The werkynge of the full ble of this gylte 
map no man haue but he be kyzſt reformed to p lykenes 
of Jelu by fulhede ok vertues / ne there may no man ly⸗ 
uynge in deedly lielſhe haue it cõtynually in his kulhede 
⁊ in the ouerpaſſynge / but by tyes whan he is vilyted 
And as I conceyue by the wꝛytynge of holy men / it is a 
full ſhoꝛte tyme / loꝛ ſoone after he falleth in ſoberte of bo 
duyly fealyng/æ al this werke maketh charite. And euen 
thus as I do vnderſtande ſayth ſaynt Poule of hymſel⸗ 
fe (Sine excedimus deo:ſiue ſobꝛij lumus vobis charts 
tas chꝛiſti vꝛgit nos) Whether weouerpaſſe our bodyly 
Dopttes to god in cõtemplacyon / oꝛ we are moze ſober to 
ꝓdu in bodyly fealyng /p charite of Chꝛyſt ſtrayneth vs. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. x. 
Ok this parte of contemplacyon eof refoꝛmynge to god 
ſpeketh laynt Poule openlythus (Mos autẽ reuelata fa 
cie gloꝛiã dñi ſpeculamur trãſtoꝛmati in eandẽ imagine 
a claritate iu claritatẽ tanq; a ont (piritu) This is thus 
moche to ſaye. Saynt Poule in the plone ot hymſelke c 
ol ꝑkyte men ſayth thus. We kyꝛſt rekoꝛmedby vertues / 
the face of our loule vnheled by openynge of the gooſtiy 
eyebeholden as in a myꝛrour heuenly ioye / full ſhaped c 
ouedto the ymage of our loꝛd fro clerete ot fayth in to cles 
rete of vnderſtandyng / oz elle fro clerete ot delpre in to cle 
rete of bleſled loue / all this is wꝛought of the ſpiryte ot 
aur loꝛd in a mannes foule/as ſaynt Poule ſayth. Chis 
parteot cõtemplacyon god gyueth where he Wyll / to ler 
ned ⁊ to lewde / to men c to women occupped in pꝛelacy / E 
tofolptary alſo. But is is ſpecyall not cõmune / and alſo 
though a man whiche all his lyle is actyke haue p gykte 
ok it bya ſpecyall grace /neuertheleſſe p fulnes ot it max 
no man haue / but he be ſolytary & in lyfe cõtemplatpte. 
¶ How the ſhewynge to the bodyly wyttes / and the few . 
lynge ot them may be bothe good and euyll. Ca. x. 
y this that J haue ſayd may ſomwhat vnder⸗ 
ſtande / p vilpons oz reuelacyons of ony maner ot 
ſpiryte in bodyly apperyng / oꝛ in ymagynynge / ſlepyng 
02 wakyng / oz elſe ony other fealyng in p bodyly wyttes 
made as it were gooſtly / eyther in lownynge of care /oꝛ 
lauerynge inp mouth / oz finellpnge at p nole/oʒ elſe ony 
fenfpble hete / as it were fyze glowynge e warmyng the 
bꝛeſt / oz ony other parte of the body / oz ony other thynge 
that may be fealed by bodyly wytte / though it be neuer 
lo cõfoꝛtable ⁊ lykynge / they be not very cõtemplatyle⸗ 
ne theybebut ſymple / x lecũdary though they be good in 
rewarde ol gooſtly vertues tof this qooftly knowynge = 
louynge of god. But all ſuche maner ol tenlynge maybe 


| | Pꝛima pars. Ca. xi. 
good / wzought by a good aũgell / x they may be deceyua 
ble / wꝛought by a wycked augell Doha he trãlkygureth 
hym in to an atigell of lyght. Wherfoꝛe {pth they may be 
bothe good € euyll /it femeth well they are not v belt. For 
Wyte ÿ well ỹ the deuyll map wha he hath leue / feyne of 
bod ylp felynge the lykenes of p lame thynges > whiche 
à good atigell may werke. Foz ryght as a good aũgell cõ 
meth w lyaht / ſo can p deupl /e lo ot d other wyttes / who 
fo had leled bothe/ he {hold well tell whiche were good e 
whiche were euyll. But hep neuer neyther keled / oz elle 
but the one / may lyghtly be deceyued. They are lyke in 
the maner of felyng outwarde / but they are full dyuerle 
within / etherfore they are not forte deſyꝛe greatly / ne 
kioꝛ to receyue lyghtiy / but yk a ſoule myght by p ſpiryte 
bl dilcrecyon knowe p good fro p euyl p he were not begp 
led / as ſaynt Joh ſayth (Molt credere ot ſpũi:ſed ꝓba⸗ 
te ſi ex deo fit) Saynt Johñ byddeth vs p we ſholde not 
truſt to euer ſpiryt /but We {hall allay fyꝛſt whether he 
be ok god oꝛ no / wherkoꝛe by one aſſap J Hall tell p as me 
thynketh how thou ſhalte knowe the good fro p euyll. 

([How ſhalte knowe han p ſhewynge to the bodyly 
Wypttes / the felynge of them ben good o2 euyll. Ca. xi. 
b . it lo bethat p feonp maner ok lyght oꝛbꝛyghtnes 
with thy bodyly eye /oꝛ in vmagynyng other than 
euery man le /oꝛ pf p here ony mery wonderkul ſownyng 

w bodylp eare / oz in thy mouth ony lwete ſodeyn lauour 
other than ok kynde / 02 ony heate in thy bꝛeſt as it Were 

| > fpzezo2 ony maner delyte in ony parte of thy body / oꝛ yfa 
ſpiryte bodyly appereth tothe as it were an aũgel fo2 to 
cõfoꝛte the c teche the / oꝛ ony luche felynge whiche thou 
knoweſt well ÿ it cõmeth not of thylelke / ne ol no bodyly 
creature /beware in that tyme oz ſoone after / wyſely be 

5 ok thy herte. xkÿ be fered bycaule ol 
Ca. prec. 18 : 


. Je 


} a 

6 Pꝛima pars. Cd. xf. 

the lykynge that thou feleft to dꝛawe out thy hert fro the 
mynde & beholdyng of Jelu Chꝛyſt æ fro gooſtly occupa 

cyon / as fro pꝛayer æ thynkynge on thylelke thy dekau⸗ 

tes /fro thin ward delyꝛeol vertues c of gooſtiy knowyn 

get kelyngot god / loz to let the lyght of thy hert a thyne 


ulleccyon / thy delyte a thy reſt pꝛyncypally therin / we⸗ 


nynge 5 it olde be a parte of heueny iope c ok aungels 
blyſſe / & for thy the thynketh that thou ſholdeſt neyther 
pꝛaye ne thynke nought elfe but all hoolly entend therto 


for to kepe it delyte therin. This feipng is ſuſpect eof 


the ennemy / etherfore though it be neuer fo lykynge c 
wonderkull / refuſe it talent not therto / fo2 this is the 
leyght ot thennemy / whan he leeth a ſoule that wolde 
entperly gyue it to gooſtly occupacyon / he is wonderly 
Wꝛoth / lo he hateth notheae moze than to ſe a ſoule in a 


body of lynne to fele veryly p ſauour of gooſtly knowyng 


etheloue of god / the whiche he Wout body of lynne loſt 
Lopltully. And therfore yl he may not lette hym by open 
Iynnes / he wolde hynder hym and begyle hym by luche 
vanite of bodyly ſauours /oꝛ fortunes in p wyttes / loz to 
bꝛynge a ſoule in to gooſtly pꝛyde / in to a falle ſypkernes 


okhymlelke / wenynge that he had therby a feiyngol he⸗ 


uenly ioye /and that he were halfe in paradyle foz delyte 
that he feleth aboute hym / whan he is nere at hell ga⸗ 
tes. And ſo by pꝛyde ⁊ by pꝛeſumpeyon he myght fall in 


errours oꝛ hereſpes oꝛ fantalpes / oꝛ in other bodyly oz 


gooſtly mylcheues. Neuerthelelſe yk it be fo p this maz 


ner ol kelynge lette not thy herte fro gooſtiy occupacyon / 


but it maketh che moze deuoute ⁊ moe feruent to pꝛaye 
it maketh the moe wyle to thynke gooſtly thoughtes. 


And though it be fo that it aſtony the in begynnynge⸗ g 
neuertheleſle atter warde it turneth e quyckeneth thyne 
herte to moze delyꝛe of vertues / and enerealeth thy loue 


i 
: 


— — 


Pꝛima pars. Ca.xij. 


| more togod t to thyne euenchꝛyſten. Blo tt maketh the 


moꝛe meke in thyne owne lyght. By thele tokens mayſt 
thou knowe that it is of god / made by the pꝛelence e the 


touchynge of a good aungell / and that is of the goodnes 


of god / eyther in conlozte of ſymple deuoute ſoules foꝛ to 
encreaſe they truſt they delpre to god / oz to ſeke thers 
by the knowynge and the loue of god moze perfptly for 
luche a conłoꝛzte / oꝛ elle pf they be perfpte that felefuche. 
delyte / it lemeth than that it is an erneſt and as it were 

à ſhadowe ok the gloꝛylyenge of the body whiche it ſhall 


haue inthe blyſſe of heuen / J wote not whether there 
be ony luche man lyuynge in erth. This pꝛeuylege had 


Mary mawdeleyn as it lemeth to my lyght in the tyme 
Whan ſhe was alone in the caue. xxx. wynter / and euer y 


dape was borne vp with aũgels / was fedde bothe bo⸗ 
dp t ſoule by the pꝛelence of them / thus we rede inp ſtu⸗ 


dy of her. Of this maner allapenge of werkynge of (pys 


rtytes ſpeketh laynt Johũ in his ẽpyſtle thus / techeth 
thus (Omnis {pis qui ſoluit ieſum/hic non eft ex deo) 


Euery lpiryte that loleth oꝛ vnknytteth Jelu / heis not 
of god. Thele woꝛdes may be buderitande in many ma⸗ 


ners / neuertheleſſe alter one maner J map vnderſtande 
them to this purpole that J haue ſayd. 


¶ what knytteth Jeſu to mannes ſoule / and what 
loſc : hym therkro. Ca. xii. 


5 He knyttynge tp faſtenynge of Jelſu to mannes 


loule / is by good wyl c great delyze to hym onely 


do haue hym e le hp in his blyſle gooſtly. The moze that 


this deſyꝛe is / the faſter is Jelu knytte to the ſoule. The 


leſſepᷣ this delpꝛe is / the loſyer is he knytte. Than what 


ſpiryte or what felyng that it be the whiche leſſeth this 
delpre t Wolde dzawe it done fro the ſtedfaſt mynde of 


Seva Chꝛyſt / and fro p kyndly ſtyenge vp to Jelu / this 


b. ij. 


Ephe. 
. 


I Puma pars. e 
ſpiryte wyll vnnytte Jelu kro the loule / x therfore it is 
not ot god / biit it is the werkynge of thennemp. Heuer⸗ 
theleſle yfa ſpiryt / oa kelyng/oꝛ a reuelacion make this 
delpre moꝛe knytte p knottes ot loue ⁊ deuocyon to Fel 
faſter / open the eye of the ſoule in to gooſtly knowynge 
moꝛe clerely/æ maketh tt more meke in it Celfe / this (pi | 
xyte is of god. Here mayſt thou ſe ſomwhat that ÿ ſhalte 
not ſuſtre thy bert wylkully foꝛ to reſt / ne fo2 to delyte hos 
ly in no bodyly felynge of fuche maner cõloꝛtes oꝛ lwet⸗ 
nes / though they were good / but thou ſhalt holde them 
in thy lyght nought oꝛ lytell in rewarde of gooſtly deſyze 
and on ſtedfaſt thynkynge on Jelu / ne faſt the nought 
of thy herte ouermoche on them. 5 

¶ How and in what thynges that a cõtemplatyfe 
man ſholde be occupyed. Ca.xiii. 
cc P ſhalte euer ſeke by great befpnes in pꝛayers 
that myght cõme to the leconde kelynge ok god / 
and that is that myght knowe d wyldome of god/the 
endles myght of hym /p greate goodnes ol hym / in hym 
{elfe c in his creatures. Joꝛ this is cõtemplacion / that 
other is none. Thus faith ſaynt Poule (Ju charitate ra 
dicati et fundati:vt poſlitis cõpꝛehẽdere cũ oĩbus (etis ij 
fit longitudo et latitudo:ſublimitas et ꝓ fũdũ) Be ye ro⸗ 
ted and groũded in charite p ye myght knowe he layth) 
neyther ſoũde of the ere / ne lwete fauour in the mouth / 
ne no ſuche bodyly thges / but ÿ ye myght knowe ¢ lele 
Wall halowes / whiche is v length of the endles beynge 
of god / the bꝛedeok the wonderfull charite tthe goodues | 
of god / the heyght of almyghty maieſte of hym tthe 
groundles depnes of wyldom of god. In knowynge c 
gooſtly kelynge of thele ſholde be p occupacyon of the con 
templatyfe man. Foꝛ in thefe may be vnderſtande p full’ 
knowlege of all gooſtly thynges. This occupacyon is 8 


HD Pꝛima pars. Ca. pitty. 
onethynge ỹ whiche laynt Poule coucyted layeng thus 
Vnũ q̃ retro ſunt obliuiſcẽs in anterioꝛa me extẽdãt:ſe⸗ Phil. 
quoꝛ ſi quomodo cõpꝛehendã ſupnũ brauttt) That is to iij. 
ſaye.Onethyngecas who fapth ts belt to me to couepte 
and that is that I myght foꝛgete all thynges p whiche 

ben behynd warde oꝛ backward / and J (hall ſtretche out 
myne herte koꝛwarde to fele and to grype the louerayne 
mede olthe endleſſe blyſſe. Behynd warde are all bodyly 
thynges. Foz warde are gooſtly thynges. And foꝛ ſaynt 
Poule wolde forgete all bodylythynges / x his owne bo 
dy alſo / with that that he myght fe gooſtly thynges. 

¶ How in reaſon ¢ wyll vertue begynneth / and in 

loue r in lykynge it is made perkyte. Ca.xiiij. 
q yOw J haue tolde pou a lytell of contemplacyon 
what it ſholde be. For this entet that p myghteſt 
knowe it ⁊ let it as a marke before p ſyght of thy ſoule / 
foꝛ to delyꝛe al thy lyfe tyme to come to ony parte of it by 
grace of our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt. This is the cõſoꝛmynge 
of a ſoule to god / the whiche may not be had but yk it be 
fyꝛſt rekoꝛmed by fulbede of vertues turned in to alfec⸗ 
cyon / that is whan a man loueth vertues / foꝛ they be 
good in themſelf. There is many a man that loueth ver 
tue ot lownes / pacyence & charite to his euenchꝛyſten / 
luche other onelp in his realon & wyll / æ hath no gooſtly 
delyte loue in them. Foz oftẽtymes he feleth grutchynge 
heupnes / bytternes to do them. And neuerthelelle pet 
he doth them onely by ſteryng ok reafon for dꝛede of god / 
this man bath vertues in reaſon ⁊ in wyll / but not loue 
of them in his affeccyon, But whan by grace of Jelu x 
by gooſtly bodyly exercyle reaſon is turned in to lyght 
and Wyll in to loue. Than hath he vertues in alffeccyon. 
Foz he hath ſo well gnawen on v bytter barkeof p nutte 
that he hath bꝛoben it / x fedeth hym w * 
b.iij. 


is to fape/the vertues whiche were fyꝛſt heuy to do / are 
now turned in to a very delyte ⁊ ſauour / as whan a man 
lyketh in mekenes / in pacyence / in clennes / in ſobziete/ x 
in chariee / as in ony delytes. Sothly tyll thele vertues 
ben turned thus in to alfeccyon / he may well haue p ſe⸗ 
conde parte ot contemplacyon / but the thyꝛde ſothkaſtly 
ſhall he not take. ¶ Okthe meanes that bꝛyngeth 
à ſoule to contemplacyvon. Ca. xv. 
sO} lythen vertues are dilpoſynge to cõtempla⸗ 
AEcyon/ than it behoueth p to ble certayne meanes 
{02 to cõme to vertues. Thꝛe meanes there be that men 
mooſt cõmunly vle that gyue them to cõtemplacyon/ag 
redyngeok holy wꝛyte cot holy techynge / gooſtly medi⸗ 
tacpon / beſy prayer with deuocpon Halt pleas I fapd 
by Wzetchednes thy lynnes / as pꝛyde/couetyſe / glotony 
ſlouth/lechery / wycked ſterynge of enuy / Ire / hatred / 
and melancoly/angryneſſe /e bytter ¢ vnſkyltfull heuy⸗ 
nelle. Thou ſhalte alſo ſe thy herte full ot vayne ſhames 
and dꝛedes of thy flelſſhe tof the woꝛlde. All thele ſteryn 
ges wyl alway boyle out of thy hert as water wyl renne 
out of the ſpꝛynge ol a ſtynkynge well / x letteth a blyn⸗ 
deth the lyght ok thy ſoule / that mayſt neuer le ne fele 
very clerely the loue of Jeſu Chꝛyſt. Foz wyte thou well 
tyll thy herte be moche clenſed thꝛugh table trouth and 
bely beholdynge of Chꝛyſtes manhode fro ſuche (panes 
Thou mayſt not haue gooſtiy knowlege of god/perkytly 
Math. Wytneſlynge hymlelke in the goſpell thus (Beati mudo 
3, coʒde:qm̃ ipſi deũ videbũt) Bleſled be p clene in hert / foꝛ 
they ſhall le god. Allo in meditacyon p ſhalte ſe vertues 
whiche be nedekull to the for to haue / as mekenes / myld 
nes / pacyence/ ryghtwylnes /gooſtly ſtrengthe / tempe⸗ 
raũce / clennes/ptace & ſobernes/faàyth / hope / charite. 
Thele vertues 5; ſhalt fein meditacyon / how good/how 


ele - p pars. Ca. x bj. 
fayꝛe / how pꝛokytable they be / x by prayer p Malte de⸗ 
ſyꝛethem æ gete them / without whiche thou mayſt not 
be cõtemplatyfe.Foꝛ Job ſayth thus ( In abũdantia tt Job 
gredieris lepulcrũ) That is to faye /p ſhalte in plente of v. 
good bodyly werkes ⁊ gooſtly vertues entre thy graue ⸗ 
that is the reſt in contemplacyon. ¶ what a man 
ſholde ble trefule by the vertue ok mekenes. Ca. xv. 
Dw ykthou ſholdeſt ble wylely gooſtly werkes F 

I. E ſykerly trauaple in them / the behoueth to begyn 
right lowe. Thꝛethynges thenedeth to haue firſt / vpon 
the whiche as ona lyker groũde ÿ ſhalt fet all thy werke 
thele thꝛe are mekenes / lyker fayth /c hole entent to god 
Ipꝛſt p behoueth to haue mekenes in this maner / thou 
ſhalte holde thylelfe in thy wyll e in thy felyngecyf thou 
map vnable to Dwell amonge men / & vnwoꝛthy to ferue 


god in coucrlacyon with his leruaũtes vnpꝛokytable to 


thyne euenchꝛyſten / wantyng bothe cũůnyng € myght to 
kulkylt good wertes of actyfe lyke in helpe ol thyne euen 
chꝛyſten / as other men ⁊ women do. And therkoze as a 
Wzetche x outcaſt ⁊ refuſe of all men Wome art ſparde 
in a hous alone / that 5 ſholdeſt dere ne greue no man oꝛ 
woman by euyll enſample / ſyth ÿ canſt not ꝓfyte them 
by good werkyng / ouer this the behoueth to loke ferder 
that ſyth thou art fo vnable to lerue god by bodyly wer⸗ 
kes outwarde / how moche moꝛe behoueth the to holde 
the vnable t vnwoꝛzthy to ferue hym gooſtly by inwarde 
occupacvon. Foz our lozde is a ſpiryte / as the pꝛophete 

layth ( Spũs ante facie noſtrã chꝛiſtus dñs) Before our Treñ. 
‘face a gooſt is our loꝛde Chꝛyſt / c the kyndiy ſeruyce to itis, 
hym is gooſtly / as he layth hymſelfe (Wert adoꝛantes Joh. 
adoꝛabũt patrẽ in ſpũ et veritate) Sothfaſt ſeruauntes itij. 
ſhall woꝛſhyp hym in ſpiryt x ſothfaſtnes. Than ÿthat 
art ſo buyſtous / ſo lewde / lo flelſhelx / lo blynde in gooltly 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. xbj. 
thynges / ⁊ namely of thyne owne ſoule / whiche the be⸗ 
houech fyꝛſt to knowe pt ÿ ſholdeſt cõme to the knowlege 
ol god. How ſholdeſt than fele thyſelle able oz wozthy 
to haue ſtate oʒ lykenes of cõtemplatyfe lyte/the whiche 
lyte as J haue ſayd lyeth pꝛyncypally in gooſtly know⸗ 
lege felynge of god. This J lape tothe / not that p {hol 
deſt foꝛthynke thy purpoſe t be myſpayde with thy clo 
thynge / but that ÿ ſholdeſt fele this lownes ſothfaſtly in 
thy hert pf ÿ myghteſt / oz it is ſoth ⁊ no lees. And than 
thou (halt delyꝛe nyght ⁊ dape after thy myght to cõme 
as nere às thou mapſt to the ſtate whiche p haſt taken / 
trowyng ſtedfaſtly p it is belt to the by the mercy of god 
{o2 to trauaple in. And though it be fo that Pp mayſt not 
cõmeto p fulhede of it here in this lyfe / that myght be 
in thebegynnynge of it / ⁊truſt lykerly to haue p fulbede 
by the mercy ol god in the blyſſe of heuen. Foz ſothly p is 
my lyfe J fele me fo wꝛetched ¢ fo frayle ⁊ fleſſhely / lo 
ferre fro true felynge fro that p J (pebe / that can not 
elle but crye mercy tdelpre after as J may w an hope ß 
our loꝛde wyll bꝛynge me therto in the blyſſe o heuen. 
Do thou ſo/æ better after p god gyueth p grace. The fe⸗ 
lynge ok this lownes ſhall put out of thy hert vnſkylfull 
beholdyng of other mennes dedes / and it (hall dꝛyue the 
hoolly to beholde thylelfe / as there were no man lyuyng 
but god ⁊ thou. And p ſhalte deme ⁊ holde thylelke moze 
vyle c moze wꝛetche than is ony creature p bereth lyfe⸗ 


that vnneth ſhalt ÿ luſtre thylelfe for p greatnes c nom⸗ 


bꝛe ot ſynne e fylth that ÿ ſhalte fele in the. Thus beho⸗ 
ueth the to fele ſomtyme pf ÿ wylte be very meke. Foꝛ Ff 
tell the ſothly yk thou wylt be truly meke ÿ ſhalt thynke 
a venyall ſynne in thylelfe moꝛe greuous ⁊ payntull to 
the c greater in thy lyght ſomtyme than greate deedly 
fpanes of other men. This is lothe to p yl thou wylte be 


+a Pꝛima pars. Ca. x bij. 
contemplatyle / for this ſkyll. That thynge the whiche 
putteth the ſoule o2 letceth it mooſt fro the felynge and 
knowynge ot god / ought to be mooſt greuous c paynfull 
to the. But a venpall lynne of chplelfe letteth p moze fro 
the felynge and perkyte loue ol Jeſu Chꝛyſt / than other 
mennes lynne map do / be it neuer fo moche. Semeth it 
than that thou ſholdeſt moze aryſe in thyne owne herte 
agaynſt thylelfe foꝛ to hate ⁊ deme in thylelke all maner 


of lynne whiche letteth the fro p ſyght ol god / moze than 


agaynſt the defautes of other men / lo pf thyne herte be 
clene of thyue owne ſynnes / ſothly the lynnes of al other 
men ſhold not dere the. And therfore yl thou wylt kynde 


reſt here ein the blylle ol heuen / alter the coũleyle ok one 


of the holy fathers ſaye euer daye / what am J deme 
thou no man. Who ſholde blame mennes de⸗ 


fautes and deme them / and who not. Ca. xvij. 


Ut now ſapeſt thou how may this be / lyth it is a 
dede of charite to blame men olf theyꝛ defautes /e 


to dente them for theyz amendyng it is a dede ok mercy. 


As to this J anlwere as me thynketh / p to the oz to ony 


other the wWhiche bath ſtate æ purpole ot lyke cõtempla⸗ 


tyke / it falleth not to leue p kepyng of themſelke / € to be⸗ 
holde to blame other men of theyz Defautes / but pf it 
were full great nede/lo pa man ſholde perylſhe but pip 


blamed hym. But the men whiche are actyfe / K haue fos 


ueraynte c cure ouer other /as prelates and curates aud 
luche other / they be boũde by they: offpce c by p waye of 
charite to fe ⁊ ſeke deme ryghtfully other mens dekaus 
tes / not to defpre & delyte to chaſtyſe them / but onely for 
nede W dꝛede of god / in his name / lo loue ol laluacyon 
of theyꝛ ſoules. Other men p are actyłe t haue no cure 
of other men / they be botideto blame other men oktheyꝛ 
defautes by p wayeokcharite onely / that whan p ſynne 
Sca.pꝑfec. on 


| Pnima pars. Ca. xviij. 
is deedly / and it may not well be corrected by none other 
man / whan he troweth v hethe looner ſhold be amen⸗ 
ded by his vndertakynge / elle it is better that we ceaſe. 
That this is ſothe it ſemeth by ſaynt Johñ that helde 
ſtate of cõtemplatpte lyte /æ ſayut Peter whiche had the 
ſtate of actpfe lyłe. Whan our loꝛde in his laſt Couper w 
his dilciples at pH pꝛeuy ſterynge ol ſaynt Peter to ſaynt 
Johñ tolde ſapnt Johñ how Judas ſhold betraye hy 


ſaynt Johñ told it not to ſaynt Peter as he aſked / but he 


turned hym a layd his hecdon Chꝛyſtes bꝛeſt / æ was ras 
uylſhed by loue in to cõtemplacxyon of goddes pꝛeuytees 
c lo medetully to hym p he koꝛgate bothe Judas & ſaynt 
Peter / in tokenynge ⁊techynge to other men wolde be 
coteniplatpfe/p they ſholde dilpole them to do p lane. 
¶ why men ſholde woꝛſhyp other / x lowethemtelle 
in theyꝛ owne hertes vnder all other. Ca. x viii. 
F Han ſeeſt p here ſomwhat that Pihaltenepther 
deme other men uc concepue agaynſt them woyl⸗ 
fully none euyll lulpicvon / but thou ſhalt loue them / ne 
ſe thou no defaute in them / æ woꝛſhyp them in thy hert 


luche as ledeth in the woꝛlde actyfe lyfe / E ſuffre many 
tribulacyons ⁊temptacyons / whiche ÿ ſyttynge in thy 
yous feleſt nought ol/æthey haue full mochetrauaxle cz 


diſeale foꝛ they? owne ⁊ other mennes ſuſtenaũce/æ ma⸗ 


ny ok them had well leuer lerue god yftheymyght as ß 


doeſt in bodyly reſt. Ind neuertheles they in theyꝛ woꝛld 


‘ly beſynelle flee many ſynnes /d whiche yt thou were in 
theyꝛ ſtate P ſholdeſt fall in / ⁊ hey do many good dedes 
whiche p coudeſt not do. It is no doubte that many do 
thus / whiche they be thou woteſt not / a therfore ÿ ſhalt 
Woꝛſhyp all / x let them in thy herte all aboue the as thy 
fouctapues, ⁊ caſt the downe vnder theyꝛ fete /that ÿ be 
vplelt x loweſt in thyne owne ſyght / oz it is no dꝛede ne 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. xiv. 


no peryll to d how moche ỹ mayſt lowe thpfelfe byneche 
all other / though it were lo that in goddes ſyght p had⸗ 


deſt moꝛe grace than ony other. But it is peryll to the to 
hye the and lytte thylelfe in thy thought wylkully aboue 
ony other man / though he were the mooſt wꝛetche/oꝛ y 
8 caytyte that is in erth. Foꝛ our loꝛde ſayth 
N ut ; * 2 


hymlelte he ſhall be hyed. This parte ol mekenes be⸗ 
houeth to haue in thy begynnynge / & by this ct by grace 
ſhalt ÿ cõmeto the fulbede of it / c lo ot all other beriues. 
FJoꝛ who fo hath one vertue / he Hath all other vertues / 
as moche as 5ᷣ haſt of mekenes / ſo moche haſt p of cha⸗ 
rite / ol pacyence/⁊ of other vertues / though they be not 
ſhewed out ward. Be than bely to gete mekenes / x holde 
tt / loꝛ it is the fyꝛſt c the laſt oft al vertues. It is the fyꝛſt 
for it is d groũde as Capnt Auſtyn layth. pt thou thynke 


to buylde à hye hous of vertues / oꝛdeyn the kyꝛſt a depe 


groundeof mekenes. Allo it is the laſt /foꝛ it is kepynge 
aud lauyng of all other vertues. Saynt Gregory layth. 
He that gadereth vertues without mekenes/he is lyke 


to hym o whiche maketh & bereth powder of ſpycery in 


the wynde. Do thou neuer fo many good dedes / faſte ÿ⸗ 
Wake thou / oꝛ ony other good werbe do thou / ye ÿ haue 
no mekenes / it is nought that thou doeſt. 

¶ How men Mold, do that want v kelyng of ntebenes 
in ateccpon / not dꝛedyng to moche therfore. Ca. xix. 
1 Euertheleſte yt thou may not kele this miekenes 
E inthy hert with afteccion as thou woldeſt / do as 
thou may mekethylelke in w yl by realon / trowyng that 
it ſhold be ſo as I ſaye / though thou fele it not / in that 
hold thea moze wꝛetche that p mayſt not fele lothfaſtly 
thylelfe as thou arte / e pf thou do lo / though thy flellhe 

c. ij. 


at e . Luce 
ho ſo hyeth hylelfe / he ſhall be lo wed / who lo lo weth xiiij. 


«Satta pars. Ca. xx. 
ryle agaynſt it / ⁊ wyll not aſſent to thy good wyll / be not 
to moche adꝛad / but 5 ſhalte bere x ſuffre v falle felpuge 
okthy fleſſhe as a payne / than thou ſhalte deſpyle & res 
pꝛeue that kelynge / x bꝛeke downe that rylynge of thyne 
herte / as thou Woldeſt be Well apayde for to be troden € 
fpurned vnder other mennes fete. And fo by the grace ot 
— Chꝛpyſt thꝛugh ſtedlaſt thynkyng on p mekenes of 

is precpous manhode ſhalte pabate moche p ſterõges 
of pꝛyde / x p vertue ot mekenes p was kyꝛſt in thy naked 
wyll (Hal be turned in to kelyng of affeccyõ Wout whiche 
vertue eyther in true Wyll oꝛ in felynge who fo dylpoſe 
hym to ſerue god in cõtemplatpfe lyfe as the blynde / he 
{hall ſtomble ¢ ſhall neuer cõme there. The hper he cle: 
meth by bodyly penaunce c other vertues / and hath not 

Gzego. this mekenes /p lower he falleth. Foz as ſaynt Gregory 
ſayth / he that can not ꝑkytly delpyle hymlelfe / he foũde 
neuer pet p meke wyldome of our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt. 
¶ How ypocrytes & heretpkes foʒ lackynge of mekenes 
hygh thenrflelfe in theyz hertes aboue all other. Ca. xx. 

T Pocrptes ne heretykes fele not this mekenes ney⸗ 
ther in good wyl ne in afeccion / but full dꝛye c full 

colde are theyꝛ hertes & they raynes fro the ſofte felyng 
of this vertue / in lo moche v kerder they be fro it / that 
they wene ÿ they haue it. They gnawe on 5 dꝛye barke 
within / but the lwete kyꝛznell of it c the nlp ſauour may 
they not cõme to. They lhewe outwarde mekenes in ha⸗ 
byte c holp ſpeche /in lowly beryng / Tas it ſemeth in ma 
ny bodyly c gooſtly vertues / but neuertheles in p wyl e 
in thalfeccyon of theyꝛ hert where mekenes ſholde bet 
is faynte. for they deme ⁊ deſpple ¢ fet at nought other 
men that wyl not do as they do c teche / they holde them 
eyther fooles by vncůnynge / oz blỹded by fleſſhly lyuyng 
and therfore lyft they themſelle vp on hype in theyz owne 
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ſyght aboue allother / wenyngeß they lyue better than 


other /æ p they haue onely p lothlaſtues of good lyuynge 
and in gooſtly felpnge e lyngular grace of god / bothe in 
knowynge titi gooſtly felyng palling other men. And in 


this lyght of themlelte ryleth a delyte in theyꝛ hertes in 


whiche they woꝛſhyp ⁊ pꝛayſe themlelke / as there were 
none but they / they pꝛayle r thanke god w theyꝛ lyppes 
but in theyꝛ hertes they ſtele as theues p woꝛſhyp the 


thãtzyng fro god / x letteth it in themlelke / a lo they haue 
neyther mekenes in kelynge ne in wyll. A wzetched canis 


tyke oꝛa ſynner p falleth all daye / x is (orp vᷣ he dothe ſo⸗ 
though he haue not mekenes in affeccyon / he bath it in 


à good wyll. But an heretyke oꝛ an ypocryte hath ney⸗ 
ther. Foz they haue the cõdicion of the pharylee / whiche 


camecas our loꝛde ſayth in p goſpelꝰ w the publycane in 


top templeto prayet wha he came he praped not ne al⸗ 


ted ought of god / foꝛ hym thought he had no nede / but. 


he began to thanke god e ſaydthus. Loꝛde Ithaukethe 

that ÿ gyueſt me grace moze tha to other / that J am not 
s other men be / robbers / lecherous / oꝛ other fuche ſyn⸗ 
ners. And he loked behynde hym elawe the publycane 


whiche he knewe loꝛ a wzetche / knockynge on his bꝛeſt 


7 onely crpenge after merey / than he thãked god p he was 


not luche one as he was / loꝛ loꝛd he layd J fall twyle in 


the weke / & J pape truly my tythes. And whan he had 


done our loꝛdi ſaydỹ he pede home agayn wout grace as 


hecame / gate ryght nought. But now layeſt ÿ wherin 


trelpaced this pharylee/lythen he thanked god / was 
lothe ỹ he layd. As tothis J anlwere ⁊ ſaye p this pha⸗ 


rie treſpaced in as moche as he demed erepzeucd in his 
hert p publycane whiche was iuſtifyed ol god / allo he 


treſpaced for he thanked god onely w his mouth / but he 
delyred pꝛyuely c wylfully by a prey pꝛyde in hymlelte 
Hca.pfec. c.iij. 


okthe zyten 1 — chyp 3 — 
c let it in hymſelte. This fame — pharife 
ſothly bath heretykes ⁊ ypocrites. They wyl not gladly 
pꝛaye / yt they pꝛaye / they meke notthemfelfe / know⸗ 
legynge truly theyꝛ wꝛetchednes / but they make them 
ſelke by a keynynge foꝛ to thanke tloue god / & ſpetzeth of 
hym w theyꝛ mouth / but theyꝛ delyte is vayne x falſe/a 
not in god / they wene not fo they can not loue god. Foꝛ 

Etck. ag the wyſle man fapth( 1 laug 

rb. is) It is neyther fayꝛe ne femelp prap pnge of god in d 
mouth of a ſynner / Wherfoꝛe it is . — — the ct to 
me to uche other wꝛetches for to leue the condicyon of 
this pharifee feyned louynge ol god / lolo we the publi. 
cane in lowneſſe / aſtzyuge mercy t foꝛgyuenes of ſynnes 
c grate ok gooſtiy vertues/õ we myght afterwarde wa 
clene herte ſothlaſtly thanke hym tlouc hym / and gyue 
hym hoolly d woꝛſhyp without feynynge. Foz our lode. 

Elai. —— baopbete (Dun aue cequir(cct (pas. 
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nes megs) Upon — halt mp fpirpterett ebean: 
ſwereth byintelfefapth,Uponncnebut vponthe meke 
poore æcontryte in herte / dꝛedynge my woꝛdes. Than 
yl thou haue the ſpiryte ot god rulyng in thy herte/haue 
mekenes and dꝛede hym. ¶ what thynges men 
ought to byleue by q ſyker fayth. Ca. xxi. 
F he ſeconde thynge whiche the behoueth to haue 
(is (pber trouth in all thartycles of the fapth/æ in 
the facrametes of holy chyꝛche/trowynge them ſtedfaſt 
y with all thy wyll in thy herte / a though thou fele onp 
ſterynge in thy herte agaynſt onyof them by luggeſtyon 
of thyne ennemp foꝛ to put the in doute ofkthem/ bethon 
ſtedlaſt not to moche adꝛad of kelynge of luche ſterpn⸗ 
Wacht foulahe thyne owne wytte Wout dilputyngeoz 


agai Pꝛima pars. Ca. xi. 
taunſakyng ot them / let thy fayth generally in p fayth 
ol hoip chyꝛche / and charge not thetteryng of thy herte⸗ 
Whicheas d lemeth is cõtrarp therto. Foz p ſterpuge is 
not thy fayth / hut the faythof holychyꝛche is thy layth 
though thou neuer ſe it ne kele it. And bere than lucheſte 
rynges pacyently as a ſeourge of our loꝛde/by p whiche 
he wyll clenle chy herter make thy fayth ſtedfaſt. Allo p 
behoueth to loue æ wozſhyp in thy herte all the lawes e 
oꝛdynauntes made by prelates & rulers of holy chyꝛche 
eyther in declaryng ol the fayth / oz of p ſacramentes/oꝛ 
in general of all chꝛyſten men / mekely e truly aſſent to 
them / though it be lo that knowe not p caule of they 
oꝛdynaũte / though that ÿ thynke y ſome were vndkyl⸗ 
ful /p ſhalt not demethem ne repꝛeue them / but woꝛſhip 
them al though they longe but lytell to the. He receyue 
thou none opinpyon ne fantaſp ne ſingular cõceyte vnder 
colour ot᷑ moꝛe holyneſſe as ſome do arenot Wyſe/ney⸗ 
ther by thyne owne ymagvuyng/ne by techynge of none 
other man / whiche contraryeth to the leeſt oꝛdynaũce oꝛ 

erall techyng ol all holy chyꝛche. And ouer this thou 
alte hope ſtedlaſtlythat p arte dꝛdeyned of our loꝛde to 
be ſaued / as one ot his cholen by his mercy / & ſtere not 
kro this hope what lo p hrareſt 02 ſeeſt/oꝛ What tempta 
cyon thou be in /e though y thynke p fo great a wꝛetche 
that thou were worthy to lynke in to hell loꝛ that y doeſt 
no good / ne lerueſt god as thou ſholdeſt do / pet holdethe 
in this trouth e in this hope / cathe mercy/x all hall be 
tyght well pe c though all the deuylles of hell appered 
in bodyly lykenes ſlepynge oꝛ wakynge / ſayenge to the 
that ÿ ſholdeſt not be ſaued / oꝛ al men lyuynge in erth og 
all che aungels in heuen. p it myght be layd to the the 
lame /ÿᷣ ſholdeſt not byleue them / ne be fered moche fro 
che hope ol faluacyon. This N fape to the / for ſome ben 

c.iiij. 


Pꝛima pa Ca. xxii. 
fo Wepke dd ſymple p Whant — haue gyuen themleik 
all hoolly to lerue god after theyz cũnyng ykthey kele ony 
ſterynge within bythincaſtyng — fro 
without of onp ofp deuylles pꝛophetes whiche men call 
ſothlayers that they ſholde not be laued / oz theyz ſtate ol 
they: maner ok lyuynge were not plealynge to god / they 
ben aſtonyed e ſtered with luche woꝛdes / fo for vncun 
nyng they fall lomtyme in a great heuynes / as it were 
ina deſpeyꝛe of ſaluacyon / wherkoꝛe as me thynketh it 
is ſpedelull to euery creature whiche by our loꝛde Jelu 
Chzyſt is in full wyll to foꝛſake ſynne / and as clerely as 
his cõſcience telleth hym he ſuffreth no deedly lynne reſt 
in hymß he ne ſhꝛyueth hym ſoone therot / x make hym 
tothe ſacramentes of holy chyꝛche / for to haue a truſt of 
faluacyon. And moche moze than they that gyue them 
hoolly to god / and flee venyal ſynnes after they myght. 
Andon p cõtrary Wyleas peryllous it is to hym whiche 
eth wyttyngly in deedly ſynne for to haue truſt of lal⸗ 
uacvon /⁊ in hopeot᷑ that truſt wyl not koꝛlake his fynne 
r lowe hym truly to god and holy chyꝛche. 

Howa a Table entent is nedefull to theſe that cholde 
pleale god / diſcrecyon in bodyly werkes. Ca. xxij. 
Fhethyzethynge that is nedefull to p foꝛ to haue 
in thy begynnynge / is a hole and a ſtable enten⸗ 
cyon that is to ſaye/a hole wyll and a deſyꝛe onely foꝛ to 
pleaſe god / foꝛ that is charite / wout whiche al is nought 
chat thou doeſt. And thou ſhalt let thyne entent alway to 
ferche ætrauayle how thou myght pleale hym / no tyme 
to ceaſe wylfully o good occupacyon / eyther bodyly og 
gooſtly. e thou ſhalt not ſet a tyme in thy hert / as thus 
loge thou woldeſt ſerue god / lythen to luffre thy hert 
Wyplfulty fall downe in to vayne thoughtes c ydle occus 
neee were nedekul foꝛ ſauynge ol thy 


Rae Pꝛima pars. Ed. xxij. 
bodyly kynde / leuynge the kepynge of thy herte ¢ good 
occupacyon /ſekyng a reit ⁊ cõfoꝛte foꝛ a tyme outwarde 
by thy bodyly wyttes / oꝛ inwarde vanytees/as it were 
for recreacyon of thy ſpiryte / foꝛ it ſhold be moze ſharper 
afterwarde to gooſtly trauayle/foꝛ I trowe it is not ſoth 
IA laye not that mayſt in dede per foꝛme thyne entent / 
foz ofte ſythes thy bodyly nede / eatynge / dꝛynkynge / lle⸗ 
pynge ⁊ ſpekynge / æ the fraylte of the flellhe ſhall let the 
bethou neuer fo beſy / hynder the. But J wold that thy 
Wyll æ thyne entent were alwaye hole to trauayle gooſt⸗ 
ly oꝛ bodyly/⁊ no tyme to be ydle / but alway lyftynge vp 
thy herte by delpꝛe to god ⁊ to p blyſſe ol heuen / whether 
thou eate oꝛ dꝛynke oꝛ ony other bodyly trauapyle ỹ thou 
vleſt / as moche as mayſt wylfully leue it not. Foꝛ vf p- 
hauethis enteut / it hall make the euer quycke c ſharpe 
in thy trauayle/⁊ pf p fall by fraylteoꝛ neclygenceinonp 
pole dccupacyon oꝛ vayne ſpeche / it ſhall ſcmyte vpon thy 
herte ſharply as a pꝛycke / x make p foꝛ to yꝛke tbe wery 
of all vanytees / for to turne agayne haſtely to inwarde 
thynkynge of Jelu Chꝛyſt / oz to ſome good occupacyon / 
foʒ agaynſt thy bodyly kynde it is good to vle dilcrecyon 
in eatynge / dꝛynkyng ¢ llepyng / x in all maner of bodyly 
penaũce/⁊ in longe prayer by ſpeche / oꝛ in bodyly felyng 
by great keruour of deuocion / eyther in wepyng oꝛ ſuche 
other / alſo in ymagynynge ofthe ſpiryte whan a man 
feleth no grace. In all thele werkes it is good to kepe 
dilcrecyon / foꝛ the meane is p beſt. But in deſtropenge ol 
ſynne/kepynge of thyne herte / x in contynuall delyꝛe ol 
vertues / the blyſſe of heuen / + for to haue the gooſtly 
knowynge ⁊ Ploupngeot Jelu Chꝛyſt holde ỹ no meane 
Foꝛ v moze that it is otthis/the better it is. Foꝛ ÿ halte 
haue lynne x all flelſhely loues a dꝛedes in thy herte w⸗ 
olit ſeynge / thou ſhalt loue vertuts æclennes / deſyꝛe 


J. Co⸗ 
rin. x. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca.xxiij. 
them without ſtyntynge yl ÿ myght. J ſape not that it 
is nedetullto laluacyon / but J hope it ts ſpedefull/e pk 
thou kepe it 2ᷣ ſhalte profpte moze in one pere in vertues 
than thou ſhalte without this pꝛolyte in. bij.peres. 

C Oka ltell reherſyng of thynges fayd beloze / cof ma 

kynge ok otrynge ỹ ſholde be oſtred to god. Ca. xxiij. 

* I haꝛie tolde che fyꝛſt of p ende whichethou 

Zſhalte beholde inthy delyze / aud dꝛaweto ward it 
as nygh as ̊ mapſt. Allo I haue ſayd the at the begyn⸗ 
nynge what p nedeth to haue / as mekenes / ſyker trouth 
and a hole entent to god / vpon the whichegrounde thou 
ſhalte let thy godſtly yous by pꝛayer ⁊ by meditacvon/æ 
other gooſtiy vertues. Chan ſape F tothe thus / pꝛave 
chou orthpnke thou oꝛ ony other dede that v doeſt good 
by grace /oꝛ euyli by thyne owne fraylte /oꝝ what p thou 
keleſt / leeſt oꝛ heareſt / melleſt oꝛ ſaudureſt woutfoꝛth in 
thy bodyly wyttes / oꝛ win in ymagyuacyon/ſnowyuge 
02 felyng in thy reaſon / hꝛynge it all within thetrouth e 
the rules of holychyꝛche / caſt all in the moꝛter of mede 
nes /c bꝛeke it ſmall Wa peſtell of dꝛede of god/ e thaowe 
the powder ot all this in the fyꝛe ol delyꝛe / offre it ſo to 
god / c I tell the foꝛſothe well hall p olfrynge lyke inthe 
tyght ol thy loꝛde Jelu / lwete hall the cmoneof ß tyre: 
furellto p face ol thy loꝛde Jelu. This is to ſape. Dꝛawe 


all this that p feleſt within the trouth ol holy chyꝛche /e 


bꝛekethylelke in mekenes / and offre the delyꝛe of thyne 
herte onely to thy loꝛde Jelu for to haue hym / ænought 
elſe but hym. And yt thou dothus / J hope bythe grace 
of Chꝛyſt y halte neuer be ouercõme by thyne ennemy. 
This taught vs ſaynt Poule whan he ſaid thus (Aue 
manducatis ſiue bibitis /ſiue quicaͥd aliud facitis:oĩa in 
noĩe dñi facite) whether pe eate oꝛ dꝛynbze / ꝛ What ma⸗ 
ner ok dede ß pe do / all do ye in the name ok our lozd Fe 


sas Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxiiij.et.xxb. 
Chpſt / loꝛſakynge pour elfe /and oftre it vp bato hym. 
Meanes whiche thou ſhalt mooſt vlecas A haue betoze 
lapddare pꝛayer and meditaeyon. Fyꝛſt I thal ſhewe the 
à lptell ot᷑ pꝛaper/and after ot meditacyon. 


¶ Ot pꝛaper that is ſpedekull to gete clenneſſe ol 

herte and bertues. Ca. xxiiiji. 
aper is pofptable ⁊ (pedefull to ble for to gete 
BF denneſſe ot herte by deſtroyenge ol ſynnne and re 
tepupngok vertues / not that thou ſholdeſt by thy pꝛayer 
make our loꝛde knowe what z delpactt. Foz he knoweth 
Well pnough What the nedeth / but foz to make the able 
and redy by thy pꝛaper that thou myght receyue as a 
clene beffell the grace that our loꝛde wyll frely gyue to 
the / whiche grace may not be felte tyll thou be allaped 
and purifyed by the fyꝛe of delpꝛe in deuoute prayer. Foz, 
though it be lo that prayer is not the cauſe for whiche 
our lozdegyueth grace /neuertheleſleit is a wapebythe 
Whiche grace freiy gyuen cõmeth to a loule. 


¶ How men ſholde pꝛape / and wheron the poynt ol 
theyz thought ſhall be let in prayer. Ca. xx. 
Alt now delpyꝛeſt thou perauenture koꝛ to knowe 

how thou ſholdeſt pꝛaye / and vpon what thynge 
thou ſholdeſt fet the poynt of thy thought in thy prayer... 
And alſo what prayer were beſt foꝛ the to ble, As tothe 
kyꝛſt J anſwere and ſaye thus. Chat whan thou arte 
Wakened of thy ſlepe and redy to pꝛaye / thou ſhalte fele 
thy ſelfe flelſhely and heuy euer down warde to vayne 
thoughtes / eyther of dꝛemes oz fantalyes oꝛ of vnſbyl⸗ 
full belpnelſe ok ß woꝛlde 02 of p ſlelſhe. Than behoueth 
cheto quycken thyne herte by pꝛayer/ x ſtere it as moche 
as thou mayſt to ſome deuocion. And in thy pꝛayer that 
thou ſet not thyne herte in ony bodylytyynge / but all 


ai puma pars: Ca. xxbj. 
| 67 ame challbe for to dꝛawe in thought fro behol⸗ 
dynge ok all bodyly thynges / that thy delyze myght be 


as it were naked & bare fro all erthly thynges / euer vp⸗ 


warde ſtyenge vnto Jelu Chꝛyſt / whom ÿ mayſt neuer 
ſe bodyly as he is in his godhede / ne by bodyly lykenes 
in ymagynacyon. But thou mayſt thꝛough deuoute and 
contynuall beholdynge of the mekenes of his precyous 
manhode kele the goodnes of the grace of his godhede / 
whan thy defpre is ealed e holpen and as it were made 
free fro all flelſhely thoughtes d affeccyons / x is moche 
lykt vp by gooſtly myght in to gooſtly fauour and delyte 
in hym ok his gooſtly pꝛelence / ⁊ holde therin moche of ß 
tyme ok thy prayer / (o that thou haſt no great mynde ok 
erthly thynges / oz elle the myndegreueth the but lytell / 
pkß can pꝛavethus / than cauſt p praye well. Foz prayer 
is nought elle but a ſtyenge decyꝛe of the herte in to god / 
by withdꝛawynge of the herte kro all erthly thoughles / 
and lo is paper lykened to a kyʒe / Whiche ok his owne 
kynde leueth the lowneſſe of the erth / and alwaye ſtyeth 
vp in to thayze. Ryght ſo delyꝛe in pꝛayer whan it is tou 
ched and lyghtened of the gooſtly fyꝛe whiche is 2 on 
0 an euer a to hym that it came fre 
| Of the kyꝛe ol lou. Ca. xx vj. 
Lmenõ ſpeke of the pre st lowe knowe not well 
What it is / for what it is I can not tell the /laue 
this ji may tell the / that it is neyther bodyly/ne bodyly 
keled. A foule may fele it in pꝛayer oꝛ in deuocyd / whiche 
loule is in the body / but he keleth it not with no bodyly 
wWytte. Foz though it be fo p it werke in a ſoule / the body 
may turne into an hete / ⁊ as it were chafed fo2 lykynge 
trauaple ofp ſpiryte. Heuertheles the fyꝛeot loue is not 
bodyly / foz it is onely in p gooſtly delyꝛe of p ſoule. This 
is no doubte to no man 02 woman * keleth deuocyon. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca.xx bts. 

But Come be lymple ⁊ wene bycauſe it is called fyꝛe that 
it holde be hote as bodyly fpze is / fo2 thy J fay that J 
haue ayo. ¶ That the certapne prayer in (peche 
oꝛdeyned of god ⁊ ok holy chyꝛche is belt to them that be 
newe turned to god and to deuocpon. Ca. xx vij. 
ce as forthe other to knowe What prayer were 
belt for to bie/F ſhal ſaye as me thynketh. Thou 

ſhalte vnderſtande that there bethꝛe maner of prayers. 
The firſt is prayer of lpeche made ſpecially of god / as is 
the Pater noſter. made alſo moze generally bythoꝛdy⸗ 
naũce of holy chyꝛche/ as matyns / euenſonge c houres. 
And alſo made by deuout men of other (pecpal ſapenges 
as to our loꝛde ⁊ to our lady/⁊ to his ſayntes. Bs to this 
mauer of prayer that is called vocal /me thynketh to the 
that art religyous 2 by cuſtome c rule art boũde to fape 
matyns ⁊ houres / holde it mooſt ſpedetult foꝛ to fape 
them as deuoutly as thou mapſt. Foz whan thou layeſt 
thy matyns / lapeſt alſo thy Pater noſter pꝛyncypally 
and other moꝛe. Foꝛ to ſtere the to moꝛe Deuocyon Was it 
odeyned to ſape allo pſalmes and ymnes /e luche other 
whiche be made by p holy gooſt/ as the Pater noſter is / 
c therfoꝛe p ſhalte not faye them haſtely e rechelelly / as 
thou were euyll apayd that thou art boũde w them / but 
thou ſhalte gader thyne affeccyon ⁊ thy thought to ſaye 
them ſadly and more deuoutly than ony other ſpecpall 
praper of deuocyvon / trowyng for lothe that ſyth it is the 
prayer of holy chyꝛche / there is no prayer ſo ꝓkytable to 
the whiche is vocall to vle cõmunly as p is. And fo ſhalt 
thou put awaye all heuyneſſe / e by grace 5ᷣ ſhalte turne 
thy nede in to a good wyll/æ thy bonde in to a greate fre⸗ 
dome / that it Hall be no lettynge to the of gooſtly occupa: 
cyon. And after this thou mayſt yl ÿ wylte be other / as 
thy Pater nofter.o2 ony ſuche other / cor thele ß whiche 


Printa pars. Ca. xxbiij. 

thou felef mooſt lauour ⁊ mooſt gooſtly cõfoꝛte in that 
holde I belt to the. This maner of pꝛaper is ſpedekull 
cõmunip to every man in the begynnynge ok his cöuer⸗ 
ſyon to ble mooſt of ony other gooſtly occupacyon. Foꝛ a 
man in the begynnynge is rude & buyſtous aud flelſhly 
but yk he haue the grace / and can not thynke no gooſtly 
thoughtes in meditacion for his ſoule is not pet clenſed 
fro the olde ſyune / ætherkoꝛe J hope it is mooſt ſpedetull 
to ble this maner of prayer’ as to faye his Pater noſter 
and his Aue. and to rede vpon his plalter/⁊ ſuche other. 
Foz he that can not ren lyghtly by gooſtly pꝛayer / foꝛ his 
fete of knowyng c of louyng ben ſycke ſoꝛ ſynne / hym ne⸗ 
deth to haue a lyker ſtaffe to hold hym by. This ſtatte is 
ſpecyall prayer of ſpeche oꝛdeyned by god holy chyꝛche 
in helpeof mennes ſoules. By p whiche pꝛaper theſoule 
ok a flelſhely man that is alway fallynge dowuwarde in 
to Worldly thoughtes a Helſhely affeccyon ſhall be lyſte 
vp fro them ¢ be holden by it as by a ſtaffe / fedde with 
wete woꝛdes of the pꝛayer / as a chylde w myltze / x ku⸗ 
led by it that he fall not in to errours ne kantalyes by his 
vayne meditacyõs. Foz in this maner ot᷑ pꝛayer is no de⸗ 
ceyte / who lo Wyll ſtedfaſtly c mekely trauayle therin. 

¶ What peryll it is to men that in che begynnynge 
bokthepꝛ turnynge to god /leue the comune pꝛayer 
of the oꝛdynaunce of holy chyꝛche / and gyue them 
to meditacvon. | Capkłm. xx bij. 
f Han mayſt thou fe by this that thele men yt ony 
| be ſuche ÿ in the begynnynge of theyꝛ cõuerlyon 
oꝛ ſoone after whan they haue felce a lytell gooſtly con⸗ 
forte eyther in deuocyon oꝛ in knowynge / and are not pet 
Tabled therin they leue luche prayer vocall to ſoone and 
other bodyly exercyle / x gyue them hooly to meditacyon 
they be not wyle / loꝛ oft lythes in theyz reſt for theyz me⸗ 


| 


ae Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxix. 
ditacyons they ymagyn ⁊ thynke on gooſtly thynges af 
ter theyꝛ wytte x folowe theyꝛ bodyly felyng / haue not 
vet receyued grace therto / ⁊ therkoꝛe they by diſcrecyon 
ofte ſythes ouertrauayle they. wyttes / ⁊ bꝛeke theyꝛ bo 
dyly myght/ x lo they fall in to fantalyes c ſyngular con 
ceytes/oꝛ in open errours / ᷑ let Pp grace that god gyueth 
them by ſuche vanytees / the caule of all this is a pꝛeup 
pꝛyde of themſelfe/as whan they haue feite a lytell gra 
tethey wene it fo moche paſſynge other that they fallin 
vayngloꝛpy /and fo they lefe it. yt they wyſt how lytell it 
were that they fele in regardeol that that god gyueth oꝛ 
may gvue / they Hold be aſhamed to ſpeke ought therot 
but it were in greate nede. Ok this maner ot pꝛayer by 
ſpeche/ſpeketh Dauyd in the plalter thus (Voce mea Pfal. 
ad dñm clamaui:voce mea ad dm depꝛecatꝰ ſum) Loo xiij. 
Daud the ꝓphete fo2 to ſtere other men to pꝛaye bothe 
with herte t with mouth ſayd. With my voyce Jcryed 
to god / With my ſpeche J belought our loꝛde. 
¶ Of the leconde maner of prayer p is in ſpeche not cer: 
tãyne / but foloweth v ſterynge ort deuocyon. Ca. xxix. 
r he ſeconde maner of pꝛayer is by ſpeche/but it is 
i 95 not of ony certayne ſpecyall ſayenge. And this is 
whana man oz woman feleth grace of deuocyon by the 
gyft of god / x in his deuocion lpeketh to hym as he were 
bodyly in his pꝛeſeuce with fuche woꝛdes as accoꝛdeth 
mooſt to his ſtering for p tvme/⁊ as cõmeth to his myn⸗ 
de after dyuerſe rewardes whiche he keleth in his hert / 
eyther reherſynge his ſynnes ⁊ his wꝛetchednes / oz the 
malyce tthe ſleyghtes of the ennemy / oz elle the mercy 
the goodnes of god. And with that he cryeth with de⸗ 
ſyꝛe ot herte æ with ſpeche of mouth to our loꝛde fo2 ſuc⸗ 
cour efor heipe / as a many were in peryll amonge his 
ennempes / oz in (pines ſhewyng his ſoꝛes to god as to a 


Paima pars. Ca. xxx. 
leche / fapenge as Dauyd ſayd (Cripe me de inimicis 
meis de meus) A loꝛde delyuer meof myne ennempes. 
5. l. Oꝛ elſe thus (Sana anima mea qe peccaui tibi) A loꝛde 
heale my ſoule / foꝛ J haue ſynned agaynſt the / oꝛ ſuche 
other as cometh to mynde. And alſo hym thynketh fo 
moche good t grace ⁊ mercy in god / that hym lytzeth w 
great atteccyon ofthe bert foꝛ to loue bpm ⁊thanke hym 
by ſuche woꝛdes ⁊ pſalmes as accozdeth top louynge ct 
Hlal. pꝛaplynge ot god / as Dauid ſayd (Conkitemini dño qm̃ 
bonus:qm̃ in (chin mia eius) Loue pꝛayle pe our loꝛde 
foꝛ he is good / c by luche other as he is tered to faye. 
¶ That the ſeconde maner of prayer pleaſeth moche 
god / and maketh a man to behaue hym in body as 
he were dꝛonken / and maketh hym in foule to be 
Yoounded with the lwerde of loue. Ca. xxx. 
kee maner of prayer moche plealeth god / fo; it 
is onely of the alfeccyon of the herte / ⁊therloꝛe it 
gothe neuer vnſpent Wout lome grace / this praper lon⸗ 
geth to P ſeconde parte of cõtemplacyon as J haue ſayd 
vefoꝛe / who fo hath this gyft of god reuerently / hym be⸗ 
houeth foꝛ p tyme to flee p pretence cõpany ofall men / 
and to be alone p he be not letted / who fo haue it holde it 
whyle he may / oz it may not longe laſt in p feruour. Foꝛ 
pl grace cme plenteoufly it is trauaplous wonderfully 
to the ſpiryte / though it be lykynge. And it is moche wa 
ſtyngeto p bodyly kynde who lo moche ble it. Foz it maz 
keth p body yk grace cõme myghtylp fo2 to ſtere ⁊ turne 
here ⁊ there as aman yp were madde oꝛ dꝛonken & coude 
haue no reſt / this is a poynt of the paſſpon of loue/ the 
whiche by greate violence x mayſtry bꝛeketh downe all 
luſtes ⁊ lykynges of ony erthly thynge / e it woũdeth the 
foule w the lwerde of loue / that the body kalleth downe x 
may not bere it. This touchynge is ot lo great myghtß 


5. Bplmapars. Ca. xxxi. 
the mooſt vycyous oꝛ fleiſheiy man lpuynge in erthe / yl 
he were well touched ones myghtpip with this Harpe 
werde / he ſhold be ryght ſadde & ſobze a great whyle af: 
ter / and lothe all the luſtes c lykynges ot his fleſſhe / all 
erthly thynges Whiche he had mooſt delyte in. 

¶ How the kyꝛe of loue waſteth all felthely luſtes/as 

other fyꝛe waſteth all bodyly thvuges. Ca. xxxi. 
Onerr maner of felpnge ſpeketh p pꝛophete Jere⸗ 

XJ itive thus (Et factus ef in coꝛde meo quaſi ignis Tren. 
eituans clauſuſq; in olſlibꝰ mets: et defect ferro nõ ſuſti⸗ 
nens) This is thus moche to vnderſtande. The loue ⁊ 
the feiynge of god was made in my Hert not as fyꝛe / but 
as fyꝛe giowyng. Foꝛ as bodylp fyze bꝛenneth e waſteth 
all bodyly thẽges where it cõmeth / ryght fo gooſtiy fyʒe 
as is p loue ot god bꝛenneth e Waſteth all flelſhely loues 
r lpkynges in a mannes foule. Aud this fyꝛe is ſtoken in 
my bones / as the pꝛophete ſayth of hymſelfe / that is to 
(ape this loue fulfylleth the myghtes of my ſoule / as 
mynde/reaſon / wyll of grace a gooſtly ſwetneg / as ma 
xy fplleth full the bone / z that within / e not without in 
the wyttes. Neuertheles it is fo myghty within that it 
ſimyteth out in to the body / æ maketh all the body quake 
etremble. It is ſo ferre fro p bodyly kynde ¢ fo vncouth 
that he can no (ep of it / æ may not bere it / but falleth / 
kalleth downe / as the pꝛophtte ſayth. And therloꝛe our 
loꝛde tempereth it / and withdꝛaweth the keruour / x fufs 
kreth the hert to fall in to a ſoberte of moze ſoftnes / who 
cat pꝛape thus ofte he ſpedeth loone in his trauaple / he 
thal gete moze of vertues in a lytel tyme than ſome man 
without this / oz an other as good (hall gete in longe ty⸗ 
me loꝛ all the bodyly penaũce that he myght do / x who 
hath this / it nedeth not to charge the bodyĩy kynde with 
moe penaunce than it bereth / yt he haue it olte. 

Sc. pfec. d. j. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca.xxxij. 
Cees mano prayer that — —— 
z herte without ſpeche out warde. Ca. ot 
Te one maner of praper ts onely in — — 
— without ſpeche by greate reſt ſoftnes ot p body 
cokthe ſoule. A clene herte hym behoueth to haue p ſhall 
pꝛape well thus. Foꝛ it is ot ſuche men c women thatby 
longe trauayle bodyly ⁊ gooſtly /o elle by ſuche ſharpe 
Imytynges of louecas I haue ſaid befoꝛe)cõme into reſt 
ok ſpicpte lop theyꝛ atfecevon is turned in to gooſtiy ſa⸗ 
uour/ð they may nygh contynually pꝛape in theyꝛ herte 
c loueſt pꝛayſe god without great lettyng ot tẽptacyons 
oꝛot vanytees/as J haue betoꝛe ſayd in p ſeconde parte 
of contemplacyon. Ot this maner ot pꝛayer ſayth ſaynt 
Cozin. Poule thus ¶ Mam ſi oꝛẽ lingua: ſpiritꝰ me? oꝛat:mens 
xuij. aàutẽ mea line tructu ek. Quid ergo. Oꝛabo et ĩpũ oꝛabdo 
et mente: pſallã ſpiritu pſallã et mente) Chatis to ape 
pt I pꝛape with my tongue onely by ð wyll or ſpiryte x 
by trauaple/the pꝛayer is medetull / hut my ſoule is not 
fedde / for. tt keleth not p krupteof gooſtty ſwetnes by vn⸗ 
derſtandyng. What hall than do / ſayth ſaynt Noule. 
And he anlwereth e layth / J ſhall pꝛape by trauayies 
delpꝛe of ß ſpiryte/æ I {hall pꝛaye alſo moꝛe inwardiy in 
my lpiryte Wout trauaple in gooſtly ſaucure æ ſwetnes 
of the loue ¢ the ſyghtof god / bx p whiche ſyght æ feyng 
of loue my ſoule is fedde. Thus as Fi vnderſtande ſaynt 
Poule coude pray, Of this maner ot pꝛayer ſpcketh our 
Leuit᷑. loꝛde in holy wꝛyte by fygure thus (Ignis in altari mo 
ir. lempardebit:a quotidie facerdos ſurgẽs mane ſubijciet 
ligna vt ignis no extinguat᷑) This is as mocheto faves 
the kyꝛe ot loue ſhall euer be lyght in p ſouleofa deuoute 
AU and clene man oꝛ woman /the whiche is p awter ol our 
———.  lorde/ethe pꝛeeſt ſhall euery Daye at moꝛue elapẽ to ſtyc⸗ 
kes wou cgerhere⸗ ip ig to wes 5 


by holy pſalmes /clene thoughtes / feruent delyze nou: 
rylſhe p kyze ok loue in his herte / that it go not out in ony 
tyme. This reſt our loʒde gyueth to lome of his leruaun 
tes as it were a rewarde of theyz trauapyle / ⁊ a ſhadowe 
bol the loue whiche they hall haue in p blyſſe of heuen. 
(How men ſholde do that ben trauayled with vayne 
tthoughtes in cheyꝛ pꝛaypers. Ca. xxxiif. 
| Bin now ſeeſt thou that I ſpeke ouer bpetothe in 
this maner of pꝛaper / toꝛ it is no mayſtry to me 
to ſape it / but to do it there is p mayſtry. Thou ſayſt that 
thou canſt not pꝛaye thus deuoutly ne fo holy in herte as 
Ilpeke of. Foz whan thou Woldeſt haue the mynde of 
chyne herte vpwarde to god in thy pꝛaytr⸗/ÿ feleſt fo mas 
ny thoughtes in vayne ol thyne owne dedes before done 
dn what ; thalt doe of other mennes dedes / x luche ma 
nypother / lettyng e tarpeng / ſo that mayſt neyther fele 
lauour / ne reſt/ne deuocyon in thy ſayenge /K olte ſythes 
the moꝛe y trauayleſt to kepe thyne herte /p kerther it is 
kro the / the harder / ſomtyme fro the beg ynnyng to the 
luaſt ende / that the thynketh it is but loft all that p doeſt. 
And to this that p ſayſt 5 I ſpeke to hyeto the of prayer 
I qgraũt wel that I ſpeke otherwyle than J can oꝛ may 
do. Meuertheleſle Fs (ape it loꝛ this entent that ſholdeſt 
knowe how we ought to pꝛaye yt we dyd well / x ſythen 
We may not do ſo/that we knowe than our keblenes me⸗ 
kely / and crye god mercy. Our loꝛde bad thus hymſelfe 
whan he ſayd ( Diliges dũm dett tuũ ex toto coꝛde tuo⸗ 
ex tota aĩa tua:et ex oĩbus viribꝰ cuts) Chou ſhalte loue Math. 
god w all thy hert / all thy ſoule /r all thy myght. It is xxii. 
impollyble to ony man to fulfpll this byddynge fo fully 
ag it is ſayd/lyuynge in erth. And neuertheleſſe our loꝛ⸗ 
de badde vs foꝛ to loue fo fo2 this entent / as ſayut Bers 
narde layth / that we olde knowe therby kebleneg 
ij. 


J Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxxiij. 
and than mekely crye mercy / we ſhall haue it. Heuer⸗ 
theleſſe F ſhall tell the as me thynketh in this aſkynge. 
Whan 5 ſhalte pꝛaye make thyne entent a thy wyll in ỹ 
begynnynge as hole c as clene to god as p mapſt ſhoꝛtly 
in thy mynde / and than begyn e do as thou mayſt. And 
though ᷣ be neuer fo moche letted agaynſt thy firſt wyll 
be not adꝛadde / ne to angry with thylelfe / ne impacyent 
agaynſt god that he gyueth the not the ſauour of gooſtly 
cwetnes w deuocpon / as the thynketh that he gyueth to 
other creatures / but ſe therby thyne owne feblenes / and 
bere it eaſely/holdynge in thyne owne lyght thyne owne 
pꝛaper feble as it is mekenes of herte / truſtynge alſo 
(ykerly in the mercy of our loꝛde /p he ſhall make it good 
and pꝛokytable to p morethan thou knoweſt oꝛ feleſt.oʒ 
wyte 5 well that fart excuſed of thy dette / a thou ſhalte 
haue mede foꝛ it as for another good dede that ÿ doeſt in 
charite / though thy bert were not ther vpon in p doynge 
Therkoze do that lõgeth to thee (uffre our loꝛde to gyue 
what he wyll / x teche hym not. Ind though thou theke 
thyſelke recheles c neclygent / and as thou were in great 
defaute foꝛ ſuche thynges. Heuertheleſſe pet ſhalte p for 
this defaute and all other venyalles whiche may not be 
eſchewed in this wꝛetched lyfe lyft vp thyne hert to god 
knowlegyng thy wꝛetchednes / ⁊ cry mercy With a good 
truſt of foꝛgyuenes / ⁊ ſtryue no moꝛe therwith / ne hãge 
no longer ther bpon / as thou woldeſt by mayſtry not fele 
ſuche wꝛetchednes. Leue of and go to ſome other good 
Bede bodyly 02 gooſtly / and thynke to do better an other 
tyme. But though thou fall on au other tyme tn} lame / 
pe an hondzeth tymes / ye a thouſande tymes / pet do as 
Ihaue ſayd / and all hall be well. Ferthermoꝛe a ſoule 
that neuer may fynde reſt of herte in pꝛayer / but all her 
pte tyme is ſtryuynge with her thoughtes and tarpeth 


e Pnima pars. Ca. xxxiiij. 
and troubleth with them / yt the kepe her in mekenes a 
charite in other ſydes / the ſhall haue full moche mede in 


heuen koꝛ her good trauayle. 
¶ Ot meditacyon of ſyntull men after that they ben 
phoollp turned to god. Ca. xxxiiij. 


of Ow of meditacyon ſhall I tell the a lytell as me 
L. Zthynketh. Thou ſhalte vnderſtande p in medita⸗ 
eyons may no certayne rule well be fet euery man foꝛ to 
hkepe / loz they are in free gyfte ol our loꝛd after 5 dyuerle 
dilpolynges of chofen ſoules / & after the Kate that they 
be in / c alſo after that they profpte in vertues ⁊ in theyꝛ 
eſtate / lo he encrealeth they: meditacyõs bothe in gooſt⸗ 
lp knowynge ⁊ louyngeokthe. Foz who fo is euer plpke 
Wyle in knowynge of god x gooſtly thynges / it ſemeth p 
he werxeth but a lytel in theloue ok god / and that may be 
ſhewed openly in the apoſtles / whan they in the daye of 
penthecoſt were fulfplled with bꝛennynge loue of holy 
Nooſt / they were made neyther fooles ne foltes/but they 
were made Wyle bothe in knowynge ⁊ ſpekyng of god d 
ol gooſtly thynges / as moche as a man myght haue in 
felſhe lyuynge. Thus ſpeketh holy wꝛyteokthem (Be⸗ 
plett ſunt oẽs ſpũ ſaneto:et ceperũt loqui magnalia dei) 
They were kulfylled of the holy gooſt / and they began to 
ſpeke ol p great meruaples of god / call that knowynge 
they had by rauylſhynge in loue of the holy gooſt. Dy⸗ 
uerſe meditacyous there ben / whiche our lode putteth 
ina mannes hert. Some (hal I tell the as me thynketh 
loz this entent. Ik ỹ kele ony of them that ÿ ſholdeſt the 
better trauayle t᷑ labour in them /in the begynnyng ol p 
cduerſpõ of ſuche aman 5̊ hath be moze kyled w wozldiy 
02 flelchelp lynnes / cõmuniy his thought is moot vpon 
his ſynnes w great cõpunccpon æ ſoꝛowe of herte / with 
Neat wepynge e manp teres ae dete 
ij. 


ok DMDima pars. Ca. xxxv. 
afkyige merce koꝛgpurneg —— ko them. And vehe 


be touched lharply koꝛ our loꝛd Wyll make hym loone cle 


ne/hym (hall theke ÿ his lynnes are euer in his lyght o 


koule ⁊ fo hoꝛryble that buneth heſhall oꝛ may bere hym 
lelke / though he ſhꝛoue hym neuer lo clerelp / pet ſhall 


he kynde kyghtynge ĩ fretyng x bytynge ol his coölcyence 


that hym (hall thynze that heis not ſhꝛyuen ryght. And 
vnnech he ſhall oꝛ map haue onp reit / in fo moche that he 
hold not endure luchetrauayle ne were it that our lor 
ol his mercy cõloʒteth hym lomtyme as he wyl by great 
deuocpyon of his pallpon oz ot lome other as he wyl gyue 
it. On this maner werzeth our loꝛd in ſome menes her⸗ 
tes moꝛe oꝛ leſle as he wyll. And all this is p great mer⸗ 
cpot our loꝛbethat not onely Wyll foꝛgyue the ſynne oꝛ ð 
trelpace / but he voyll vothe koꝛgyue the trelpace and the 


payne for it in purgatoꝛp foꝛ ſuche a lytell payne hereok 


bytynge ot cõteyence. And alfo pt he wyll dilpole a man 


to receyue op ſpecyall gyfte ot the loue ok god /h ym be⸗ 


houeth firſt to be ſcoured e clenſed by luche a kyꝛeol com 
punccpon foz all p great ſpnnes before done. Of this ma 
ner trauayle ſpeketh Dauid in many places of p plalter 
and lpecpally in the plalme ( Milerere mei deus 
¶ That the meditacyon ok the manhode ok Chꝛyſt / oꝛ 
ok his pallyon is gyuen frely of the holy gooſt / and 
how it ſhal be knowen whan it is gyuen. Ca. xxxv. 
228 after this trauayle /and lom⸗ 
A tyme with all tuche a man oꝛ elle an other the 
Whiche by grace ok god hath ben kepte in innocency / our 
loꝛd gyueth a meditacion ol his mãhode / as ol his vyꝛtch 
02 of his paſſpon / and of the compalſiou of dur lady fapue 
Mary / whan this meditacyon is made by p holy gooſt / 


* 


JOUR Sold 
than it is ryght pꝛolptable e gratyous / that thou ſhalf 


Wyte by this token / whaa leis lathat thou art rere da 


| 
| 


: 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxxv. 


ameditacpon in gad thy thought is ſodeyniy dꝛawen 


= 


okthe gaoſtly eye in to Chꝛyſtes manhode. 
be called the flelchely lone of god / as laynt Bernardecal⸗ 
leth it / in as moche as it is ſet in the ſleſſhely kynde ol 
Chꝛyſt / it is rught good ea great helpe in deſtroyenge 


out fro all Worldly ⁊ flelſhly thynges / ⁊the — 


as he was in erth / and how he was taken ol the iewes 
and bounde as a thefe/beaten & deſpyſed / ſcourged and 


demed ta dethe. How lowly he bare thecrofle vpon his 1 
backe / and how cruelly he was veyled thervpon. Alſook 21 
the crobne of thoꝛnes vpon his heed and of the ſharpe 
ſpere that ſtycked hym to the herte / ⁊ thou in this gooſt⸗ 
lp ſyght keleſt thyne hert ſtered to lo great compaſſyon x ne 
pyte ok thy loꝛde Jelu that thou mourneſt e wepeſt and 
cryeſt with allthe myghtes ol thy body and of thy ſoule 
Wondꝛynge okthegoodnes d the loue/the pacvence c the 
menkenes ot our loꝛde Jelu / that he wolde foꝛ ſo ſynfull 
à captyfe as part ſuſſre ſo moche payne /⁊ neuertheleſe 
thou felett fo moche goodnes a mercy in our loꝛd ỹ thyne 
herte ryſeth vp in to a loue and a gladnes of hym/ with 
many cwete teres /hauynge great truſt ok koꝛgyuenes of 


thy ſynnes roß laluneyon of thy ſoule by p vertue of this 


thou ſeeſt in thy ſoule thy loꝛde Jelu in a bodyly ybenes 


pꝛecpolis paſſyon /that whan ß mynde ol Chꝛyſtes pal⸗ 
lyon oꝛ ouy poynt of his manhode is thus made in thy 


herte by ſuche a goaſtly ſyght / with deuoute alkeccyon 
anlweryng therto / wyte thou well than that it is not ol 


chyneowne werkyng / ne feynynge ol uo wycked ſpiryte 


but bythe grace of ß holy gooſt. — 77 — 
And it may 


af greate ſynnes / and a good Waye to cõme to vertues/ 


| and fo after to contemplacyon ot the godhede / fo: a man 
hall not come vnto gooſtiy lyght in contemplacvon of 
Chpſtes godhede / hut yk become fret in ymaginacyon 


Verff. 


n Prima pars. Ca. xxxbſ. 
by bytternes a by cõpaſſvon / ⁊ by ſtedfaſt thynkynge on 
his maͤhode. Thus laynt Poule dyd/fyꝛſt he laydthus 
j. Cops, (Michi indicaui me ſcite tter vos:nili ielum xpᷣm et bac 
bj. crucitixum) I chewed pou ryght nought that J coude / 
vut Jeſu Chzph and hym crucpfyed. Bs yt he dad layd 
PP enowyng ⁊ my truſt is onely in p paſivon of Chꝛyſt 
Sala. Andtherfoze layd he thus alſo( Michi aũt ablit gloꝛtari 
bj. niſi in cruce dm̃ nti ielu xßi) Foꝛboden ve fro me aul ma⸗ 
ner ot tope & lykyng but in the crolle a the pallpon of dur 
loꝛde Jeſu C hꝛyſt· and neuertheleſſe afterward he layd 
. Coʒi. thus ( Mꝛedicamus vobis xpᷣm dei virtutẽ et dei ſapien⸗ 
pr. tiam) AS who ſapth/fyꝛſt I prechedof p manhode tthe 
paſſpon ot Chꝛyſt / now J pꝛeche to pou of the godhede. 
As thus / that Chꝛyſt is p myght ol god /and the endleg 
wyſdome of god. ¶ That the meditacyon ot the 
paſſyon of Chꝛyſt is withdꝛawen fro them p it is gyuen 
to ofte lythes foʒ dyuerſe cauſlfes. Ca. xxxvj. 
Tn maner of meditacyon a man hath not alwarx 
whan he wolde/ but whan our loꝛd wyl gyueit. 
Wisco Lome men c women he gyueth it all theyꝛ ly tyme 
by lythes whan he vylyteth them. As ſome men are lo 
tender in theyꝛ alkeccyon p whan they heare men ſpeke ⸗ 
02 eile p they thynke on his bytter pallpon / they hertes 
do melte in deuocyon / are fedde & contoꝛted agaynſt all 
maner temptacions of p ennemp /⁊ that is a great gpite 
of god. To lome men he gyueth it kyꝛſt plenteouſiy/ Tals 
terwarde he withdꝛaweth it for dyuerle caules. Other 
yka man were proudeof it in his owne light / oꝛ foꝛ ſome 
other ſynne / by d whiche he maketh hymlelke vna vile to 
teceyue the grace. Oꝛ elle our loꝛde withdꝛaweth it/ and 
all other deuocyons ſomtyme fro a man oꝛ a woman / ſoꝛ 
he wyll ſuffre hym to be aſſayed by temptacyons of his 
ennemy / fo wyll he diſpoſe a man to knowe t fle hm 


aR. ima pars. Ca. xxx vij. 
klelke moꝛe gooſtly. Foꝛ he layd ot hblerle to his difcp ples 
(Expedit vobis bt ego vadã: fi enim nõ ablero/patady2 Jobs. 
tus nd veniet ad vos) It is (pedefulto pou that Ago fro cj, 
vou bodyly / foꝛ yt F go not /the holy gooſt may not come 
to vou. Foꝛ as longe as he was w them they loued hym 
moche / but it was flelſhely in his manhode. And ther⸗ 
fore it was ſpedefull to them vᷣ he ſholde wichdꝛawe the 
bodyly forme fro thepꝛ ſyght / that the holy gooſt myght 
cõme to them / and teche them to loue hym and knowe 
hym mone gooſtly / as he dyd on the daye of penthecoſt. 
Byght lo it is ſpedetull to ſome that our loꝛd withdꝛawe 
a lytell the bodyly ethe flelſhely lykenes fro p eye of the 
loule that the herte myght be let c fyxed moze belyly in 
gooſtly delyze / and lekynge ok his godhede. | 
| (Ml dyuerſe temptacpons of the fende. Ca.xxxvij. 
—— it behoueth a man to fuffre many 
m7 temptacpons fyzſt / ⁊ thele temptacyons fall ofte 
ſythes to ſome men and women after whan confoꝛte is 
withdꝛawen / on dyuers maners by malyce of ß ennemy 
As thus / whan the deupll perceyueth deuocyon moche 
withdꝛawen / that the ſoule is left as it were naked fora 
tyme / than fendeth he to ſome men temptacyons of le⸗ 
chery €glotony / lo hote ⁊ fo bꝛennynge that them ſhall 
thynne that they feled neuer none lo greuous in all theyz 
lyke tyme before Lohan they gaue them mooſt to lynne / 
In ſo moche that they ſhal thynke it impoſſyble to ſtãde 
longe ⁊̃ lufre/that they ne ſhall nedes fall but they haue 
helpe/ x therfore haue they than moche ſoꝛow / bothe foꝛ 
lackyng of conloꝛte ⁊ deuecyon whiche they were wont 
to haue / ⁊ they haue moche dꝛede of kallynge fro god by 
luche open lynnes. And all this werketh p deuyll at the 
fuffratice of god foꝛ to do them foꝛthynketheyꝛ good pur 
pole ⁊ turne àgayne to ſynne as they were wonte to do. 
Sca. ec. e. j. 


Plal. 
iy. 


UBD Pzima pars. Ca. xxxviij. 
But who fo wyll abyde a whyle e ſuffre a lytel payne /⁊ 
not turne agayn to ſynne for nothynge / the hande ol our 
lord is full ũere/⁊ helpeth ryght ſoone. Foz he kepeth bp 
full ſykerly / the man woteth not how /as the pꝛophete 
Maud ſayth in the perſone of our loꝛde ( Tũ ipſo ſum in 
tribulatide:eripiã eũ et gloꝛificabo eũ) J am with hym 
in his tribulacyon / ⁊ in his tentptacyon J Mall delyuer 
hym / I Hall make hym gloꝛyous in my blyſſe. Some 
menhetempteth by gooſtly ſynnes malycyouſiy / as by 
myſtrowyngeok the kayth / oz of the ſacrament of our loʒ 
des bleſled body. Alſo of deſpeyꝛe oꝛ of blalphemy in our 
lozde / oꝛ in onyof his ſayntes / oz lothyng of they lyfe /o? 
bytternes / oꝛ vnlkylfull heuynes / oꝛ ot to moche dꝛede of 
themlelk cot theyꝛ body yl they put them hoolly to gods 
ſerupce. Some men be tempted alſo / namelp ſolytary 
men ⁊ women by dꝛedes t vglynes / quakynges d ſha⸗ 
kynges / eyther apperynge to them in bodyly lykenes 02 
elſe in ymagyuynge ſlepynge e wakyng / taryeth them 
ſo that vnneth may they haue ony reſt / ⁊ alſo on many 
other wyles he tempteth / mo than J can or may faye. 

i ¶ Ot dyuerle remedyes agaynſt tempta⸗ 

cpyons ot the fende. Ca. xxx viij. 

: Emedpy to ſuche men women that are thus tra⸗ 

f uapled / oz onyotherwyſle / may bethus. Firſt that 
they wyll put all theyꝛ truſt in our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt / 
bzynge to mynde okten his paſſion / x the paynes that he 
ſutfred foz vs / that they than trowe ſtedfaſtly that all 
ſoꝛowes & trauaple p they fuffrein ſuche temptacyons / 
whiche to an vncůnyng man lemeth a foꝛlakyng of god. 
That it is no repꝛeuyng ne no foꝛſakyng / but aſlayenge 
fo2 theyꝛ better / eyther fo2 clenſynge of theyz ſynnes bez 
fore done / oz foꝛ great encreaſynge of theyꝛ mede /c diſpo 
{png to moche grace ykthey wyll (urea whyle xſtande 
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SHORT. Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxxbiij. 
fal} they turne not agayne wyllully to lynne. Another 
remedy is /p they dꝛede not ne charge not as fo2 a ſynne / 
ne ſet not at hert ſuche malycyous ſterynges ot deſpeyꝛe 
oz ot᷑ blaſphemp / oz of the ſacrament / oꝛ ony ſuche other 
that were vgly to heare. Foꝛ the felyng of thele tempta⸗ 
cvons tyleth the foule no more than yt they herd a hoũde 


barke / oꝛ a fle byte. They tary the loule / but they apeye 


not 5 ſoule / ya man delpyſethem e let them at nought. 
Foz it is not good fo2 to ſtryue with them foꝛ to put them 


out by mapyſtry for the moze that they ſtryue with luche 


thoughtes / the moꝛe they cleue to them / & therfore they 
ſhall as moche as they may dꝛawe out the thought fro 
them /r let it to ſome other occupacvon. And pet pf they 
Wyll euer hãge vpon them / than it is good to them that 
they be not angry ne heuy to fele them / but with a good 
truſt in god bere them as it were a bodyly payne and a 
ſcourge of our loꝛde fo2 clenſynge of theyꝛ ſynnes / as lon 
geas he wyll foz his loue/as he was ſcourged and bare 
the croſle fo2 theyz loue. And ouer this it is good to them 
foz to ſhewe theyz hertes to ſome Doyle man in v begyn⸗ 
nynge before they be roted in the herte / x that they leue 
theyz owne wytte c folowe the counfeple ol hym / ⁊ that 
they Heme them not lyghtly to none vucũnyng oꝛ Wold 
ly man whiche neuer felte ſuchetemptacyons. S02 they 
myght lyghtly bꝛynge a ſymple ſoule in to delpeyze by 
bucanpnge of themlelfe. Ot thele maner of tẽptacyons 
by the whiche a man ſemeth foꝛſaken of god and is not. 
In confoꝛteot them ᷣ are tempted our loꝛde ſayth thus 


by his pꝛophete ( In modico derelique te:et in momento Efate 


indignationis mee perculũ te/et in milerationibꝰ mets ij. 

multis congregabo te) In a lytell J fozlefte the / that 

is to laye / ſuffre the for to be taryed a lytell / and in a 

voynt of my wꝛathe J ſmote the / that is to ſape / all the 
e.ij. 


„Mat. Pꝛima pars. Ca .xxxix. 
penauntce ⁊ the payne that p ſuſfreſt here is but a poynt 
of my wꝛathe in regarde ol the payne of hell op of purga⸗ 
tory. And pet in my manpfolde mercyes J ſhall gader p 
togyder / whan p thynketh that thou art foꝛlaten / than 
{hall Jot my great mercy gader p agayn to me /foꝛ Wha 
thou Weneſt that p art as it were loſt / than ſhall our loꝛd 


Job helpe p; / as Job lapth (Ca te cõlumptũ putaueris:oꝛie⸗ 


j. 


rig bt luciter et habebis fiducta) That is to ſaye/whan 
thou art brought ſo lowe by trauayle in temptacion that 
the thynketh none helpe ne no conlozte / but as p were a 
loft man / pet ſtande yay in hope a pꝛaye god / & ſothly ỹ 
ſhalte ſodeynly lpꝛynge vp as the daye ſterre in gladnes 
ok herte / x haue a very truſt in god / as Job layt᷑g. 
(How that god them that he choſeth he ſultreth to 

be taryed and tempted / and afterwarde cökoztetg 
them / and ſtableth them in grace. Ca. xxxix. 
Mdoallo in confogte of uche men that they ſholde 
not deſpeyꝛe in temptacion the Wyle man layth 


Ecck. thus ot our loꝛd (In temptatione ambulat ch eo. In prt 


tiij. 


4 ; 


mis elegit cũ timoꝛẽ ⁊ meta et approbation inducit (uv 
illum:et cruciabit Wit in tribulatione doctrine Cue donc 
temptet Wit in cogitationibꝰ ſuis: et credet anime illlus 
ad iter directũ adducet illũ et firmabit illũ ⁊ letifica bit il 
ld: et denudabit abſcondita (ua illi: et thesaurifabit ſug 
tld ſcientiã et intellectũ iuſticie ) This is thus moche to 
ſaye. This wyle man foꝛ he Wold p no man (hold deſpey 
re in temptacyon / in cõfoꝛte of them ſayth thus. Jn tem 
ptacyon our loꝛdꝭ foꝛſaketh not a man / but he goth with 


hym fro the begynnyng to p laſt ende. Joꝛ he layth / lyꝛſt 


he choleth hym / and that is Whan he dꝛaweth a man to 
hym by conforte of deuocyon. And after warde ſoꝛowe ⁊ 
dꝛede e aſſayeng hebꝛyngeth por hym. And p is Whar 
he wWdꝛaweth deuocpon and ſulfreth hym to be tempted 


| Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxxir 
And he ſayth that he turmẽteth hym in tribulacyon vn⸗ 
tyll he haue well aſlayed hym in his thoughtes / & vntyl 
aman wyll put all his truſt in hym fully / and than after 
this our lozde bꝛzyngeth hym out in to the ryght waye / 
faſteneth hym to hym e gladdeth him /e lythen ſheweth 
hym his pꝛeuytees / and gyueth hym his trealoure of 


knowynge t vnderſtandynge of ryghtwylnes. By thele 


Woꝛdes of holy wꝛyte mayſt thou le that theſe tempta⸗ 
cyons 02 ony other / be they neuer fo vgly to a man (that 
by grace is in full wyll to foꝛlake ſynne) are ſpedeful and 
pꝛotytable/yt he wyll ſuſtre as he may & abyde goddes 


g wyll / e not turne agayne to fpnne whiche he hath fozſa⸗ 


ken foz no ſoꝛowe ne payne ne dꝛede ol luche temptacyõs 
but euer ſtande ſtyll in trauayle tin pꝛayer w good hope 
our loꝛde of his endles goodnes hauynge pite c mercy of 


- all his creatures whan he leeth tyme he layeth to his 


hande ⁊ lmyteth downe p deuyll e all his power ⁊ eaſeth 
them ot theyꝛ trauaple & putteth awaye all dꝛedes & ſo⸗ 
rowes & derknes out of theyꝛ hertes / and bꝛyngeth in to 
theyꝛ ſoules lyght ol grace / openeth ᷣ ſyght of p ſoule 
fo2 to ſethat all the trauayle p they had it was ſpedekull 
to them / gyuynge to them alſo a newe gooſtly myght to 
withſtãde all p kondynges of p fende / all deedly ſynneg 
Without greate trauayle / ledeth them in to a ladnes of 
good vertuous lyuynge / in the whiche yl they be meke 
he kepeth them to they laſt ende / ⁊ than he taketh them 
al hoolly to hym. This thynge Jſayeto p vłÿᷣ be tarped 
02 trauayled with ony ſuche maner of temptacyons / be 
not to moche adꝛad / but do as J haue ſayd / better pF p 
may / and J hope by the grace of our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt 
thou ſhalte neuer be ouercõme by thyne ennemy. 
¶ That a man ſhold not gyue hym to ydelnes / ne lyght⸗ 
lx leue the grace that is gyuen hym ol god. Ca. xl. 
Sea.ptec. : Clie 


Aug. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca . xl.et.xlj. 
Fter this Whan thou art elcaped ſuche tempta⸗ 
VI ſcvons /oz elfe our lozde hath fo kepte p as he doth 
many by his mercy v thou halt not ben taryed moche w 
none ſuche. Than it is good to p that thou turne not th⸗ꝛ 
reſt in to pdelnes. Foz there is many a man v taketh reſtt 
pon hym to ſoone. But thou ſhalte yk thou wylt begyn 
a newe game and a newe trauaple / ⁊ that is fo to entre 
within in to thyne owne foule by meditacyon to knowe 
what it is /⁊ by the knowyng therof to cõme to p gooſtly 
knowyng of god. Foz ſaynt Auſtyn ſapth / by p knowyng 
of my felfe I hall gete knowyng of god / J ſaye not that 
it is nedeful to the ct dette to trauaple ſo/ne to none other 
man / but he fele hym ſtered by grace as he were called 
therto. Foꝛ our loꝛde gyueth dyuerle gyktes where fo he 
Wyll / not to one man all / ne to all men one / laue charite 
whiche is comune to all men / and therfore pl a man oꝛ a 
woman haue receyued a gyfte ot god / as deuocyon in 
pꝛayer / oz in p paſſyon of Chꝛyſt/oꝛ ony other /be it neuer 
lo lytell / leue it not to ſoone foʒ none other / but yl he fele 
ſothfaſtly a better / but holde that he hath and trauaple 


therin ſtably / euer deſyꝛynge a better whan god wyll 


gpue it. Neuertheles yt that be withdꝛawen ſomwhat ? 
and he feeth a better / feleth his hert ſtered therto / than 
lemeth it a callynge of our loꝛde to the better / and than it 
is tyme that he folowe after foz to gete it / and fulkyll it 
as ſwyftly as hemav. ¶ That a man ſholde 
knole the mealure of his gyfte that he may delpre and 
take a better whan god wyll gyue it. Ca. xlij. 
Cine holy fathers here tofore taught vs that we 
ſholde knowe the mealure of our gpfte. And vpon 
that werke not takyng vpon vs by feynynge moze than 
We haue in kelyng / voe may euer delyꝛe the beſt / but we 
may not euer werke p belt / koꝛ we pet haue not receyued 


N IY. Pꝛima pars. Cà.xlj. 
that grace. A hounde that renneth after p hare onely fog 
he leeth other hoũdes renne / whan he is wery he reſteth 
hym / oz turneth hym home agayne. But yk he renne foꝛ 
he leeth the hares he wyll not tpare foꝛ Werynelle tyll he 
haue goten it. Byght fo it is gooſtly / who lo hath grace 
be it neuer fo lytel / leueth wylfully p werkyng therot / 
and maketh hymlelfe to trauayle in an other whiche he 
huaͤth not pet /onely foz he ſeeth o2 heareth that other men 
dyd ſo / ſothly he may renne a whyle tyll he be wery / and 
than (hall he turne home agapne / and but he beware / he 
may hurte his fete vy ſome fantalyes oꝛ become home. 
But he that werketh in luche grace as he hath e dely⸗ 
reth by prayer mekely ct laſtyngly after more / and after 
keleth his herte tered to ſolowe the grace whiche he de⸗ 
lyꝛeth he map ſykerly renne yl he kepe mekenes / ⁊ther⸗ 
fore deſyꝛe of god as moche as maiſt without mealure 
of dilcrecyon of all that longeth to his loue oꝛ to heuens 
. who fo can mooſt delyꝛe of god / mooſt ſhall fele 
of hym. But werke as thou mayſt / and crye god mercy 
foꝛ that p mayſt not. Thus it ſemeth ſaynt Poule ſayd. 
Unuſquiſq; habet donũ (uti a deo: alius autẽ ſic:alius j. Coꝛĩ. 
vero fic. Itẽ.Unicuiq; noſtrũ data eft gratia ſcdᷣm mers vij. 
lurã donationis chꝛiſti. Itẽ. Diuiſiones gratiarũ ſunt: Ephe. 
alij datur ſermo ſapientie:alij ſermo ſcientie.ac. Item. tity. 
Ut ſciamus que a deo donata ſunt nobis) Saynt Paule j. Coʒ. 
layth that euery man bath his gytte ol god / one thus / xi. 
and an other thus. Foz to euery man that ſhall be ſaued 
is gyuen a grace after p meaſure of Chꝛyſtes gyfte/and 
therloꝛe it is ſpedefull we knowe gyftes whiche are 
gvuen vs ot god/that we myght werke in them / loꝛ by 
thole we ſhal be ſaued / as ſome by bodyly werkes / x by 
dedes of mercy / ſome by great bodyly penaũce / ſome by 
ſozowe e wepynge for theyz ſynnes all theyꝛ lyfe tyme⸗ 


: Pnima pars. Ca. xlij. 
ſome by pꝛechynge ⁊ techyng / lome by dyuerle graces € 
gyltes of deuocyon ſhall be late and cõme to blyſſe. 
¶ That a man ſholde trauayle to knowe his one 
ſoule / and the myghtes therot / and bꝛeke downe 
the grounde of lynne therin. Ca. xlij. 
py Cuerthelelle there is one werke whiche is nede⸗ 
full c (pedefull to trauayle in / and J hope a hygh 


playne waye as moche as may be in mannes werke to 
cotemplacpon. Ind that is a man foꝛ to entre in to hym 


ſelke to knowe his owne ſoule / alſo p myghtes therof/ 


the fayꝛnes and p foulnes of it. In this inwarde behol⸗ 


dynge thou ſhalte oz mayſt ſet he wozſhyp æ the dignite 
Whiche it ſholde haue by kynde of the fyꝛſt makyng / and 
thou ſhalte fe the wꝛetchednes a the myſcheke whicheỹ 


arte fallen in foꝛ ſynne. And of this lyght ſhall cõme a de 


{pe w great longynge in thyne herte to recouer agayne 


the dignite e woꝛſhyp whiche ÿ haſt loſt. Alſo thou ſhalt 
fele a lothyng c a greuynge of thpfelfe Wa great Wyll to 


deſtroye ¢ bere downe thylelfe c all thynges that let the 


fro that dignite that iope. This is à gooſtly trauaple 


harde ⁊ ſharpe in the begynnynge who ſo wyll quyckly 


trauaple therin / foꝛ it is a trauaple in the ſoule agaynſt 
the grũde of all ſynnes lytell æ moche / whiche groũde is 
nought elle but a falfe mylruled loue ot man to hymſelf. 


Out of this loue as laynt Auſtyn faith ſpꝛyngeth al ma 


ner ok ſynne deedly & venyal / ſothly vntyll this grounde 


be well ranfaked and depe doluen / and as it were nere 
dꝛyed vp by outcaſtynge of all fleſſchely e woꝛldly dꝛedes 
and loueg /a ſoule may neuer fele gooſtly the bꝛennynge 
loue of Jeſu Chꝛpſt / ne haue the homelynes of his gra⸗ 


cpous prefence / ne haue clere ſyght of gooſtly thynges 
by lyght of vnderſtandynge. This is the trauaple that 


a man behoueth to dꝛawe his hert and his mynde krom 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. xlij. 
the flelſhely loue and lykynge ofall erthly creatures /kro 
bapne thoughtes /¢ fro flelſhely ymagynacyons / & out 
fro the loue e the vycyous kelynge of hymlelfe / that the 
doule ſhall oꝛ may no reſt fynde in no flelſhely thoughtes 
ne erthly affeccyon. Than in as moche as the foule may 
not kynde his gooſtly reſt in the loue ⁊ in the ſyght ol Je⸗ 
u Chꝛyſt it behoueth nedefull thynges to ſuffre payne. 
This trauaple is ſomdele eche ſtrayte and narowe / and 
neuertheles J hope it is p waye whiche Chꝛyſt techeth 
to them v wolde be his pfyte louers in p gofpell ſapenge 
thus (Contendite intrare ꝑ anguſtiã poꝛtã/qm̃ arcta ef Luce 
via q̃ ducit ad vitã:et pauci inueniunt eã) Stryue ve foꝛ xiiij. 
to entre by a ſtrayte gate / foz the waye v ledeth to heuen 
is narowe / ⁊ fewe men kynde it / ⁊ how ſtrayte this wave 
is our loꝛde telleth in another place thus ( Si as vult ve Math. 
nire poſt me / abneget lemetipᷣm et tollat crucẽ ſuã et ſe⸗ x vj. 
quat᷑ me. Item. Qui odit aĩam (ud in hoc mũdo / in vitã 
eteruã cuſtodit eã) That is to ſaye/ who ſo wyll cõme ak 
ter me / foꝛſake hymlelke x hate his owne foule / that is 
to ſape / foꝛſake all flefthely loue c hate his owne flelſhelx 
le t bayne lykynge of all his bodyly wyttes for loue ol 
me / and take the croſſe / that is to ſay/ſuſfre the payne of 
this a whyle / than folowe me / that is to ſaye /in cõtem 
placpon ot my manhode and of my godhede. This is a 
ſtrapte waye x a narowe 5ᷣ no bodyly thynge may paſſe 
thꝛzugh it / loꝛ it is a ſleynge of all lynnes as ſaynt Poule 
ſayth ( Moꝛtificate mẽbꝛã veſtra que Cunt ſuꝑ terrã im⸗ Colo. 
müͤdiciã libidinẽ concupiſcentiã mala) Slee vour mem⸗ (ij, 
bees vpon erth not the membꝛes of the body / but of the 
ſoule/as vnclennes/luſt / vnlkyltull loue of your ſelfe e 
to erthly thynges. Cherfore as thy trauaple hath ben 
here before to agaynſtãde bodyly ſynnes x open tempta⸗ 
cyos of the ennemp as it were fro without / ryght ſo the 
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 _ Puma pars. Ca. xliij. 
behoueth now in this gooſtly werke within thylelte foz 
to deſtroye and bꝛeke the grounde of (pane in thylelfe as 
moche as thou mayſt. And that P myght p moze redyly 
bꝛynge it aboute / J (hall tell the as me thynketh. 
¶ How a man ſhall knowe the wozthynes tthe woꝛ⸗ 
ſhypok his foule that it had fyzſt of god / ec what wzet⸗ 
4 chednes t mylcheke it is fallen in foz ſynne. Ca.xliij. 
i He fouleofa mau is a lyte made ot thꝛe myghtes 
mynde / reaſon wyll / to p ymage tthe lyphenes 
ok p bleſſed trinite. In as moche as p mynde was made 
myghty ¢ ſtedfaſt by the vertue of the father almyghty 
god / fo to holde hym without foꝛgetynge / diſtractynge 
oz lettynge ofony creature / fo it hath lykenes of the tas 
ther. The reaſon was made bꝛyght e clere Wout errour 
02 derknes as perkytly as a ſoule in a body vngloꝛyfyed 
myght haue / ⁊ fo it hath the lykenes of the lone / whiche 
is endles wyldome. And the loue ⁊ the wyll was made 
clene bꝛennynge in to god wout beeſtiy loue of p fleſſhe of 
ony creature by the foucrapne goodnes of god the holy 
gooſt / lo it hath the lykenes of p holy gooſt / Whiche is 
bleſſed loue / lo that a mãnes ſoule whiche may be called 
A made trinite was fulfylled in mynde/lyght e loueof ß 
vnmade mook bleſſed trinite / whiche is our loꝛd. This 
is the dignite / the ate ⁊ the woꝛſhyp of a mannes foule 
by kynde of the fyꝛſt makyng. This ſtate ÿ had in Adam 
befoze the fyꝛſt ſynne ok man. But whan Adam ſynned 
cholynge loue ⁊ delyte in hymſelke e in creatures /he lott 
all his woꝛſhyp e his dignite / e thou alſo in hym / e fell 
fro the bleſſed trinite in to a foule dere wꝛetched trinite. 
that is in to p foꝛgetynge of god æ vnknowynge of hym / 
€ in to a beeſtly lykyng of hymlelfe / ⁊ that la ylfully. Foz 
Pfal. as Dauyd lſayth in the pſalter Momo cũ in honoꝛe effet 
non intellexit:cõparatus eft iumetis iuſipientibꝰ et is | 


ED Pꝛima pars. Qa. xi. 
fact? eft illis) Aman whã he was in woꝛſhyp he knewe 
it not / ⁊ therfore he loft it/ x was made lyke a beeſt. Se 


now than the wꝛetchednes of thy loule. Foʒ as 2 mynde 


was ſomtyme fabled in god / ryght fo now it Hath forgo 
ten hym / x ſeketh his reſt in creatures / now from one to 
an other / x neuer may fynde ful reſt / foꝛ he hath loft hym 
in whome is full reſt. Ind ryght ſo it is of realon / & the 
loue alſo / whiche Was clene in gooſtly ſauour c lwetnes 


no it is turned in to a foule beeſtly luſt and lykyung in it 


felfe ⁊ in creatures /and in fleſſhely lauours bothe in the 
wyttes / as in glotony c lechery/ in magynynge/as in 


pꝛpde / vayngloꝛy and couetyſe /in fo moche that ÿ mayſt 


vnnethes do ony good dede / but pf thou be defouled with 


vayngloꝛy.Me thou mapſt not well bfe none of thy fyue 


Wyyttes clenly in no creature delectable / but pf thy herte 


be taken ⁊ engleymed with a vayne luſt ⁊ lykynge of it / 
whiche putteth out the loue ol god fro the herte as in fez 
lynge tthe gooſtly ſauour / that it may not cõme therin. 
Euery man that lyueth in ſpiryte knoweth Well all this 


This is the wꝛetchednes of the loule e the mylcheke for 


the kyꝛſt ſyune ol man / without all other wꝛetchednes x 
ſynnes whiche thou halt wylfully put therto. And wyte 

thou well though had neuer done ſynne with thy body 
deedly ne venyall / but onely this that is called oꝛygynall 
foz it is the fyꝛſt ſynne / and that is not elle but lefpnge of 
thy ryghtkulnes whiche ÿ were made in ſholde p neuer 
yaue ben laued tour loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛyſt by his pꝛecyous 
paſſyon had not delyuered the t reſtoꝛed the agayne. 

( ob euery man may be ſaued by the palſyon ok 

Chꝛyſt / be he neuer ſo wzetched. Ca. xliiij. 

Ae therfore pf thou thynke that J haue here bes 
I foꝛe ſpoken to hye tothe / for thou mayſt not take 
it ne fulfyll it as J haue ſayd oꝛ ſhall ſap / wyl now fall 


| Pꝛima pars. Ca.xliiij. 
downe to the as lowe as thou wylt for my ꝓfyte as Well 
as for thyne. Than faye Ithus / though thou be neuer 
fo moche a wꝛetche / haue p done neuer fo moche ſynne / 
foꝛſake thyſelfe tall thy werkes good e bad/crye mercy 
and aſtze onely ſaluacion by vertue ot this pꝛecyous pals 
ſpon / truſtyugly c Without doubte p (halt haue it / and 
foz this oꝛygynall ſynne tall other ſhalt be late / ye and 
thou ſhalte be fafeas an anker in cluſe /c not onely thou 
but ali chꝛyſten ſoules whiche truſt vpon his pallyon € 
meke themſelf/ knowlegyng they wꝛetchednes / aſkyng 
mercy c foꝛgyuenes ¢ p frupte ot this pꝛecyous paſſyon 
onelpy / lowyng themlelfe to p lacramẽtes of holy chirche 
though it be lo that they haue ben encõbꝛed With ſynne 
all theyꝛ lyfe tyme / æ neuer had felyng of gooſtly ſauour 
oꝛ ſwetues oʒ gooſtly knowynge of god/they ſhall in this 
fapth tin theyz good Wyll by Htue ofthis pꝛecyous pals 
lyon ok our loꝛi Jelu C hꝛyſt be Cafe æ cõme to p blyſſe of 
heuen / al this knoweſt ÿ well / but yet it lyketh me to fap 
it / le here p endles mercy of our loꝛd how lowe he falleth 
to pᷣ æto me c to all ſynfull caytyues. Than albe mercy € 
haue it. Thus ſayth the ꝓphete in p perſone of our loꝛde 
Johã.x. (Dis enim quicũq; inuocauerit nomen dñi / laluus erit) 
Euery man what p he be p calleth p name of god /p is to 
ſay/alketh faluacyo by Jeſu ¢ his paſſyõ he ſhall be fafe 
This curtefpeof our loꝛd ſome men take well the ſaued 
therby / ſome men in truſt of this mercy c this curteſpe 
lye ſtyll in theyꝛ ſynne / ⁊ wene to haue it whan them lyſt 
t than may they not / loʒ they are taken 02 they wyte /c ſo 
they dampne themſelfe. But tha (apt pp this be ſothe 
than wonder J greatly for v J fynde in fom holy mẽnes 
bokes. Some ſaye as J vnderſtãde that he that can not 
loue this bleſled name Jelu ne kynde ne fele in it gooſtly 
ioye and delectacyon with gooſtly Nuctnes / in the blyſſe 


Prima pars. Ca. plitif. 


] ok heuen heſhall be alyene / neuer ſhall he cõme therto / 


ſothly thele woꝛdes han Ithem redde aſtonyed me /e 
made me greatly aterde / for hope as ÿᷣ ſayeſt that by p 
mercy of our loꝛde (hall be late by kepyng ol p cõmaũde⸗ 
mentes / by very repentaũce foꝛ theyʒ euyll lyuyng be⸗ 
fore done / whiche neuer felte gooſtly lwetnes ne inly fas 
uour in thename ot Felue therloꝛe I meruaple p moze 
that they faye contrary hereto as it lemeth. And to this 


A map lay as me thynketh p theyꝛ ſayenge pe tt be well 


vnderſtandedis ſothe / x is not cõtrary to p J haue lapd. 
Foz this name Jelu is nought elle to faye in englylſhe 
burt healer oꝛ heale. Now euery ma 5ᷣ lyueth in this weet 


ed lyke is gooſtly lycke / foꝛ there is no man that lyueth 
ut lyune / whiche is gooſtly lycknes / as ſaynt Johan 


lapth of hymlelke tof other perkyte men thus (Si dixe⸗ Joha. 


rimus quia petm̃ nõ habemꝰ: ipſi nos ſeducimꝰ et veri⸗ 


tas in nobis nõ eft) yt we fay that we haue no lynne / we 


begyle our lſelfe/æ there is no ſothlaſtnes in vs. And ther 
foze he may neuer cõme to p ioye ot heuen tyll he be kyꝛſt 
made hole of this gooſtly ſyknes. But this gooſtly heale 
may no man haue p hath bleof reafon but yk he deſyꝛe 
ie c loue it / and haue delyte therin / in as moche as he ho⸗ 
pech to gete it. Now the name ok Jelu is nothynge elle 


but this gooſtly heale / wherkoꝛe it is forthe} they laye/ß 
there may no man be ſate /but yt he loue and lyke in the 
nameok Jelu / loꝛ there may no man be gooſtiy hole / but 
pe he loue c deſpꝛe gooſtly helthe. Foꝛ ryght as yl a man 
were bodply ſycke / chere were no erthly thõge lo dere ne 


ſo nedekull to hym / ne ſo moche ſholde be deſyꝛed ol hym 


às bodyly heith / for though ÿ woldeſt gyue hym all the 
rpches c woꝛſhyps of this woꝛlde ⁊ not make hym hole 
bk thou myght / thou plealeſt hym not. Byght lo it is to 
à man pis ſycke gooſtlp ¢ felcth d payne of gooſtly ſyck⸗ 


set „ . Pumapars. Ca. xliiif. 
nes / nothyng is fo dere ne lo nedetull ne lo moche couey⸗ 
ted of hym as is gooſtly helthe / that is Jelu / without 
whiche all p ioyes ol heuen may not lyke hym. And this 
is the lkyll as J hope why our loꝛde whan he toke man 
kynde foz our ſaluacyon he wold not be called bya name 
that betokeneth his endles beynge / oz his wyldome / oz 
his ryghtwylnes / but onely by that that betokened the 
caule of his compng/t Wasp ſaluacyon oł mannes ſou 
le / whiche faluacpon betokened this name Jelu. Than 
by this it lemeth lothe that there ſhall no man be ſaued 
but yf he loue laluacvon onely for to haue it thꝛough the 
mercy ot our lozde Jeſu / by the merytes of his paſſyon/ 
Whiche loue he may haue that lyueth and dyeth inthe 
loweſt degree of charite. Allo I may faye on that other 
partye / that he that can not loue this bleſſed name Jeſu 
with gooſtly myꝛth ne encreaſe in it with heuenly melos 
dy here / he Hall neuer haue ne fele in heuen the fulbede 
of louerapne ioye/the whiche he that myght in this lyte 
by aboũdaũceot perfpte charite in Jelu ſhall tele æ haue 
And fo may theyꝛ ſayenge be vnderſtãde. Meuertheleſſe 
he ſhall be late and haue full mede in the ſyght of god /yk 
he in this lyfe be in p loweſt degree ol charite by kepyng 
of goddes cOmatidententes. Foꝛ our loꝛde ſayth hymſelk 
Johã. thus (In domo patris mei manſiones multe ſunt) In 
my fathers hous are many ſondꝛy dwellynges. Some 
are perfpte ſoules the whiche in this lyfe were fulfplied 
of charite and grace of the holy gooſt / and ſonge louynge 
to god in contemplacyon of hym with wonderkull wet⸗ 
nes heuenly ſauoure. Thele ſoules for they had mooſt 
charite and grace of the holy gooſt / ſhal haue hyeſt mede 
in the blyſſe ol heuen / foz thele are called goddes derlyn⸗ 
ges. Other ſoules that are not dilpoled to cõtemplacvon 
of god / ne had not the fulhede ol charite / as apoſtles and 


| martyrs had ip begynnyng of holy chyꝛche / ſhall haue 
lower mede in p blyſſe of heuen / foz thele are called gob⸗ 
des krendes. Thus calleth our loꝛde in holy Yorpte cho⸗ 
len ſoules/ſayenge thus (Comedite amici /et inebꝛiami⸗Canat 
ni chariſũimi) My frendes eate pe/r my derlynges be ye 
dyꝛonken / as yt᷑ our loꝛde ſayd thus. pe that are my fren: 
des / oz ye kepte my cõmaũdemẽtes / let my loue betoꝛe 
the loue ot the woꝛlde / ⁊ loued me moze than ony erthly 
thynge / ye ſhall be fedde with gooſtly fode of the bꝛeed of 
lpłe. But ye that are my krendes ve that not onely kepte 
my cõmaũdementes /but alfo of pour owne free wyll ful 
kylled my coũſeyles / ⁊ouer that ve loued onely ⁊ entyer⸗ 
ly with al y myghtes of pour foules ⁊ bꝛẽned in my loue 
with gooſtly delyte / as dyd pꝛincypally the apoſtles and 
martyꝛs /all other ſoules that myght by grace cõme to p 
gykte of perfeccyon / ye ſhall be made dꝛonken with che 
hyeſt x kreſſheſt wyne in myceller / that is the ſouerayne 
iope ot loue in heuen. ¶ That a man ſholde be 
bely to reken agayne his woꝛthynes / rekoꝛme agayne 
in hym the pmage of the Trinite. Cã.xlv. 
| n though this be lothe of § endles mer 
| ma ZC of god to the æto me tto al mankynde/wWe (Hat 
not therfore in truſt of thts be the moze recheles wylkul⸗ 
ly in our lyuynge / but the more beſp to pleale hym / and 
namely now ſythen we are reſtoꝛed agayne in hope by 
the paſſpon ot our loꝛd to the dignite ⁊the blyſle whiche 
we had loſt by Adams ſynne / though we myght neuer 
tte it fully here /yet we ſholde delyꝛe that we myght re 
couer here lyuynge a kygure and a lykenes of the dignite 
that our ſoule myght be rekourmed as it were in a ſha⸗ 
do we by grace to the pmage of the Trinite / whiche we 
had by kynde / & after Hall haue fully in blyſſe / fo2 that 
tis theke whiche is very contemplatyte to begyn here 


Luce. x. 


Deut. 
ij. 


| Prima pars. Ca.xlbj. 
in that felynge of loue and gooſtly knowynge of god by 
openynge ok the gooſtly eye wWhiche ſhall neuer be loſt ne 
taken awapye / but p ſame ſhall be fulfylled other wyſe in 
the blyſſe of heuen. This behyght our loꝛde vnto Mary 
mawdeleyne whiche was cõtemplatyfe/ ſayd thus of 
her (Maria optima partẽ elegit: que non auferet ab ca) 
That Mary had choſcu p better parte / that is 5ᷣ loue ot 
god in contemplacyon / foꝛ it hall neuer be taken awape 
fro her. I fay not that thou mayſt her lyuyng recouer fo 
hole / ne fo pfpte clennes  innocency knowyng louyng 
of god as ÿ haddeſt kyꝛſt/ne as ÿ ſhalte haue / ne mayit 
not eſcape all p wꝛetchednes t paynes of lynne / ne thou 
lyuyng in deedly fleſſhe mayſt deſtroye c quenche al hoal 
ly p falle vayne loue in thylelfe / ne flee al venyall ſynnes 
that they ne Wyll but pf they be topped by great fauour 
of charite ſpꝛynge out of thyne hert as water doth fro a 
ſtynkyng well / but J wolde 5 yk ÿ myght not fully quen 
che it / that ÿ myght lomwhat flake it / cãme to pᷣ clenes 
ok ſoule as nere as 3 mayſt. Fo our loꝛd behyght ð chyl⸗ 
dꝛen of Ilraell whan he lad them in to p lande ok beheſt. 
And in kygure of them to all chꝛyſten men (Omne quot 
calcauerit pes tuus tuũ erit) That is to ſaye/as moche 
lande as thou myght trede bpon with thy fote of very 
delyte / lo moche here ſhalte haue in p lande of beheſt / 
that is in the blyſle ol heuen whan ỹ cõmeſt thyder. 
bow Jelu ſhall be fought / deſyꝛed e foũde. Ca. xl bj. 
¶¶ Cnke than p thou haſt loſt/that > myght fynde it / 
well J wote who ſo myght ones haue an inward 
ſyght a lytell of that dignite æ that gooſtly fayꝛnes whi⸗ 
che a ſoule hath by kynde / ⁊ hall haue by grace / he holt’ 
lothe æ delpyle in his herte all p blyſſe / the lykyng / the 
fayꝛnes of this woꝛlde as the ſtenche of acaryon. And he 
(hall neuer haue wyll to do other dede nyght r dape / ſa⸗ 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. xl bj. 
uyng the fruyte tthe bare nede ol the bodyly kynde / but 
delpꝛe / mourne / pꝛape ⁊ ſeke how he myght comeagapn 
therto. Meuertheleile in as moche as p halt not vet leren 

What it is fully / fo2 chy gooſtly eye is not pet opened/ 
hall tell p one woꝛde foz all/ the whiche p alte ſeke / de⸗ 
ſyꝛe t kynde it /loʒ in that one Woꝛde is al that ÿ haſt lott, 
this woꝛde is Jelu / I meane not this woꝛde Jeſu papa 
ted vpon a wall / oz zyten by lettres on a boke /oꝛ four: 
med by lyppes in ſounde ofthe mouth / oꝛ fayned in thy 
herte by trauaple of thy mynde. Foz in this maner wyſe 
may a man out ot charite fynde hym. But I meane Fes wot 
u Chꝛyſt 5 bleſſed perſone god æ man ſane of the virgin 


Sones bat i all goonies 


turned in to loue taffeccpon — 93 
in to lyght ⁊ knowynge of ſothkaſtnes / ſo moche that foz 

the tyme the poynt ok thy thought is fet vpon nothynge 

that is made / ne it feleth no ſterynge ol vayngloꝛy/ ne of 
it lelfe nother / ne none other euyl alfeccyon / foꝛ they may 

not appereß tyme / but onely is encloſed/reſted / lokted /r 

aànoynted in Jelu /than haſt thou ſomwhat ok Jeſu/not 

hymas he is / but a ſhadowe of hym. Foz the better that 
ae ee moꝛe — Ne 
c. ꝑkec. Jo 


| Pꝛima pars. Ca. xlvij. 
by what maner prayer oꝛ meditacpon oꝛ occupacyõ that 
thou may haue greateſt ⁊clenneſt deſpꝛe to hym / x haue 
mooſt felynge of hym by p occupacpon 5ᷣ lekeſt hym belt 
and beſt fyndeſt hym. Thertoꝛe yk it come to my mynde 
as it Were alkynge what haſt thou loſt / what ſekeſt p. 
Lytte vp thy mynde and the delpꝛe of thy herte to Jelu 
Chꝛpſt / though ÿ be blynde e nought may le ok his god⸗ 
hede / x {ape that hym halt ÿ lola hym wolde ÿ haue /e 
nothynge but hym / to be w hym Where heis / none other 
ioye / none other blyſſe in heuen ne in erth but hym. And 
though tt fo be that ÿ fele hym in deuocyon oꝛ in knowyn 
ge / o in ony other thynge what that it be / reſt not there 
as though p haddeſt fully founde Jelu / but foꝛgete that 
that thou had founde, And alway by delyꝛyng after Je⸗ 
fu moze and moze foꝛ to fynde hym better / though thou 
haddeſt ryght nought foũde in hym / loꝛ wyte thou Well 
Whar that thou feleſt of hym / be it neuer fo moche that 
though thou were rauylſhed in to p thyꝛde heuen with 
Poule / yet haſt thou not foũde Jelu as he is in his ioye. 
Anowe thou o2 fele thou neuer fo moche of hym / he is 
pet aboue it / and therfore pf thou Wylte fully fynde hym 
as he is in the blyſſe of louynge / ceale thou neuer wWhple 
thou lyueſt / ne ol gooſtly delyꝛynge. 
C What ꝓfyte it is to haue p delyꝛe ot Jeſu. Ca. xlvij. 
Othly J had leuer fele ⁊ haue a lothfaſt deſyꝛe € 
à clene in my herte to my loꝛde Jelu / though F fe 
ryght lytell of hym w mp gooſtly eye/than to haue wout 
this delyꝛe all bodyly penaũce of all men lyuynge /all bu 
fyons oꝛ reuelacyons of aungels apperyng / ſonges and 
ſownynges / ſauours ⁊ lmellynges / bꝛẽnynges and ony 
lykynges oꝛ bodyly felynges / x choꝛtiy to ſaye/oꝛ all the 
iopes of heuen tof erth Lobiche Imyght haue without 


| 
| 


thig defpze to my loꝛde Jelu. Bauvd the pꝛophete felte 


as Flayeas I vnderſtande / whan he ſayd thus (Quid fal, 

enĩ michi eff in celoꝛet a te qd volui ſuꝝ trã) Loʒde what ixxij. 

thynge is to me in heuen / oz what Wold J Wout p aboue 

erth / as yl he had ſayd thus. Lode Jelu what heuenly 

ioye is lykyng to me wout delyꝛe of the whyles Jam in 

erth / oꝛ Wout loue of the whan I come to heuen / as who 

layth none. Than yfÿ Wylt fele ony thynge of h bodyly 

02 gooſtlp /coueyte not but foꝛ to fele fothtattly a deſpꝛeot 

his grace c ot his mercyful pꝛelence/ß thethketh p thy 

hert may fynde none other reſt in nothynge but in hym. 

Thus couepted Dauid whan he fayd (Concupwit ata fal. 

mea deliderare tuftificationes tuas in oĩ (pe) Lode mp 

loule coueyteth the delyꝛe of thy ryghtwylnes in euery 

tyme. Seke thã as Dauid did deſyze by delyꝛe. And yfỹ 

mapſt fele by thy delyꝛe in pꝛayers Tin meditacions the 

homely pꝛeſence of Jelu in thy ſoule / bynde thyne herte 

faſt therto p it fall not therfro. And yfÿ ſtumble / that p 

mayſt ſoone fynde hym agayne. ¶ where and with 

what thynge Jeſu ſhall be ſought tfounde. Ca. xl viij. 
Eke than Jelu whome thou haſt loſt/he wyll be 

lought / he may than ſom what be foũde / for he 

apth bplelfe (Dis qqrit inueniet) Euery man v leketh 

hail fynde. The ſekynge is trauaplous / but p fyndynge 

is blyltull. Do therfore after p coũſeyle of che wyle man ; 

pi thou wyit fynde hym (Si quelieris quali pecuniã fa ꝓuer. 

pientiã et ſicut thelaurũ effodieris illã:tũc intelliges ti⸗ xx. 

moꝛẽ Dit et ſciẽtiã inuenies) pt thou ſeke wyldome cthe 

whiche is Jelu)as ſyluer ⁊᷑ golde/⁊ delueſt depe theral⸗ 

ter / thou {halt fynde it. The behoueth foꝛ to delue depe in 

thy herte / oz therin he is hyd / caſt out full clenly all tos 

ues ⁊ lykynges / ſoꝛowes c dꝛedes of all erthly thynges / 

E lo ſhalt j fynde wyldome Jelu. Bethou than lyke to ỹ 

woman of the goſpell / of p whiche our * thus 

ij. 


Dima pars. Ca. xlviij. 

Luce (Que mulier habẽs dꝛagmas decẽ̃. cc.) What woman 
rb. is that that hath loſt a dꝛame p ſhe wyll not lyght a lan⸗ 
terne ⁊ caſt her hous vplodowne r letze tyll He fynde it / 
ag Who ſayth none. And whan the hath foũde it /ſhe cals 
leth her frendes layth to them thus. Make myꝛthe W 

me a melody / foꝛ I haue founde 5ᷣ dꝛame that J had lot 

This dꝛame is Jelu that 5ᷣ haſt loft. Ind yk thou wylte 
kynde hym / lyght vp alanterne / p is gods woꝛde / as Da 
Plal. utd lapel (Lucerna pedibꝰ meis verbũ tuit) Loꝛde 18 
cxviij. Woꝛde to my fete is a lanterne. By this lanterne ſhalte x 
le where he is / a how thou (halt fynde hym. And yk thou 
wylt ÿ mayſt with this lyght vp another lanterne / that 
is the realon of thy ſoule / foꝛ as our loꝛd ſayth (Lucerna 
coꝛpoꝛis tui eſt oculꝰ tuus) Che lanterne of thy body is 
thy bodyly eye. Byght lo it may be ſaydÿ the lanterne ol 
thy ſoule is reaſon /by p whiche p foule may Ce all gooſt⸗ 
ip thynges. Bythis lanterne mayſt p fynde Felu/ep is 
foth yk ÿ holde vp the lanterne fro vndernethe p bulſhell 
ALut᷑.x. as our loꝛde ſayth Memo accẽdit lucernã et ponit eã tub 
modio:ſed ſuꝑ candelabꝛũ) There is no man pᷣ lyghteth 
alanterne foꝛ to Cet it vnder a buſſhell / but vpon a candel 
ſtycke / that is tofape / thy reaſon {hall not be ouerlayde 
with erthly belynes ne vayne thoughtes & erthly affet⸗ 
cpons / but aye vpward aboue all vayne thoughtes and 
erthly thynges as moche as thou mayſt / ¢ yk thou do fo. 
thou ſhalt ſe than all p mull ⁊ all d fylth e mall motes in 
thy hous / foꝛ why he is lyght /that is to faye all fleſſhly 
loues t dꝛedes in thy ſoule / not all / foꝛ as Dauid faprh 
(Delicta qͥs ĩtelligit) Who may knewe all his treſpaces 
as who ſayth no man / ⁊ÿ ſhalte caſt out of thy herte all 
luche lynnes / E lwepe thy ſoule clene w the befom of the 
dꝛede of god / e with p water of thyne eyen waſſhe it / ſo 
chalte p fynde thy dꝛame Jelu. He is dꝛame/he is peny⸗ 
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he is thyne herytage. This dꝛame wyll not be founde fo 
lpyghtly as it is (apd, for this werke is not of one houre / 
neokone day / but many dayes e peres / w moche lwete e 
ſtynkyng of body & trauayle of the ſoule / ⁊ yfÿ ceale not 
but ſeke belylpy / ſoꝛowe c ſygh depe / mourne ſtylly / and 
ſtoupe lowe tyll thyne eyen water foꝛ anguylſhe ¢ payne 
oz ÿᷣ haſt loft thy trelour Jelu / at the lat whan he wyll 
well ſhalt ÿ fynde thy dꝛame Jelu. And yk ÿ fynde hym 

às J haue ſayd /that is/yt thou mayſt in clennes of con-. 
ſcyence kele p homely ⁊ the peacefull pretence ofp bleſſed 
name Jelu Chꝛyſt as a ſhadowe oꝛ a glemeryng ol hym 
Thou mapyſt yt thou wylte call all thy frendes to the foꝛ 
to make myꝛth with the and melody foꝛ thou batt foũde 
the dꝛame Jeu. where Jelu is loſt and 
founden agayne through his mere. Ca . xlix. 0 
¶Enow than 5 curteſye tthe mercy of Jeſu/thou 
phiaſt loſt hym / but where / lothly in thy hous pis 

in thy ſoule/that is to ſay/yt᷑ ů haddeſt loſt allthe reaſon 
okthy ſoule by the kyꝛſt ſynne thy ſoule hold neuer haue 
kfounde hym agayn / but he lefte to the thy realon / x ſo he 

is in thy ſoule / x neuer ſhall be loſt out ok it. Neuertheles 
thou art neuer 5 nerer to hym tyll Pp haue foũde hym/he 

is inthe thought /he is loſt kro the / but ÿ arte not in hym 
tyll ᷣ haue founde hym. Than was this his mercy phe 
wWolde lukre hym to be loſt onely where he may be foũde 
It nedeth not to renne to Rome neto Jerulalem to ſeke 
huymthere / but turne thy thought into thyne owne foule 
where he is hyd / as the pꝛophete ſayth (Were tu es de? 
Ablconditus) Sothly loꝛde thou art 5 hyd god / ſeketh 
hymthere. Thus ſayth hymſelfe in the golpel (Simile Math. 
eſt regnũ celoꝝ theſauro abſcõdito in agro:quẽ qui inue⸗ xiij. 
nit homo abſcõdit et pre gaudio ti? vadit et vendit vni⸗ 
uerta que habet / et emit agrũ illum) 92 — of 

. ui. 


. rina pars. Ca. l. 
heuen is lykened to a treaſour hyd in v kelde / the whiche 
whan a man kyndeth / foꝛ ioye of it he gothe x lelleth all 
that he bath e byeth the felde / Jelu is treafour hydde in 
thy ſoule. Than yt thou myght kynde hym in thy ſoule / 
t thy ſoule in hym / Jam ſyker for toye of it thou wolde 
gyue the lykynge of all erthly thynges for to haue it / Je⸗ 
lu ſlepeth in thy herte gooſtly / as he dyd ſomtyme body⸗ 
ly / whan he was in the ſhyppe with his diſcyples. But 
they foꝛ dꝛede of perylſhynge wakened hym / ⁊ ſoone af- 
ter he faucd them fro tempeſt. Do thou ſo/ſtere hym by 
pꝛayer / and Wake hym with greate cryenge of delpze / 
he (hall ſoone rpfe and helpe the. ¶ What letteth a 
man to heare and le aon within hymlelke. Ca. l. 
Be pare hope better / that $ depett ofter to 

Ehym than he dotheto the / loꝛ he calleth p full ofte 
With his ſwete pꝛeuy voyce / ſtereth thyne hert ful ſtyl⸗ 
ly that p choldeſt leue al other ianglyng of al other vany⸗ 
tees in thy ſoule / c onely take kepe ol hym to heare hym 
ſpeke. Thus ſayth Dauid of our lor (Audi filia et vide 
et inclina aurẽ cua et obliuiſcere ppłm tuũ et domũ pfis 
tui) My doughter heare tle ¢ bowe thyne eare to me / ax 
forget p folke of thy woꝛldly thoughtes / ep hous of thy 
flelſhiy ⁊ kyndly aſfeccyons. Lo here mayſt p ſe howour 
loꝛde calleth the x all other ů wyll harken to hym. What 
letteth p thã that ÿ mayſt neyther fe hym ne heare hym. 
Sothly there is ſo moche noyle ⁊ cryenge in thyne herte 
of vayne thoughtes r flelſhly defpres that ỹ mayſt ney⸗ 
dher heare no fe hym. Therkoꝛe put awape vnreſtſull 
noyle/⁊ bꝛeke the loue of {pune ⁊ vanite / and bꝛyng in to 
thyne herte loue ok vertues ¢ full charite / æthan ſhalte ß 
heare thy loꝛd ſpete to the. ¶ That metzenes echarite: 
ben the ſpecyall lyuereys of Jelu / though the whiche 
mans ſoule is refourmed to the lykenes of hym. Ca. lj. 


| DDnꝛima pars. Ca .lij.et.lij. 
fiz longe as Jelu fyndeth not his ymage relour⸗ 
med inthe / heis ſtraunge æ the kerther fro the⸗ 
therfore ſhape the for to be arayed in his lykenes / that 
is in mekenes and charite/the whiche are his lyuereys. 
And than he wyll homely knowe the / and there to the 
his pꝛeuytees. Thus ſayd he hymlelfe to his dilcyples 
Qui diligit me diligetur a patre meo /et maniteſtabo ei Johã. 
meiplum) Who ſo loueth me/he ſhall be loued of my fa⸗ xiiij. 
ther / and I hall ſhewe my lelfe vnto hym. There is no 
vertue ne no werke that thou mayſt do that thou map 
make the lyke vnto our loꝛde without mekenes and cha 
rite / fo thele two are ſpecyally vnto god mooſt lefe. Ind 
that lemeth well in the golpell / where our loꝛde ſpeketh 
of mekenes thus ¶ Diſcite a me quia mitis ſum æhumi⸗ Math. 
lis coꝛde) Lerne ot me he ſayth / not fo2 to go bare fote/ne ij. 
foꝛ to go in to deſerte / and there to faſt foꝛty dayes/ne als 
fo for to choſe pou diſcyples / but lerne of me mekenes/ 
fox Jam mylde ⁊ meke in herte. Alſo of charite he ſayth 
thus ( Hoc eft pꝛeceptum meum vt diligatis inuicem li- Johã. 
cut dilexi vos. Item. In hoc cognolcent o¢s quia dilci⸗ xb. 
puli mei eſtis:ſi dilectionẽ habueritis adinuicem) This 
is my byddyuge / that pe loue togyder as J loued you / 
koꝛ in that ſhall mien knowe pou for my diſcyples. Not 
koꝛ pe werke myꝛacles / oꝛ cat out deuylles/oꝛ pꝛeche oꝛ 
teche / but pt echone ot you loue other in charite / and pt 
chou wylte be lyke to hym / haue mekenes and charite⸗ 
What charite is thou doeſt well knowe / loue thyne euen 
chypſten as thytelke. 511 1 ae 
[ ODowa man hall fynde the grounde of 
Uf pynne within hymlelfe. Ca. li. 
8 ID +e haſt thou herde a lytell what thy ſoule is / x 
what woꝛſhyp it had/ e how thou loſt it /and alſo 
IJ haue toldethethat this woꝛſhyp myght by grace and 
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beſy trauayle ſomwhat be recouered agayne in party of 
kelynge. How ſhall J tell febly as I can how thou ſhalte 
oz mapſt entre in to thylelt᷑ for to fe the groũde ol ſynne x 
to deſtroye it as moche as mayſt/ ſo ſhalte 5 oʒ mayſt 
recouer a parte of the dignite/thou ſhalt ceaſe foʒ a tyme 
fro all bodyly werkes / fro all outwarde beſynes as thou 
mayſt well. Than (halte thou dꝛawe in to thyſelfe thy 
thought fro thy bodyly wyttes / that thou take no kepe 
what P heareſt oz ſeeſt o2 feleſt / ſo that the poynt of thyne 
bert be not fpred on them. And after this dꝛawe in nerer 
thy thought fro all maner pmagynynges pip mayſt fro 
all bodylythynges / ⁊ fro all thoughtes of thy bodyly des 
des before done /oꝛ of other mennes dedes. This is lytell 
mayſtry to do whan ÿ hak deuocyon / but thou ſhalte do 
thus whan Pp haſt deuocyon / for than it is ryght moche 


the harder. And {et thyne entent ⁊ thy full purpole as 5 


woldeſt not ſeke ne fele ne fynde but onely the grace the 
gooftiy prefenceot Jeſu. This is trauaplous /foʒ bayne 


thoughtes wyll pꝛece in to thyne herte thycke to dꝛawe 


thy thought downe to them. And yk ÿ do thus thou ſhalt 
fpade lomwhat / not Fela whome thou lekeſt / but onely 
à naked mynde ok his name / what than / ſothly but thus 
thou ſhalt fynde a derke pmage and a paynkull ot thyne 
one ſoule / whiche hath neyther lyght ol knowynge ne 
felynge of loue ne lykyng / this ymage pf ÿ beholde wyt⸗ 
ly/is all to belapped w blacke ſtynkyng clothes of fpnne/ 
às pꝛyde / enuy / Ire /ſlouth / couetyle / glotony / lechery: 
this is not p ymage of Jelu / but it is p pmage ot ſynne. 
And ſaynt Poule calleth it a body of ſynne / and a body of 
deth. This pmage and this blacke ſhadowe thou bereſt 
aboute w the where ſo thou goeſt. Out fro this ſpꝛynge 
many greate ſtremes of ſynne / and {mall alſo. Byght as 
out ofthe ymage of Fetus yl it were relozmed in the be⸗ 
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mes of gooſtly lyght {hold ſtye vp to heuen / as bꝛẽnynge 
delyꝛes/clene att eccpons / wyle thoughtes / all honeſty 

ok vertues. Nyght fo out of this pmage ſpꝛynge ſteryn⸗ 
ges ot pꝛyde / ol enuy /c of luche other the whichecaſteth 
the downe fro p honeſty of man in to a beeſtes lykenes. 
To what thynge is the ymage ot lynne lyke 
| -andYobatitisinittelfe. Ca. liij. 
3 Ae bee perauenture p begynneſt to thynke to what 
1. thynge this ymage is lyke / a therkoꝛe that p hol 
deſt not longe ſtudy there aboute/ J tell the ÿ it is lytze to 
no bodyly thynge. What is it than layſt thou / ſothly it is 
nought / ⁊ that mayſt 5ᷣ fynde yk thou wylte aſſape as F 
haue ſayd to the. Dꝛawe in to thylelk thy thought fro all 
bodyly thynges / than ſhalte thou fynde ryght nought 
doherin thy loule may reſt. This nought is nothyng elſe 
but derknes of conſcyence /a lackynge of loue and lyght. 
As lynne is nought but a wantyng of good yt it ſo were 
that p groũde ol lynne were moche abated e dꝛyed vp in 
the / c thy ſoule were reformed ryght to thymage of Je⸗ 
lu / than yf p dꝛewe in to thptelfe thy herte ÿ ſholdeſt not 
fynde nought / but thou ſholdeſt fynde Jelu / not onely p 
naked mynde of this name / but thou ſholdeſt kynde Je⸗ 
u Chꝛyſt in cõſcyence redyly techynge the / thou ſholdeſt 
kynde lyght ok vnderſtandyng / and no derknes of vncun⸗ 
nynge / choldeſt fynde loue ⁊ lykyng of hym / e no payne 
ot bytternes c heuynes. But for thou arte not refoꝛmed 
thertoꝛe whan thy loule cometh in kro all bodyly thges 
E kpyndeth nought but derknes ¢ heuynes / hym chebeth 
dàn hondꝛeth Wynter tyll he be out agayn by ſome bodyly 
delyte oꝛ vayne thought / that is no wonder for who fo 
cõmeth home to his hous ⁊ kyndeth nothyng therin but 
ſtynte eimoke c a chydyng wyke / he wolde ſoone renne 
out ol it. Ayght fo thy ſoule whan it fyndeth noconforte 
Sea. pfec. .. 


Corin. Sapnt Poule knewe it well / for he lapdthus ol it Si⸗ 


xv. 
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in it lelke but blacke fmoke of gooſtly blyndnes / greate 


chydynge of tlelſhly thoughtes cryenge vpon the that p 


maypſt not be in peace / ſochly it is ſoone Wer y cpl it bedut 
agapne. This is 5 derknes ot conſcyence. ¶ Who ſo 
Wyll fynde Jelu / hym behoueth abydyngly to trauapls 
in gooſtly derknes agaynſt p ymage ol lynne. Ca. liiij. 
JEuerthelelle in this dere conſcyence behoueth p 

L. Eto ſwynke c ſwete/that is to ſay/the behoueth to 
dꝛawe in to thylelfe thy thought fro all bodyly thynges 
as moche as p maptt. And than whan p kyndeſt ryght 


nought fro all bodyly thynges as moche as thou mayſt 


Aud than whan thou fyndeſt ryght nought but ſoꝛowe 
t payne c blyndnes in this derknes / yl thou Wylt kynde 
Jeſu the payne ot this derke conſcyence the behoueth to 
luſtre c abyde a wohyle therin / x here the behoueth to be 


ware that thou take Jelu chꝛyſt in thy thought agaynſt 


this eche derknes in thy mynde / & by bely prayer ¢ ker⸗ 


uent delpꝛe to god / ⁊ uot lettynge p poynt ol thy thought 


in that foꝛeſayd nought / but in Jelu chꝛyſt whiche thou 
deſpꝛeſt / ⁊ thynke pay on the paſſion ton his mekenes 


and thaugh myght ot hym thou ſhalte aryle / do as thou 


woldeſt bere it downe ⁊ go thꝛugh it. Thou ſhalt aryſe a 
lothe this derknes this nought ryght as the deuyll / 


thou ſhalte deſpyle it x all to bꝛeke it. Foʒ all within this 
nought is Jeſu hyd in his ioye / whome thou mayſt not 


fynde by thy lekynge / but pf thou paſſe ß derknes of con 


ſcyence. This is v gooſtly trauayle that Iſpekeof/and 


this trauaple is cauſe of all this wꝛytynge / loꝛ to ſtere p 
therto pf ỹ fele grace. This derknes of conſcyence this 
nought that I ſpeke ot /is the yvmageokthe firſt Adam. 


cut poꝛtauimus imaginẽ terreni hominis: ita poꝛtem⸗ 
imagine iam et celeſtis) As we haue here before boꝛe 
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the ymage ok the erthiy man pis the kyꝛſt dam. Nyght 
ſothat we myght nowbere the ymage ol heuemy man 
whiche is Jelu the ſeconde Adam / he bare this ymage 
olte full beup/foz it was fo combꝛous to hym p hecryed 
out on it/ſayenge thus (O quis liberabit me de cozpoꝛe Bom. 
moꝛtis huius) O who ſhall delyuer me fro this body & vii. 
this ymage ok deth. And than he cofogted hymſelfe and 
bother allo thus ( Gꝛatia dei ꝑ ieſum chꝛiſtũ ) The grace 
ok god by Jeſu Chꝛyſt. ¶ What is properiy the 
pmage ot lynne / and what cõmeth out therok. Ca. lv. 
nw haue J tolde the a lytell of this pmage how 
L) it is nought / neuertheles yk it be terre fro thy kno 
wyuge how it myght be an ymage / foz nought is but 
nought / but fo myght thou not lyghtly vnderſtande it. 
I chau tell p more openly of this ymage as methynketh 
This ymage is a falſe mylruled loue vnto thylelte. Out 
frothis come all maner of ſynnes by. vij. rvuers whiche 
are thele. Pꝛyde / enuy/ire / louth / couetyſe/glotony & le⸗ 
cher. Loo this is ſom what that ÿ mayſt fele / by one ok 
theſe ryuers renneth out all maner of ſynne / x putteth p 
out ot charite yt it be deedly ſynne /oz it letteth feruour 
ok charite pf it be benyall. Now mapſt ÿ grope that this 
pmage is not nought / but it is moche of badde / foꝛ it is a 
great ſpekynge of loue vnto thylelke with luche. dij. ry⸗ 
Uers as J haue ſayd. But now ſayſt ÿ how may this be 
ſothe / J haue fozſaken the Wozlde / and J am put in to a 
hous / Amedle with noman / chpde not / A ſtryue not⸗ 
Ineyther bye ne ſell / Ine haue no woꝛldly beſynes / but 
by the mercy ot god J kepe me chaſte / c withholde me 
kro delytes / and euer J pꝛaye / wake / J trauaple bo⸗ 
dyly and gooſtly as Imap /how {holm than this yvmage 
be ſo moche in meas thou ſpekeſt of. As vnto this Jan⸗ 
were and graunt to the / that J hope thou dock all theſe 
| g. ij. 
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werkes and moo therto /e pet may it be ſothe as Faye. 
Thou arte beſy with all thy myght to ſtoppe the ryuers 
withouten / but p ſpꝛyng within on happe ÿ leueſt hole. 
Thou art lyke to a man the whiche had in his gardyn a 
ſtynkyng well w many rennynges fro it/he pede a ſtop⸗ 
ped the rennynges r left p ſpꝛynge hole / ⁊ wende all had 
ben ſyker / but the water ſpꝛange vp at the groũde of the 
well / & ſtode ſtyll fo moche that it coꝛrupted al p kapꝛnes 
ok his gardin / pet renneth no water out. Nyght fo may 
it be with the / yf it be fo that ỹ halk by grace ſtopped the 
ryuers of this pmage without / fo moche it is well / but 
beware of p ſpꝛynge within / ſothly but pf thou ſtoppe c 
tlenle that as moche as p mayſt/it wyll coꝛrupte all the 
floures of the gardyn of thy loule / ſhewe p neuer fo fayre 
out warde in ſyght of men. But now ſayſt thou / wherby 
{hall I knowe that the groũde is ſtopped / pf Jtrauaple 
aboute it. As to this J {hall tell by aſſaye how thou ſhalt 
knowe this pmage yk it be inthe / and how moche it is in 
thee therby ſhalte thou wyte how moche that it is ſtop⸗ 
ped / q how lytell alſo in the. And in as moche as pꝛyde is 
the pꝛyncypall ryuer / J (hall tell the therof fyꝛſt. 
¶ What pꝛyde is/and whan it is lynne. Ca. vj. 
12 Ryde is nought elſe cas clerkes Cape) but loue of 
thyne owne excellẽce /p is of thyne owne woꝛſhyp 
Than the moꝛe ß loueſt æ lykeſt in thyne owne woꝛſhyp/ 
the moꝛe is the pꝛyde / e fo the moꝛe is the ymage in the. 
pk thou fele in thyne hert a ſterynge of pꝛyde / thou p art 
holper / Wyſer / better ⁊ moze vertuous than another is / 
that god hath gyuen the grace to ſerue hym better than 
other do / & thynkeſt all other bynethe the / the aboue 
them / oz ony other thought of thyſelfe / whiche ſheweth 
to the lyght o thy ſoule an excellence ⁊ an ouerpaſlynge 
of other men oꝛ women / e ok this ſterynge ÿ keleſt loue e 
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delyte e bayne pleaſyng in thylelfe that thou art ſo / this 
is a token that p bereſt this blacke ymage / whiche pk it 
be pꝛeup fro mennes eyen/neuerthelelle it ſheweth hym 
openly in goddes lyght. But now ſayſt thou that thou 
mapſt not tice ſuche iterynges of pꝛyde / loꝛ oft thou feleſt 
them agaynſt thy wyll / e therkoze thou holdeſt them no 
fſynne / oz vt they be lynne / they be but venyal. As to this 
IA apethus / that the kelynge ok thele ſterynges ol pꝛyde 
dz otony other the whiche ſpꝛynge out eyther of the coꝛ⸗ 
rupcion ok this foule pmagezoz by incaſting of p ennemy 
it is no ſynne in as moche as thou feleſt them / that is a 
grace c a pꝛeuylege by vertue ofp paſſion of Jeſu chꝛyſt 
graunted to all chꝛyſten men baptyled in Water tin the 
holp gooſt. Foꝛ ſothly to iewes ⁊ ſaraʒyns whiche byleue 
not in Jeſu Chꝛyſt /all ſuche ſteryuges are deedly ſynne. 
Foz ſaput Poule layth (Omne gd nö eff ex fide petm̃ et) 
All that is done Wout trouth in Chꝛyſt / is deedly ſynne. 
But we chꝛyſten men haue this pꝛeuylege of his mercy 
that ſuche felynges are no lynne / but they are payne of p 
oꝛygynal (pune. Neuertheleſſe whan by neclygence ⁊ by 
blyndnes of thy felfe this keling is recepucd vnwarely in 
thy thought ⁊ turned in to loue ⁊ lykynge / than is there 
ſynne moꝛe oz leſſe after p mealure oł the loue / ſfomtyme 
venyall / ſomtyme deedly / whan it is venyall/ xc whan 
deedly / kully can IJ not tell p / neuerthelelle a lytel J ſhall 
fapeas methynketh. ¶ Whan pꝛyde is deedly lynne /t 
how it is in flelſhly lyuyng men deedly ſynne. Ca. lvij. 
Han the ſterynge of pꝛyde is receyued c turned in 

to lykynge / lo moche that the bert choleth tt foꝛ a 

full reſt æ full delyte / ⁊ leketh none other ende but onely 
lykyng therin / tha is this pꝛyde deedly lynne / loꝛ he maz 
beth and choleth this delyte as his god without agayn⸗ 
ſtandynge ok reaſon c wyll / Z therfore it is deedly lynne. 

Sca. pkec. g. iij. 


But now lay} / what foole is hep wolicholepypdeas 
his god / no man p lpucth wolde do fo. s to this J layve 

that I can not teil the in (pecpall who lynneth in pꝛyde 
deedly / but in general J laye that there is two mauer ok 
pꝛyde. The one is bodyly pꝛyde / and the other is gooſtiy 


pꝛyde. Bodyly pꝛyde is of flelſhly lyuynge men. Gooſtly 


pꝛyde is of ypocrites c heretikes. Thele che ſynne deed⸗ 


iy in pꝛyde / I meauc ok luche a tlellhly lyuynge man as 
ſaynt Poule ſpeketh of thus ( Silcbm carnem vixeritis 
moziemi) pt pe lyue after pour fleſſhe / ye Hal dye. Than 


faye Ithus /that a wozldly man whiche loueth a ſeketh 


pꝛincppally p woʒſhyp of hymteite/æ choleth the lykyng 
ok it as reſt of his herteæ p ende or his blyſle / he lynneth 


deedly. But now ſayſt thou / who wolde chole loue o his 
woꝛzſhyp in ſtede of his god. As to this J ſayethus / that 


he that loueth his woꝛſhyp as to fee better x greater ot 
eſtate than ony other / and trauaylech about it as moche 
as he map / yl he loue it lo moche that force getynge ol 
it / the kepyng tthe lauyngeol it / he bꝛeketh the cõmaũ⸗ 
dement of god / oꝛ bꝛeketh loue e charite to his ecuenchzy⸗ 
ſten / oꝛ is redy ⁊ in full wyll for to bꝛeke it rather than he 


cholde forbere his woꝛſhyp oꝛ lele it / eyther of his name 


or of his eſtate/oꝛ of fultyllyng of his wyll / ſethly he lyn 
neth deedly / lo he loueth his woꝛſhyp e chofech it more 
than the loue ot god tof his euenchziſten. And neuerthe⸗ 
leſle the man p ſynneth thus deedly/he wolde ſaye with 


his mouth that he wyll not chole pꝛyde for his god / but 


he begyleth hymlelke / loꝛ he choleth it by his dede. Pe⸗ 
uertheleſſe another woꝛldly man that loueth worlbyp of 

hymlelke / ⁊ purſueth theratter pf he loue it not ſo moche 
that he Wolde foꝛ the getynge oꝛ d lauyng of it do a Deeds 
lo lynne / oꝛ bꝛeke charite to his euenchꝛyſten / he lynneth 
not deedly / but venpally moze oꝛ leſſe / alter mealure of: 


tee fe 


131.85 Pꝛima pars. Ca. lviif. 
his loue this lykynge / with other circumſtaunces. 
[How pꝛyde in heretykes is deedly (pune, Ca. l viij. 
N heretyke lynneth deedly in pꝛyde / for he cho⸗ 

l (cth his reſt e his delyte in his owne opynpon/ 
mn his owne layenge / ſoz he weneth p it is ſothe / whiche 
opinyon oꝛ ſapenge is agaynſt god t holy chyꝛche/ ther 
loze lynneth he in pꝛyde derdly / foz he leueth hymſelfeck 
his owne wyl c wytte / lo moche that though it beopenly 
agaynſt the oꝛdynaũce of holy chyꝛche he wyll not leue it 
but reſt hym therin as in ſothkaſtnes / ⁊ ſo maketh he it 
hig god / but he begyleth hymſelte / ſoꝛ god t holy chirche 
are ſo oned & accoꝛded togyder / that who ſo doth agaynſt 
the one / he dothe agaynſt them bothe. And therfoꝛe he p 
ſayth he loueth god e kepeth his byddynges /e delpileth 
holy chyꝛche / letteth at nought p lawes at the oꝛdynaũ⸗ 
ces ol it made by the heed e the ſouerayne in gouernaun 
ces of all chꝛyſten men / he lyeth / he choleth not god / but 
hecholech the loue of hymlelfe / contrary to p loue ot᷑ god 
and ſo he lynneth deedly. And in that he wencth mooſt to 
pleaſe god / he mooſt diſpleaſeth hym / for he is blynde c 
Wyll not fe. Ok this blyndnes e this falle reſtynge ok an 
heretyke in his owne felynge lpektth v wyle man thus 
(Cit via i videt᷑ homini recta: et nouiſſima ei? ducũt ad ꝓuer. 
moꝛztẽ) There is a waye whiche lemeth to a man ryght⸗; iiij. 
kull / and the laſt ende of it bꝛyngeth hym to endles deth. 
This wape lpecpally is called hereſy.Joꝛ other flelſhely 
ſpuners that ſynne deediy and lye therin / cõmunly they 
fuppole amyſſe of themſelfe/æ fele bytyng in conſcyence 
that they go not in the ryaht wapye / but an heretyke lup⸗ 
poſeth that he dothe Weil ⁊ techeth weil / and yet no man 
fo well. And fo Weneth he that his wape is the tyght 
wape / and cherfoze feleth he no bytynge of conſcyence / 
ge no mekenes in his herte. And lothly but yr god lende 
g. iiij. 


— 


| | Pꝛima pars. Cs. lir,. 
hym mekenes of his mercy / at the laſt ende he gothe to 
hell / and neuertheleſſe pet weneth he to haue done well 
and to gete hym the blyſſe ol heuen foꝛ his techynge. 
¶ How pꝛyde in ppocryptes is deedly lynne. Ca. lix. 
He ppocryte allo ſynneth deedly in pꝛyde. He is 
0 an ppocrpte that cholſeth vayne ioye of hymſelke 
ds the reſt c p full delpte of hert vpon this maner Wyle. 
Whan a man dothe many maner of good dedes bodyly € 
gooſtly / and than it is put to his mynde by ſuggeſtyon ol 
the deuyll beholdyng of hymlelfe æ of his good dedes / 
how good / how holy he is / how woꝛthy in menues dome 
& how hygh in goddes ſyght aboue other men / he percep 
ueth this ſteryng & receyueth it wylkully / loꝛ he weneth 
it be good tof god in as moche as it is ſothe / foꝛ he dothe 
thele good dedes better than other men. And wWhan it is 
recepucd thus by aſſent of his wyll as good/there ryſeth 
ol it a loue ta delyte in his hert of hymſelk p he ſo moche 
grace hath / that it rauylſheth his mynde out ok all other 
thoughtes bothe gooſtly ¢ flelſchly for the tyme / x ſetteth 
it in vayne topeof hymlelfe as in a reſt ot his hert. This 
rauylſhynge in gooſtly pꝛyde is delectable / x therfoꝛe he 
kepeth it / holdeth it c nourilſheth it as moche as he map 
fox this loue c vayne delyte he pꝛayeth c waketh / he fa⸗ 
ſteth æ wereth p heere / ⁊ doth other affliccyons / al this 
greueth hym but lytell. He loueth / he thanketh god ſom⸗ 
tyme wWhis mouth: ſomtyme wp geth a tere out of his 
eye / than he thöketh al fafe ynough / but ſothly all this 
is foꝛ loue of hymſelke whiche he choleth t receyueth as 
it were loue ttopein god / in that is all p ſynne. He cho⸗ 
leth not (pune wylfully as for ſynne / but he choſeth this 
delyte ⁊ tope that he keleth for god as the reſt of his ſoule 
the whiche is ſynne wouten dilplealynge oꝛ agaynſtan 
dyng of Wyll. Foz he Weneth it were a ioxe in god / it is 


not ſo/⁊ therforefpnneth he deedly. Job faith thus ofan 
ppocryte (Gaudiũ ppocrite ad inſtar půcti. Di aſcẽderit Job 
in celũ lupbia eius:et caput eius nubes tetigerit: velut rr. 
ſterquilinium in fine ꝑdetur) The ioye of an ppocrpte is 
no moꝛe than a poynt. Foz pf he ſtye vp in to heuen with 
reylyngeok herte / ⁊ though his heed touche the ſkyes at 
the laſt ende he ſhall be caſten out as a dongue hepe. The 
iope ok an ppocrpte is but a poynt / foꝛ y that he wozſhyp 
hymlelke neuer fo moche / and tope in hymlelfe neuer fo 
moche all his lyketyme / x depeynt hymlelke with all his 
good dedes in ſyght e in louyng of the woꝛlde / at the laſt 
it is ryght nought but ſoꝛowe c payne. But now ſayſt p 
that there are but feweof them oꝛ elfe none ÿ is fo blynde 
that Wold holde and chole vayne ioye in hymſelfe as fo2 
ioye in god. As to this I can not ſay/ne wyll not though 
I coude / but one thynge F tell theÿ there are many ypo 
ergtes /æ neuertheleſlſe they wene ÿ they be none / ⁊ there 
be manythat dꝛedethemlelk as ypocrytes /⁊ ſothly they 
are none / whiche is one ¢ whiche is other / god knoweth 
Cx none but he / who fo wyll mekely dꝛede/he ſhall not be 
begyled / ⁊ who fo weneth to be ſpker/ he may lyghtly fall 
Foꝛlaynt Youle ſayth (Qui ſe exiſtimat align elle cnt: Sala. 
chil lit:ipſi fe ſeducit) Who fo weneth hp lelk to be ought vj. 
whan heis ryght nought / he begyleth hymlelke. 
how ſterynges of pꝛyde and vayngloꝛy in good 
men be but venyall ſynnes. Ca. lx. 
| J Euertheles a man oz a woman whiche dilpoleth 
Ehm to lyue in contemplacyon / pt it be ſo that he 
foꝛſake hymlelke as in wyll / offre hym hoolly to god w 
a kull general wyll that he Wold not lynne in pꝛyde wyt⸗ 
tyngly / ne haue tope in hymſelfe wylkully / but onely in 
Jiod pf he coude ⁊ myght. And after this kun wyll offred 

tio god he feleth many ſterynges of vayngloꝛy / and dely⸗ 


Pꝛima pars. Cad. lx. 


teth in them koꝛ thetyme / tor he perceyucth them nots 
This lpkynge is but ven pall lynne / c namely yt it be ſo 
that whan he cometh to hymlelke he repꝛtucch hymlelke 


and agaynitandrth this ſteryuge with dilpiealyngeof 


ll / and alketh mercy t helpe ot god. Thau thelykyng 
Whiche before was ſynne / our loꝛde of his mercy ſoone 
koꝛgyueth it /and yet he ſhall haue medi (oz his geod tra⸗ 
uayle in the agaynſtandyng. And that is a curteip ot dur 


loꝛde graũted to all chote p are ſpecyaliy his fexuaũtes € 


mooſt homely of his courte / as are al tholt p (02 his loue 
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forlabe in a good true wyll all woꝛldly tai tlelſhiy ſynne 
and gyue them hoolly body c loule to his ſeruyce they 


myghtetheyz cünyng. As do pꝛincipally ankers in cluſe 
true religyous kfolke / the whiche for p louc ot god & fal- 
uacyon of theyꝛ foules entre in to ony religyon a ppꝛoued 


by holy chyꝛche. D2 elle yt it be fo they entre fyꝛſt fo2 a 


** 


„ 


woꝛldly cauſe / as fo2 theyꝛ bodyly luſtenaũce/oꝛ foꝛ ſoame 


other ſuche / yk they repent them ⁊ turne it into a gooſtly 


caule/as for p ſeruyce of god. Theſe as longeas they ke⸗ 


pe this wyll ¢ purpoſe it as they may vpon theyꝛ fraylte 
are true religyous. Atſo what man oʒ woman vᷣ hebe /in 
What degre he be in holy chyꝛche / pꝛeeſt / clerke / oz lelode 
man / woydowe / mayden oꝛ wyke ÿ wyll for the loue of god 
c ſaluaciòõ of his ſoule foꝛſake al p woꝛſhyps ⁊ lykynges 
of this woꝛzlde in this woꝛlde in his hert truly ⁊ fully by⸗ 
twene god ⁊ hym c all wylfull beſynes c erthly thynges 


to the bare nede/æ offre his wyll cut yerly foꝛ to be his ſer 


uaũt vpon his myght by deuout pꝛayers & holy though⸗ 
tes / with other good dedes p he may do boldyly æ gooſt⸗ 
ly / ⁊ kepeth his wyll hole to god ſtedfaſtly. All theſe are 
lpecyaliy goodes leruaũtes in holy chyzche / and fog this 
good wyll € good purpole p they haue ofthe gyfte of god 
they (all encreale in grace a incharite here lyuyng / and 


| 


Pzima pars. Ca. lxj. 
they hal haue for this ſpecyall wyll a ſpecyall mede in 
the blyſſe of heuen before other cholen loules whiche of- 
kred not hoollp they wyll ⁊ theyꝛ body to goddes leruyce 
neyther openly ne pꝛyuely as they dyd. All thele whiche 
A. call goddes leruauntes tof his courte mooſt ſpecpall 
pl they by fraylte ⁊ by bncunnyng whan they kele luche 
ſterynges of vayngloꝛy fox the tyme delyte therin / ⁊ per⸗ 
cepue it not / loꝛ theyꝛ realon ⁊ theyꝛ wytte is letted by ỹ 
ipkynge p they kele that it may not le this ſteryng. They 
Lynne not deedly in this lykynge of vayngloꝛy/loꝛ p wyll 
that they haue generally let in theyꝛ hert beloze to pleate 
god /⁊ to foꝛſake all maner of lynne yl they knewe it / ke⸗ 
peth them there in fuche ſteryuges ⁊ in all other p come 
of frapltep thep (pine not decdlp/z hall kepe as lige as 
the groũdeokthat wyll is kepte hole. ¶ How dpuers 
ſtates of holy chyꝛche ſhall haue dyuers medes in heuen 
And ot two ſpecyall medes in heuen. Ca. lx. 
I Ndouer this F lave moꝛe in confozteot the tall 
A ccher⸗hauynge the ſtate ok aner in clule / alſo 
by grace ot god in confoꝛte ot them all that entre ony reli 
gyon appꝛoued in holy chyꝛche / that all thole that by che 
mercy ot᷑ our loꝛde ſhall be late / they ſhall haue a ſpecpall 
mede ⁊a ſyngular Worſhypi inp blylle of heuen fo? theyꝛ 
ſtate of lyupnge before other ſoules that had not p ſtate 
in holy chyꝛche / though they be neuer fo holy / whiche 
woꝛſhyp is better than all the woꝛſhyp of this woꝛlde 

without comparplon. For pf thou myghteſt le what it 
were /thou woldeſt not for} woꝛſhyp of this woꝛzlde (pt 
thou myghteſt haue it withouten lynne) chaũge p face 
eyther ot an anker oꝛot᷑ a religvous / ne leſe that ſyngu⸗ 
lar mede intheblyſſe of heuen / whiche mede is called ac⸗ 
eydentall mede. Heuerthelelle that other men myſtake 
not this that J lape/therfoze I (hall faye tt moꝛe openly 


| 


Pꝛima pars. Caley. 
Thou (halt bnderftandethattherearetwomedesinthe | 


blyile ot heuen / whiche our lozm gyueth to cholen ſoules 
The one is ſouerayne and pꝛincipall / as is louynge and 
knowynge of hym alter the mealure of charite gyuen ot 
god toa loule lyuyng in deedly flelſhe. This mede is belt 
c ſouerayne / foꝛ it is god hymtelfe / ⁊ it is cõmune to al pᷣ 


foules that ſholde be lafe in what ſtate oʒ degreÿ they be 


lyuyng in holy chyꝛche moꝛe o2 leſle / after the quantite & 
the mochenes of theyz charite in his lyfe what degre he 


be in. Fo hethat mooſt loueth god ĩ true charite/he ſhall 


haue mooſt mede in the blyſle of heuen fo2 he ſhal mooſt 


loue god knowe hym /⁊ that is p ſouerayne mede. And 


as for this mede it (hall fall p ſome maner of man 02 wo⸗ 


man / as a loꝛde oꝛ a lady/knyght oꝛ ſquyer / marchaunt 
o2 plowman / oꝛ what degre he be in man oz womã/ſhall 
haue moze mede tha ſome pꝛeeſt oꝛ frere / monke / chanon 


dz anker in cluſe. And why / ſothly for he loueth god more 


incharite. An other mede there is /d is lecũdarß whiche 


our loꝛde gyueth for ſpecyal good dedes that a man Doth 


wylfully ouer p he is boũden to. Ok thre dedes pꝛiucipal 


Doctours of holy chyꝛche make mynde. Ok martpꝛdome 
pꝛechynge / manhode. Thele thre werkes as for an ex⸗ 


; 
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cellence in as moche as they paſle al other ſhall haue ſpe 


cyall mede / whiche they call aureole / æ pis not elſe but a 
fyngular woꝛſhyp ⁊ ſpecyall token oꝛdeyned of god in re⸗ 
warde of the ſpecyal dede before other men / that dyd not 


lo ouer the louerayn mede ok p loue ok god / whiche is c 


mune to hym to all other. Ryght fo it is of all other (pez 


cyall good dedes / whiche yk they be done ſothfaſtly are 


ſpecyally acceptable ta 5ᷣ ſyght of god/⁊ in p dome of ho⸗ 


ly chyꝛche they are excellent / as are encloſynge of ankers 


done by the auctoꝛite of holy chyꝛche. Alſo entrynge into 


ony relygyon appꝛoued / Che ſtrayter that p religvon is 


R Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxij. 
the moꝛe excellent is the dede in dome ok holy chyꝛche. 
Alſo after theſe ⁊ bynethe thele the tak ynge ot p oꝛdꝛe 
ok pꝛeeſthode / eyther foꝛ cure of mennes ſoules / ⁊ foꝛ to 
mynyſter p ſacramẽts of holy chyꝛche / oz elſe foʒ ſyngu⸗ 
lar deuocyon to pleafe godt ꝓłyte they euenchꝛyſten by 
the ſacrityce of p pꝛecyous body of our loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛyſt. 
Sothly they are {pecpall dedes & excellẽt openly ſhewed 
in the dome ok holy chyꝛche / and in the lyght of our loꝛde 
whan they are done ſothkaſtly foꝛ god /they are excellent 
aͤnd they hall haue ſpecyall mede eche man in his degre 
in the blyſſe ol heuen. The ſtate ol a bylſhop ⁊ pꝛelate is 
aàboue all theſe dedes as foꝛthis accydental mede. That 
this is lothe it lemeth by holy wꝛyte where he ſayth top 
pꝛophete Danyell thus (Tu autẽ bade ad tẽpus pᷣfinitũ Danie⸗ 
cet requieſces et ſtabis in forte tua in fine dierũ) This is lis. 
thus moche to ſaye/the aungell whan he had ſhewed to 
Danxelthe pꝛeuytees of god /he ſayd to hym thus. Go ỹ 
to the reſt ok thy bodyly deth / e ÿ (halt ſtande in thy forte 
asa pꝛophete at plat dape. And ſothly as Danyell Hall 
ſtaͤnde as a pꝛophete at the laſt dape ol dome / haue the 
woꝛſhyp tthe excellence ofa pꝛophete ouer p foucrapne 
bleſſed mede ol loue ⁊ ſyght ol god. Byght fo ſhalte thou 
ſtande as an anker in p ſoʒte /a religvous inthe ſoꝛteot 
religyon. And fo ok other excellent dedes / xc haue a ſyngu 
lar woꝛſhyp paſſynge other men at the daye of dome. 
QA ſhoꝛte ſterynge to mekenes æcharite. Ca. lxij. 
Obo by thefe woꝛdes thou mayſt pf ÿ wylt byleue 
them / conceyue cofozte fo2 thy degre of lyuyng/ 
alfo mater of mekenes / for though it be ſo that 5 ſhalte 
haue lo moche mede {pecially foꝛ thy ſtate of lyuyng vf 
be kafe/neuertheleſſe it maybe ỹ there is many a wyfec 
man a woꝛldiy womã ſhall be nerer god than / more 
ſhall loue god / æbetter knowe hym than p ſhalt for al thy 
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ſtate / x that ought to be a ſhame foꝛ the / but yr thou obex 
fortogetcloue and charite as fully and as perkytiy as a 
Woꝛldly man oꝛ woman /foꝛ thou mayſt haue as moche 
charite of the gptt of god as he oz ſhe hath that dwelletg 
ſtyll in woꝛldly belynes / thou ſhalt haue as moche or the 
foucrapne mede as he ſhall. and thou (hale ouer that fox 
that ſtate whiche thou haſt taken haue a ſyngular mede 
and a woꝛſhyp whiche he ſhall not haue. Than vr thou 
Wylt do well meke thyſelfe c foꝛgete thy ſtate as it Were 
ryght nought / loz it is ſothe byit lelfe it is ryght nought 
And that thy delpꝛe be ⁊ thy belynes foꝛ to deſtrope lyn⸗ 
neg / & for to gete charite æ mekteues other gooſtly ver⸗ 
tues / loꝛ therin lyeth all. QU Bowa man ſhall 
knowe how moche pꝛyde is in hym. Ca. lxiiji. 
ee nygh loꝛgoten this ymage / but now wyll ZF 

turne agayne therto / pf ÿ wylte wyte how moche 
pꝛyde is therin / chou mayſt pet allay thy lelke thus / loke 
now wylely & flatter not thylelke / y louynge / pꝛaylynge 
02 woꝛſhyppyng/oꝛ flelſhly ſauour of woꝛldly men /oꝛ of 
other be lykynge to thyne herte / x turne it to vayne glad⸗ 
nes and Wyll payenge ok thy ſelfe / thynke ſtylly in thyne 
hert that men Holde pꝛayle thy lyle / regarde thy lpeche 
moꝛe than of other. And alſo on the cõtrary wyle /t it be 
lo that men repꝛeue the / fet the at nought / holde p but 
à foole oꝛ an ppocryte /o yt they ſclaũder poz ſpeke cuyll 
of the falſly / oz in ony other waye that they dileale p vn⸗ 
ſkylfully. And therfore feleſt in thyne herte a greuous 
heuynes agaynſt them / La great rylynge in thyne herte 
With agaynſtandynge for to fuffre ony ſhame oz bylany 
in the lyght of p woꝛlde. pk it bethus w the /it is a token 
that there is moche pꝛyde in this derke ymage / ſeme PF 
neuer fo holy in ð lyght ol men. Foꝛ though thele ſteryn⸗ 
ges be not but lytell venpall / neuerthelelle they ſhewe 


{ 
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AA. es Prima pars. Ca. lxiiij. 
well that there is moche pꝛyde hyd in v groũde of thyne 


herte / as the fore dareth in his denne. Thele ſterynges 
with many moo lpꝛyngen out okthis ymage / lo moche 
that thou mayſt vnnethes do ony good dede but it ſhall 
be medled with ſome pꝛyde oꝛ vayne delyte in thy felfe, 
And ſo with thy pꝛyde thou defouleſt all thy good dedes 
and makeſt them lothſom in p ſyght ol thy loꝛde / A faye — 


not v they are loſt / for they are medled with this pꝛyde⸗ 


but I lave that they are not fo pleaſaunt to thy loꝛde as 
they ſholde be yl they were ſymple t truly roted in p ver 
tue ot mekenes. And therfore pf thou Wylt haue clennes 


ol herte for to cõme to the loue of god / the behoueth not 
onely to flee ᷣ reſt otthyne herte in vayngloꝛy by wyl full 


aͤſſentynge to pꝛyde / allo the recheles ſykyng therin ok 


thy kraylte yt it be agaynſt thy wyll. But alſo p felyng of 
thy pꝛyde ſhalt flee and elchewe as moche as ÿ mayſt / 
but that thou mayſt not do but yfÿ be full quycke ⁊ redy 
aboute the kepyng of thyne herte / as J (hall tell after. 
¶ Ot enuy sire ⁊ ot theyꝛ bꝛaunches / c how in ſtede 
bk lynne mannes perfone is ofte bated. Ca.lxiiij. 
. ymage vpſodowne / x loke well therin 
1 . and thou ſhalte fynde two membzes of enuy and 


ire fattened therto / with many dyuers bꝛaũches ſpꝛyn⸗ 


gynge out ok them / the whiche do let loue ⁊ tharite / the 
Whiche thou ſholdeſt haue to thyne euenchꝛyſten. The 
bzaunches of ire ⁊ enuy are theĩe. Hatred /euyll ſuſpec⸗ 
cyon / lalſe æ vnſkylfull demynge / melancoly/rylynge of 
herte agaynſt them / delpylynge / ⁊ vnkyndnes / & back⸗ 
bytynge / and myſſayenge/ vnlkylfull blamynge/mylly⸗ 
kynge / anguylſhe ⁊ heupnes agaynſt them that delpyle 
the / oz ſpeke ony euyll of the oꝛ ãgaynſt the/a gladnes of 


theyz diſeaſe /a feines agaynſt (pnfuil men æ other that 
dopil not do as the thynbeth they Molde do / with greate 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxv. 
delyꝛe of thyne hert vnder colour of charite e ryghtwyl⸗ 
nes that they were well punyſſhed e chaſtyled foz theyꝛ 
ſynne. This ſterynge lemeth good / neuertheleſſe y tha 
ranfabe it well thou ſhalt fynde it moze ſomtyme flelſhiy 
agaynſt the perlone than gooſtiy agaynſt > ſynne. Thou 
ſhalte loue the man be he neuer fo ſynkull / and thou ſhalt 
hate the lvnne in eche man what he be. Many are begy⸗ 
led in this / fo2 they let the bytter in ſtede ol p lwete / and 
tanken derknes in the ſtede o lyght agaynſt the pꝛophete 
Elaie ſapenge (Ve bobis que dicitis malũ bontiet bont mala 

v. ponentes lucẽ tenebꝛas et amarũ dulce) Woo be to them 
that ape good is euyll / & euyll is good / and let lyght as 
derknes / bytter in ſtede of lwete. Thus done all thoſe 
that whan they ſholde hate the ſynne ol they euenchzy⸗ 
ſten / and loue the perfone / they hate the perſone in ſtede 
of the ſynne / wene that they hate the ſynne / wherkoze 

it is acrafte by it lelfe / who ſo coude do it Well. 

¶ That it is mayſtrp to lowe mennes perſones/x 

wyſely to hate theyꝛ ſynnes. Ca. lxv. 

N Tis no mayſtry to wake & faſt tyll thyne heed ake 
ne to renne to Rome to Jerulalem vpon thy bare 
ete / ne to go aboute ⁊ pꝛeche/as pf p wolde turne al men 
by thy pꝛechynge / ne it is no mayſtry to make chyꝛches 
and chapelles /foꝛ to fede pooꝛe men & mate hoſpitalles. 

But it is as mayſtry a man to loue his euenchꝛyſten in 

charite / wyſely hate the ſynne ol hym & loue the man / 
for though it be fo p al thele dedes beloꝛe ſaid are good in 
themſelke / neuertheleſle they are cõmune to good men q 

to bad for eche man myght do them vf he Wolde a had 
Wwherof, And foz they do that eche man may do / J hold it 
no mayſtry / but to loue his euenchꝛyſten in full charite 
hate his lynne / may no man do but onely good men / whi 
che haue it of the gyſte of god / xnot ol theyꝛ trauaple / as 


— pars. Ca. lxbi. 
a l ditt bus Bom̃. 
t bobis) — — is v. 
| fheodee (pred in your, hertes by the holy gooſt / whiche is 
gpuen to pou, And therfore it is moze pꝛecyous c᷑ h moze 
deynty to cõme by. All other good dedes withouten this 
mahketh not a man good ne Worthy p blyſſe ol heuen but 
this alone / onely this maketh a man good / and all his 
good dedes medeful. All other gyftes of god e werkes of 
man are comune to good ¢ bad / to choſen & to repꝛoued. 
| — gift of charite is onely of god c of choſen foules 
| (Chat foz the ſame dedes dyuerle men 

ſhall haue dyuerle medes. Ca. lxvj. 
ay Good man foz the loue of god faſteth / waketh / 
A Gothe on pilgrymage / forlabeth all p lykynges 

ok the woꝛlde ſothfaſtly in his hert wouten feynynge he 
ſhal haue his mede in p blyſſe ot heuen. And an ppocrpte 
bo — of con — N the lame 8 


man in Woꝛldly ſtate for loue of god maketh many chyꝛ⸗ 

ches /chapelles/abbeys/hoſpytalg/⁊ dothe many other 
good dedes of mercy/he ſhall haue his mede in p bipite of 

N heuen / not forthe dede of it lelfe / but foꝛ d good wyl tthe 

charite p he hath of thegyfte ol god to do tho good dedes. 

| Another man foꝛ vanite of hptelfe æ woꝛſhyp t pleaſyng 
of the worde / ¢ foz his owne name dothe the lame good 

dedes / Hath his mede here / the cauſe is in al thele that 
theone bath charite/⁊ the other none / whiche is one and 

Sca.pfec. h. j. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. ix vij.et. lx bij. 
whiche is oth er our loꝛde knoweth / and none but he. 
¶ That all mennes good dedes ſhall be appꝛo⸗ 
ued that hath lykenes of good Laue the open 
heretyke and the curſed man. Ca. lx vij. 
JAD therfore we ſholde loue c woꝛſhyp all men in 
our hertes / appꝛoue / examyn erecepuc all thcyꝛ 
dedes that haue p lykenes of goodnes though; Doers in 
goddes ſyght be bad / ſaue of open heretyke tof ß open 
curfed mã. Ok thele two ſpecially we ſhall fice ⁊ eichewe 
the pꝛelence of p cõmynge w them / & we ſhall repꝛoue t 
retule theyz dedes / leine they neuer lo good /as longe as 
they are rebel to god ⁊ holy chyꝛche. And yk a woꝛldly cur 
fed mã make a chyꝛche oꝛ fede poore men p mayſt ſyker⸗ 
ly holde it nought e deme it as it is. Allo yt an open here⸗ 
tyke is rebell to holy chyꝛche pꝛeche d teche/ though he 
cõuerte an hondꝛed thoufande foules / holde p dede as to 
hymlelfe ryght nought. Foz thefe men are openly out of 
charite / without whiche is all nought pa man dothe. 
¶ That no good dede may make men fafe Wout charite 
and that charite fele they onely that be meke. Ca. lx viij. 
Md therfoꝛe it is a greate mayſtry a man to can 
loue his euenchꝛyſten in charite. All this fapeng 
may be openly pꝛoued by 5 eee of fapat Boule thus 
I. Coʒi. (Si linguis | 
iif. buero/nichil ſum:ẽ 
trälkerä:charitatẽ aũt no habea michil (a: ct l unuerim 
W peng :et li diſtribuero oẽs facultates meas in ci: 
bos pauperũ: et trabidero corp? meũ ig ee 
ritatẽ atit no habuero nichil michi ꝓdeſt) Saynt Poule 
in pꝛaylyng of charite faith thus. pt I ſpeke p lãguage 
ok all men rokaungels alſo/yt I haue no charite /I am 
ryght nought / æ yl J haue lo great fayth p IJ may turne 
hylles c bere the away / J haue no charite J am ryght 


: Pꝛima pars, Ca. lxviij. 
nought / e alſo though J had al maner of knowlege of all 
pꝛeuptees / Wout charite J am ryght nought /e yt I gy⸗ 
ue all that J haue to pooze men /c my body top fyʒe to be 
brent et J haue no charite it ꝓtyteth me nought. Here it 
lemeth by ſaynt Boules Woꝛdes that a man map do all 
good dedes bodyiy wouten charite / T p charite is nought 
elle but to loue god aboue al / e his euenchꝛiſtẽ as hrlelte 
How (holo tha ony wꝛetched caytyt lyuyng in erth what 
that he be haue delpte oz truſt oꝛ lypkernes in himlelfe foz 
ought that he can 02 may do w all his bodyly myghtes / 
ox his kyndly reaſon / ſyth all this is nought wozth wout 
loue c charite to his euenchꝛiſten. And this charite may 
not be goten w werkyng of hymlelfe / foz it is a free gyft 
bol god lent in to a meke ſoule / as ſaynt Poule ſaith / who 
than dare hardyly ſape that J haue charite / oꝛ J am in 
charite. Sothly no man map (ape it ſykerly / but hethat 
is perkytly efochfaftly meke. Other men may trowe of 
themſelfe / e hope that they be in charite bp tokens. But 
hethat is pfptly meke feleth it / a therkoꝛe myght he full 
lykerly ſave it. Thus meke was laynt Poule/⁊therkoze 
layd he thus hymſeife (Quis leparabit nos a charitate Bom̃. 
dei. Tribulati c.) Who ſhall departe me viij. 
ro pᷣ charite ol god. Trybulacyon oꝛ anguylſhe. d. And 
he anlwereth hymleife c lapth. | : 
put me frop chariteof god whiche J haue in Chꝛyſt Je 
fu. Many men do dedes of charite / e haue no charite a 
IJ haue ſayd. Foz to repꝛoue a ſynner foz his lynne to his 
amendyige and in couenable tyme / it is a dede of cha⸗ 
rite / but to hate the ſynner in ſtede of the lynne / it is az 
gaynſt charite / he that is veryly meke can departe that 
one from that other / and no man but he. Foz though a 
man had all moꝛall vertues of all philoſophers/he cou⸗ 
de not do this / he ſholde hate the ſynne in 1 other men 
] elf. 
| 


Plal. 


PDzima pars. Ca. Ixviij. 
for he hateth it in hymtelte / but he coude not loue p man 
in charite foz all his philoſophy. Allo yt a man had kno⸗ 
wynge ofall clergye c ot diuinite / x be not lothfaſt meke 


he ſhall lyghtly erre e tumble take p one for the other. 
But mekenes is Worthy to receyue a gyfte of god p whi⸗ 


che may not be lerned by cunnynge of man / therfore he 
that is meke can hate p lynne/ truly loue the man. But 


now perauenture p begynneſt to dꝛede for ß J haue ſayd 


that charite may not be goten by no werke that ÿ mayſt 


do / how ſhalte than do. Js to this J faye p there is no 
thynge fo hard to gete as charite / this is loth as within 
our trauayle. And on the cõtrary wyſe J faye p thereis 
no gykt ot god that may ſo lyghtly be had as charite. Foꝛ 


our loꝛd gyueth no gykt lo rely ne lo gladly ne lo cõbmun 


ly as he doth charite. How ſhalte ÿ than haue it layſt ÿ 


be meke r lowe in lpiryte æ thou Malt haue it. And what 
is lyghter to do than to be meke / ſothly nothynge. Than 


femeth itp there is nothynge ð fo lyghtly may be had as 
charite/etherfoze the nedeth to be moche adꝛad / be metze 
c haue it. This ſayd James thapoſtle (De? ſupbis rez 


iſtit: humilibus alt dat gratia) Our loꝛde agaynfan⸗ 


deth pꝛoude men / but to meke men hegyueth grace / whi 
che grace is properly his charite / for after p mealſure of 
thy mekenes fo ſhalt ÿ haue charite / yl ÿ haue mekenes 
imperkytly onely in Wyll / ⁊ not in alfeccyon / than ſhalt p 
haue imperkyte charite / this is good / fo2 it ſuffyleth to 
laluacyon as Dauid ſayth ( Imꝑkectũ meũ viderũt ocuz 


li mei) Loꝛde w thyne eyen ok mercy ß leeſt myne imper⸗ 


keccpõ. But pf ÿᷣ haue mekenes perkytly / than {halt thou 
haue perfpte charite / ⁊ that is belt / the other behoueth 
vs nedely to haue yt we wyll be ſafe / x this ſhold we des 
ſyze. Than pep alee me who is perkytly meke / ſhalt no 
moꝛe haue of me ok mekenes at this tyme but this. Be 


2 
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(Chowa man ſhall knowe how moche wꝛath ¢ enuy 
| 1 turne pet agayne to this ymage pf p wylte 


that thou feleſt not. Loke Well ⁊ beholde thylelke wylely 
| Laban fuche ſterynges of ire c enuy agaynſt thyne euen 
chꝛiſten lpꝛynge out of thyne hert / the more ſtered that p 
art by melancoly / bytter / oꝛ wycked wyll agaynſt hym / 
the moꝛe is thyne ymage inthe / foꝛ the moze ÿ grutcheſt 
by impacyence epther agaynſt god koꝛ ony tribulacion oz 
lycknes / oꝛ other bodyly dileaſe lente of god / o agaynſt 
thyne euenchꝛyſten for ought v he dothe agaynſt the / the 
leſle is p vmage of Jelu refoꝛmed in the. I faye not that 
luche grutchynges oꝛ fleſſchly angrynes is deedly ſynne⸗ 
but I lave that they let p clennes of herte ¢ peace of con⸗ 
lcypence that ÿ mayſt not haue full charite by ß whiche 
thou ſholdeſt come to lyfe cõtemplatyfe. Foꝛ p ende is the 
purpoſe ot al my fayenge/that v ſholdeſt not onely clenle 
thyne herte from deedly lynne / but allo from venyall as 
moche as 5j mayſt. And that the groũde of lynne myght 
by grace ot᷑ Jelſu Chꝛyſt ſomwhat be ſlaked in the. 
. By what tokens thou ſhalte knowe pf tho 
laouueſt thyne ennemp / æ what enſample thou 
halt take ot᷑ Chꝛyſt foꝛ to loue hym. Caley. 
| ‘A? though it be lo that ÿ feleſt none euyll agaynſt 

LA. thyne euenchꝛyſten for à tyme / pet art 5 not ſyker 
thatthe groũde ot ire is quenched in the / ne yet art p not 
loꝛdeofthe bertuc of charite. Foz ſulkre hym to touche p 
alptell by angre oꝛ a ſhꝛewde Woꝛde / c ÿ (halt fele anone 
p thyne hert be yet made holy by fulnes of charite. The 
mare ß art ſtered c euyl wylled agaynſt the perlone / the 
kerther arte ß fro charite. And yk ÿ be not Kien agaynſt 
| ij. 


‘path 


| 21.20 Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxx. 

the perſone / neyther by angry chere out warde / ne by no 
pꝛeuy hate in thy herte for to delpyle ⁊ deme hym / oz to 
fet hym at nought / but p moze ſhame oꝛ vylany he dothe 
to the in woꝛde oꝛ in dede / the moze pyte c compaſſyon P 
haſt of hym / as woldeſt haue ora man that were out of 
his mynde / ⁊ the thynketh thou canſt not fynde in thyne 
Hert to hate hym / ko loiie is fo good in hõlelfe / but pꝛaye 
foꝛ hym c helpe hym / and delyꝛynge his amendyng / not 
onely with thy mouth as ppoceptes can do / but waffec⸗ 
cvon ot loue in thyne bert / than bak thou perkyte charite 
to thyne euenchꝛyſten. This charite had fapnt Steuen 
perfytly whan he pꝛayed foz them p ſtoned hym to deth / 
this charite coũleyled Chꝛyſt to thoͤle p wold be his per⸗ 
kyte folomers whan he ſayd thus (Niligite inimicos ve 
ſtros:bñfacite his dodert vos.ac̃.) Loue pour ennempes 
and do good to them p hate you / pꝛaye foz hemp purlue 
pou, And therfoꝛe yep wylt folow Chaplt-be lyke to hym 
in this craft: lerne to loue thyne ennempes ec (yntul men 
foꝛ all thele are thyne euenchꝛiſten. Loke a bethynke the 
how Chꝛyſt ioucd Judas whiche was othe his deediy 
ennemy ca ſyntul caytyt/how godly Chꝛyſt was to hym 
how benygne/ how curteys / c how lowly to hym that he 
knewe damnable / and neuertheleſſe he chaſe hym to his 
apoſtle/⁊ lente hym to pꝛeche Wother apoſtles / he gaue 
hym power to werke myzacles / he ſhewed ỹ fame good 
chere to bf in woꝛde c in dede as he dyd to other apoſtles 

He walſhed his fete ct fedde hym w his pꝛecyous body / 

pꝛeched hym as he dyd other apoſtles/he bewzayed him 
not openly foꝛ it was pꝛeuy / ne myſlayd hp not / ne delpy⸗ 

led hym not /ne ſpake neuer euyl ot him /d yet though he 
had done he had (apd but ſothe/⁊ ouermoꝛe wha Judas 
toke hym/he kyſled hym x called hym his frende / al this 

charite ſhewed Chꝛyſt to Judas p whiche he knewe fox 
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aer Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxx. 
damnable / in no maner feynynge ne flateryng but in the 
ſothfaſtnes of good loue and clene charite / foꝛ though it 
were loth y Judas was not worthy to haue had ony gyft 
ol god oꝛ ony ſygne of loue fo2 his wyckednes/neuerthe⸗ 
0 les it was Worthy a ckylkull pour loꝛd ſhold ſhewe as he 
is/he is loue ⁊ goodnes to al his creatures as he was to 
Judas. I Cave not 5ᷣ he hym loued for his lynne / ne he lo 
ed hym not for his cholen as he loued Peter / but loued 
hym in as moche as he was his creature /⁊xſhewed hym 
| cokes of loue yk he Wold hate be amẽded therby. Folowe 
i | after ſomwhat pf ÿ mayſt for though part in a hous w 
thy body / neuertheleſle in thy herte where ſtede of loue 


ts 5 mayſt haue parte of ſuche loue to thyne euenchꝛyſtẽ 


as I ſpekeot / who fo weneth hymſelfe to be a perkyte lo 
uer æ folower of chꝛyſtes techyng in his lyuyng as lome 
mã weneth p he is / in as moche as he pꝛecheth ⁊ techeth 


Kis pooꝛeoł woꝛldly good as chꝛyſt was / can not folow 
chꝛyſt in this loue ⁊ charite to loue his euenchꝛiſten / eche 


man good ⁊ bad frendes x foos Wout keynyng / lateryng 
⁊ delpyſlyng in herte agaynſt man / angrynes / malycy⸗ 
ous repꝛouyng/ſothfaſtly he begyleth hymlelfe/ß nerer 
he weneth to be /p kerther he is. Foꝛ chꝛyſt laid tothem y 


wolde be his diſcyples thus (Bac % Joh. 
gatis inuicẽ ſicut dilexi vos) This is my byddynge p ve rh. 


ſcholde loue togyder as J haue loued pou. Foꝛ pf pe loue 
aàs J haue loued /thã are pe my diſciples. But now thou 
fayſt/how ſhalt 5 loue hym ÿ is badde as well as he is 
h | Good. As to this I ſapethus/that thou ſhalte loue bothe 


good ⁊ badde in charite / but not for the ſame caulſe as ZF 


all tell vou. Thou ſhalt loue thyne euenchꝛyſten as thy 
tele. Now thou ſhalt loue thyſelfe onely in god oꝛ elle for 


god / in god thou loueſt thylelfe whan thou art ryghtfull 
by grace and vertuous / and louck not thylelfe but onely 


for} rightwylnes t vertues 5 god gyueth p / than loueſt 
thou thylelke in god / loꝛ loueſt not thylelte but god. Al⸗ 
(o for god p loueſt thylelte / as yf ÿ were in deedly tynne 

woldeſt be made ryghttul c vertuous/than loueſt phy 
ſelfe not as 5ᷣ art /foʒ p art vnryghtfull / but as p woildeſt 
be. Byght fo ſhalte plone thyne euenchꝛyſten / yt they be 
good c᷑ ryghttul / thou ſhalt loue them by charite i god 

onely foz they be good ⁊ ryghttul / lo; tha loueſt thou god 
in them as goodnes c ryghtwylnes / moze thã yl they be 
bad in deedly ſynne /as thyne ennempes that hate the oꝛ 
other / ol the whiche ÿ hatt full euydenceỹ they are not in 
grace / vet ſhalte thou loue them /not as they are /noꝛ as 
good men c ryghtkul men / foꝛ they are badde e vnryght⸗ 
tul / but 5 ſhalt loue them foꝛ god ỹ they myght be good se 
ryahtkul / fo ſhalt ů nothynge hate in them but p thege 
that is cõtrary to ryghtwylnes / that is ſynne / this is 
ag J vnderſtãde the techyng ol ſaynt Auſtyn to departe 
the loue ot the man fro the hate of the lynne / a the loue ol 
thyne euenchꝛyſten. Be that is meke oꝛ wolde ſothfaſtly 
be meke / can loue thus his euenchzyſten / ⁊ none but he. 

¶ How a man ſhall knowe how moche coue⸗ 

| tyle is hydde in his herte. Caley. 
(Riots 833 vpthis ymage ⁊̃ loke well aboute / y 
b 1755 alte mow ſe couetyſe ⁊ loue ot erthly thynges 
occupy a greate party of this pmage/though it leme ly⸗ 
tell. Thou haſt foꝛſlaken rycheſſe moche honour of this 
Woꝛzld / art ſparde in a dongeon / but halt thou foꝛſaken 
clenly ploue of this /I hope not yet itis leſſe mayſtry to 

koꝛſake woꝛldly good / than to foꝛſake the loue of it. Per⸗ 
auenture 5ᷣ haſt not foꝛſaken thy couetyle / but thou hat 
chaũged tt fro greatethynges in to ſmall / as fro a poũde 
toa peny / and fro a ſyluer pece to a dyſſhe ot a halfpenyv. 
This is a ſymplechaunge/thou art no good marchaũt. 


~~ — 


a ee 


enh Pꝛima pars. Ca. Ixxj. 
Chele enlampies are chyidyſche / neuertheles they beto⸗ 
hen moꝛe/yt᷑ 5 truſt not meꝛzallaày thylelte/yt z haue loue 
and deipte in the hauyng a holdyng dlonp thynge that p 
hass ſuche as it is /w the whiche loue ÿ kedeſt thyne hert 
oz a tyme.Oꝛ vt haue delyꝛe to haue ſomethyngethat 
thou haſt not / W whiche delyꝛe thyne hert is trauayled a 
trouble by vnſkyltull belpneſſe that p clene delyꝛe of bers 
tue c oł god may not reſt therin / this is a token ỹ thereis 
couetyle in this vmage. And pip wylte allay better /loke 
vk on thyng that haſt be taken away fro p by mayſtry 
02 by boꝛowynge / oz other wyſe / e thou mayſt not gete it 
agapn / for that thou art diſealed/angred a troubled in 
thyne herte / bothe for p wanteſt p thynge that z woldeſt 
haue c mayſt not haue it / ⁊ alſo agaynſt hym that hath 
it thou arte ſtered to ſtryue Echyde w hym for hemyght 
reſtoze it agayne ¢ wyll not / this is a token that Piouck 
wozldiy goodes: Foz thus do woꝛldiy men / whanthep 
good q theyꝛ ryches is take fro them they are heuy / ſoꝛy 
Fangry / x ſtryue agapuſt them 5 haue it openly by Yoox, 
de ct dede / but ÿ doeſt al this in thyne hert pꝛyuely where 
god ſeeth it / ⁊ yet thou art in moze defaute thã a world 
man / loꝛ phat foꝛſakẽ in lykenes 5ᷣ ioue of woꝛldly thyn⸗ 
ges. But a woꝛldly ma hath not done loz therfore he is 
exculed though he ſtryue t purſue for his goodes by law 
full Mapes to haue them agayn. But now layſt 5 that p 
behoueth to haue thy neceſſaryes of fuchetheges as lon 
gen to the as weil as a woꝛldiy man. Igraunt well ther 
to / but > (hold not loue it foz it ſelte/ne lykynge haue in p 
holdynge e kepyng/ne ſoꝛowe ne heuynelle fele in the le⸗ 
dynge or in p withdꝛawyngeokit. Foz as laynt Gꝛegoꝛy Grego. 


layth. As moche ſoꝛowe as 5 haſt in leſpnge of a thynge 
o moche loue haddeſt pin) kepyuge/atherloꝛe yl thyne 
. „ ng eee ee kelte delyꝛe 
Sca. pec. if. 


Aug 


+ 


al- 0h Puma pars. Ca. lxxj. 
of gooſtly thynges / ⁊ had therwithall a lyght ofthe leeſt 


gooſtiy thynge that is / all the loue and the lykyng ok on v 


erthly thynge thou ſholdeſt ſet it at nought / it ſholde not 
cleue vpon the. Foꝛ to loue to haue more than d nedeth 


feylfully onelx foꝛ luſt it lykynge it is a defaute. Allo for 


to ſet thy loue vpon that thynge that p nedeth foꝛ it felfe 
it is à defaute / but not fo greate. But to haue ⁊ vſethat 
thynge ÿ the nedeth without louc ok it moze than kynde 
oꝛ nede alketh / wout whiche p thynge may not be bled? / 
it is no defaute. Sothly in this poynt as J trowe many 

that haue p ſtate tthe lykenes of pouerte are moche let⸗ 
ted ⁊ hyndꝛed fro the loue of god / J accuſe no man /ne no 
ſtate repꝛeue / foꝛ in eche eſtate ſome are good ſome are 
other. But one thynge J (aye to euery man oꝛ woman ỹ 
hath taken p ſtate of wylfull pouerte whether he be reli⸗ 
gyous oꝛ ſecular/oʒ what degre hebe in /as longe as his 
loue ⁊ his affeccyon is boũden ⁊ faſtened / and as it were 
glewed with the loue ok ony erthly thynge that he hat 
oz wolde haue / he may not haue ne fele ſothfaſtly clenne 
loue &the clere lyght of gooſtlythynges. Joꝛ ſavut Baz 


— — 


toue of god ⁊ theyꝛcuen chꝛyſtẽ / ſothly it hyndꝛeth them 
and letteth then fro p feruour orcharite / x ſto that ſpe⸗ 
cyall mede whiche they Holo haue in the blyſſe of heuen 


. for perkyte pouerte / ĩ that is a great lolle yk they myght 


fe it. oꝛ who fo myght knowe gooſtly mede how good / 
how pꝛecyous/q how worthy it is for it is euer laſtyng⸗ 
he wolde not foꝛ the loue ok all erthlp iopeoꝛ fauour ok all 


| 
| 


Ca. lxxij. 


a pars. 
ertblp thynges abe ng haueit Withoutt lynne darts 


ne leue 5ᷣ leeſt medeol v biyſſe ol heuen whiche henwahe 
haue pi that he wol. I (pebe ferther than J dd. But J 


pꝛape the do thus as A faye by the grace ot god yfthon 
mayſt/oꝛ ony other mãn who io wyll. Foꝛ p were a con⸗ 
forte to my herte that yf I may nat haute it in myteife as 


I ſaye/that I myght haue it inthwounony other crea⸗ 
ture which hach receyued moze plente of his gratethan 


J. But le now than lyth couetyle in the naked grounde 
letteth a man oz a woman ſo moche fro p; geoſtiy felynge 

ok the loue of god. How noche moꝛe chan it letteth aus 
tom bꝛeth Wordly. men c women the whiche by altheyꝛ 
wyyttes & bodyiy belynes nyght x daye ſtudy c trauayle 


how they myght gete rychelle e plente of woꝛldly good / 
they can none other delyte haue but in woꝛldly thynges 


ne they wyl l not / loz they lerche it not. I ſaye no moꝛe of 
them at this tyme / loz iu this wꝛytyuge I fpeke not to 


them. But this J laye / yt they myght le and Wolde fe 


what they do / they ſholde not do ſo. 


Chow a man (hall knowe whan he ſynneth not 
in eatynge aud dꝛynkynge / and whan be fpnneth 
venpally/and whan deediv. Ca. lxxij. 

Et mayſt ple moze in this pmage though it be 
derke / ⁊that is flelſhiy lone to thylelf / in glotony 
exceſſe ⁊ lecherꝝ / theſe flelſhly lykynges maketh 


a m̃a fui beeſtiy & ferre fro} inly ſauour ot loue otgod⸗ 


bss 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


& kro the clere lyght of gooſtly thynges.· But now ſayſt p 
that it behoueth nedeles to ete / and is no lynne / dz ynke c 


depe / æthat map 5; not do without ipkynge / therkoꝛe p 
thynketh thus. A8 tothis I lave-p vt ÿ bepe in eatynge 
din dꝛynkynge ct in other nedefull thynges of thy body 
meaſure in thy nede / athau receyue no moꝛe lykyng th 


kyndealketh zat this p dock oz gooſtly delpte whiche p 
i.ij. 


Phil. 
fil. 


Aug. 


Pꝛima pars. xxij. 
fet into Aera ſoth that p ined na 
not therin / koꝛ thã canſt ᷣ wel ete ac ſlepe . Sothly st 
boubte J am ferre frop knowlege / ferther reid .— | 
kynge. Foꝛ torte FJ haue by kynde / but to can ete J may 
not but by the grace ol god. Saynt Poule had by grace 
this cunnynge as he layd humſelte thus ( tbigs et in oĩ⸗ 
bus inſtitutꝰ ſum:ſcio fatiars et eſurire:gabñdare et pe⸗ 
nuriã pati:oĩa polſũ in ea qͥ me tõtoꝛtat) Jam enfoꝛmed 
c knowe in all thynges / for Fan hunger ⁊ J can ete/ 
can w plente & I can w pouerte / may all in hym that 

ſtrengtheth me. Saynt Auſtyn lapd to our loꝛde thus: 
Horde halk teched me I cholde take meateas a medi⸗ 
cyn. Hunger is a ſycknes ok kynde / meateis a medicon 
therto . Therkoꝛe vᷣ lykyng cõmeth wal in as moche as 
it is kyndly z nedekul / it is no ſynne / but whan it paſſeth 
in to luſt and wylfull lykyng / than it is ſynne/ z therkoꝛe 


therin lpeth all p mayſtry to tan departe wyſelx nede fra 


nuſt ⁊ wylful lykynge / they are fo knyt togyder p theone 
cometh w the other / lo p it is harde to rectyue ỹ one as — 
sede t repꝛoue p other as wyltul luſt / whiche oft cõmeth 
vnder colour ofnede. Meuertheies ſyth it is ſo p nede is p 
groũde df this/⁊pᷣ nede is no fpanefor be a mã neuer fo 
holy / hym behoueth to ete ⁊ dꝛõke ⁊ ſepe / therfoze p luſt 
the lykyng p cometh vnder the colour of this & paſſeth 
this nede is p leſſe lynne. Foꝛ a man lynneth not derdiß 
cõmunly in glotonp / but pf he be entombꝛed withother 
derdly ſynnes before done / thã may he p lyghtiper lynne 
deedly inthis. Foꝛ it is ſoth hethat choleth luſt a lykyng 
of his fleſſhe delyteth in welfare of meate oꝛ dꝛynke / as 
full reſt of his herte that he wolde neuer haue other lyke 
— blyſſe / but lyue euer in ſuche tuftes of his fleffhe 
khemyght / it is no doubte but that he ſpnneth derdix / 
anbei his ttelche moze than god. But he thatlpeth 


i Puima pars. Ca. xxiſ. 
n derdliy lynne ol anden ems en ſuche other / he is fo 
. blpaded by the deuyll / that fo2 p tyme he bath no power 
bol his free wyil / x therfore he may not well agaynſtande 
flelſhely lykynges whan they come, but falleth downe 
Wylkully to them as a beeſt dothe to a caryon. And in as 
moche as he bath no generall wyll before to god pꝛincy⸗ 
vally bycauſe p he is in deedly ſynne / therfore the luſt ol 
glotony the whiche he falleth in lyghtly is to hym deedly 
lynne / loꝛ he maketh none agaynſtãdyng general ue [pes 
cal. But another man o2 woman whiche in grace cha 
kite bath alwaye a good general Wyll to god in his ſoule 
whether he depe oꝛ wake / eate 02 dꝛynke / oz what good 
dede that he dothe / lo that it be not euyll in it ſelfe / by the 
whiche wyll a deſyze choleth god aboue al thyng/ e hath 
leuer foꝛbere all thynge of p Woꝛlde than wꝛath his god 
foʒ loue ot hym / this wyll though it be but generall / it is 
ok ſo great vertue by pᷣ grace ot our loꝛde Jelu/that yk he 
kall by fraylte in luſt q in lykynge of meate e dꝛynke /o of 
luche other licknes / epther by exceſſe of to moche eatyng 
dn to gredyly oz to luſtly ᷑ delicatly /oꝛ to ſoone in vntyme 
it laueth hym e kepeth hym fro deedly ſynne. And this 
is lothe as longe as he is incharite by other dedes/ cke⸗ 
peth his general wyll to all that he doch / namely yl he 
unowe amonge his owne wꝛetchednes kcrye after mers 
cx / be in purpofe ſpecyally to agaynſtande ſuche flelſh⸗ 
lp luſtes/foꝛ our lon is good mercyfull /e theſe benyal 
lynnes of glotony he foꝛgyueth full ſoone to a meke foule 
fos the ſtervnge c the lykynge of glotony / in as moche as 
they are hardeſt to lle /bycaule of nede ofp bodyly kynde 
aàmõge all other ſynnes are mooſt excuſable tleck perpls 
lug. And therlate p halt not ryle agaynſt the groũde of 
this lynne asp ſhalt agaynſt all ſynnes / for} groũde of 
chis ſynne is onelp nede / Whiche may not be eſcaped but 
SBaa. pfec. i.iij. 


Prima pars. Ca. lxxiij. 
vf thou wyit do Wozle / as dee that nede cas many fooles 
do) whiche ſholde dlee the theke æ ſpare true man / that 
is to laye/they ſholde fee vnltzylfull luſt and the wylkult 
lykynge / x ſpare ⁊ kepe p bodyly kynde / e they do not fo. 
But agaynſt all other ſynnes 5 {halt aryſe fo to deſtrope 
not onely deedly ſynnes and the greate venyals / but alſo 
agaynſt p grounde of them as moche as ÿ mayſt. Se by 
this ſkyll / thou mayſt not lyue without meate a dꝛynke 
but thou mapyſt lyue without lechery pf thou wylte / and 
neuer the better. And therfore thou ſhalte not fice onely 
the dede ok it whiche is deedly ſynne / but alforplfulllps 
kyngeokit in thyne herte withouten dede / whicheis ve⸗ 
npall ſynne / c ſomtyme it is deedly / but alfo thou ſhalte 
trauaple agapnit the grounde of it to deſtroye the felpng 
and the rylynge ot flelſhely ferpnges. 

(ow the groũde of lechery ſholde be deltroyed with 
gooſtly trauayle and with bodyly. Ca. lxxiij. 
‘Bi this trauayle agaynſt the grounde of lechery 
O hall be gooſtliy/as by pꝛayers ⁊᷑ gooſtiy vertues⸗ 
and not dy bodyly penatice. Foz wyte well that yr thou 
faſt ⁊ wake ⁊ ſcourge thyſelfe / do all p thou canit/thou 
chalte neuer haue p clennes æthe chaſtite wout the gykte 
of god and the grace of mebenes. Thou ſholdeſt ſooner 
ſiee thyſelfe than thou ſholdeſt fice flelſhly ſterynges and 
felynges of luſt and lechery eyther in thyne hert oꝛ in thy 
fielſhe by ony bodyly penaunce / but bythe grace or Jelu 
in a meke loule the grounde may be mochẽ topped and 
deſtroped / a the ſpꝛynge may be moche dꝛyed / and that 
is very chaſtite in body and in ſoule. Ou the ſame ma⸗ 
ner may it be ſayd of pꝛyde and of couetyle / and of uche 
other / for thou myght lyue yt thou were not pꝛoude ne 
coueptous / and therfore thou ſhalte deſtrope all the ke⸗ 
3 of er as moche as thou . Mur in . | 


11 dt: Pꝛima pars. Ca lxxiiij. 
ny thou ſhalte aryle and ſmyte awaye the vnſkyllull ſte⸗ 
rynges / and laue the grounde hole. 
¶¶ That a man ſholde be beſy to put awape all 
terynges of ſynne / but moze beſy of gooſtix 
ſynnes than ot bodyly. Ca. lxxiiij. 
Pa Hd therfore he that ryleth agaynſt the felyng ol 
I eſſhiy lykyng in meate ⁊ dꝛynke moꝛe fully and 
moꝛe ſharply than of pꝛyde oz couetyſe/whiche for they 
leme tayzer/not lyghtiy repꝛoued / oꝛ of enuy / oz of leche⸗ 
ry / N faye that he is halte blynde / loz he leeth not pet no 
gooſtiy vuclennes /as of pʒꝛyde and enuy how ſoule it is 
in goddes lyght / J hope yfa man myght ſe with his eye 
gooſtiy how foule pꝛyde tc couetyſe are tap ſyght ol god / 
and how contrary to hym / he ſholde moze lothe a ſteryng 
ok pꝛyde tthe vayne lykynge of it / x alſo he ſholde moꝛe 
aͤngre & ryle agaynſt the euyll wyll ol enuy oz ire to his 
euen chꝛyſten than many a ſterynge 02 lykynge eyther 
ok glotony oz of lechery.euertheleſſe all men wenynge 
not fo / foꝛ cõmunly men moꝛe eſchewe to fele a ſterynge 
of flelſhly ſynne / and haue fo2 it moze ſoꝛowe e heuyneſſe 
than foz p great lykynges in vayngloꝛy /oꝛ in other gooſt 
ly ſynnes. But they are not wyle / koꝛ pf they wyll vnder⸗ 
ſtande holy wꝛyte d as doctours faye therot/they ſholde 
kynde as J (ape / whiche J ne may ne wyll reherle now. 
F wyll not excuſe them that in lykynges of glotony and 
lechery that they ſynne not. Foz J wote well that all the 
(pices of them are ſynne moze oꝛ leſſe/after p meaſure of 
the luſt ot the lynne ⁊ other lykynges / with wylkull cir⸗ 
tũſtaunces. But I wolde that thou knewe and charged 
All lyke ſynnes as it is / moꝛe the moꝛe / as are gooſtliy 
ſynnes /leſſe the leſle / as are fleſſhely ſynnes. And pet 
chalte thou neuerthelelle hate and flee all / bothe bodyly 
aud gooltly vpon thy myght. Foz wyte thou well that 
i. iii. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. Ixxv. 


flellhiy betes t bnſkyltuli lykynges in meate ⁊ dꝛynke 
oꝛony lykynges that longeth to the body paſlynge reaſo⸗ 
nable nede / though they be not alwaye greate lynnes to 
hym that is in charite/neuerthelelſe to a ſoule that oefp- 
reth clennes and gooſtly felyng of god/ they are full heup 
papnfull and bytter / and greatly to be eſchewed. Foz the 
ſpiryte may not fele his kyndly ſauoure within tyll the 
flelſhe haue loſt his beeſtly fauour without. 
¶ That hunger and other bodyly paynes let⸗ 
teth moche gooſtly werkynge. Ca. Ixxv. 
Md therfore pF P wylte cõme to clennes of herte 
the behoueth to agaynſtande vnckylful ſterßges 
of fleſſchely delyꝛes / but agaynſt the grounde thou alte 
not ryle / as J haue ſayd before. Foꝛ the grounde ok it is 


nede / as kyndly hunger whiche thou (halt not delynges 


fele and tende therto in tyme / ⁊ helpe thylelfe agaynſt it 


by medicyn of meate / as thou woldeſt helpe thylelke rea⸗ 


ſonably agaynſt a bodyly ſyknes / that thou myght moze 


rely lerue god bothe bodyly and gooſtly. Foꝛ wyte thou 


well what man oz woman that {hall be occupyed gooſt⸗ 


— 


ly in thoughtes / vnckylfull payne oz hunger wylfully ta 
ken / oz bodyly lycknes in the ſtomacke / oz in the hetd /o 


in ony other partye ok the body / foꝛ defaute of good ru⸗ 


lynge of hymlelfe / by to moche faſtynge / oꝛ by ony other 


ple / hall moche lette the ſpiryte / æ moche hynder hym 
fro the knowlege and beholdyng of gooſtly thynges / but 


pk he haue the moze grace. Foʒ though it be lo that body⸗ 


ly payne / eyther of penaunce o2 of ſycknes / oz elſe body⸗ 


ly occupacyon ſomtyme letteth not the feruoure ok loue 
to god in deuocpon / but ofte encrealeth it. Neuertheleſſe 


IJ hope that it letteth the feruoure ot loue in contempla⸗ 
cpon / the whiche may not be had! ne keled ladlx / but in 


rett of body and ſoule. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxx bj. 
Cwbak remedy a man hal vle agapnttoefaute 
made in eatynge oꝛ dꝛynkynge. Ca. lxxvj. 
oe do thou ſkyltully that longeth tothe / and 


kepe thy bodyly kynde vpon reaſon / & lulkre god 


8 to ſende what he wyll/helth o2 ſycknes / take it glad 


ec grutche not agaynſt god wylfully / do pas Afaye / 
take thy meate as tt cõmeth / and oꝛdeyn for it yk nede be 


vpon realon /and take it gladly as foꝛ nede. But be well 
ware of luſt that cõmeth with nede / eſchewe to moche 


as Well as to lytell. And fo whan thou halt done / than it 
cometh to thy mynde the bytynge ok cõſcyence that thou 
haſt eaten to moche / fo than begynneſt foꝛ to tary the / 
and dꝛawe to ouercõme bytterneſſe. Lyfte vp v delpꝛe ok 


thyne herte to thy good loꝛde Jeſu / and knowe thy lelke 
for a wꝛetche and a beeſt / and ale hym foꝛgyuenes / and 
fayethat thou wylte amende it / and truſt of foꝛgyuenes 
Leue of than and tarp no lenger withall / ne ſtryue not 
moche as thou woldeſt deſtroye it vtterly. Foz it is not 


Woꝛth foꝛ to do ſo/thou ſhalte neuer bꝛynge it lo aboute / 
but redyly oꝛdeyne the to lome other occupaeyon bodyly 


oF ,gQooflp/after thou feleſt the difpofed that thou mygh⸗ 


moze profpte in other vertues / as mekenes charite 
chen Well he that hath his delyꝛe tin his tra⸗ 


uaple none other rewarde to none other thynge but to 
mekenes and charite / aye crpenge after them how he 
myght haue them / he {hall in that defpre werkynge fo- 
lowe /e after profpte and Wate in al other vertues / as in 
chaſtite / abſtynence⸗ c ſuche other / yl he haue but lptell 
rewarde in them ina pere more than he (hold withouten 
this delpre pkyte in ſeuen / yt he ſtryue with glotonp / le⸗ 
chery e luche other contynually & bete hymlelfe w (cour 
ges eche daye fro moꝛowe to euenſongetyme. 

¶ That though belp delyꝛe x trauayle foz mekenes 


eee Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxvij.et.lxx bij. 
and charite a man cõmeth looner vnto other ver tues 
than by trauaple in themſeltfe. Ca lx xvij. 


Ete to the than mekenes æ charite. And pk thou 


wylte trauaple ⁊ ſwynke belyly koʒ to haue them 
thou Malte haue ynough foz to do in getynge of them/ 
pk thou mayſt gete them / they ſhall rule the æ meaſure p 
full pꝛyuely how thou ſhalte cate / & how ÿ ſhalte dꝛynke 
and locour al thy bodyly nede/ß there ſhall no man Wyte 
it but pf thou Wylte / ⁊ that ſhall be in no perplexite/ ue in 
ire / ne in anguylſhneſle ⁊ heuyneſle / ne in luſtes / ne in ly⸗ 
zynges / but in peace of glad cõſcyence with a ladde relt⸗ 
fulnes. I (pebe farther thã I thought to haue lpoken in 


this mater / but neuerthelelle do pf ÿ mayſt as J fape-e 


N hope god. hall make all well. By this p J haue layd 
mayſt b lomdeale ſe in this ymage of ſynne how moche 
it letteth the. The goſpell fapth how Abꝛaham ſpake to 
the ryche man that was burped in hell on this wyſe. 
(Chaos magnũ inter nos et vos firmatũ eſt vt hij q vo⸗ 
lunt trãſire ad vos nõ poſſunt nec huc tralmeare) There 
is à greate caule/p is to ſape/a thycke derknes bytwene 
vs and the / that we may not cõme tothe / ne thou to vs. 
This derte ymage in thy ſoule & myne allo / map be cal: 
led a great caule / that is great derknes / loꝛ it letteth vs 
that we may not cõme to Abꝛaham whiche is Jelu/c it 
letteth hym that he wyll not cõmeto vs. AT 
¶ Of the derknes ofthe ymage of lynne / and what 
Cometh in by the wyndowes therof. Ca. lxxvlij. 
V pſte vp the lanterne and ſe in this pmagefpue 
Ad bondowes / by the whiche ſynne cometh in thy 


* 


Mf, 


greditur per feneftras noſtras) Deth cõmeth in by our 
wyndowes. Thele wyudomes grethefpue 1 
the whiche thy fonlegoth outby, Pvilter a (ebcth 15 


iad Pzꝛima pars. Ca. lxxix. 
| bete avis tedyngin erthly thynges agaynſt his owne 
kp nde / as by the epe for to ſe curyous ⁊ fapre thynges/æx 
lo ok other wyttes. By the vnckylkull vlynge ol thele 
Wyttes in to vanite wylkully / thy ſoule is moche letted 
kro gooſtly wyttes within / and therfore the behoueth to 
ſtoppetheſe wyndowes oꝛ ſparre them / but onelp wham 
| ligne aſketh fo to open them. 

¶ That the loule for defaute of knowynge oft 
felfe goth out by the fpue wyndowes fo2 to feke 
Ad that were lytel mayſtry to the yl 7 myghteſt 
ones fe thy loule by clere vnderſtandynge what 
dran how fayze it is in his owne kynde. Ne it were 
btkhat it is fo ouerlayde with a blacke mantel of this foule 
| pmage/ but fo2 thou knoweſt it not / therfoze thou leueſt 
the inly ſyght of thylelte e ſekeſt thy meet forth without 
Asa beeſt vnreaſonable. Thus ſayth our loꝛde / menaſ⸗ 
ſyuge to a cholen foule in holy wꝛyte ( Si ignoꝛas te o Cant.j. 
pulchꝛa inter mulieres:egredere ⁊ abi pot veſtigia gre⸗ 
gum ſodalium tuoꝛũ et paſce hedos tuos) Thou fayꝛe 
aàmonge women yk thou knowe not thy leite / go out and 
Walke after } ſteppes ot the flocke thy felowes and fede 
thegotes / and it is thus moche foꝛ to ſape. Thou ſoule 
kapꝛe by kynde made to the lykenes of god fraple as a 
woman in the body foꝛ the fyꝛſt ſynne bycaule that thou 
no weſt not thy lelfe / that aungelles fode ſholde be thy 
delytes therin. Cherfoze thou goeſt out by thy bodyly 
wyttes and lekeſt thy meate and thy lykynges as a beeſt 
okthe locke / that is as one repꝛeued / and therwith thou 
kedeſt thy thoughtes and thyne alfeccyons whiche are 
vnclene as gotes. It is a ſhame to the foꝛ to do lo. 
¶ That a ſoule ſholde not bene one boat yyout 
within ol Jelu that it n Ca. xxx. 


am turne home agayne in thyſelfe and 
, holde the within / and begge no moze withouten 
uameiy ſwynes meate. For yt 5 Wylte nedes bea begger 
aſtze and craue within of thy logde Jelu / for he is ryche 
vnough / gladlyer wyll gyue the than thou wylte aſbe. 

And renne no moze out as a beeſt of the focke / that is a 
woꝛlolp man oz woman that hath no moze delyte but in 

his bodyly wyttes. And yt ÿ do thus thy loꝛd Jelſu wyll 
gyuethe all that the nedeth / for he may lede the in to his 

Wyne celler/æ make the foz to allay ot his wyne whiche 

the lpketh belt / lo he bath many tounes. Thus a cholen 

Cant. foule ioyenge in holy wꝛyte ſayth of our loꝛde ( Intro⸗ 
ij. duxit me rex in cellã vinariam) A kynge ladde me mm tos 
Wyne celler / x that is for to ſaye /in as moche as I foꝛſa⸗ 

ke the dꝛonkennes of flelſhely luſtes € woꝛldly ly yuges 
whiche are bytter as woꝛmewode / fo2 thy / the kynge ol 

blyſſe loꝛde Jeſu ledde me in / that is to ſape / fyʒſt in to 

my ſelte foʒ to beholde ⁊ knowe my ſelte / € after he ledde 

me in to his celler / that is to ſaye/aboue mylelfe byouer 
pallpnge onely in to hy / x gaue me to affay of his wyne / 

that is to taſte a ſykernes of gooſtiy ſwetnes ¢ heuenly 

ioye. Theſe are not d woꝛdes of me a wꝛetched captyfe 
lyuynge in (pune but they are the woꝛdes of the ſpouſe 

ol our loʒde in holy wzyte / z thele woꝛzdes J laye to the 

that thou myght dꝛawe in thy ſoule from without / and 

folowe after as thou maptt. | stor 

¶ That p holeofp pmaginacyon nedeth to be ſtopped 

às well as the wyndowes of p wyttes. Ca. xxx. 

Ut now layſt thou that thou doeſt ſo / thou feck no 
Woꝛldly thẽges /ne heareſt none ne haſt none bſe 

of thy bodyly wyttes moꝛe than nedealketh / & foꝛ that 

thou art enclofed. As to this I ſaye.ꝓt thou do thus as 

J hope thou doeſt / than hat} ſtopped a great wyndowe 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxxij. 
‘ofthis vnnge but pet arte thou not ſure / ford haſt not 
ſtopped the pꝛeuy holes of p vmagynynge in thyne hert. 
Jo yt thou le me not with thy bodyly eye / thou mayſt fe 
me in thy foule by ymagynacyon / & fo mapſt thou do of 
all bodyly thynges. Than yf thy loule be kedde wylkully 
by ymagpnacpons of vanytees of p woꝛlde / deſyꝛynge 
ol woꝛldly thynges for a wylkull cofogtes eale/ſothly vt 
thy ſoule be within as for the bodyly wyttes / it is neuer⸗ 
theles ful ferre without by ſuche vayne pmaginacpons 
But now alkeſt y whether it be ony greate lynne a ſoule 
to occupy hym in ſuche vanytees / eyther in wyttes oꝛ in 
| vymagynynge. As to this Ffapethat ZF Wold that thou 
woldeſt neuer aſke manthis queſtyon. Foz he that wyll 
ſothfaſtly loue god he alketh not cõmunly whether this 
is greater ſynne oꝛ this. Foꝛ bp ſhall thynke what thyn⸗ 
ge letteth hym kro the loueol god is greate lynne /e hym 
{hall thynke nothynge ſynne but that thynge whiche is 
not good / and letteth hym from the loue ok god / what is 
ynne but a wantyng oꝛ a foꝛberyng ot good / J ſaye not 
that it ſhal be payntull to hym as a deedly lynne oꝛ a ve⸗ 
npall ſholde be/noꝛ I faye not but that he znoweth derd⸗ 
* from venpall / and moꝛe fleeth it. 
whan the ble of the Wyttes be deedly ſynne 
And whan venpall. Ca. lxxxii. 


l Ce kertiug ——— 1 — — 
om Aman made a greate ſouper called many therto 


Wiad. Prima pars. Ca. Ixxxij. 
and fent his ſeruaunt at touper tyme after them p were 


pꝛayed. Che kyꝛſt exculed hym ⁊ layd on this wyle/ß he 


myght not cõme / loꝛ he had bought a towne. That other 
allo exculed him p he might not come / loz he had bought 
fyue yokes. ok oxen & pede toꝛ to aſſape diem. Theihpꝛde 
for he had wedded a wyfe. J leuc fo2 to ſpcke ofthe tyꝛſt 
and of the laſt/c I ſhall tell the of d myddelmeſt / or hym 
that bought the oxen / foz he is to this purpoſe. yue pos 


kes ok oven betoken the fpue wyttes Whiche are beeltlyß 


as an oxe. Now this man that was calicd to the iouper 


Was not repꝛeued for he bought thele oxen / but foꝛ that 


he wente to aſſaye them / fo he wolde not cõme. Byght 


lo ſape Ito the /ſoꝛ to haue thy wyttes and vle them in 
nede / it is no lynne / but pf ÿ go wylfully to aſſaye them 
by bape delyte in creatures /thã it is lynne. Foz yt thou 
chofe that delyte as foꝛ a fynali reſt ofthy ſoule/and as a 
full lykynge / that thou kepeſt to haue none other blyſle 
but luche maner woꝛldly bantte-than it is decdly ſynne 
foꝛ P choleſt it as thy god / fo ſhalte ỹ be put fro the ſou⸗ 
per. Foʒ ſaynt Poule forbade vs that we ſhold not allay: 
our wyttes lo / whan he ſaydthus ( Noſt cocupiſcentias 


tuas 00 eas) Chou {halt uot go after thy luſtes/ne wyls 
fully aſſay thy lykynges. Aman oꝛa woman that is en 


combꝛed With deedly ſynne / ſhall not well eſcape deedly 
lynne in this / though he ſe it not / but J hope it toucheth 
not the / ncuertheles yt ÿ by fraylte delyte in thy wyttes 
⁊ ſuche vanite / but in that ÿ kepeſt p in charite in other 


tlydes / ⁊ thou cholſeſt not chis delpte fora full reſt of th s 
loule / but thou ſetteſt aye god beſoꝛe al chynge in thy de⸗ 
lyze/this lynne is venyall after the circũſtaunce moꝛeos 
leſſe /ne ÿ ſhalt not for theſe venyall ſynnes be put trotht 
louper in the blyſle ol heuen / but thou ſhalte wante the 
taſtynge ⁊the aſlayenge ol that delycate ſouper lyupnge 


inal eRe Met! bet Om OP ee ames ee b 


e Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxxiij. 
in erthe / but yfthou be bely with all thy myghtes foꝛ to 
gaynſtande fuche venyall lynnes. Foz though it be ſo 
that venpall ſynnes bꝛeke not charite / lothly they let the 
feruour and the gooſtly felynge ok charite. 
¶ Howa gooſtiy man oꝛ woman ſhall behaue 
them to them that cõme to them. Ca. lxxxiij. 
Ut now ſayſt thou that thou mayſt not kepe p fro 
2 hearynge of vanytees / foꝛ dyuerſe meu woꝛldly c 
other come ofte foꝛ to ſpeke with the /and to tell the tales 
ok vanite. As to this I faye thus /that cõmyng w thyne 
euenchꝛyſten is not moche agaynſt the / but helpeth the 
ſomtyme yt ÿ werke wyſely. Ford mayſt aſſaye therby 
the mealure of thy charite to thyne euenchzyſten / Whe⸗ 
ther it be moche oꝛ lytell. Thou art bounde as echeman 
and woman is to loue thyne euenchꝛyſten principally in 
thyne bert æ alſo in dede / to ſhewe them tokens of charite 
ds realon atketh after thy myght x alter thy knowynge 
Now ſythen it is ſo that thou oughteſt not to go out ot 
| thy hous fo. to (eke occaſion how thou myghteſt profpte 
thyne euenchꝛyſten by dedes of mercy, bycaule thou art 
encloſed /neuertheleſſe thou art boñde to loue them all in 
thyne hert / ⁊ to them that cõme to the to ſhewe them to⸗ 
kes ok loue ſothfaſtly/⁊ therkoꝛe who fo wyll ſpeke with 
the what that he be / oz in what degre that hebe / æ thou 
knowe not what he is /ne why he cõmeth / be loone redy 
| with a good wyll to wyte what his wyll is. Be not dav 
gerous / ne lure hym not longe to abyde p / but loke how 
redy x how glad thou woldeſt be pf an aungell ok heuen 
wolde come fo and ſpeke with the / ſo redy ⁊ ſo buxom be 
| thou in wyll for to ſpeke with thyne euenchziſten whan 
| Hecdmeth to the / loꝛ thou woteſt not what he is / ne why 
hecõmeth / ne what nede he hath of the /oꝛ Pof hym/tyll 
thou haue aſſayed/⁊ though thou be in prayer oꝛ in dens 


Pꝛima pars. Ca.lxxxiij. 
3 the thynketh fothiesoteeke of/for pᷣ thynketh ỹ 
ſholdeſt not leue god foꝛno mannes ſpeche / me thynketh 
not lo in this cate. Foz yt P be wyle ỹ ſhalte not itur god 
but p Halt tynde hym ⁊ haue hym e ſe hym in thyne cus 
en) of A chzyſten as well as in prayer. But on an other maner p 
ſhalte haue hym than in prayer: pf thou cauſt well loue 
thyne euen chꝛyſten / it ſholde not hynder p to (prke with 
them dilcretly. Diſcrecyon ſhalte z haue on this maner 
as me thynketh / who fo cõmeth to pᷣ/altze ol hym meke⸗ 
ly what he wyll. And yl he cõme to tell his dilcale c tobe 
cõfozted of thy ſpeche / heare hym gladly / lulfre hym to 
faye what he wyll for eaſe of his owne herte /a han he 
hath done / tõloꝛte bpm yk thou can gladly / goodly a cha⸗ 
rytably / ſoone bꝛeke of. And than alter ð yfhe wyn fall 
in to pole tales oꝛ vanptees of d woꝛʒld/oꝛof other moͤnes 
dedes / anlwere hym but lytell / ne kede not his ſpeche / 
he ſhall ſoone be wery / x ſoone take his leue. pf it be an 
other man that cometh to teche the / as a man of holy 
chyꝛche / heare hym lowly with reuerence for his ores / 
and pk his lpeche cõfoꝛte the alkeol hym / make the not 
for to teche hym /it falleth not to the ſoꝛ to teche a pꝛeeſt 
but in nede. pk his ſpeche cõfoꝛte the not / anl were lytell 
c he wyll ſoone take his leue. y it be an other man that 
cometh to gyue the his almes /oꝛ elſe to heare the ſpeke / 
oz to be taught of the / ſpeke goodly e mekely to them all/ 
repꝛeue no man ot his defautes/it kalleth not to the / but 
yk he be p moze homely with the that z woteſt well that 
he wyll take it of the. And ſhoztly to laye as pronceyuct 
that ſholde pꝛofyte thyne euen chꝛyſten / namely gooſtly 
mayſt thou faye yt thou can e he wyll take it. And ol all 
other thynges kepe ſeylence as moche as thou ma val 
thou ſhalt in ſhoꝛte tyme haue but lytell pꝛees that Gy alt 
let the. Thus me thynketh / do better yk thou tan. 


Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxx v. 
¶ Okthe dartze page ot ſynne / and ok the 
dlothynge therof, Cd. lxxxiiij. 
pp this that J haue ſayd mapſt thou le a lytell the 
O darknes of this vmage of ſynne / not foꝛ J haue 
delcrpued it fully to the as it is/fſoꝛ I can not. Neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe by this lytell p mayſt fe moze pt thou lobe Well. But 
now fapit thou / wherby woteſt thou that I bere ſuche 
an ymage aboute with me as 5 ſpekeſt of. Is to this F 
can anſwere / map take vpon me a woꝛde ſayd bp the 
pꝛophete / it is this ( Inueni idolum michi) That is to Dice 
ſaye / haue founde a talſe ymage that men call a maw⸗ xii. 
met in my felfe wel foule diffpgured aud foꝛſhapen with 
wꝛetchednes of all theſe ſynnes whiche J haue ſpoken 
ot / by the whiche J am caſt downe in many fleſſhely ly⸗ 
kynges and woꝛldly vanytees fro clennes of herte and 
felynge ol gooſtly vertues moꝛe than J can oz may faye 
and that me repenteth / and Jcrye god mercy. By this 
) Do2etchednes that F fele in my felfe more than J haue 
layd / may F the better tell ö of thyne pmage. Foz all we 
) comeof Adam & Eue / clothed with clothes of a beeſtes 
hyde / as holy wꝛyte layth of our loꝛde thus ( Fecit deus G eñ. 
Ade et Droz eius tunicas pelliceas) Our loꝛde made to ij. 
Mam € to his wyfe clothes of a beeſtes hyde / in token 
that foꝛ his (pune he was foꝛſhapen lyke to a beeſt / with 
whiche beeſtly clothes we al be boꝛne and lapped in / and 
dillygured kro our kyndiy chape. N 
¶ whiche be p lẽmes ot p ymageof nne. Caleb. . ee 5-4 
4 25 Han is this an vgly vmage foꝛ to loke vpon / the 
Abeedis pirde / foz pꝛydeis the fyꝛſt € pꝛyncypall 
ſynne / as the wyle man ſayth ( Initium ois peccatt ſup⸗ Eccł. x. 
big) The begynnynge of al maner of lynne is pꝛyde/the 
bactze eche hynder parte ok it is couetyle / as ſaynt ous 
| Up ſapth (Que “i Cunt obliuiſcens in * me ex⸗Phik.;. 
cd. ꝑtec. Je 


— — 


| Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxx b. 
tendo) J chall forgete all woꝛldly thynges p whiche are 
backwarde / and J (hall ſtretche me koꝛwarde to endles 
thynges. The bꝛeſt in the whiche is the herte is enuy / 
foz it is no fleſſhely lynue / but it is a deuylles ſynne / ag 

Sap. the wyle man layth (Inuidia diaboli moꝛs intrauit in 

ij.  opbé terrarũ. Imitantur illũ oẽs qui ex parte eius ſunt) 

By enup of the deuyll deth cometh in to all the woꝛlde. 

Foz all thole pᷣ are ot his partye folowe hym therin. The 

armes of it are wꝛathe / in as moche as a man wꝛeketh 

hym of his wꝛathe by his armes agaynſt Chꝛyſtes byd⸗ 

Math. dynge in the golpel ( Si quis te pcullerit ſuꝑ vnã maxil⸗ 
xv. lam pꝛebe libi alterã) pfa man ſmte the vpon that one 

cheke With his hande / thou ſhalt not Iſmyte hym agayne 

but offre hym that other cheke. The bely of this mage 

j. Coʒi. is glotony as Capnt Poule ſayth (Eſca ventri et venter 
vj. elcis:deus hũc et has deſtruet) Meate feructh top bely / 

and the bely lerueth to gete meate / but god (hall deſtroye 

bothe bely c meate. That ſhall be at theilaſt ende in the 

full refoꝛmynge of his chofen and in demynge of repꝛo⸗ 

ued. The membꝛes of it are lechery / o the whiche ſaynt 

Poule fapth thus ($26 exhibeatis membꝛa veſtra arma 
iniquitatis ad peccatũ) pe (hall not gpue pour membres 
{pecpallp pour pꝛeuy membzes fo2 to be armes of ſynne. 

The fete ot this ymage is ſlouth / therfoꝛe the ple man 

ꝓuer. ſayth to the ſlowe foꝛ to tere hym to good werkes) Dil⸗ 
bj. curre keſtina ſuſcita amicũ tuum That is to ſaye/cenne 

quyckly aboute vnto good werkes and haſte the ſoone / 

foz the tyme paffeth / and reple vp thy frende whiche is 

leſu by deuout prayer and meditacyon. Bere halk thou 

erde the membres of this ymage. | ae 

wherok the pmageof Jelu is made / and wherok 

the ymage of ſynne / and how we be paſlyng forth | 

inthe pmage of tynne. Ca. lxxxii·•C 


„„ iima pars. Ca. lxxxvi. et. lxxxbij. 
Naa is not ỹ vmage ol Felt / it is ipber an ymage 

ok the deuyll / loꝛ p vmage ol Jelu is madeot bers 

tues with mekenes e perkyte loue c charite / but this is 

ol falle fleſſhely loue to thy Celfe with all theſe membꝛes 

kfaſtened therto. This pmage bereft p euery man what 

that he be / tyll by grace of Jelu it be ſomdeale deſtroyed 

nd broken downe. Thus it ſlemeth that Dauyd ſayth 

in the plalter boke (Merũtamen in imagine ptranſit ho⸗ spay, 

mo: led in fruſtra conturbatur ) This is to ſaye/though vii. 

it be ſo that a man were made in the begynnynge to the 

vmage of god fable and ſtedfaſt/ neuertheles bycauſe of 

| (pane he paſſeth farre lyuynge in this woꝛlde in this 

pymage ot ſynne / by the whiche he is vnſtable and trou⸗ 

bled in dayne. Allo ſaynt Poule ſpeketh of this vmage 

thus (Sicut poztauimus imaginẽ terreni hominis: ttc 

| portemus imaginẽ celeſtis) Chat is to ſape/yt we Wyll 

cõme to the loue ot god / as we haue here before boꝛne the 

ymage ok the fyꝛſt erthly man Adam / that is the pmage 

ol ſynne. Nyght fo now let vs bere the vmage of ß heuen⸗ 

I man Jeu whiche is the ymage of vertues. 

Dow we ſholde crucylye this pmage of lynne /d 

quycken the pinage of Jeſu. Ca. lxxx vii. 

a Hat ſhalte thou than do with this pmage. ZF ans 

lwere the by a woꝛde p the iewes ſayd to Pylate 

| of Chꝛyſt (Cructfige eum) Take p this body of Joh. 

(pune edo hym on the crofic/this is to laye/bꝛeke downe ry. 

this pmage and lee the falle loue ot ſyune in thylelfe / as 

Chꝛyſtes body was dayne foz our ſynne our treſpace. 

| Byght lo p behoueth yl ỹ wylte be lyke to Chꝛyſt ſlee thy 

bod yly lykynge ¢ flelſhly luſtes in thy ſelfe. Thus fapth 

laput Poule (Qui aũt chꝛiſti ſunt carnẽ ſuã crucifixerũt Ga 

e vitiig et cõcupiſcentiis) Thee that are Chꝛyſtes fo- v. 

| lowers hath crucytyed and ſlayne theyꝛ tlelche / that is 

| offs 


° 
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wae Pꝛima pars. Ca. lxxxviij. 
the ymage of ſynne with all p luſtes & the vnckylfull ly⸗ 
kynges of it. Slee than bꝛeke downe pꝛyde/ and ſet vp 
mekenes. Alo breke downe ire enuy / reyſe vp loue ⁊ 
charite to thyne euen chꝛyſtẽ. Allo in ſtede of couetyle / po 
uerte in ſpiryte. In ſtede of Mouth / feruour in deuocyon / 
with glad redynelſe to all good dedes. Ind in the ſtede ok 
glotony æ lechery /ſoberte ¢ chaſtite in body and in ſoule. 
This cõlydered laynt Poule whan he ſayd thus ( Depo 
nentes veterẽ hominẽ cit ſuis actibus qͥ coꝛrũpitur font 
delideria erroꝛis:et induite nouñ hoĩem qui ſcdm deum 
creatus eft in ſanctitate et iuſticia) pe ſhall put downeß 
olde man p is the ymage ol ſynne of the olde Adam with 
all his membzes / for he is rotten in delyꝛes of erroure/ - 
pe ſhall ſhape you ⁊ clothe pou in a newe man / whiche is 
the ymage of god by holynes e rightwylnes ¢ fulbede ok 
vertues. Who ſhall helpe p to bꝛeke Downe this pmage. 
Sothly thy lorde Jelu / in the vertue tin p name of hym 
ſhalte thou bzeake downe this mawmet of lynne / pꝛaye 
hym belyly and delyze / and he ſhall helpe the. 
¶ What pꝛofyte cometh of kepyng of the hert /e how 
moche the foule is / what it loueth. Ca. lxxx viij. 
0 Ather than thyne hert togyder a do after the coun 
fepleof p wyſe man whan he layth thus (Omni 
cuſtodia ſerua cor tuũ:qm̃ ex ipſo vita pꝛocedit) With all 
thy belpnes kepe thyne herte / fo2 out of it cometh lyke / 
that is ſoth Doha it is Well kepte. Foꝛthan wyle though 
tes / clene affeccyons/⁊ bꝛennynges delyzes of vertues d 
ok charite cof pᷣ blyſſe of heuen cõmen out of it / and ma⸗ 
Beth the ſoule to lyue a bleſſed lyfe. Bifo on the contrarx 
Wyle pkit be not kepte / than as our lozde ſayth in p gol⸗ 
pell ¶ De coꝛde exiuit cogitationes male que coinquinant 
hominem) Euyll thoughtes ¢ vnclene atteccyons come 
dut of p herte / Whiche defoule man as our loꝛde layth. 


i Pꝛina pars. Ca. lxxxix. 
They eyther benym the lyke of the loule by deedly lynne 
oz elle they keble the ſoule and make it ſycke / yl they be 
venpall. Foz what is a man but his thoughtes and his 
loues/thele make a man onely good 02 badde. As moche 
as thou loueſt god and thyne euen chꝛyſten and knoweſt 
hym / fo moche is thy ſoule / and yl thou lytell loue hym / 
Iptell is thy ſoule / & pf thou nought loue hym /nought is 
thy loule / it is nought as foz good / but it is moche as foꝛ 
lynne / & yk that thou wylte wyte what thou loueſt / loke 
where vpon thou thynkelt / ko where the loue is/there 
is the eye / and where the lyking is there is mooſt thyne 
herte thynkynge. pf thou loue moche god the lyketh to 
thynke vpon hym moche / and yl thou loue lytell/ than lj 
tell thou thynkeſt vpon hym. Rule well thy thoughtes E 
thyne alteccyons / and than arte thou vertuous ame 
¶ How the ymage of ſynne ſhall be Na 
bꝛoken downe. Ca. lxxxic. 
Biz than on and bꝛeke this pmage whan thou 
haſt inwardly bethought the of thy felfe eof thy 
wꝛetchednes as J haue ſayd / how pꝛoude / how vayne / 
and how enuyous / how melancolpous / how coueytous / 
how lelſhly / and how full of coꝛrupcyon. Allo how lytell “I 
knowynge / kelynge / oꝛ fauoure p halt of god tof gooſtly i 
thynges. how wyle / how quycke / how mochefauour — 4 
thou batt in erthly thynges. And ſhoꝛtly p the thynketh | 
allo full ot ſynne as p hyde is full ol flelſhe. Be thou not om é ) 


to moche adzad though thou thynke fo of thy felfe. And 1 
whan thou haſt done thus lyft vp than the delyꝛe of thy 5 
herte to thy loꝛde Jelu / and pꝛaye hym of heipe / crye to 
pm by great delpꝛes x ſyghynges that he wyll heipe ỹ 
to bere this great burthen or this mage / o elle that he 
Lopll bꝛeke it/thynke allo ſuche a ſhame it is foꝛ the to be 
kedde with lwynes meate of n 
ttf, 


1 20 Pꝛima pars. Cd. lxxxx. 
fele à gooſtly ſauoure of heuenly tope. pf thou do thus 
than begynneſt thou to aryſe agaynſt the hole grounde 
of lynne in the as J haue layd / it may fo be that thou 
ſhalte fele payne and ſoꝛowe. Foz thou ſhalt vnderſtande 
that there may no ſoule lyue wout greate payne / but yl 
he haue reſt o2 delyte eyther in his creatour oz in a crea⸗ 
ture. Than whan thou ryſeſt agaynſt thy ſelfe by a fer⸗ 


uent delyze for to fele ot thy loꝛde Jeſu / and foz to dʒꝛawe 
out thy loue fro all bodyly thynges / r fro reſt in thy bo⸗ 
dyly kelynge / in fo moche that thou art encombzed of thy 


ſelte / and the thynketh that all creatures ryſe agaynſt ỹ 
and all thynges that thou haddeſt delyte in betoze/tur⸗ 
neth v to payne. And whan thou foꝛſakeſt thus thyſelfe 
and thou mayſt not lyghtiy fynde con fozte in god / nedes 


thy foule (hall luffre payne. Heuertheles J hope hola 


woldꝛ ſutfre this payne a whyle ſtedfaſtly cleuyng vpon 
that delyze and naked mynde ol Jeſu Chꝛyſt / and vpon 


delpre that he wolde not haue but his loꝛde / and fall not 


lyghtly therfro / ne ſeke no confozte out warde foz a tyme 
koꝛ it laſteth not longe. Our lozde is nygh and ſoone Halk 
eaſe the herte / for he wyll heipe to beare thy body full ot 
cozrupcpon / he wyll with his mercyfull myght ol gra 
cpous prefence bꝛeake downe this falſe ymage ot loue in 


thylelke / not all at ones / but lytell and lytell / tyll thou be 


ſomdeale refourined to his lpkenes. 
Gow a man ſhall behaue hym agaynſt the ſte⸗ 
rynge of pꝛyde t all other vyces. Ca .lxxxx. 
A Fter luche a hole ryſyng agaynſt thyſelfe whan 
it is paſſed thou (yale moze ſoberly c more taſely 
rule thyſelfe / e the moze ſadly foꝛ to kepe thy thoughtes 
and thyne affeccions foꝛ to knowe them whether they be 


good 0; badde. And than pf that thou feale a ſterynge ot 


pꝛyde in ony maner of (peche of it / be ſoone well ware yr 


. | Pꝛima pars. Ca.lxxxx. 
that thou mapſt/x ſuffre it not to eſcape lyghtly awaye⸗ 
but take it in mynde x rent it/bꝛeke it ⁊ delpyle it / do all 
the ſhameß thou mayſt therto / lobe thou (pare it not /ne 
bpleue it not ſpeke he neuer fo fayꝛe / foꝛ it is falſe though 
it leme ſoth / as the pꝛophete layth (opule meus qui te Elaie 
beatũ dicũt:ipſi te decipiunt et in erroʒẽ mittũt) That is iij. 
to ape /thou man of my people /they that laye thou arte 
bleſſed ⁊ holy / they begyle bꝛynge the in to errour. And 
pyk thou do thus often beſyly / thou ſhaltecby the grace ot 
Jeſu) within ſhoꝛte tyme ſtoppe moche of the lpꝛynge of 
pꝛʒyde / moche abate p vayne delyte therot / that ſhalte 
vnnethes fele it. And whan ÿ feleſt it / it ſhall be fo weyke 
) ag it were halfe dede / that it ſhall not moche greue the /r 
than ſhalte thou haue a gooſtly ſyght of mekenes / how 
good t how fayꝛe it is / thou ſhalte deſyꝛe it loue it for 
the goodnes of it ſelfe / that the ſhall lyke for to beholde 
às thou arte /⁊ yt nede be fo2 to ſuffre gladly deſpyte and 
| veprefe loꝛ the loue ot ryvghtwylnes. Upon 5 felfe maner 
) whan thou feleſt ſterynges of ire cot melancoly rylynge 
ok herte /oꝛ ony other euyll wyll agaynſt thyne euen chꝛi⸗ 
ten foxonp maner of caule / though it feme reaſonable ⁊ 
koꝛ charite / beware of it / and be redy w thy thought to res 
krapne it that it turne not in to ſieſſhly appetyte / agayn⸗ 
ſtande it ¢ folowe it neyther in woꝛde ne in dede as moche 
d 5̊ mapſt/but as he ryleth lmyte hym downe agape 
lo ſhalt 5ᷣ ee it w the twerde of dꝛede of god /p it hall not 
greue the. Foꝛ wyte ÿ well in all thele ſterpnges of pꝛyde 
vayngloꝛy/enuy/oꝛ ony other /p as ſoone as ᷣ perceyueſt 
it / & with dilplealaunce of thy wyll tof thy reaſon thou 
| AGapnlkade it /thou ficek it / though it be fo ß it cleue ſtyll 
| pon thy herte agaynſt thy Wyll t wyll not lyghtly pave 
aàwape / dꝛede it not / fog it letteth thy loule fro peace / but 
it deloulech not thy ſoule. Nyght fo bpon the lame wyle 


ſhalt do agaynſt all euyll ſterynges of couetyſe /ſouth⸗ 
glotony / oz lecherp / that thou be alwaye redy with thy 
realſon thy Wyll foz to repꝛoue them ⁊ deſpyſe them. 
¶ what thynge helpeth mooſt a mannes knowynge 
and geteth to hym that he lacketh / and mooſt de⸗ 
ſtropeth ſynne in hym. Ca. lxxxxj. 
d dthat mapſt ÿ do the better ⁊ the moꝛe redyly 
{ yl thou be bely foꝛ to (et thyne herte mooſt vpon 
one thynge / and that thynge is nought elle but a gooſtly 
delyze to god to pleafe hym /to loue hym /to knowe hym / 
to ſe hym / ⁊ to haue hym by grace here in a lytell felynge 
and inthe blylleol heuen in a full beynge. This delyꝛe yl 
thou kept it / ſhall well tel the whiche ts ſynne e whiche 
is not / ⁊ whiche is good ⁊ whiche is better. And pt thou 
wWuyrlte faſten thy thought therto / it (hall teche the al that 
the nedeth / and it hall gete the al that the wanteth . And 
therkoꝛe whan pb ſhalt ryle agaynſt the grounde ot ſynne 
in generall /oꝛ elle in ony ſpecyall ſynne hange faſt vpon 
this delpyꝛe / r let poynt of thy thought moꝛe vpon god 
whome thou delyꝛeſt than vpon the tynne whiche thou 
repꝛeueſt. Foz yf thou do ſo/than fyghteth god for there 
he (hall deſtroye lynne inthe / ỹ ſhalt moche ſooner come 
to thy purpole ytÿ do lo /than pf P leue thy meke delyꝛe 
to god pꝛyncypally / & wyll fet thy hert onely agaynſt the 
ſterynge ol ſynne / as though thou woldeſt deſtroye it by 
mayſtry of thyſelfe/ỹ ſhalte neuer fo bꝛynge it aboute. 
>) Bow man ſhall be ſhapen tothe vmageof 
Jeu / and Jeſu ſhapen in hym. Ca. lxxxxi. 
Db as N haue ſayd æ better yt thou mayſt / and 
J phopebythe graceof Jeſu thou ſhalte make the 
deupll achamed / x ali fuche wycked ſterynges thou ſhalt 
bzete away / that they ſhall not mochegreue the / e vpon 
this maner wyle may p ymage ot ſynne be bꝛokẽ downe 


n Pzima pars. Ca. Ixxxxij. 
inthe e deſtroyed / by the whiche thou art foꝛſhapen fro . 
the hyndiy ſhappe of Chꝛyſtes pmage. And thou Halt be 
ſhapen agayne to the pmage of Jelu man by mekenes = 
charite / and than ſhalte thou be full ſhapen to the elfe 
pvmage ot god here lyuynge by a ſhadowe in contempta- 
cyon / in the blyſſe of heuch in full ſothtaſtnes. Ok this 
ſhapynge to the lykenes of Chꝛyſt ſpeketh ſaynt Poule 
thus (Filioli quos iterũ parturio donec chriftus foꝛmet᷑ Gala. 
in vobis) My dere chyldꝛen whiche J bere as a woman iiij. 
bereth her chylde vnto Chꝛyſt be agayne ſhapen in vou. 
Thou halt conceyued Chꝛyſt by trouth / e he bath lyle in 

the / in as moche as thou haſt a good wyll & a Delpze foʒ 

to lerue hym ⁊᷑ pleale hym / but he is not pet full ſhapen 

in the / ne thou in bpm by fulnes of charite / and therfoze 
ſaynt Poule bare the and me ¢ other allo with trauaple 

as a woman bereth a chylde / vnto the tyme that Chꝛyſt 


| to laye/not by fulhede of vertues He cometh not 
bp ß doꝛe /e therfoꝛe as athefe he ſhall be caſt out. A faye 
not but that a man may by p gylte of god haue by tymeg 
d taſtynge c a glemeryng of lpte cõtemplatyle in the be⸗ 
gyvnnynge. But the ladde kelynge of it ſhall he not haue / 
koꝛ Chꝛyſt is the doze / c he is poꝛter / without his leue 
and his lyuerey may there no man come in / as he ſayth 
yhymſelfe (Memo venit ad patrẽ niſi per me) There com Joh. 
meth no man to the father but by me / that is to ſaye / no ilij. 
man may cõme to contentplacponof the godhede / but he 
be kyꝛſt refourmed by fulnes of mekenes and charite to 
the lykenes of Jelſu in his manhode. | 

| Sca.ptec. : 1. . 


rg a Pꝛima pars. Ca. xxxxiij. 
The cauſe why this boke was made. Ind 
how ſhe ſholde behaue her in the redyng ther 

ok that it was made to. Ca. lxxxxiii. 
O Jhaue tolde the a lytell as me thynketh fyꝛſt 
„Lofcontemplatyfe lyfe what it is/and ſythen ol ß a 
apes whiche by grace lede therto / not for J haue it in 
felynge tin werkynge as J haue it in ſayenge. Heuer⸗ 
thelefle J wolde bythele Woꝛdes luche as they are fyzſt 
ſtere myne owne neclygence for to do better than Jhaue 


done. And allo my purpote is foꝛ to ſtere the oꝛ oi other 
man oꝛ woman that bath taken the ſtate of lyfe contem⸗ 


that maner of lpfe by ſuche ſymple woꝛdes as god hath 
gypuen me grace foꝛ to ſaye / and therfore ykony woꝛde be 
therin that ſtereth the oꝛ conkozteth the moꝛe to the loue 
of god / thanke god / foz it is his gyfte / x not of the woꝛde. 
And yk it confoꝛte the not / oz elle thou takeſt it not redꝛo⸗ 
ly / ſtudy not to longe theraboute / but laye it beſyde the 
tyll an other tyme / e gyue the to thy pꝛayers / oꝛ to other 
occupacyon. Cake it as it Wyll come/and not all at ones 
Allo thele woꝛdes that I wꝛyte take them not to ſtrayte 
ly / but there as the thynketh by good aduylement that 
I ſpeke to ſhoꝛtly/eyther foꝛ lacking of englyſſhe oꝛ wan 
tyng ok realon / J pꝛaye the amende it onely where nede 
is. Alo thele woꝛdes that J wꝛyte to the/they longe not 
all to à mau that bath actyfe lyte / but to the oꝛ ony other 
whiche hath the ſtate of lpfe contemplatyfe. 4 
¶ The a of 2 ae Jelu Chꝛyſt be with the. 


platyfe foꝛ to trauaple moze beſyly and se mekelyin 
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¶ Thus endeth the fpꝛſt parte ofthis pꝛelent 
boke. And here after foloweth the table 
of the leconde parte of this boke. 


: Tabula lecũde partis. 
¶ Here begynneth the table of the ſeconde parte. 
| That a man is the ymage ol god alter the toute a 
not ałter the body. Capitulum pꝛimum. 
(How it neded to mankynde that onely through v pal⸗ 
| {pon of Chꝛyſt it ſholde be reſtoꝛed d refomed that was 
koꝛſhapen by the kyꝛſt ſynne. Ca. ij. 
¶ That the iewes and paynyms and allo falle chꝛyſten 
| men be not reformed affectuallp though the bertue of 
the paſſyon foz theyꝛ owne defaute. Catt. 
Ot two maner * of this ymage / one in 
kulnes / and an other in fayth. Ca. iiij. 
¶ That reloꝛmynge in partye is in two maners / one in 
klapth / and an other in felynge. Cã. b. 
¶ That though the ſacrament of baptym that is groũ⸗ 
| ded in the pallyon ol Chꝛyſt this pmage ts reformed fro 
oꝛygynall ſynne. Ca. vj. 
¶ That through the ſacrament of penaunce that fanz 
deth in contricyon / con feſſpon x fatiffaccpon this vmage 
is retozmed fro actuall ſynne. Ca. vii. 
¶ How that the ſacrament of baptym and of penaunce 
thꝛough a preuy and vnpercepuable werkynge of the 
holy gooſt this ymage is reformed though it be not leen 
ne kelte. C. biif. 
( That we ſholde byleue ſtedkaſtly in relozmynge of 
this mage /yt our conſcpence wytneſſe to vs a full foꝛ⸗ 
lakynge of ſynne / and a true turnynge of our Wyll vnto 
good lyuynge. Ca. ix. 
¶ That all the ſoules that lyue mekelp in the kayth of 
holy chyꝛche / & haue theyꝛ fayth quyckened in loue and 
charite / ben reformed by this Cacrament / though it be 
fo that they may not kele the ſpecyall gyfte of deuocyon 
| oꝛ ok gooſtiy kelynge. Ca. x. 
4 ( That ſoules Wer nedeth euer to fegpte and to 
ij. i 


Tabula fectide partis. 
ſtryue ſtrongly agaynſt p ſterynges of ſynne whyle they 
lyue here / c how a ſoule map knowe Whar it allenteth 
to ſterynge / and whan not. 1 Ca.xj. 
¶ That this vmage is bothe fayꝛe ⁊ foule wWhyle it is in 
this lyte here / though it be reformed. And of dpuerlite of 
felpnges pꝛyuely had bytwene thele ſoules that ben re⸗ 
foꝛmed / and other that be not. Ca. xij. 


t thꝛe maner of men / of the whiche ſome be not re⸗ 
formed / and fone be reformed onely in fayth / and ſome 
in fayth and in felynge. Ca. xiij. 
¶ How men that be in ſynne foꝛſhape themſelle in to dps 
lerſe beeſtes lykenes / and they be called the louers of 
this woꝛzlde. | Cd. xiiii. 
¶ Howlouers of this woꝛlde vnable them in dyuers ma 
ners to the refoꝛmynge ok theyꝛ owne ſoule. Ca. xv. 
Alptell counſeyle how louers of this woꝛlde ſholde do 
k they wyll be rekoꝛmed in theyꝛ owne ſoule before they 
partyngebence, Ca. xv. 
¶ That retoꝛmynge in fayth and in felynge may not fo: 
Depnlp be goten but by grace and moche bodylp & gooſt⸗ 
lp trauaple in length of tym e. Ca. x bij. 
¶ The caule why fo fewe ſoules in regarde of the mul⸗ 
tytude of other cometh to this reformpnge in fapth and 
in kelynge. Ca. xbiij. 
¶ Another caule allo of the fame/e how wyltull bodyly 
cuſtomes indilcretly rewarded and vled lomtyme hyn⸗ 
dereth foules fro felynge of moze grace. Ca.xix. 
¶ How wout moche bodyly æ gooſtly beſpnes / æ wout 
moche grace e mekenes foules map not be retoꝛmed in fe 
lynge/ne be kepte therin alter they come therto. Ca.xx. 
¶ An entree how a foute ſhall behaue her in demeanyng 
and werkynge that wyll conte to this refoꝛmynge by 
enſample of & pylgrym goynge to Jherulalem / and ol 


Tabula ſecũde partis; 
two maner of mekenelles. Ca. xxf. 
(Ok tarpenges æ temptacions that foules fele by . 
gooſtiy ennemyes in they gooſtiy knowynge & goynge 
to Jerufaient/ cot remedyes agaynſt them. Ca.xxij. 
( Ota generall remedy agaynſt wycked ſterynges and 
pãynkull taryenges that fall to theyꝛ hertes of p llelſhe / 
aͤndot the woꝛzlde / and ol the kende. Ca. xxiij. 
( Ot an euyll daye and a good nyght what it meaneth⸗ 
and how the loue of ß woꝛlde is ipbencd to an cuyll daye⸗ 
aͤnd the loue of god to a good nyght. Cà.xxiiij. 
How that the delyꝛe of Jelu felte in this lyghtſome 
dertznes ſleeth all ſterynges of ſynne / xableth the ſoule 
to perceyue gooſtly lpghinpnges fro the heuenip Jeru⸗ 
lalem that is Jeſu. Ca. xx v. 
( How a man thall knowe falle ilumpnacyons fapned 
bp the kende fro the true lyghtof zuowynge that cõmeth 
out ot᷑ Jelu / and by what to bens. C. xx bj. 
(How greate pꝛokyte it is vnto the ſoule to be bꝛought 
thꝛough grace in to lyghtlome derknes / and howa man 
chall dilpole hym yk he wyll cõme therto. Ca. xxvij. 
¶ That in refoꝛmyngeol a ſoule p werkyngeok our loz⸗ 
de Jelu is departed in to foure tymes / that is callpnge 
ryghtynge / maguyfyenge / x gloꝛylyenge. Ca. xxviij. 
¶ How it falleth ſomtyme that foules begynnynge and 
pꝛokytynge in grace feme to haue moze loue as by out⸗ 
Warde tokens / than fome haue that be perkyte and yet 
it is not ſo in ſothe within. Ca. xxix. 
¶ On what maner a man hall haue znowynge of hig 
oke loule / and how a man ſholde let his loue in Jelu 
god and man one per lone. Ca. xxx. 
C Thow this maner of lpekynge of refoꝛmynge in ke⸗ 
lyngeok a ſoule ſhall be taken / and on what wyle it is re⸗ 
koꝛmed / and how it is founde in ſaynt Poules woꝛdes. 
Sc. pkec. Uiij. 


¶ . Chat a man is the ymage ol god after the 
l dule/⁊ not after the body. Capłm pꝛimũ. 

n as moche as thou coueyteſt greatly c 
. alkeſt it foꝛ charite fo2 to heare moe ot an 
a vmage p whiche J haue before tymes in 
—partyve delcryued to the / therfoꝛe J Wyll 
a gladly with dꝛede fall to thy delyꝛẽ / x Hele 
6 pyng Pp grace ot our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛpſt /in 
whom J fullytruſt / I thall open to p a lytel moze of this 
vmage. At v begynnynge pip wylt wyte plapnly What 
Imeane by this ymage. J tell p foꝛſothe that J vnder⸗ 
ſtande nothynge elſe but thyne owne foule / fo2 thy ſoule 
t my ſoule & euery reafonable ſoule is an ymage / ⁊ that 
à woꝛthy mage / fog it is the pmage of god / as 5 apoſtle 
fapth (Vir eft vmago dei) That is to faye a man is the 
ymage of god /a made to p ymage c lykenes of hym / not 
in the bodyly ſhappe wout / but in p myghtes of it with⸗ 
Geñ.ij. in / as holy wꝛyte ſayth ( Joꝛmauit de? hoĩem ad imagi⸗ 
nem et ſimilitudinẽ ſuã) That is/our loꝛde ſhaped man 

in his foule to his owne ymage tipkenes. This is that 
mage that J haue ſpoken ot / this ymage made to the 

pmage of god in p fyꝛſt ſhapynge was Wonders fapre x 
bꝛyghttull of bꝛẽnynge loue & gooſtly lyght / but thꝛough 

ſynne ok the kyꝛſt man Adam it was diffyaured ¢ foꝛſha⸗ 

pen in to an other lykenes / as J haue before ſayd. Foz it 

fell fro p gooſtly lyght æthat heuenly fede in to paynkull 
derknes t luſt of this wzetched lyfe / exiled & flemed out 

from the herytage of heuen that it ſholde haue had pk it 

had ſtande ſtyll in to the wꝛetchednes of this erth / taf- 
terwarde in to the pꝛylon of hell / and there to haue ben 
without ende / fro p whiche pꝛilon to $ heuenly herytage 

it myght neuer haue cõmen agayne / but yk it had ben res 

formed to the fyꝛſt Mappers the kyꝛſt lytzenes. But that 


Secunda pars. Ca.tf. 
rekoꝛmpnge myght not be made by none erthly man / foꝛ 


euery man was in the lame myſchefe / and none myght 


luſtyſe to helpe hymlelfe / e fo moche leſle an other man. 
Therkoꝛe it nedeth to be done by hym that is moze than 
man / that is onely god / ⁊ that was ſkylfull that he ſhold 


rekoꝛme ⁊ reſtoꝛe man to blyſſe ył he ſhold be lafe / whiche 


of his endles goodnes kyꝛſt hope hym therto. How than 
it myght be refoꝛmed / c how it is reformed to the kyꝛſt 


Iptenes by hym that foamed it / by the grace of god F 


hall tell the / foꝛ that is the entent of this wꝛytynge. 


¶ How it neded to mankynde that onely thꝛough the 
paſſyon of Chꝛyſt it holon be reſtoꝛed and rekoꝛmed 
that was foꝛſhapen by the fpr ſynne. Ca. il. 
He ryghtwylnes of god alketh ÿ a trelpace done 

be not foꝛgyuen without that amendes be made 


koꝛ it /yt it may be done. Mow it is fothe mankynde that 
was hole in Adam the kyꝛſt man treſpaced agaynſt god 
lo wonders greuoudy whan it koꝛfayted p ſpecyall byd⸗ 
dynge ok hym / and allented to the kalle counſeyle of the 


kende / that it delerued ryghtlully for to haue ben depar⸗ 
ted from hym / and dampned to hell withouten ende / fo 


karkoꝛth that ſtandynge p ryghtwylnes of god it myght 
not be foꝛgyuen / but pf amendes were fyꝛſt made t full 
latiłkłatevon therłoze. But this amendes myght no man 


make that was man onely / and cõmen out of Adam by 


kyndly generacyon for this ſkyll. Foz the treſpace ⁊ vn⸗ 


Woꝛſhyp Was endles great / therfore it paſſed mannes 


myght to make amendes foꝛ it. And alfo foꝛ this ſkyl. he 


that bath trelpaced and ſhall make amendes / hym bebo 


ueth fo2 to gyue to hym that he bath trelpaced vnto all 


that he oweth / though he had not trefpaced / & alſo ouer 
that hym behoueth to gyue ſom what that he oweth not 
but onely for that he treſpaced. But mankynde had not 


wherwith that he myght paye god for his trelpace ouer 
that he ought hym. Foz what good dede p man myght 
do in body oz in ſoule it was but his dette / lo cuery man 
ought as p goſpell ſayth to loue god with all his herte / c 
all his loule / ⁊ all his myght / c better myght he not do 
than this. And neuertheles this dede ſuſtyled not to the 
refoꝛmynge of mankynde / ne this myght he not do but 
yk he had ben firſt refouned. Than neded it p yk mannes 
loule (hoide be refoꝛmed / the trelpace made good/that 
our loꝛde god hymlelte Molde rekoꝛme this vmage / and 
make amedes foꝛ this treſpace ſythen ỹ no man mygyht. 
But that myght he not do in his godhede / for he myght 
not ne ought not to make amendes by lulttyng of payne 
in his owne kynde / therloze it neded p he ſholdi take that 
ſame makynde v had treſpaced a becõme man. And that 

myght he not by d comune lawe of generacyõ / foʒ it Was 
impoſſpble goddes fone to be bowie of a touched woman. 
Therloze he muſt become man through a gracpous ge⸗ 
neracpon by che werkynge of holy gooſt of a clene gra⸗ 
cyous maden our lady ſayut Mary , ſo was it done / 
foz our loꝛde Jelu goddes fone became man /e though 
his precpous deth that he ſulfred made amendes to p ta 
ther of heuen foꝛ mannes gyite / x that myght he Well do 
fo2 he was god / and he ought not foz hymſelfe / but in as 
moche as he was man boꝛne of the lame kynde p Adam 
Was that kyꝛſt treſpaced / c fo though he ought it not foz 
his obne pꝛopꝛe perſone/ſoꝛ hymſelte myght not (pune, 
Meuertheles he ought of his free wyll koꝛ the treſpace of 
all mankynde / the whiche mankynde he toke for the ſal⸗ 
uacyon ot manot᷑ his endles mercy, Foz lothe it is / there 
Was neuer man vᷣ myght velde to god ony thynge ok his 
owne that he ought not / but onely this bleſſed Jeſu / fox 
he myght pave god one thynge that heought not / as fos 


. aif Secunda pars. Ca.tf. 
hymlelke / x that was but one thynge / that was to gyue 
his pꝛecyous Ipfe by wylkull takynge of deth foz loue of 

lothkaſtnes. This ought he not / as moche good as he 
mpght do to the woꝛſhyp of god in this lyke / all were but 
dette. But foꝛ to take deth foꝛ loue of ryghtwylnes / he 
was not boũde therto. e was bounde to ryghtwylnes / 
but he was not bounde to dye / fo2 deth is onelp a payne 
oꝛdeyned to man for his owne ſynne / but our lode Je⸗ 
lu ſynned neuer / ne he myght not lynne / and therfore he 
bought not to dye. Than lythen he ought not to dye / and 
vet Yoplfully he dyed / than payed he to god moꝛe than he 
ought. And lythen ỹ was the belt mannes dede x mooſt 
woꝛthy that euer was done. Therkoze was it reaſonable 
that the lynne of mankynde ſhold be foꝛgyuen / in as mo⸗ 
che as mankynde had founde a man of the fame kynde 
without wẽme of lynne / that is Felu that myght mabe 
amendes fo2 p treſpace done myght paye our loꝛde god 
aͤll that he ought / c ouer moze that he ought not. Than 
lyth that our loꝛde Jeſu god man dyed thus foꝛ ſalua⸗ 
cpon ot mannes fouleit is ryghttull that ſynne ſholde be 
kfoꝛgpuen / ⁊ mannes ſoule that was his ymage ſholde oꝛ 
myght be retoꝛmed + reſtoꝛed to the fy2tt lykenes and to 
the blyſſe of heuen. This pallyon of our loꝛde this pꝛe⸗ 
cyous deth is p groũde ok all p rekoꝛmynge ok al mannes 
ſdule / without whiche myght neuer mannes foule haue 
ben reformed to the lykenes of hym / ne conte to the blyſle 
ok heuen / but bleſſed may he be in all his werkynges. 
Nov it is fo that though the vertue of his pꝛecyous 
palſpou the bꝛennynge lwerde ol Cherubyn that dꝛoue 
Adam out of paradyle is now put awaye / and the end⸗ 
les gates of heuen are open vnto euery man that wyll 
entre in therto. Foꝛ the perfone of Jelu is bothe god and 
Kkynge ol heuen in the blylle of the kather / as man heis 


Secunda pars. | Ca. tif. é 
porter at the gate redy to receyue euery foule that wyll 
be rekoꝛmed here in this lyfe to his lykenes / loꝛ now may 
every loule cpf that he wyll) be rekoꝛmed to the lykenes 
of god / lyth that the treſpace is fozgyuen / and the amen⸗ 
des thꝛough Jeſu is made foꝛ the fyzſt gylte. Heuerthe⸗ 
leſſe though this be ſothe / all loules haue not the pꝛofyte 
ne the fruyte of this pꝛecyous paſſyon / ne are not refoʒ⸗ 
med to the lykenes of hym. 5 

¶ That the iewes t paynyms and alſo falſe chʒyſtes 
men be not reformed affectually though the vertue 
of the paſſyon for theyz owne dekaute. Ca. iij. 
wo maner of men are not reformed by the vertue 
of this paſſyon. Due is of them that byleue it nor 
An other is of them that loue it not / as iewes and paps: 
nyms haue not the benekyte of his paſlpon fo2 they by⸗ 
leue it not. Jewes byleue not that Jeſu the fone of the 
virgyn Macy is goddes ſone ol heuen. Allo p paynyms 
byleue not that the ſouerayne wyſdom of god wolde bez. 
cõme the ſone ot man / and in manhode wolde luſtre the 
papnes of deth. And therfoze iewes helde the pꝛechyng 
ok the croſſe c of the paſſyon of Chꝛyſt nought but ſclaun 
der e blaſlphemy. And the paynyms helde it nought but 
fantaſy and foly. But true chꝛiſten men helde it the ſoue⸗ 
tapne wyldome ok god e his greate myght. Thus ſayd 
Cori. lavnt Poule ( Pꝛedicamus vobis chʒiſtum crucifixum⸗ 
iudeis quidem ſcandalum: gentibus autem ſtulticiam: 
ipſis autem vocatis iudeis et grecis chꝛiſtum det virtu⸗ 
tem et dei ſapientiam) That is / we pꝛeche to you that 
pe byleue that Jelu Chꝛyſt crucykyed the lone of Mary 
is goddes fone ſouerayne vertue t wyldome ok god / the 
whiche Jelu to iewes and paynyms that byleue not in 
hym is but ſclaunder and foly. And therfore thele men 
bytheyz vntrouth put themſelke fro the rekoꝛmynge ol 


1 Secunda pars. Ca. iiſ. 
theyꝛ owne loule / x ſtandynge they, vntrouth ſhall they 
neuer be lafe noꝛ cõme to 5ᷣ blyſſe of heuen.Joꝛ ſoth it is 
fro the begynnynge of the woꝛlde vnto the lat endynge 
was there neuer man late / ne hall be fafe/but pf he had 
trouth generall oꝛ fpecpall in Jelu Chꝛyſt/to come oꝛ cõ⸗ 
men. Foz ryght as all choſen ſoules p were befoze the in⸗ 
carnacion vnder the olde teſtament had trouth in Chꝛyſt 
chat he ſholde cõme r rekoꝛme manes ſoule / eyther opens 
Ap as patryarkes c pꝛophetes and other holy men had / 
og elle pꝛyuely æ generally as chyldꝛen & other ſymple c 
Ampetfpte foules had that knewe not [pecpally p pꝛeuite 
) of thetncarnacyon. Byght fo all chofen foules vnder the 
newe teſtament haue trouth in Chꝛyſt that he is come 
eyther openly oꝛ felyngly / as gooſtly men and wyſe men 
haue / oz elle generally as chyldꝛen haue dye chꝛiſtened 
‘other ſymple a lewde ſoules haue that are nouryſſhed 
in p boſom of holy chyꝛche. Syth this is ſoth than thyn⸗ 
beth me thele men greatly e grenoudy erre / that fap > 
iewes tfarafpns by kepyng of theyꝛ owne lawe may be 
made late though they byleue not in Jelu Chꝛyſt as hos 
ly chyꝛche byleueth / in as moche as they wene that theyz 
orone fayth is good efure ¢ luſtyſaũt to theyꝛ ſaluacpon. 
And in that byleue they dol( as it lemeth) many good de⸗ 
des of ryghtwylnes. And pauenture yl they knewe that 
the chꝛyſten fayth were better than theyꝛ owne is / they 
‘Wold leuetheyz own e take it /therfoꝛe they ſhold be fate. 
Hape it is not ynough lo / ko Chꝛyſt god ⁊ nian is bothe 
waye t ende / x he is mediatour bytwene god man / and 
without hym may no ſoule be reconſpled / ne come to the 
blyſſe ot heuen. And therfore they ỹ byleue not in hym p 
is bothe god e man / may neuer be fafe ne cõme to blyſſe. 
¶ Other men allo that loue not Chꝛyſt nor his paſſpon 
e not reformed in the loule to the iybeneg of hem / and 


ö 
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thele men are falle chꝛiſten men p whiche are out ol cha 


rite / lyue ⁊ dye in deedly ſynne. Thele men byleue Well 


as it ſemeth that Jeſu is goddes ſone /e that his paſſion 
{uffpleth to faluacponof mãnes ſoule/⁊ they byleue alfa 


all the other artycies of the kayth. But it is an vnſhaply 
trouth c a decd / foꝛ they loue hym not / ne they chole not 


the kruyte of his paſſyon / but they lye ſtyll in theyꝛ ſynne 


and in the falfe loue of this woꝛzlde vnto theyz laſt ende 
t ſo they be not reformed to the lykenes of god / but goto 
rhe paynes of hell endleliy / as iewes & ſaraſyns do / and 
in to moche moꝛe greater payne than they / in as moche 


as they bad the trouth e kepte it not / foz that was moꝛe 
trelpate than and yr that they had neuer had it. Than 


yf thou wylte wyte whiche foules are rekozmed here in 
this lyke to the ymage of god through the greate vertue 
of his pꝛecyous paſſion /ſothly onely thoſe that byleue in 
hym / aud loue hym / in whiche ſoules the ymage ol god 
that Was through ſynne fozſhapen / as it were into 
foule beeſtes lykenes is reſtoꝛed  refozmed to the fyꝛſt 
ſhape / and to the woꝛthynes e woꝛſhyp that it had inte 
begynnynge / without whiche reſtoꝛynge t reloꝛmynge 


‘ 


{hall there neuer foule be fafe ne conte to blyſſe. 


¶ Ok two maner of reformpuges of this mage? 
one in fulnes / and an other in kayth. Ca.ittf. 
Bd pw layſt thou how may this be (othe that the 
A uymage ot god the whiche is mannes ſoule myght 
be refoʒmed here in this lyle to his lykenes in ony creas 
ture. It ſemeth not / it myght not be ſo. Foꝛ yt it were te⸗ 
koꝛmed/than ſholde it haue ſtable mynde / clere ſyght / 
clere bʒennynge loue in god and gooftiy thyuges euerla⸗ 
ſtyngly as it had in the begynnynge / but that is no creas 
ture as thou byleueſt lyuynge here in this lyfe. Jo as 
agaynſt thy Celfe thou canſt Well fape the thynketh full 


mn 


kerretherkro / thy mynde / thy realon / p loue of thy ſoule 
are ſo moche let in beholdyng e in loue of erthly thynges 
that of gooſtly thynges keleſt ryght lytell. Chou felett 
no reloꝛmynge in thylelte/but thou art fo belapped with 
this blacke ymage ot ſynne foz ought thou mayſt do/ 
that vpon what lyde thou the turne thou feleſt thy lelke 
delouled & {potted with flelſhely ſterpnges of this foule 
pymage / other chaungynge keleſt ÿ none fro flelſhlynes in 
to gooſtlynes nepther in pꝛeuy myghtes of thy ſoule w⸗ 
in / ne in bodyly felyng without / wherfoꝛe pe thỹke that 
it myght not be that this pmage myght be reformed. 
Oꝛ elle yk it myght be reformed / than altzeſt thou how it 
myght berefozmed. To this J anlwere and faye thus. 
There is two maner of refoꝛmynges of p pmage ot god 
whiche is mannes foule. One is in fulnes / another is 
in partye. Retkoʒmynge in fulnes may not be had in this 
l pke / but it is delayed after this lyfe to p blyſſe ol heuen / 
where mannes ſoule ſhall fully be refoꝛmed / not to that 
| | fate that it had at the fyꝛſt begynnynge by kynde / oꝛ 
myght haue had thzugh grace pt it had ſtande hole / but 
it ſhall be reſtoꝛed to moche moze blyſſe and moche hyer 
iope thꝛugh the great mercy æthe endles goodnes of god 
than it ſholde haue had pk it had neuer fallen / foꝛ than 
ſhall the ſoule receyue the hole tthe full kelynge of god in 
all p myghtes of it / without medlyng of ony other after 
cpons / it hall fe mankynde in perlone of Jelu aboue 
the kynde of aungels oned to the godhede / foꝛ than hall 
Jelu bothe god man be all in all / onely he / and none 
ther but he / as the pꝛophete fapth (iis lolus exalta⸗ Elaie 
| bitur in illa die) That is /our loꝛd Jelſu in that daye that ij. 
is 5 euerlaſtynge daye ſhall be hyghed onely/ e none but 
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; 
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he. And allo the body of man {hall than be gloꝛyfyed / foꝛ 
it hall receyue fully the ryche dowary of vnderdlyneſle 


f 
| 


SDioetunda pars. Ca. ttt. 
With al that lõgeth therto. This thall a ſoule haue with 
the body /e moche moze than J can laye / but that ſhal be 
inp blyſle of heuen ⁊ not in this lyfe. Foꝛ though it be ſoß 
the paſſyon of our loꝛde bycauſe ot al this full retoꝛmyng 
of mannes ſoule / neuertheles it was not his Wyil foz to 
graunte this full refoꝛmynge ryght anone after his paw 
(yon to all chofen ſoules that were lyuyng in thetymeoEk 
bis palſpon / but he delayed it vnto the lat daye / æthat 
was fog this ſbᷣyll. Soth it is that our lozd Jeſu Chꝛyſt 
of his mercy hath oꝛdeyned a certayne nomvze ol loules 
to ſaluacpõ / Whiche nombꝛe was not fulfylled in p tyme 
of his paſſpon /e therfore it neded that by length of tyme 
thzugh kyndly generacyon of men it Molde be fulkylled. 
Chan pt it had fo ben that as ſoone after the deth of our 
loꝛde euery ſoule that wolde haue byleued in hym ſholde 
by his Ipfe haue ben bleſſed ¢ full reformed without ony 
other abydyng / there wolde no creature that lyued than 
haue ben that hene wolde haue receyued the fayth orto © 
haue ben made bleſſed / and than {holm generacyon haue 
cealed. And ſo (holde we p are now cholen foules lyuyng 
and other ſoules that come after vs not haue ben bozne. 
And fo ſholde our loꝛde haue fayled of his nombꝛe. But p 
may not be / ⁊ therfoze our loꝛde puruayed moche better 
for vs /in that p he delayed p full refoꝛmynge ot mannes 

Heb. ij. ſoule tyll the laſt ende / as ſaynt Poule ſayth (Wer ꝙ no⸗ 
bis melius ꝓuidẽte:ue ſiue nobis ſummarẽtur) Chat 
is to ſape / our loꝛde puruayed better fog vs as in p delay 

ok our refoꝛmynge than yt he had graunted it than. Joꝛ 
this ſbyll p the cholen foules here before Holt not make 
a full ende wout vs p cõme atter. In other hp is this 
Foz lythen that mau in his lyꝛſt loꝛmynge of god was 
fet in his free wyll / e had free cholyng whether he Wolde 
haue fully god 02 no. It was therfore reaſonable p ſyth 


Bore x. Secunda pars. Ca. vb. 
he wolde not choſe god than / but wꝛetchedly fell fro hym 
pk he ſholde alterwarde be rekoꝛmed that he ſholde be let 
aàgapne in the fame free cholynge that he was fyzſt in / 
whether he wolde haue the pꝛolyte of his rekoꝛmyng oꝛ 
no. And this mapbe a caule why mannes ſoule was not 
relozmed fully as faſt after the pallyon ot Jelu Chꝛyſt. 
That retoꝛmynge in party is in two maners 
DOue in kapth/an other in felynge. Ca. v. 
other retozmynge of this ymage is in partye⸗ 
A andchis retfozmyng may be had in this wie and 
ut yt it be had in this lyfe / it may neuer be had / ne the 
loule may neuer be ſate. But this reloꝛmynge is in two 
maners. One is in layth onely / an other is in ſayth tiv 
kelynge. The fyꝛſt reloꝛmynge in fayth onely luffyleth 
to ſaluacyon. The ſeconde is woꝛthy to haue pafſynge 
mede in the blylſle ol heuen. The kyzſt may be had lyght⸗ 
I ẽ᷑ in ſhoꝛte tyme. The leconde may not ſo / but thzough 
length of tyme ⁊ moche gooſtly trauayle. The fyꝛſt may 
be had with the felyng ok ö ymage of lynne. Joz though 
à man fele nothyng in bymlelfebut all ſterẽ ges ol ſynne 
T flelſhly deſpꝛes / not agaynſtandyng that felynge/yl he 
wylkully aſſent not therto / he may be refoꝛmed in fayth 
to the lykenes of god. But the leconde refozmipnge put⸗ 
teth out the lykynge in kelynge of flelſhly ſterynges and 
Woꝛidiy delpres /⁊ ſuſtreth no ſuche ſpottes to abpde in 
this ymage. The fyzſt rekoꝛmpynge is onely of begyn⸗ 
nynge d pꝛotytyng ſoules/⁊ ot actyfe men. The leconde 
is ot perfyte ſoules tof cõtemplatyfe men. oꝛ by p fyꝛſt 
kreloʒmynge the pmage of lynne is not deſtroyed / but it 
palette aS it Were all hole in felpnge. But the leconde rez 
| zmynge deſtropeth the olde felpnges of this pmace of 
lynne / x bꝛyngeth to the ſoules newe gracious feiynges 
thꝛough the werkyngeokthe holy gooſt / the fyꝛſt is good 
| Sca. plc. m. j. 


ide Secunda parss Ca. Hf 
the leconde is better / but the thyꝛde that is in the blyſle 
ok heuen is mooſt belt. Fyꝛſt let vs ſpeke of the one / x ak⸗ 
ter of the other. And ſo we ſhall conte to the thyꝛde. 
¶ That thꝛugh the ſacrament of baptym that is 
grounded in the palſpon ol Chꝛyſt this ymage is 
xekoꝛmed in ozygpnall ſpnne. d. bj. 
(ets maner of lynnes maketh a foule to leſe the 
ſhappe clykenes of god /that one is called oꝛygy⸗ 
nal /p is p fyꝛſt ſynne / that other is called actual / that is 
ſynne Wyl fully done / theſe two lynnes put a ſoule fro p 
blyſſe of heuen / & dampneth it to p endles payne ok hell / 


but pk it be thꝛugh the grace of god rekoꝛmed to his lyke⸗ 


nes oz it paſſe hens out of this lyfe. Meuertheles two rez 


medyes are there agaynſt thele two lynnes / by p which 
à foꝛſhapen ſoule may be reſtoꝛed agayne. One is the far 
crament of baptym agaynſt oꝛygynal ſynne /an other is 


the lacrament of penaũce agaynſt actuall ſpune. A ſoule 
oka chylde that is boꝛne and is vnchꝛyſtened / bycaule ol 
oꝛygypnal ſynne hath no lykenes of god / he is nought but 


an mage of the fende ta bꝛonde ok hell. But as loone as 
it is chꝛyſtened / it is refoꝛmed to the ymage of god / and 


though the vertue ot fapth of holy chyꝛche ſodeynly it is 


turned fro the lykenes of the kende a made lyke an aügell 
of heuen. Allo the ſame falleth to a iewe oz to a ſarazyn ß 


whiche oꝛ they be chꝛyſtened are nothynge but mancp⸗ 


ples ok hell. But whan they foꝛſake they errour and fall 
mekely to the trouth in Chꝛyſt x receyue baptym ol wa⸗ 


ter in the holy gooſt / ſothly without ony moze taryenge 
they are refoꝛmed to the lykenes of god fo fully as holy 


chyꝛche byleueth /p ykthey might as loone akter baptim 


palleout of the woꝛlde they ſholde ſtreyght fleeto heuen 


Without ony moꝛe lettyng / had they done neuer lo moche 
ſynne beloꝛe in p tyme of they vntrouth / Tneuer ſholde 


| atid pd Serunda pars. Ca. vij. 
they fele ß paynes ot hell ne ol purgatoꝛy / ep pꝛeuylege 
ſholde they haue by the meryte of Chꝛyſtes paſlpon. 
¶ That though the ſacrament ot penaũce that ſtan⸗ 
befth in contricpon / cõtellyon / and fatiffaccpon this 
pmageis reformed fro actuall lypnne. Ca. vi). 
Li what chzyſten man o2 woman p hath loſt p 
I bbenes of god thꝛough a derdly ſynne bꝛezynge 
} goddes comaiidenientes pf hetheough thetouchyng of 
grace ſothfaſtiy foꝛlake his ſynne with ſozowe c contri⸗ 
pon ot hert / v be in full Wyll fozto amende hym/ e turue 
hym to good lyuynge / in this foꝛelayd wyll receyueth 
the lacrament of penaunce yt he map / oꝛ pf p he may not 
heis in wyll therto. Sot hly J ſaye p this mannes ſoule 
oꝛ womans that was ſoꝛſhapen fyꝛit to the lykenes of p 
deupll thꝛough deedly lynne / is now by the ſacrament of 
penaũce reſtoꝛed and ſhapen agayne to the vmage ol our 
loꝛde god. This is a great curteſp ot our loꝛd ⁊ an endles 
mercy that lo lyghtiy ſoꝛgyueth all maner of ſynne / & fo 
ſodepnly gyueth plente of grace to a ſynful ſoule that al⸗ 
keth mercy of hym / he abydeth not greate penaunce do⸗ 
pyuge / ne paynkull fleſchly luffrynge oz he loꝛgyue it. But 
he alketh a lothynge of lyune ⁊ a full foꝛſakynge in wyll 
ok the foule foʒ the loue of hym / a turnynge of the herte 
to hym. This aſketh he / loꝛ this gyueth he / and whan 
he leeth this without ony delapenge / he foꝛgyueth the 
lynne and reloꝛmeth the loule to his lykenes / than the 
ſynne is foꝛgyuen that the ſoule ſhall not be dampned. 
Neuerthelelle the payne detted for the ſynne is not pet 
fully foꝛgyuen / but pt contrycvon and louie be the moꝛe. 
And therfore (hall he go ⁊ ſhewe hym and ſhꝛyue hym to 
his gooſtly father / receyue penaunce eniopned fo2 his 
treſpace / gladiy fulfpitit / fo that bothe the fpune the 
pvayne may be done awape oꝛ he palle hens. Aud that is 
m. ij. 


iso Scecunda pars. Ca. vii. 
thefkylfull oꝛdynaũce ol holy chyꝛche foꝛ greate ꝓfyte ot 
mannes ſoule that though > ſynne be loꝛgyuen thꝛough 
the vertue of contrpcpon / neuerthelelle in kulfyllynge of 
mekenes / ⁊ foꝛ to make hole ſatilfaccyon / he (hall cy he 
may) ſhewe to his pꝛeeſt playner conkeſſpon / for pis his 
toten e his waraunt of foꝛgyuenes agaynſt al his enne⸗ 
mpes / cp is nedefull to haue. Foꝛ vf a man had fozfeyted 
bis lyke agaynſt a kyng of this erth / it were not pnough 
to hym as for a full ſurenes to haue onely foꝛgyuenes of 
the kynge / but pf he haue a charter the whiche may be 
his token ⁊ his waraũt agaynſt all other men. Byght ſo 
map it be ſayd gooſtiy / pf a man haue foꝛfeyted agaynſt 
the kyng of heuen his lyke though deedly lynne / it is not 


vnough to hym to full — bane oa 
od onely b pon bytwene god e hym / but pf he 


ue a charter made by holy chyꝛche pf he may cõme 
therto / that is p ſacrament ot penaũce p whiche is his 
charter this token ot foꝛgyuenes. Foꝛ ſyth p he foꝛfeyted 
bothe agaynſt god and holy chyꝛche / it is nedeful that he 
haue foꝛgpuenes for that one/⁊ a waraũt for that other. 
Aud this is one cauſe why that cõfeſſyon is nedefull. u 
other cauleis this. Foꝛ ſyth this reloꝛmynge ok the ſoule 
ſtandeth in layth onely & not in felyng / therfoze a fleſſhly 
man that is rude ⁊ buyſtous ⁊ can not deme lyghtly but 
out ward of bodyly thynges / hold not haue byleued that 
his ſynnes had bẽ foꝛqpuen hym / but pf he had ſome bo⸗ 
dyly token / that is cõſeſſyon / thzugh the whiche toben 
he is made al ſure ot foꝛgyuenes / yt he do that is in bpm 
This is the byleue ol holy chyꝛche as J vnderſtande it. 
Alſo another caule is this. Though p groũde of foꝛgyue 
nes ſtande not pꝛyncypally in conkeſſyon / but in contry⸗ 
cyon ot herte/⁊ in foꝛthynkynge of ſpnne/neuerthelelſe 
IJhopethere is manp a ſoule that ſhold neuer haue kelte 


ae ! | 
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very contrycpon / noꝛ had full forlabpnge of lynne / yl con 
feſſyon had not ben. Foz it falleth ofte lythes that in the 
tyme of cõt̃eſſpon grace of compũceyon cometh toa ſoule 
that before neuer keled grace / but euer was colde c dꝛye 
and farther fro felynge of grace. And therfore {pth cofels 
(von was fo profptable top moze partye of chʒyſten men 
holy chyꝛche oꝛdeyned for the moze lurenes generally to 
all chꝛyſten men p every man c woman ſholde ones in p 
pere at the leeſt be ſhzyuen ok all they ſynnes that cõme 
to theyꝛ mynde to theyꝛ gooſtly father / though they had 
neuer fo moche contrycyon before tyme, Neuertheles FZ 
hope well ỹ vf all men had ben as bely aboute p kepyng 
ok themlelke in eſchewynge ok all maner of lynne /e had 
cõmen to as moche greate knowynge t felynge ol god as 
ſome man hath that holy chyꝛche ſholde not haue oꝛdey 
nedß token ot᷑ cõ feſſyon / as for nedetull bande / foꝛ it had 
not neded. Witt for that all men are not pfyte / and pera⸗ 
uenture moche of p moze party of chꝛyſten men is vnper 
kyte / ther koze holy chyꝛche oꝛdeyned conkeſſyon / by wape 
ol generall bonde to all chzyſten men p wyll knowe holy 
chyꝛche as they, mother / ⁊ wolde be buxom to her byd⸗ 
dynge. pfthis be ſothe/ as J hopeit is / than erreth he 
greatly that generally ſayth p cõfeſſyon of ſynnes foꝛ to 
ſhewe a pꝛeeſt is neyther nedetull to a ſynner ne behoue⸗ 
) fule that no man is bounde therto. Foz by that that J 
haue ſayd it is bothe nedefull gallo very ſpedekull to all 
thole ſoules 5ᷣ in this mylerable ⁊ wꝛetched lyfe are de⸗ 
fouled thꝛough deedly lynne foꝛſhapen fro the lykenes of 
god / whiche map not be refoꝛmed to his lykenes but by 
the ſacrament of penaunce /that pꝛincypally ſtandeth in 
contrycpon c ſoꝛowe of herte / ſecondaryly in ſhꝛyfte of 
mouth folowynge after / yf it may be had. And thus on 
chis maner bp the ſacramet of penaũce is a ſynfull ſoule 


HERD Secunda pars. Ca. bij. 
refoʒmed to the ymage ot god and to his ly kene. 
{bow in the ſacrament ot baptym ⁊ of penaunſe 
thꝛough a pꝛeuy vnpercepuable werkynge ok 
the holy gooſt this ymage ts reloꝛmed though it 
be not leen ne telte. | Ca. viii. 
Bin this reformpnge ſtandeth in fapth / and not in 
kelyuge. Foꝛ ryght as the properte of the fapth is 
toʒ to bpleue that 5ᷣ ſeeſt not / ryght ſo it is foʒ to byleue pi 
thou feleſt not. But he that is reformed in his loule byß 
lacrament ot penaunce to the pmage of god he feleth uo 
chaungynge in hymleike neyther in his bodyly kynde w⸗ 
out / ne in the pꝛeuy ſubſtaunce of the ſoule within other 
than he dyd / foz he is as he was vnto his felyng / he fe⸗ 
leth the lame ſterynges of {pune the lame cozrupcyon 
of his flelſhe in paſſpons z woꝛldly rylynge in his herte 
as he dyd before. And neuertheles he ſhall bylcue p heis 
thaugh grace reformed to the lykenes of god / though he 
neyther fele it ne fe it. He may well fele ſozowe foꝛ his 
ſynnes ta turnynge ok his wyll fro lynne to clennes ok 
lpuyng/yf p he haue grace ⁊ take good hede of hymlelke / 
but he may nepther ſe ne fele the reloꝛmyng of his ſoule 
how it is wonderſly c vnpceyuably chaunged fro p fplth 
okthe fende vnto fayꝛnes of an aungell thzugh a pꝛeuy 
gracpous werkynge of the holy gooſt / that may he not 
fe but he ſhall byleue it. And pf he byleue it / than is his 
foule refoꝛmed in trouth. Foz ryght as holy chyꝛche by⸗ 
leueth by the ſacrament ol baptym ſothkaſtly receyued | 
iewe oꝛ laraʒ yn oꝛ à chylde boꝛne / is rekoꝛmed in ſoule ta 
the lykenes of god thꝛough a pꝛeuy vnperceyuable Doers | 
kynge of the holy gooſt/not agaynſtandynge all p flelſh⸗ 
ly ſterynges of his body of ſynne / the whiche he ſhal tele 
after his baptym as well as he dyd before. Nyght ſo by 
the ſacramẽt of penaũce mekelx e truly receyued a fals 
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chꝛyſten man that hath ben encõbꝛed with deedly lynne 
all his lyfe tyme is reformed in his foule within vnper⸗ 
teyuably / out taken a turnynge of his wyll thzugh d pre 
up myght tagracpous werkynge of the holy gooſt ỹ for . 
deynly werketh / in tyme ok a moment oꝛ a twynklyng 
of an eye ryghteth a frowarde ſoule / and turneth it fro 
gooſtly fpith to kayꝛnes vnleable / and of a leruaũt of the 
fende maketh a fone of ioye / ot the pꝛyloner of hell maz 
|| Beth a pcepuer of heuenly herptage / not agaynſtandyng 
all the flelchly felynge of this fynfull ymage that is the 
bodyly kynde / oz ÿ ſhalt vuderſtande ÿ the lacrament of 
baptym oꝛot penaunce is notofp vertue foꝛ to lette æ de⸗ 
ſtroye btterly all} ſterynges of tlelſhly luſtes & paynfull 
paſſyons pa mannes ſoule neuer fele no maner rylynge 
ne ſteryng okthem notyme. Foꝛ yk it were lo / than were 
a toule fully rekoꝛmed here to p woꝛſhyp of the kyꝛſt maz 
kyng / but that may not be fully in this lyfe but it is ofß 
vertu 5 it clenleth a foule fro all the ſynnes before done. 
And pfit be departed fro p body it laueth it fro dampna⸗ 
ecpon. And pk it dwell in p body / it gyueth the loule grace 
to agaynſtandethe ſterynges of ſynne / and it kepeth it in 
grace allo 5 no maner of luſty ſterynges oꝛ of paſſyons y 
it keleth in the tlelſhecbe it neuer fo greuous ) hall hurt it 
ne departe it fro god / as longe as it wylkully tonlenteth 
not therto. Thus ſaynt Poule meaned Whar he fayd. 
| (Michi dampnationts in hijs qui nõ ſcõm carnem am⸗ Bom. 
bulãt) That is to ſape/thele ſoules that are refoꝛmed to viij. 
the ymage ot god in kayth thꝛugh the ſacrament of bap⸗ 
tpm oꝛ of penaunce ſhall not be dampned foꝛ felynges of 
6 this ymage of ſynne /yk it ſo bethat they go not after the 
ſerynges of the flelſhe by dede doynge. : 
ö That we ſholde byleue ſtedfaſtly refoꝛmynge 
okthis mage / pf our conſcyence wytnelſe to vs 


Hts? Secunda pars. Cd. ix. 
a full foꝛlakynge of lynne / and a true turnynge ot 
our wyil to good lyuynge. Cd .ix. 
0 Fthis rekozmynge in fayth ſpeketh laynt Poule 
Heb. r. O thus (Juſtus ex fide viuit) The ryghtwyle man 
lvueth in fayth /p is / he ÿ is made ryghtkull by vaptym 
oz by penatice he lyueth in fayth whiche luſtyleth to fale 
Bot. uacyon to heuenly peace /as ſaynt Poule ſayth (Juſti⸗ 
b. ficati ex fide pace habemꝰ ad deũ) That is / We that ate 
ryghted c reloʒmed thꝛough fayth in Chꝛyſt hath peace 
c accoꝛde made bytwene god ⁊ vs / not agaynſtãdyng the 
vycyous felynges of our body of lynne / loꝛ though this 
refoꝛmynge be pꝛeuy æ map not well be feite here inthis 
lyle / neuertheles who lo byleueth it ſtedfaſtly a ſhapeth 
his Werkes beſylp to accozʒde to his trouth / Xv heturne 
not agayne to deedly ſynne. Sothly whan the houre of | 
deth cometh / æthe ſoule is departed fro this bodyly ye 
than {hall he fynde it lothe that J faye now. Thus ſaxd 
ſaynt Johñ in confogte of chofen loules that lyue herein 
fayth vnder the felyng of this paynfull pmage (Chariſs 
{inti et nũc um? filty dei:ſed nondũ apparuit qd erimus. 
Scimus autẽ qh ci cps apparuit tũc apparebimus ci 
eo ſimiles ei in gloꝛia) That is / my dere frendes We are 
now whyle we lyue here ỹ ſones of god / foꝛ we are reloz 
med vy fayth in Chꝛyſt to his Ipkenes. But it heweth 
not yet what we are / but it is all pꝛeuy/ntuertheles us 
knowe Well Pp whan our loꝛde hall ſhewe hym at the laſt 
dape / than ſhall we appere w hym lpke to hym in endles 
ioye. pithou wylte wyte than yt thy ſoule be reſoꝛmed 
to the ymage of god oꝛ no / by that J haue ſayd ÿ mayſt 
haue entree-ranfake thy cõſcyence /⁊ loke what thy yl 
is / lo therin ſtandeth all. vf it be turned fro all maner of 5 
deedly lynne / that y wolde foꝛ no thynge wyttyngly and 
wylfully bebe the comativement of god / x for that ton 


|S fe SHecunds pars. ; Cap. 
haſt myldone here before agaynſt his byddpngeP ha 
ſhꝛyuen the therok mekely with full herte to leue it / and 
att loꝛy that thou dydeſt it / J fape than lurely that thy 
loule is refoꝛmed in fayth to the lykenes of god. 
That all the ſoules that lyue mekely wip fayth 

ok holy chyꝛche / & haue they favth quyckened in 
loue and charite / be retoʒmed by this lacrament / 
though it be fo that they may not kele the lpecyall 
gyękte ot deuocyon oꝛ of gooſtip felynge Ca.x. 

| J Mthis rekoꝛmynge p is onely in fayth / the mooſt 
parte ot᷑ cholen ſoules lede theyꝛ ly fe that fet theyꝛ 
Wyll ſtedlaſtly to flee al mauer of deedly ſynne / ⁊ to kepe 
| them in loue tcharite to theyʒ euen chꝛyſten / to kepe p 
| 


cõmaũdementes of god after they: cũuynge. And whan 
it ſo is p wycked ſterynges & euyll wylles ryſen in theyꝛ 
hertes of pꝛyde oꝛ enuy / ot ire oz lechery / oz of ony other 
heed lynne / they agaynſtande them ⁊ ſtryue agayuſt the 
bp dilplealyng of Wyll / ſo p they folowe not in dede thele 
wycked wylles. And neuertheles pf they fall lyghtly as 
it Were agaynſt theyz wyll thꝛugh kraylteoꝛ vncũnynge 
ds loone theyꝛ cõſcyence greueth them t payneth them 
ſo greuouſiy p they map haue no reſt tpl they be ſhzyuen 
and may haue foꝛgyuenes. Sothly all thefe foules that 
thus lyue in this refozmpag & ben founde therin / in the 
houre of deth they ſhall be Cafe ⁊ cõme to the very full re 
koꝛʒmynge in the blylle ol heuen. Though it be fo p they 
myght neuer haue gooſtly felynge ne in warde fauoure/ 
ne lpecial grace of deuocpon in all theyꝛ lyfe tyme / oꝛ elle 
thou faye p no foule Mall be ſafe but yt it were reloz⸗ 
med in gooſtly felynge / z it myght kele deuocion & gooſt⸗ 
lp lauour in god as fome foules do thzugh ſpecial grace 
than cholde fewe foules be late in rewarde of multptude 
okother. May it is not fog to byleue 5 fox the loules that 
Sca.pꝑec. n.j. 


Secunda pars. 1 Ca. x. 
onely are deuoute ⁊ by grace cõme to gooſtly kelyng/and 


foꝛ no mo our loꝛd Jelu ſholde haue taken mankynde ß 


Cuffred ÿ hard pallid ol deth / it had ben a lytell purchate 


to hym koꝛ to haue come fro fo farre to fo nere /and fro fo 


hye to fo lowe foꝛ fo fewe foules. May his mercy is ſpꝛed 


larger than ſo.euertheles on p contrary wyle pip by⸗ 
leue p the paſlion of our loꝛd is fo pꝛecyous/⁊ his mercy 
fo moche ÿ there ſhall no ſoule be dampned / c namely of 


no chꝛiſten man / do he neuer fo vll / as fome fooles wene. 


Sothly 5 erreſt greatip / therfore go in p meane / x holde 


that is that mooſt ſyntull man that lyueth here /yk he 


turne his wyll thꝛugh grace fro deedly ſynne Wlothkaſt 
repentaunce to the leruyce of god / he is rekoꝛmed in his 
loule / and yk he dyed in that ſtate he ſhall be lake. Thus 
Elaie. behyght our loꝛde by his ꝓphete ſayengethus (In qua 
xxviij. cũqʒ hora conuerlus fuerit peccatoz et ingemuerit: bite 
viuet et nõ moꝛiet᷑ ) That is / in what tymeÿ it be that ß 

fynful man is turned to god fro ſynne / he haue ſoꝛowe 
therfore he ſhal lyue / x (hail not dye endleſly. And on the 

other lyde / who ſo lyueth in deedly ſynne c wyl not leue 

it / ne amende hym therok / ne receyue p lacrament oł pe⸗ 

naunce /oꝛ elleyt he recepucit he taketh it not ſothfaſtiy 

for the loue of god / that is /foz p loue of vertue ⁊ cleunes 

but onely foꝛ dꝛede oꝛ ſhame of Pp woꝛld /oꝛ for dꝛede one⸗ 

ly of p paynes ok hell / he is not refoꝛmed to 5 lpkenes ok 
god / and yk he dye in that plyght / he thal not be lake his 

trouth ſhall not laue hym / for his trouth is deed z lac⸗ 


keth loue / c thertoꝛe it lerueth hym not. But they that 


haue trouth quyckened w loue ⁊ charite are refoꝛmed to 
the lykenes of god / though it be but p leeſt degre of cha⸗ 
rite / as are ſymple ſoules p whiche kele not the gykte ok 
ſpecpall deuocpon ne gooltiy knowynge of god as ſome 


i 
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gooſtiy men done / but byleue general as holy chyꝛche 


ylcueth / and knoweth not fully what it is oz it nedeth 


— — 


not to them / in that byleue they kepe them in loue and 
charite to thep2 euen chziſten as they may / flee al deed 
lp ſynne after theyꝛ connyng / € do the dedes of mercy to 
thepz cura chꝛyſten. All thele longe to p blyſle of heuen. 
Joꝛ it is wꝛyten in p apoca.thus ( Qui timnetis deũ pu⸗ Apoca. 
lilli et magui laudate cũ) hat is / ve p dꝛede god bothe vj. 


mall and great thanke hym. By great are vnderſtande 
loules p ate ꝓfytyng in grace / oʒ elſe perfpte in the loue 


ol god / the whiche are reloꝛmed in gooſtly felynge. By 
mall are vuderſtande ſoules vnpfyte of woꝛldly men € 
women / c other p haue but a chyldes knowynge of god 
and kull lytell felynge of hym / but are brought foꝛth inp 
boſom ok holy chyꝛche / a nourylſhed with the lacramẽt 
s chyldꝛen are fedde Wb mylke. All thele ſholde loue god 
aud thanke hym forthe faiuacpou of thep2 ſoules by his 
endles mercy ⁊ goodnes. Joꝛ holy chyꝛche p is mother 
ol all thete æ hath tender loue to all her chyldꝛen / gooſtly 
pꝛapeth c alketh foꝛ them al teaderly of her ſpoule / that 
is Jelu /⁊ geteth them heale of ſoule thꝛugh p vertue of 
his paſſpon/⁊ namelp foꝛ them p can not fpeke for them 
felfe by gooſtly pꝛayer for theyꝛ nede. Thus I kynde in ß 
Nolpell / that the woman of Chanane alked of our loꝛde 
heale to her doughter ỹ was trauayled with a fende / € 


dur loꝛde made fyꝛzſt daũger bycaule fhe was an alpene. 


NMeuertheles che cealed not foz to crye tyll our loꝛde had 
graũted her alepug / layd to her thus. A womã moche 
is thy trouth / be it to p ryght as thou wylt. In y ſame 
houre was her doughter hole. This womã betokeneth 
holy chyzche ÿᷣ aſketh helpe of our loꝛd foꝛ ſymple vncon 
nynge loules that are trauaplen with temptacions ot ñᷣ 
Woꝛlde / x can not ſpeke ꝑlytlyto god by keruour of deuo⸗ 


n. ij. 
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tyon ne bꝛennynge loue in contemplacyon. And though 


it leme that our loꝛde make daunger fyꝛſt / bycaule that 
they areas it were alyeued kro hym. Meuertheles foꝛz ß 

greate trouth ⁊ deleruynge of holy chyache/hegranteth 
to her all that (he wyll. And lo are thele tpinple ſoules 
that byleue ſtedtaſtly as holy chyꝛche byleueth / and put 
them fully in the mercy or god / ⁊ make them vnder the 
Lacrametes ⁊ lawes of holy chyꝛche fate thzugh prayer 


and trouth of theyꝛ mother holy chyꝛche. 


¶ That ſoules retoꝛmed nede euer to kyght a ſtryue 
agapntt the ſterynges ol lynne whyle they lyue here 
And how a ſoule may knowe whan it aſlenteth vnto ‘ 


kepe this pmage hole a clene/ÿ it fall not downe agayne ie 


thꝛugh Wepkenes of wyl 


p vmage of ſynne. He may 
not be pole ne recheles / lo 


he ſhall full lyghtly though alent fall agayne therto / d 
therfore hym nedeth euer to be ſtryuynge and kyghtyng 
agaynſt the wycked ſterynges of this ymage of ſynnc 
that he make none accoꝛde therw / ne take no frendſhyp 
to it foꝛ to be buxom to his vnſkylull byddynges. Foz yt 
he do/he begileth helelk. But lothly yt he ſtryue w them 
he nedeth not moche to dꝛede of allentyng / loꝛ ſtryke bꝛe⸗ 


keth peace & falle accoꝛde. It is good that a man haue 
peace w all thynge/ſaue w the fende with this mage 


of lynne / for agapuſt them hym nedeth euer to kyght in 
his thought tin his dede / tyll he haue goten on them 


he ymage of ſynne is ſo nere 
faſtned to hym / fo cõtynually pꝛeſleth vpon hym bydy 
uers ſterynges of ſynne/ß but yk he be ryght well ware 


N 
. 


mapſtrp / a that ſhau neuer be tully in this lyfe / as longe 
as he bereth x teleth this vmage. I ſay not but p a ſoule 
mapthzugh grace haue the hyer hande ouer this ymage 
(o fartozth phe ſhall not folo we noꝛ affent to p vnſtyitull 
ſterẽges ot it /but to be ſo clene delyuered fro this ymage 
that he ſholde fele no ſuggeſtyon ne ianglynge of flelſhe⸗ 
Ip atteccyon / ne of vayne thought no tyme / may no mas 
haue in this lyle. J hope that à ſoule that is reloꝛʒ med in 
kelynge by rauylſhynge of loue in conteniplacpon of god 
map be karre fro p ſenſualite ⁊ fro vayne pmagynacvon 
aͤnd ſo farre dꝛawen out & departeb frop flelſhip feiynge 
koꝛ a tyme / that it hall not fele but god / but that laſteth 
not euer / therfore faye that cucty man behoucth to 
ſtryue agaynſt this ymage ot ſynne / a namely he that is 
reloꝛmed in fapth onelp that ſo lyghtly map be deceyued 
therw. In the perſoneol whiche men ſayth ſaynt Poule 
(Caro ⁊cupilſcit aduerſus ſpm̃:et ſpũs aduerſus carnẽ) Sala. v. 
That is /a ſoule reformed to the lpkenes of god kyghteth 
dàgaynſt the flelſhely ſterynges of this pmage of ſpnne / 
allo this ymage of lynne ſtryueth agaynſt p wyll of the 
ſpiryte. This maner of fpghipnge of this double ymage 
fapnt Paule knewe whan he laydthus (Inueni lege in Bom. 
mebꝛis nieis repugnanté legi mẽtis mee: et captiuũ me vij. 
ducentẽ in legẽ pcti) That is / I haue founde two lawes 
in my ſelke / one lawe in my ſoule Within / and an other in 
my tleſſhly lames Wout / kyghtynge w it / that ofte ledeth 
meas a wꝛetched pꝛyſoner to plawe of lynne. By thele 
two lawes in a ſoule I vnderſtande this double pmage. 
By the lawe of the ſpiryte J vnderſtande p reaſon of the 
foule whan it is reformed to the ymage of god. By the 
lawe ot the lleſſhe J vnderſtand p ſenlualptees / Whiche 
AIcallthe ymage of ſynne. In thele two lawes a ſoule re 
tkoꝛmed ledeth his lyke as ſaynt Poule ſayth (Mente ein 
Sca.pfec. | n. iij. 


— 


Bom. 


bij. 
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ſeruio legi dei:carne enim legi peccati) In mp loule /p is 


in my wyl a in my reaſon J ſerue to the laweol god / but 


in my llelſhe pis. in my flelſheiy appetyte J ſerũe tothe 


lawe of ſynne. Meuerthelgfe p a loule refoꝛmed ſhall not 
delpapꝛethough he lerue tothe lawe ot ſynne by felynge 


of the vycyous lenſualite agaynſt the wyllofthe ſpiryte 
bycaule ot coꝛrupcyon of p̊ bodyly kynde. Saynt Poule 


excuſech it / layenge thus of his owne perſone ( Mõ enim 
qd bolo bonũ hoc ago:ſed malũ qd odi hoc facio. Si auté 
maiũ Qd odi hoc facio:nõ ego operoꝛ illud/ſed quod habi⸗ 
tat in me petit) J do not that good that J wold do/that 
is / wolde fele no fleſſhly ſteryng / that do J not. But 


A do 5ᷣ euyll that I hate /that is 5ᷣ ſyntull ſterynge ok my 


flelſhe J hate / yet F fele them /neuertheles ſyth it is fo 
that haue pᷣ wycked ſterẽ ges of my flelſhe/ yet F fele 
them r oft delyte in them agaynſt my wyl / they ſhall not 


be reherled agaynſt me foꝛ dãpnacyon / as yfthat J had 
done them. Ind why. Foꝛ v coꝛrupcyon ot this ymage ol 


ſyune Doth them / not J. Lo ſaynt Boule in his perfone 
confoꝛteth all ſoules that thꝛough grace are refoꝛmed in 
fayth / that they ſholde not to moche dꝛede the burden ol 
this pmage w the vnckylkull ſterynges therot/yk it fo be 


they lent not wylkullytherto. Neuertheles inthis poynt 
many ſoules that are reformed in trouth are oftẽtymes 
moche turmented troubled in vayne / as thus. Whar: 


they haue felte fleſſhly ſterynges of pꝛyde oꝛ enuy / ol coz 
uetyſe oꝛ lechery / oꝛot ony other heed ſynne / they wote 


* 


not ſomtyme Whether they aſſent therto oꝛ no / and that 
is no great wonder. Foꝛ in tyme of temptacyon a fraple — 


manncs thought is Co troubled ⁊ fo ouerlayde p he hath 


no clere ſyght ne fredome of hymſelft / but is taken oft W 
lpykynge bnw rely / x goth forth a great whylcoꝛ that he 


percepue it. And cherfore fall ſome in doubte ¢ kere whe⸗ 


in. he r — 2 


ther they ſynned in tyme ol tẽptacpon oꝛ no. As agapntt 
this poynt J ſape as me thynketh / that a ſoult map ha 
ue aſlapeuge in this maner whether he alleut oꝛ no. pt 
it be ſo h à man is ſtered to ony maner lynne / ey ipbyug 
is lo great in his flelſhelp felyuge p it troubleth his rea⸗ 
ſon /c as it were with mapſtry occuppeth pafteccpon of 


the ſoule / neuertheles he kepeth hym p he koloweth not 


in dede / ne he woldi not vk he myght / but is rather payn 


kull lo hym foꝛ to fcle the lykyng of the lyune c fayne ge 


wolde put it awape pt ze mpgbt.aAnd than whan pee- 
rynges is ouerpalled / he is glad a Wel apayde p he is de 
lpuered ot it. By this aſſaye may he wyte p were the ly 


kyng neuer lo great in the flelſhelp felynge p he aſlented 


not / ne lynned not/namelp dedelp. Heuertheles a reme⸗ 


dy there is ſure to ſuche a ſymple foule p is marred in it 
elfe c can not helpe it / that he be not to bolde in hymſelt 
vtterlp wenynge that luche lleſchly ſterynge welykynge 
Are no ſynue / foꝛ he myght fo fall into recheleſnes & in to 
kalle ſureneg / ne allo p he be not to dꝛedeful ne to ſymple 
mn wytte to deme them al as deedly ſyunes /noz as great 
venpals / foz nepther is ſothe / but that he holde them all 


as ſynnes & wꝛetchednes of hymtelke / and that he haue 


ſozowe fo2z them / c be not to beſp to deme them neyther 
deedlp ne venpal. But pk his cõſcience be greatly greued 
that he haſtely go ſhewe to his cõfeſlour in generall oz 
in ſpecpal ſuche ſterpnges /e namely euer ſteryng p bez 

gvnneth to fatten ony rote in p herte / x mooſt occuppeth 
li £02 to dꝛawe it dowue to ſynne c wozldly vanite. And 
than Doha heis thus ſhꝛyuen generally oꝛ ſpecially/bp⸗ 


leue than ſtedfaſtly that they be foꝛgyuen / diſpute no 
moze aboute them that are paſſed & foꝛgyuen / whether 
they were deedly oz venyal. But that he be moze beſy to 


_ Bepebpm better agapnit them p are compag. And yt he 


tlt, 


Me 


> Secunda pars Ca. xj. 
do thus / than may he cõme to reſt incõſcyence. But than 
ſome are fo fleſſhiy ⁊ ſo vnconnynge /h they wolde fele oꝛ 
ſeoʒ heare foꝛgyuenes ołtheyꝛ ſynnes as openly as they 
myght fele ⁊ ſe a bodylythynge / x koꝛ as moche as they 
kele it not ſo/therkoze they fall ofte in uche feres ⁊ doub⸗ 
tes ok themſelte / æneuer may cõme to reſt / a in p are they 
vn wyle / loꝛ fayth goth before felpng. Our lord ſayd to a 
man ÿᷣ was in p palley whan he healed hym thus (Con 
Math. fide fili remittuntur tibi pctã tua) Chatis Aone byleue 
ix. ſtedfaſtly thy lynnes are loꝛgyuenthe / he ſayd not to he 
le oꝛ fele how thy ſynnes are foꝛgiuen p /foꝛ > foꝛgiuenes 
ol ſynnes is done gooſtly v vnleable though the grace ok 
the holy gooſt / but byleue it. Ryght on p lame wyle eue⸗ 
ry man that wyll cõme to reſt in cõſcyence / hö behoueth 
fyꝛſteyk he do p in hym is byleue without gooſtly felyng 
foꝛgyuenes of his ſynnes / a yk he kyꝛſt byleue it/ he ſhall 
akterwardithꝛugh grace kele it / and vnderſtande it is fo, 
Elaie Thus ſayth p apoſtle (Mili credideritis nö intelligitis 
vij. That is to ſape / but pf pe fpr byleue ye map not vnder⸗ 
ſtande. Trouth goth before æ vnderſtandyng cõmeth ak⸗ 
ter / che whiche vnderſtandynge that J call the lyght ok 
god /yk it be gracyous a ſoule map not haue but through 
Math. great clennes / as our loꝛde ſayth ( Beati mũdo coꝛdetam 
v. ipſi deũ videbunt) Bleſſed be they that be clene of herte/ 
for they ſhall fe god / not with theyꝛ flelſhly eye / but with 
the inner eye / the whiche is vnderſtandynge clenſed and 
lyghted thꝛugh grace ofthe holy gooſt for to le ſothfaſt⸗ 
nes / ß which clennes a ſoule may not fele but yk he haue 
Ack. ſtable trouth gopnge before as the apoſtle fapth (Fide 
5 m dans cozda coꝝ) That is our loꝛde clenſeth p hertes 
vv. or his cholen thꝛugh fayth / therfoꝛe it is nedekull that a 
foule byleue kyꝛſt ỹ reloꝛmyng ok hymlelke made thꝛugh 
the lacrament of penaunce / though he le it not / and that 


ure: aa Secunda pars. Ca. xij. 
he dilpole hymlelke fully foꝛ to lyue ryghtkully and ver⸗ 
tuouſly as his fayth alketh / fo that he may after come 
to the lyght and to the refoꝛmynge in felynge. 
¶ ¶ That this ymage is bothe fayze and foule whyle it 
is in this lyfe here / though it be refozmed. And of dy⸗ 
uerlite of kelynges pꝛyuely had bytwene thele ſoules 
that be refoꝛmed / and other that benot. Ca . xij. 
Apze is à mannes foule/¢ foule is a mãnes ſoule. 
—L. Fayre in as moche as it is refoꝛmed in fayth to p 
lphenes of god. But it is foule in as moche as it is med⸗ 
led with flelchly felynges ¢ vnckylkull ſterynges of this 
) pmageof (pune. Foule without as it were a beeſt / fayꝛe 
within lyke to an aungell. Foule in kelyng of p lenlualite 
kapꝛe in trouth of the realon. Foule for the flelſhly appe⸗ 
tpte / fayꝛe koʒ the good wyll / thus fayꝛe æthus foule is a 
cholen ſoule/ſayenge holy wꝛyte thus (Higra lů ſed fore 
mala filie hierłm ſicut tabernacula cedar æ licut pellis fa 
lomonis) That is / am blacke/but J am fapꝛe ⁊ ſhap⸗ 
ly ve doughter ot Jeruſalẽ as p tabernacles of cedar c as 
the ckynne of Salomon. That is /the aũgels of heuen 
Exe doughters of the hye Jeruſalem wonder not on me / 
ne deſpile me not for my blacke ſhadow / foz though IJ be 
blacke without bycauſe of my flelſhely kynde as is a ta⸗ 
bernacle ot cedar/neuertheles Jam ryght fayꝛe within 
as p ſkynneof Salomõ / foꝛ F am refoʒmed to p lpkenes 
of god. By cedar is vnderſtãde a repꝛoued foulep which 
is a tabernacle ot 2 deupll. By Salomon is vnderſtandt 
dur loꝛde Jeſu / foꝛ he is peace c peaſyble. By lkynne ot 
Salomon is vnderſtande a bleſſed aũgell in whomeour 
lobe dwelleth / ⁊ is hyd as is the lyke hyd in ſkynne of a 
gucke body / therfoꝛe is an aũgell lykened to a lkynne. 
Chan map a choſen ſoule with meke truſt in god æ glad 
nes ok herte ſaye thus. Though J be blacke bycaufe of 


‘ 
| 
1208 


5 
4 
: 


ae — — 
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. Sccunda pass Cape 
my body of ſynne as a repꝛoued ſoule that is one ot᷑ p ta⸗ 
bernacles of the fende / neuertheles Jam Win full tayꝛe 
thzugh trouth and good wyll / lyke to an aũgel of heuen / 
Cant.j, for fo kayth he in an other place (¶Molite cõliderare me ꝙ 
fuſca lum: am decoloꝛauit me fol) That is/bcholde me 
not that I am blacke / ko the fonne hath detaded me / the 
fonne maketh a pane blacke onely Wout / ⁊ not wuhin⸗ 
and it betokeneth this flelſhly lyfe, Therkoꝛe layth a cho 
fen ſoule thus. Bepꝛeue me not foꝛ that J am vblache /o 
the blacknes that J haue is all without of touchyngec 
ok bearynge of this pmage of lynne / but it is nothynge 
within. And therfore lothly though it be fo that a cholen 
foule refoꝛmed in fayth dwell in this body of lynne d kele 
the ſame flelſhly ſterynges / x ble p fame bodyly werkes 
as Doth a tabernacle of cedar /ſo farfoʒth that a mannes 
dome there ſholde no difference be bytwene that one and 
that other. Neuertheleſlſe within theyꝛ ſoules there is a 
full greate diuerſite / and in the lyght of god there is full 
moche twynnynge. But the knowynge ot this whiche 
is one whiche is other onely kepte to god / foz it palleig 
mannes dome & mannes kelynge / a therfoze we ſhall no 
man dente as cupll foꝛ p̊ thynge that may be bled bothe 
eupli and well. A ſoule that is not refoꝛmed is taken ſs 
fullp with the loue of the woꝛlde / ⁊ fo moche ouerlapde 
with the lykynge ok his flelſhe in all his ſenlualite / that 
he choleth it as a full reſt of his herte / and in his pꝛeuy 
meanyng he wold not elle haue but that hemyght euer 
be lure therot. He feleth no lycour of grace ſterynge hym 
oz to lothe his flelſhly lyke / ne fo2 to delyze heuẽly blyſſe. 
And therfore I map ſaye that he bereth not this mage 
of lynne / but he is bozne of it as a man that Were lycke e 
fo weybe that he myght not bere hymlelke / and therloze 
he is layde in a bedde c bozne in a iytter. Byght fo ſuche 


A ſyntull ſoule is fo weyke and fo vnmyghty for lackyng 
ol grace /that he may neyther meue hande noꝛ fote loꝛ to 
do ony good dede / ne foz to agaynſtande by diſplealynge 
of Wyll the leeſt ſterynge of ſynne whan it cometh / but 
it falleth Downe therto as it were a beeſt vpon a reyne. 
But a ſoule that ts refoꝛmed though he ble his flelſhe⸗ 


Ip wyyttes / and fele fleſſhely ſterynges / neuertheleſſe he 


lotheth them in his herte / foꝛ he wolde for nothynge ful⸗ 
lx reſt in them / but he fleeth the reſt as the bytynge of an 


àdder / and had leuer haue his reſt tthe loue of his herte 


in god yk that he coude / ⁊ ſomtyme delpꝛeth therto / and 
often grutcheth of che lykyngeokthis lyke for loue of the 
lpte euerlaſtynge. This foule is not boꝛne in this pmage 
ok ſynne as a ſycke man / though he fele it / but he bereth 
it /loꝛ through grace he is made myghty and ſtronge foꝛ 
to ſuſtre and beare his body with all the euyll ſterynges 
of it / without hurtynge oz dekoulynge of hymlelfe / and 
that is in as moche as he loueth them not / ne koloweth 
them not / ne conlenteth not to them whiche are deedly 
ſynnes as an other dothe. This was bodyly kulfylled in 
the golpell/ofa man that had the palley /a was ſo feble 
that he myght not go/ttherfo2re was he layde a boꝛne in 
Alyptter / x bꝛought to our loꝛde. And Doan our loꝛd ſawe 
hym in myſcheke / of his goodnes he ſayd to hym (Sur⸗ 
ge et tolle grabatum tuum et bade in domũ tuam ) That 
is / ryle vp and take thy bedde and go in to thy hous / and 
fo he dyd / and was hole. And ſothly ryght as this man 
bare vpon his backecwhã he was made hole) the bedde 
that before bare hym. Ryght fo it map be layd gooſtly⸗ 
that a ſoule refoꝛmed in fapthe beareth this ymage of 
lynne / the whiche bare hym before. And therfore be not 
Adꝛad to moche of thy blackneſſe that thou haſt of bea⸗ 
ryngok this pmage ol lynne . Vut as agaynſt the ſhame 
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, Secunda pars. Ca. xiii. 
and the dilcomkyture that thou haſt ol beholdyng ot ite 
allo agayne vpbꝛaydynge that 5 feleſt in thy herte ot he 
gooltly ennempes whan they layd to the thus / where is 
thy logde Jelus / what ſckeſt thou / where is piayues ß 
thou ſpekeſt of / what feleſt thou ought but biyudnes of 
lynne / where is that ymage of god that Pfapltis retoꝛ⸗ 
med in the. Cõtoꝛte thylelte and be kaythtull ſtytſy as FZ 
haue before ſayd. And yf v do lo / thou ſhalte by thy kayth 
deſtrope all the temptacyons of thyne ennempes. Thus 
lad the apoſtle Poule ( Accipe ſcutũ fidet in quo oĩa tela 
hoſtis nequiſlimi poteris extinguere) That is /take to 
a ſhelde of ſtedfaſt trouth / thzough p whiche thou mayſt 
quenche all the bꝛennynge dartes of thyne ennemm. 
( Okthꝛe maner of men of the Whiche lome be not 
retoꝛmed / and fome be reloꝛmed onely in kayth / and 
lome in fapth and in kelynge. Capi, © 
385 this that J haue ſayd mayſt thou fe that after 
opuerte partyes of the ſoule are dyuerle ſtates ol 
men. Some men are not reformed to the lykenes ol god / 
and ſome are refoꝛmed to the lykenes of god / and lome 
ave refoznted onely in kapth / and ſome are rekoꝛmed in 
fapth and in kelynge. Foz thou ſhalte vnderſtande that a 
foule hath two partyes. That one is called ſenſualite/⁊ 


that is fletthly felpng by the fpuc outwarde wyttes / the 


whiche is comune bothe to man and beeſt / ok the whiche 
Cenfualite whan it is vnſkylfully and inoꝛdynatly ruled 
is made the ymage of ſynne / whan it is not ruled after 
realon / loꝛ than is p ſenſualite ſynne. That other partys 
is called reaſon / and that is departed in two / in the ouer 
partye and in the nether. The ouer party is lykened tos 
man / {oz it (olde be mayſter and louerayne / and that is 
properly the ymage of god. Foz by that onely the fore 
znoweth god and loueth hym. And the nether is wkenen 


„„ 


to a woman / loꝛ it ſholde be burom to the ouer partyeot 


knowynge trulpuge of erthly thynges / loꝛ to vle them 
dilcretly after nede / to rekule them whan it is no nede 
foz to haue euer w it an eye vp warde to p ouer partye of 
realon with dꝛede r reuerence to kolowe it. Now may F 
‘faye that a ſoule p lyueth after lykynges e the luſtes of 
the llelſhe/as it were an vnltzylkul beeſt / x neyther hath 
knowynge of god /noz delyzeth vertues ne good lyuyng / 
but is all blynded in pꝛyde / krette w enuy / ouerlayde bo 
couetyle/delouled w lechery r other great lynnes / is not 
rekoꝛmed to the lykenes of god / loꝛ it lyeth ⁊ reſteth fully 
in the ymage of lynne / that is ſeulualite. An other foule 
that dꝛedeth god ⁊ agaynſtandeth deedly ſterynges of p 
| ſenſualite/⁊ koloweth them not / but lyueth realonably 
in rulynge x gouernaunce of woꝛldly thynges / & letteth 
his entent thts Wyll foꝛ to pleaſe god by his outwarde 
werkes is rekoꝛmed to the lykenes of god in fayth / and 
though he kele v lame ſteringes of lynne as v other doth 
it hall not dileale hym / loꝛ he reſteth not ĩ them as that 
other dothe. But an other foule p fleeth thaugh grace all 
deedly ſterynges of the fenfualite and benyals alfo far⸗ 
forth that he feleth them not is foꝛmed in felynge / loꝛ he 
| folowweth the ouerpartye ok reaſon in beholdynge of god 
and gooſtly thynges/as I (hall tell the after warde. 
How men that be in ſynne / loꝛſhape themlelfe in 
do dyuerſle beeſtes lpkenes / and they be called the lo 
uers of the woꝛlde. Ca. rity. 
a A wꝛetched man is he than p knoweth not p woꝛ⸗ 


5 thynes of his ſoule / ne wyll not knowe it/how it 
is the molt woꝛthyeſt creature that euer god made / out 
take an aungell whome it is lyke to hye aboue all other 
kyude bodylp / to ß whiche nothynge may luffile as full 


| 
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reſt but onely god / therfore he ſholde nothynge louene 
lyke but hym oᷣnely / noz pet coueyte noz leke but how he 


1 


myght be reformed to his lykenes / but koꝛ he knoweth 


not this / therloze he leketh e coueyteth his reſt this ly⸗ 
kynge out warde in bodyly creatures Woꝛle than hym⸗ 


ſelte is. Unkyndly he doth c vnreaſonably he werkethỹ 
leueth p ſouerayne good c euerlaſtynge lyke that is god 
vnlought t vnloued / vnknowen & vn doꝛſhypped / e cho 
leth his ret this blyſſe in a paſſynge delpte ot an erthly 
thynge. Meuertheles thus do al z louers of this wozlde 


that haue theyꝛ ioye & theyꝛ blyſſe in this wꝛetched lyke 


Some haue it in pꝛyde & vayne glory of themſelte / that 


han they haue lott p dꝛede of god / they trauayle e ſtu⸗ 
dy nyght t day how they may come to the woꝛſhyp and 
praptpug of p woꝛlde / e make no force how it be / ſo that 
they myght conte therto e ouerpaſle all meu / eyther in 
clergy oꝛ in cratte / in name oꝛ fame /in rycheſle oꝛ in reue 
rence / in loueraynte c mapſterſhyp / in hype tate c loꝛd⸗ 


ſhyp. Some men haue thep2 reſt in rychelle & in outra⸗ 


gvous behauoure of erthiy good / and let theyꝛ hertes fo 
kully to gete it that they (eke nought elle but how they 
myght come therto / lone haue thepꝛ lykynge in flelſhiy 
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luſtes of glotony c lechery / in other bodply vnclennes / 


c lome iu one thynge r ſome in an other. And thus wer 


chedly thele that do than foꝛſhape themlelfe fro p Doog- 


„ ͤ r 


thynes ol man / turne them in to dyuerle beeſtes lyͤe⸗ 
nes. The pꝛoude man is turned in to a lyon foꝛ pꝛide/ fs 


he Wold be dꝛad & woꝛſhipped of all men / that no man 


agaynſtande p kulfyllyng of his felſhly wyll / ne yther in 
Woꝛde noꝛ in dede / yl ouy man Wold let his myſpꝛoude 


Wpll he wexeth fell t wꝛoth / wyll be auenged of hym 


aS à lyon wꝛeketh hym on a lytell beeſt. This man thac 


doth thus / is no man / loꝛ he doth vnrealonabiy agapuſt 


the kynde of man / x ſo he is turned x tranlfoꝛmed in to a 
lpon. Enupous and augry men are turned in to hoũdes 
thꝛugh wrath ⁊ enuy p bꝛeketh out agaynſt theyꝛ euen 
chꝛypſtẽ / byteth them by wycked ⁊ malycyous Woꝛdes 
and greueth them that haue not trefpaced w wꝛongkull 
dedes / harmynge them in body z in loule agaynſt gods 
byddyng. Some men are koꝛſhapen in to aſles/that are 
ſlowe to the ferupce of god / euyl wylled to do ony good 
Dede to theyꝛ euen chꝛyſten / they are redy ynough foꝛ to 
renne for woꝛldly ꝓkyte c fo2 erthly woꝛſhyp/oꝛ foꝛ plea 
) fatice of an erthly man. But fo2 gooſtly mede ¢ foꝛ helpe 
ok theyꝛ owne ſoules /oꝛ foꝛ the woꝛſhyp of god /they are 
ſoone werp/they wyll not therof. And yl they ought do 
they go but a pace/⁊ w a frowarde wyll. Some are tur⸗ 
ned in to lwyne / loꝛ they be lo blynded in wyt r ſo beeſt⸗ 
A in maners that they haue no dꝛede of god / but folowe 
onely the luſtes lykynges of theyꝛ flelſhe / te haue no re 
garde to the honeſte ol man / ne foz to rule them after the 
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byddynge of reaſon / noꝛ foꝛ to refrapne p vnckylkull ſte⸗ 
rxynges of the flelſhely kynde / but as loone as a fleſſhelp 
ſterpnge cõmeth of lynne /they are redy fo2 to fall therto 
and folowe as lwyne do. Some are turned into wolues 
that lyue in rauyne / as falle couetous men do/ß thꝛugh 
maypſtry and ouerledynge robbe theyz euen chꝛyſten of 
theyꝛ Wozldly goodes. Some men are turned in to koxes 
Ads fails men c Decepuable men that lpue in trechery and 
gyle. All thele & many other mo that lyue not in dꝛede 
ot god / but bꝛeke his cõmaundementes / forthape them 
elke fro the lykenes ol god / make them lyke to beeſtes 
pe and Worle than beeſtes / for they are lpke to the fende 
Of hell. And therkoꝛe ſothly thefe men that lyue thus pf 
they be not rekoꝛmed whan the houre of dethe cõmeth / 
and the foules of them are departed fro the body / than 
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fhall theyꝛ eye be opened p is now ſtopped with lynne ? 
than ſhall they fele ¢ fynde ỹ paynes of theyꝛ wꝛetched⸗ 
nes p they lyued in here. And for as moche as p yvmage 
of god was not refoꝛmed thꝛugh v ſacramẽt ot penaũce 

in them neyther in fayth ne in kelynge here in this lyke⸗ 

they (hall be as curſed caſt out fro the bleſſed face of our 

creatour / they (hall be dampned W the deuyll in to the 

depnes of hell / there to be Wout ende. Thus layth layne 

Apoca, Johñ in thapocalipſe (Tumidis c incredulis execratis 
rit. et homicidis fozuicatoꝛibꝰ beneficts et ydolatris et oibꝰ 
medacibꝰ pars illoꝝ erit i ſtagno ardẽti igne ſulphute) 

That is /to pꝛoude mien c men ol myſbyleue / to curled € 

to men ſleers / to lecherous to couctous to poyſonets & 

Woꝛſhyppers of mawmertes / and to al falle lyers/theyx 
dwellyng (hall be w the deuyll inp pyt of hell bꝛennynge 

with fyꝛe bꝛymſtone. xf ÿ louers of thts Wolde Wolde 

oft thyuke on this how al this woꝛlde (hal paſle c dꝛawe 
to àn ende / c how all wycked lotic ſhall be harde punpe 

ſhed/they ſholde Win ſhoꝛte tyme lothe all woꝛzldly luſtes 

that they now moſt lyke / they ſholde lyft vp theyꝛ Hert 

to loue god /e they ſhold befply (eke trauayle how they 
myght ve refoꝛmed to his lykenes oꝛ they paſſe hens. 

¶ How louers of this woꝛide vnable them ĩ dyuers ma 

ners to the rekoꝛmynge of theyz owne loule. Ca. xv. 

8 Vt now layth tome of them thus. J Wolde fayne 

loue godt be a good man / foꝛſake the loue of the 

woꝛlde pf that I myght / but J haue no grace therto/yt 

eva the fame grace p a good man hath J Molde int 
e doth / but for J haue it not therfore J may not/efott — 
is not to me to wyte but Jam exculed. Unto thele men 
(ape Ithus / loth it is as they Cape p they haue no grace 
e€ thertoze they lye ſtyll in theyz (pane ct may not ryle out 

But that auapleth them not agaynſt god / koz it is they 


ecunda pats. 


moche that the lyght ol grace may not ſhyne to them /ne 
keſt in theyꝛ hertes. Foz ſome are fo frowarde that they 
Wyl no grace haue /ne they wyl no good men be / lo they 


wote Well p yl they ſholde be good men they muſt nedes 


| Aiea S neee Ca. xb. 
owne delaute. They vnable them by dyuerſe wayes fo 


fonbere the great lykynge e the luſt of this wozlde p they 


Wyll / and that may they not do. Joz it is made fo ſharpe 
and lo dzedetull to theyz thynkyng / that they lothe fo2 to 
thynke vpon it / and ſo cowardly c wꝛetchedly dwell they 
| ſtyll in thep2 ſynne. dome wold haue grace as it femeth 
| begyn to able them therto / but theyꝛ wyll is wonders 
Wepnke / loz as ſoone as ony ſterynge of ſynne commeth 
though it be cõtrary to p byddyng of god /they fall anone 
therto / fo they are fo boũde thꝛoͤugh cuſtome by ofte fals 
lng cofte aſſentyng to ſynne before that they thynke it 
um poſſyble to agaynſtande it / and fo feyned hardynes of 
perkoʒmynge Weyketh theyꝛ wyll and ſmyteth it downe 
dàͤgapne. Some allo fele ſteryng of grace / as whan they 
haue bytynge ok conſcyence for theyꝛ euyll lyuynge / and 
that they ſholde leue it but that is ſo paynkull to them x 
heuy / that they wyl not lutkre it ne abyde it / but they flee 
therkro c foꝛgete it yt they may fo karfoꝛth p they ſeke ly 
kynge c confozte out warde in fleſſhely creatures fo that 
they ſholde not fele this bytynge of conſcyence Win theyz 
ſoules. And moze ouer ſome men are fo blzded ⁊ fo beeſt⸗ 

ly/that they wene there is none other lyfe but this / ne y 
there is no ſoule other thau a beeſt / and that p ſoule ot a 
nian dyech with p body as the fouleofa beeſt / ætherkoꝛe 
| Sca.ꝑkec. 9. J. 
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Jere. Wonlde / as the pꝛophete ſayth (Sola vexatio dabit intel 
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they laye / eate toe / dꝛynze we /e make we meryhete for 


okthis lyfe we be full lure / we le none other heuẽs. Soth⸗ 


ly ſuche are wꝛetches v fay thus in theyꝛ hertes/though 
they (ape it not with theyꝛ mouth. Ol the whiche men ỹ 
pꝛophete ſayth thus ( Dixit incipiens in coꝛde fio nõ eſt 
deus) That is /the vnwyſe man layd in his herte / there 
is no god. This vnwyle man is euery wꝛetched man p 


lpueth ⁊ loueth ſynne / x choleth v loue of this woꝛlde as 


reſtokhis loule/he faith there is no god:not w his mouth 
foꝛ he wyll ſpeke ol hym ſomtyme han he fareth well 


flelſhely as it were in reuerence / whan he layth. Bleſſed 
be god. Somtyme in delpyte Dhan he is angry agaynſt 


god o2 his euen chꝛiſten / and lwereth by his bleſſed body 


Setundg pars Ca. xb. 


oz onp of his membꝛes / but he ſayth in his thought that 


there is no god / ⁊ that is eyther fox he weneth ỹ god leeth 


not his lynne / oꝛ he wyl not punylſhe it fo hard as holy 


wxpte ſayth orp he wyl foꝛgyue hym y lynneth though 
he ſe it not / oꝛ elle p there Hall no chꝛiſten man be dãpned 


do he neuer fo euyll. D2 elſe yt he faſt our ladyes faſt/oʒ 


ſape euer Daye a certayne oꝛeyſon 702 heare euerp daye 


ug 


two maſſes oꝛ thꝛe/oꝛ do a certeyn bodily dede/as it were 


inp woꝛſhyp of god/ he ſhall neuer go to hell / do he neuer 
fo moche lynne / though he foꝛſake it not / this man layth 
in his herte p there is no god / but he is vnwyle as p pros 


phete ſayth / foꝛ he ſhal fele a fynde in payne ÿ he is a god 


whome he foꝛgate & ſet nought by/but let by p welc ok p 


xxviij. lectum auditui) That is / onely payne ſhall gyue vnder⸗ 


ſtandyng / foꝛ he that knoweth not this here noꝛ wyll not 
knowe it / hall well knowe it whan he is in payne. 


¶ A lytell counſeyle how louers of this wondeſholde 
do /yk they wyll be rekoꝛmed in thepz foules before) 


they departynge hens. 


bi. 


85 Setundü pars. Ca.xvj * 
| qa men though they wote well ỹ they are out 
13 8 ot grace ⁊᷑ in decdiy ſynne / chey haue no care / ne 
ſozowe/ne thought therloꝛe/but make flelſhely myꝛth a 
Woꝛldly ſolace as moche as they may. And the farther 
they be fro grace p moze myꝛth they make / perchaunce 
lone holde them Well apayde that they haue no grace p 
they map as it were the moze fully c freiy folowethely⸗ 
bynge of flelſhly luſtes / as though god were a ſlepe and 
| myght not le them. And this is one ol p mooſt defautes 
that may be / and thus by thep2 owne frowardnes they 
ſtoppe pᷣ iyght of grace fro they owne foule it may not 
kreſt therin / the whiche grace in as moche as in it is ſhy⸗ 
neth to all gooſtly creatures redy to entre in / there it is re 
cepued / as the ſonne ſhyneth ouer all creatures bodyly / 
there it is not letted/ thus ſayth ſaynt Johũ in p goſpell. 
(Lux in tenebꝛis lucet /et tenebze ea no compzehederũt) Johã.j. 
That is /the lyght of grace ſhyneth in darknes / that is / 
to mennes hertes that are Darke thꝛugh (ynue. But the 
darknes taketh it not. That is / thele blynde hertes rez 
ceyuenot p gracyous lyght / ne haue not the profpte of it / 
but ryght as a blynde man is belapped with v lyght ol 
the lonne Whan he ſtandeth therin / & vet leeth it not / ne 
hath no profptetherof foꝛ to go therby. Nyght lo gooſtly 
à a foule blynded with deedly lynne / is all belapped with 
this gooſtly lyght / & yet he is neuer the better / for he is 
bipnded / x wyll not fe ne knowe his blyndnes / c that is 
oneofthe mooſt lettynge ol grace / that a Wretched. man 
Wyll not be a knowen ok his owne blyndnes foꝛ pꝛyde of 
hymleike / oꝛ elſe pf he knowe it/he careth not / but ma⸗ 
beth myꝛth e game as he were ouer all ſure. Therfoze 
to all thele men that are thus blynded and bounde with 
| eb cue Woꝛlde / and are foule foʒſhapen fro the 
kapꝛnes oł man / J lave teounfeple that ee on 
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theyꝛ loule / that they able them to grace as moche as 
they may / E that may they do on this Wyle pk that they 
wyll. Whar they ele themtelfe out of grace ⁊ ouerlapde 
with deedly lynne / than p they thynke what myſcheke e 
What perpll it is to them to be put out of grace ⁊ depar⸗ 
ted krom god as they be. Foz there is nothynge p holdeth 
them kro the pyt of hell that they ſholde not ryght ſoone 
fall therin but a bare lyngyll thꝛede of this bodyly lyfe 
wherby they hange / what lyghtlyer may belo than a 
ſyngyll thꝛede may be bꝛoken in two / foꝛ Were the bꝛeth 
ſtopped intheyꝛ bodycẽ that may lyghtly fal) theyꝛ ſoule 


all paſſe forth ⁊ anone be in hell without ende. And pk 


they wolde thynke thus / they ſhold quake and ſhake for 
dꝛede of the rpghtfull domes of god / cof ß harde punyl⸗ 
ſhynge of ſynne / x they ſholde make ſoꝛowe ¢ mourne fog 
theyz lynne & for lackyng of grace / ſholde than crye and 
prape that they myght haue grace / and yl they dyd thus 


than Molde grace fall in put out darknes c hardnes ok 


Hert ⁊ weykenes of Wyll / x gyue them myght ⁊ſtrength 
to foꝛſake p fals loue of this woꝛldi as moche as is Deeds 
lv fpnne. Foz there is no ſoule fo far fro god thꝛugh bye 


kednes of wyll in deedly ſynne / J out take none that ly s 
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ueth in this body of ſynne ỹ he may not thꝛugh grace be 
ryghted ⁊ reformed to clennes ot lyuyng/yl he wyl bowe 


his Wyll to god with mekenes for to amende his lyfe / 
hertely alke grace ⁊ koꝛgyuenes ot hym / and excule our 
loꝛde/⁊ fully accuſe bymfelfe. Foz holy wꝛyte ſayth (Ho 


lo moꝛtẽ peccatoꝛis:ſed magis vt conuertatur et viuat) 


That is /our loꝛde layth. Wyll not the deth of a ſynner | 


but J wyll rather that he be turned to me and lyue. Foz 


our loꝛde wyll that the mooſt frowarde man that lyueth 


koꝛchapen thꝛugh ſynne / yk he turne his wyll and ale 


grace that he be reloꝛmed to his iphenes. 


1 otHG Rh Secunda pars. 4 Ca. bij. 
¶ That reſoꝛmynge in fayth and in felpnge may not 
ſodeynly be goten but by grace and moche bodyly and 
|» Qooftly trauaple in lengthe of tyme. Ca. xvij. 
5 cr reloꝛmyng is in fayth as J haue before ſayd 
A that iyghtiy may be had. But after this cometh 
reloꝛmynge in fapth tin felynge / that may not lyghtly 
be goten but thꝛough longe trauayle æ moche belyneſſe. 
| Fox reloꝛmynge in kayth is cõmune to all cholen ſoules 
though they be in the loweſt degre ok charite. But refoꝛ⸗ 
mynge in felyng is ſpecyally of thele loules may come 
to the ſtate ot perkeccyõ/⁊ that may not ſodeynly be had / 
but ałter great plente of grace ⁊ moche gooſtly trauaple 
à loule may cõme therto/⁊ that is whan he is fyꝛſt hea⸗ 
led ok his gooſtly lycknes / c wohan all bytter paſſyons c 
llelſheiy luftes ¢ other olde felynges are bꝛente out of the 
herte with fyꝛe ol deſyze c newe gracyous kelynges are 
brought in with bꝛennynge loue c gooſtly lyght. Than 
ryght nygh hygheth a ſoule to pfeccyon ⁊ to refoꝛmynge 
in kelynge. Foz ſoth it is /ryght as a man that is brought 
nyeto deth thꝛugh bodyly ſycknes / though be receyue a 
medycyne by the whiche he is reſtoꝛed t lure of his lyke / 
he map not therfore anone ryfe vp and go to werke as a 
hole map /foꝛ 5 feblenes of his body holdeth bpm Downe 
that he muſt abyde a good whyle c kepe hym well with 
medycynes / æ dyete hym by mealure after the techynge 
ol a leche /tyll he map fully recouer bodyly heale. Nyght 
ſo gooſtly/he that is brought to gooſtly deth thꝛugh deed 
ly lynne / though he thzugh medycyne of p facrament of 
penaũce be reſtoꝛed to lyfe that he ſhall not bedampned / 
neuertheleſſe he is not anone hole of all his paſſhons and 
ok all his fleſſhely deſyꝛes ne able to contemplacyon / but 
hym behoueth to abyde a great whyle / ¢ take good hede 
ok hymleike / e rule hym lo ß hemyght recouce kull heale 
o. iij. 


ok ſoule / fo2 he hail lynger a greate whyle op that he be 
fully hole. Meuerthelelle yl that he take medycynes ol a 


good leche / c vle them in tyme w mealure ee dylcrecyon — 


he ſhal moche p looner be reſtoꝛed to his gooſtlyſtrength 
and cõme to refoꝛmynge in feipnge. Foz reloʒmynge in 
fayth is the loweſt ſtate of all cholen loules / fo2 byuethe 
that myght they not well be. But reloꝛmynge in kelyng 
is che hyeſt tate in this ivfe that the loule may come to. 


But fro the loweſt to the hye may not a ſoule ſodepniꝛ 
ſtatte no moꝛe than a man p wyll ciymbe vpon a ladder: 


hype / x letteth his fote vpon p loweſt ſtele / may at p nexte 
flee vp to p hyelt / but hym behoueth to go by pꝛoceſle one 
after an other /tyll he may cõme to p hyeſt. Nyght lo it is 
gooſtly/no man is made ſodeynly foucrapn in grace/but 


thꝛugh long exerciſe ⁊ dye werkyng of a foule may come 


therto/namely whan he helpeth and techeth a wzetched 


ſoule in whome all grace ety. For wout ſpecyal heipe = 


inwarde techynge of hym / may no foule cõme therto. 
(Che cauſe why fo ewe foules in regarde ofkthe 


multytude of other cõme to this rekoꝛmynge in 
fapth and in felynge. Ca. xviij. 
‘Sh: now layſt thou / lyth our loꝛde is ſo curteys of 


his goodnes / and ok his gracyous gyftes fo free — 


wonder it is than that fo lewe ſoules cas it ſemeth in re⸗ 
garde of the multytude ok other) may come to this retoꝛʒ⸗ 


mynge in felynge. It ſemeth that he were daũgereus / E 
that is not ſoth / oꝛ that he toke no regarde ol his crcatu⸗ 


res / the whiche by takynge of fayth are becõmehis ſer⸗ 


uauntes. Unto this J may anſwere ⁊᷑ ſape as me thyu⸗ 
keth / that one encheſon is this. Many that are retoꝛ⸗ 


med in kayth let not theyꝛ hertes ſoꝛ to pꝛoſyte in grace 


0 


ne for to eke no hyer eſtate of good lyuynge thꝛugh beſy 


krauà le in pꝛayenge and thynkyng / other bodxiy and 


e Secunda pars. Ca. xviij. 
gdoſtly werkynge / but they thynke it vnough to them to 
kepethemſelke out ok deedly ſynne / koꝛ to ſtande ſtyll in 
that plyght as they are in. Joꝛ they faye 5 it is pnough 
to them foꝛ to be ſafe æ haue 5ᷣ leeſt degre in heuen / they 
Wyl coueyte no more. Thus perchaũce doth ſome of the 
| chofen foules that lede in the Worle actyfe lyke / and that 
is lytell wonder of them. Foz they are ſo occupyed with 
Woꝛldly belynes that nedeth to be done / that they may 
not fully fet theyꝛ hertes foꝛ to pꝛofyte in gooſtly wer⸗ 
kynge. And neuertheles it is peryllous to them / foꝛ they 
) fallout all daye / and are now vp / and now downe / and 
may not cõme to the ſtablenes of good lyuynge / neuer⸗ 
theles they are ſomwhat excuſable fo2 theyꝛ eſtate of ly⸗ 
uynge. But other men & women that are free fro woꝛld⸗ 

ly belynes yf they wyll ⁊ may haue they: nedefull ſuſte⸗ 
naunce without great bodyly beſynes/Ipecially as reli⸗ 
gypous men e women map /that bynden themſelke to the 
Gate of perfeccyon bytakyng of religvon / and other men 
Allo in ſecular eſtate  hauc moche realon in great kynd⸗ 
ly wytte / and myght (yk they Wolde diſpoſe them ther⸗ 
to) cõmeto moche grace. Theſe men are moꝛe to blame / 

| forthep ſtande ſtyll as they were ydle / and Wyll not pꝛo⸗ 
pte in grace / ne in no farther ſekynge fo2 to cõme to the 
loue and the knowynge of god. Foz truly it is peryllous 
vnto a ſoule that is refoꝛmed onely in fayth / and wyll 
no moꝛe ſeke pꝛotyte / ne gyue hym belyly vnto gooſtiy 
trauaple /foꝛ he may fo lyghtly lelethat he hath/and fall 
fagayne to deedly ſynne. Foꝛ a foule map not ſtande ſtyll 
‘alwaye in one ſtate whyle that it is in the flelſhe / fo2 it 
is eyther pꝛofytynge in grace oꝛ payꝛynge of ſynne. Foz 

it fareth by hym as it dothe bya man that were dꝛawen 
out ot a pyt / and whan he were vp/he wolde no farther 
Nothan the pyttes bꝛynke. Sothly he were a very foole 


63.80 Secunda pars. Capi. 
fora lytel puffe of wynde oꝛ an buwarely ſteryng ot hym 
felfe ſholde ſoone caſt hym downe agayne Worle than he 
was beloze/neuertheleſſe yk he fice tro p bꝛynke as farre 
as he map / and go foꝛth on the erth / than though there 
cõmea Greate ſtoꝛme he is the moze ſyker / loꝛ he talleth 
not in the pyt. Ayght fo gooſtly / he that is dꝛawen out of 
the ppt ol lynne thzugh refoꝛmynge in fayth / and Whan 
he is out of deedly lynne / he thynketh hym ſelfe ture 
pnough. And therfore he wyll not pꝛolyte / but holdeth 
hym ſtyll as he is by the pyttes bꝛynke as nere as he 
map / ſothly he is not wyle. Foz at the leeſt temptacvon 
of his ennemy o2 ok his fleſſhe he falleth in to ſyuneagax 
ne. But neuertheles pk he fiee tro the pyt / that is to lape 
pk that he ſet his herte fully for to cõme to moze Graces 
and fo2 to trauaple beſyly how he may come therto / and 

gyue bpm hertely to pꝛayenge/thyukynge / c other good 
Werkes doynge / though great temptacyõs ryle agaynſt 
hym⸗/he falleth not lyghtiy to deedly lynne agayne / and 
forbly it is wonder to me / that ſythen grace is fo good g 
fo profptable/ why that a man whan he hath but a lytel 
therot / pe fo lytell p he myght no leſſe haue / that he Wol⸗ 
de ſape hoo / wyll no more of this for I haue pnougy7 
wWhan Fle a Worldly man / though he haue of Wozlidly 
good moche moꝛe than hym nedeth / pet he wyll neuer 
laye hoo / haue ynough J wyll no moze of this / but he 
Wyll coueyte more ⁊ moꝛe/⁊ trauaple all his wyttes and 
his myghtes / and neuer wyll ſtynte ol his couetyſe tyll 
he may haue no moze. Moche moze than ſholde a choles 
loule toueyte gooſtly good that is euerlaſtyng ⁊ matzeth 
a ſoule bleed / & he ſholde neuer ceafe of his coueytynge 
yt he dyd well to gete what he gete myght. Joꝛ hethat 
mooſt couepteth mooſt Hall haue. And forhiy vt he dd 
thus he ſholde pꝛolyte and ware in grace greatly. 
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¶ An other caule alſo of the lame / how wyllull bo⸗ 
dyly cuſtomes indilcretly regarded t vled / lomtyme 

hyndze loules fro felynge of moꝛe grace. Ca. xix. 
Notlher cnchelon is this / ſome meu that are re⸗ 
Lim in fapth inthe begyunynge of theyz tur⸗ 
nynge to god / let themlelte in a certeyn maner ot dopnge 
wWhecher it be bodyly oz gooſtly/and thynke cuer to kepe 
that maner ot wertzyng loꝛth / ⁊ not to chaũge it fox none 
bother that cõmeth thꝛugh grace / though it Were better / 
kon they wene that p doynge ſhold be belt fo2 them alwap 
to holde / thertoze they reſt therin / and though cuſtome 
they bynde them lo therto / that Dhan they haue fulfpl- 
led it / they thynke them wonder ui ealed. Joz they wene 
that they haue done a great thynge to god. And ꝑchaũce 
pk it fall p they be letted fro the tullome though it be for 
à ſtyltull cauſe) they be heuy angry /e haue troublyng 
ok conſcyence/as pf they had done a greate deedly ſynne. 
Thele men hyndze themlelke lomwohat from felynge of 
moꝛe Grace/fo2 they let theyꝛ perfeccion in a bodyly Wer⸗ 
ke / and fo they make an ende in the myddes of the wape 
where none ende is. Joꝛ why / bodyly cuſtomes that men 
| Dicithey2 begeupng are good / but they are but meanes 
and Wapes ledyng a ſoule to perfeccion. And therfore he 
that letteth his perkeccyon in a bodyly werke oz a gooſt⸗ 
ly wertze that he felech inp begynnynge of his turnynge 
do god / che wyll no farther leke / but euer reſt therin / he 
| hyndꝛeth hymtelke greatly. Foꝛ it is a lymple craft that 
| a pꝛentple is euer in lpke wyle in / a that can on the fp2tt . 
dae as moche of it as he can thyꝛty wynter akter / oz elle 
yk that the crafte be good lubtyll/he is of a dull wytte⸗ 
dy elſe ot an euyll wyll that ꝓfyteth not therin. But than 
it is lothe that ok all craftes that are / the ſeruyce of god 
tis the mooſt louerayne athe mooſt ſubtyll / the hygheſt 
| Sca.ꝑłec. p J. 
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and hardelk for to conte to the perkeccyon okit / x alſo it is 
mooſt pꝛotytàble c mooſt ot wynnyng to hym that ma 
ſothfaſtiy perkoꝛme it. And therfore it femeth that the 
pꝛentyles of it that are euer Jlpke farfoꝛth in lernynge / 
eyther are they dull wytted / oꝛ elle euyll wylled. J re⸗ 
pꝛeue not theſe cuſtomes 5ᷣ men ble in the ſtateok begyn⸗ 
nyng/ whether they be bodylpoꝛ gooſtly / for F faye that 
they ave full good and fpedefull for them to ble. But J 
Moly that they helde them not but as a waye z an entre 
towarde gooſtly lelyng / æthat they vled them as a coue⸗ 
nable meane tyll a better cõme / ⁊ that they in vlynge oe 
them coueyted after better / and than yl better came that 
Were moꝛe gooſtly ⁊ more dꝛawyng in the thought from 
fleſchlynes / c from the lenſualite ⁊ vayne pmaginacion?/ 
yt that Molde be letted bycauſe of theyꝛ cuſtomes/ſÿ they 
leue than theyꝛz cuſtome whan it may be left Wout lclaũ⸗ 
der o dileaſe of other / and folowe that they kele. But pt 
neyther let other / than that they vle bothe yk they map. 
I meane not of cuſtomes nedefull thzugh bonde of lawe 
o2 of rule / oꝛ of penaunce/ but of other wylkully taken. 
Thus techeth vs ö pꝛophete in p plalter/layenge thus. 

Plal. (Etenim benedictionẽ dabit legiſlatoꝛ ibũt de virtute in 

Ixxxiij. virtutem videbitur deus deoꝝ in ſyon) That is / ſothly 
the bꝛynger of the lawe {hall gyue bleſlyng/ they ſhallas 
fro vertue in to vertue / and god ok goddes ſhall be lcenin 
{port The bꝛynger of the lawe /p is our loꝛd Fel Chꝛyſt 
{hall gyue his bleſſynge / that is / he hall gyue his grace 
to his choſen foules /callyng them fro lynne / ryghtyng 
them by good werkes to his lykenes / through whiche 
grace they ſhall pꝛołyte ⁊ Ware fro vertue to vertue/tyll 
they cõme to ſyon / that is /tyll they cõme to contempla⸗ 
cyon / in the whiche they Mall le god of goddes / that is⸗ 
they Ghali le well that there is not but one god. 


5 Secunda pars. Ca. xx. 
¶ how that wu hout moche bodyly and gooſtiy 
belynelle / and without moche grace c metzenes 
foules map not be reformed in telynge / ne kepte 
therin alter they cõme therto. Ca. xx. 

Ow ſayſt thou / ipth it is fo that reſoꝛmyngein 

* fayth is ſo lowe & lo peryllous to reſt in / bycauſe 
pk dꝛede of fallyng agayne / and reſoꝛmynge in felyng is 
lo hygh € fo fure / who fo myght come therto. Than co⸗ 
Ueyteit thou to Wyte what maner trauaple were mooſt 
lpedekull to be vled / by the whiche a man myght pꝛo⸗ 
fpte in / cõme therto. Oꝛ yk there were ony certayne tra 
Ua ple on ſpecpall Dede bp the whiche a man myght cõme 
to that grace ¢ that reſoꝛmynge in lelynge. As vnto this 
IA ape thus. Thou woteſt well that what man o2 wo⸗ 
man that wyll diſpole hym to come to clennes of herte / 
and to felyng of grace /hym behoueth to haue moche tra 
«Maple great fyghtynge in wyll and in werke laſtyngly 
àgaynſt wycked ſterynges of all} heed ſynnes / not one⸗ 
Ip agapuſt pꝛyde oz enup /but agaynſt all other / With all 
the lpyces that cõme out ot them / as J haue ſapd before 
in the fyꝛſt wzytynge. Joꝛ why / palſpon Dez 
| fpres let thecl ace in cõſcyence / and 
hym behoueth alſo fo to trauaple to gete all vertues/ 
| Mot ouclp chaſtyte and abſtynence / but alfo pacyence 
and mplones / charite and mekenes / and all the other / 
and this may not be done by one maner of werke / but 
by dyuerle werkes and many / after ſondꝛy dilpoſicyons 
of men / as now pꝛayenge / now thynkynge / now wer⸗ 
kynge ome good werkes / now aflayenge them felfe in 
dyuerſe wyle / in hunger / in thurſte / in colde / and in ſuk⸗ 
ktynge ok ſhame and delpyte yk nede be / and in other bo⸗ 
dylp dileaſes foꝛ loue of vertue and ſothkaſtnes. This 
noweſt thou well / fog this redeſt thou in euery booke 
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that techeth of good lyuynge. Thus layth euery man ỹ 
Wyll ſtere mennes foules vnto the loue ok god / & fo it ſe⸗ 


meth that there is no ſpecyall trauayle ne certayne dede | 
though whiche onely a loule myght come to that grace 


but pꝛyncypaily thꝛugh grace of our loꝛde Jeſu / and by 


many dedes t great in all that he may do / yct al this is 


lytell pnough / one lbyll may be this. Foꝛ {pth our loꝛde 


Jelu hymleife is ſpecpall mapſter of this crafte /a he is 


Ipecpall leche of gooſtiy ſycknes / foꝛ without hym all is 
nought / it is therfore reaſonable that after p he techeth 


and ſtereth / lo a man to folowe t werke. But heis a ſym 
ple mayſter that can not teche his dylcyple vohple heis 


in leruynge but euer one lellon t he is an vnwyle leche 


that by one medycyne wyll heale all loꝛes. Therfoꝛe dur 
loꝛde Jelu that is fo wyle x fo good for to ſhewe his w yt 


dome and his goodnes / he techeth dyuerle leſſons to his 
diſcyples after that they pꝛokyte in they lernynge / x gy⸗ 


ueth to dyuerle ſoules fere and dyuerſe medicynes akter 


the felynge of theyꝛ lycknes. Allo an other lkyll is this / 


pk there Were ony certapne dede by the whiche a ſoule 
myght cõme to the pert᷑yte loue ot god/than ſhold a man 
wene that he myght come therto by his owne werke x 
thaugh his owne trauayle as a marchaũt cometh to his 
mede by his owne trauaple onely ⁊ by his owne werke. 
Map it is not fo gooſtly in pᷣ loue ok god for he that Wyll 
ſerue god wylely cõme top perłyte loue ot god /he ſhall 


couepte to haue none other mede but he onely. But than 
forte haue hym / map no creature delerue onely by his 


owne trauaple. for though a man myght trauaple as 
moche bodyly & gooſtly as all creatures that euer were 
myght he not delerueonely by his werkes to haue god to 


his mede / for he is ſouerayne blyſſe ¢ eudles goodies / 
paſſeth without comparplon al mennes deleruyuges /? 


9 
XX. 


— 


: ay 


\... therfore he map not be goten by no mãnes (pecpall wer⸗ 
kes as bodyly mede map/foꝛ he is fre cgyucth hymlelfe 
where he wyll c whan he wyll / neyther (oz this ne {oz p 
nethis tyme ne alter tyme / foz though a ſcule werke 
al that he can oz map al his lyłe txme/ꝑiyte loueot Jeſu 
hall he neuer haue tyll our lozde Jelu wyll lrely gyue it 
NMeuertheles on that other lyde J lay allo / hope hegy 
ueth it not but pka man werke c trauaple all that hecan 
c map / ve tyll hym thynke he may no moꝛe / oz elſe be in 
kull wyll therto yl he myght. And lo it lemeth p neyther 
grace onely without ful werkyng of a ſoule that in itis, 
ne werhyng alone without grace bꝛyngeth a loule to the 
krekoꝛʒmynge in kelynge / the whiche rekozmynge ſtandeth 
in perkyte loue and charite. But that one ioyned to that 
bother / that is grace ioyned to werkynge bꝛeaketh in to a 
ſoule the bleſled felyng of perkyte loue / the whiche grace 
map not reſt fully but on meke ſoules that be full of the 
dyede ot god. Therloꝛe may J ſape / he that hath no me⸗ 
kues / ne doth his belynes / may not come to this rekoꝛ⸗ 
mynge in kelynge / he hath not full mekenes that can not 
ele ot hymſelt iothtaſtly as he is / as thus. He that doth 
aͤll the good dedes that he can / as in kaſtynge / wakyng / 
Wearyngeokthe heare / allother ſutfryng of bodyly pes 
nauunce / oz doth al the outwarde werkes of mercy to his 
euen chꝛpſten / oz elle inwarde / as pꝛapenge / wepynge / 
ſyghynge a thynkynge / yk he reſt euer in them / lene lo 
moche to them /e regardeth them lo greatly in his owne 
Lyght /p he pꝛelumeth of his owne deleruynges / & thyn⸗ 
eth hymſelfe euer ryche ⁊ good / holy t vertuous / loth⸗ 
Ip as longe as he feleth thus/he is not meke ynough / ne 
though he laye oꝛ thynke that all p he doth is of goddes 
| 3 hymlelle / he is not pet meke ynough / foꝛ 
he may not vet make hymſelfe nazed of all his good dec 
Sed. pkec. f p. iij. 
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des / ne make hym poore ſothfaſtly in ſpꝛyte / ne kele hym 
felfe not as he is. And lothly vntyll a ſoule can feleablp 
thꝛugh grace hym ele nought / e bareyn hym kro all the 
good dedes he doth thꝛugh beholdynge of che ſothfaſt⸗ 
nes ol Jelu / he is not perkytly meke. Foꝛ What is meke⸗ 
nes but ſothkaſtnes / lothly nothynge elle. And therfore 
hethat thꝛugh grace may le Jelu how that he doth all / 
and hymlelle dothe ryght nought / but ſulfreth Jelu foꝛ 
to werke in hym what hymlyketh/heis meke. But this 


is full harde / and as it were impoſſpble ¢ vnrealonable 
to a man that werketh all by mannes realon / and teeth 

no karder koꝛ to do many good dedes / c than loꝛ to abyde 
all to Jelu / and fet bynilelfe at nought. Heuertheleſſe 


who fo myght haue a gooſtly ſyght of ſothkaſtnes 7 he 


ſholde thynke it full true and full reaſonable foꝛ to do ſo. 


And lothly he that hath this ſyght / ſhall neuer do p leſſe 
but he ſhall be tered to trauayle bodyly & gooſtiy moche 


the moze and With the better wyll. And this may be one 


caule why ſome men perauenture (wynbe a lwete and 


pyne theyꝛ wꝛetched body with outragyous penaunce — 


all thep2 lyfe tyme / and are euer lapenge oꝛeyſons & pſal 
ters æ many other bedes / pet may they not cõme to the 
gooſtly felynge okthe loue ot god / as it ſemeth that lome 
do in ſhoꝛte tyme with leſſe payne / foꝛ they haue not that 


mekenes that IJ (pake of. Alſo on that other lyde F fave 
he that doth not his beſynes that thynketh thus / Wher⸗ 
to ſholde Jtrauaple / wherto ſholde J pꝛape oꝛ thynke 


Wake oꝛ faſt / oꝛ ony other bodyly penatice do for to cõme 
to ſuche grace / ſythen it may not be goten ne had but 


onely ok the free gykte of Jelu therfore J wyll abyde in 


flelchlynes as J am / ryght nought do dt luche werkes 
bodyly ne gooſtly vntyll he gyue it. Foꝛ pé he wyl gie t 


he aſtzeth no werkynge ol me what lo that A do how 


ecunda pars, Ca. xxſ 


I ptell that J do I hail haue it. And pk he wyll not gyue 
u / trauayie I uc uer ſo talk therloze / gcte u neuer the 
looner. Ve that lapih thus / may not ic me to this relſoʒ⸗ 
mynge/ og he dzaweth hymlelte wyllully to pdelnes of 


lleiſhe / and vnableth hym vuto the gytte of grace / in as 


moche as he pulteth fro hym bothe warde werkruge 
that ſtandeth in laſtynge delyze and in longynge to Je⸗ 
lu / and out warde werkynge by trauaple oi his body in 


dut warde dedes / lo may he not haue it / therloze J lape 


he that bathe no true metzencs ne (ull hertely betpnes 
eyther uwarde onely by great ferucur and laſtynge de⸗ 
Ivʒe and bely pꝛayer and thought in god / oz elle bot he in⸗ 


warde and out warde / he map not come to this gooſtiy 
FTekozmynge of this pmage. 


An entre how a ſoule ſhall behaue her in demea⸗ 


_ s apnge and werkynge that wyll cõme io this reloꝛ⸗ 


mpuge / by enlample of a pilgrym goynge to Jeru⸗ 


laem / and of two maner ol mekenes. Ca. xxj. 
} 1 g » Cucrtheleiic for thou couepteſt to haue ſome ma⸗ 


ner werkynge / by the whiche thou myghteſt the 


karger cõme to that refoꝛmynge / J (hall lay as methyn⸗ 
«Beth bp rhe grace of our loꝛde Jelu)the ſhoꝛteſt e the res 
Dyelt helpe that J knowe in this wertzyuge / e how that 
qſhal be 3 ſhall tel the by an enlample of a good pilgrym 


on this Wyle. There was a man that wolde go to Jeru 
lalem & loz he knewe not the waye/he came to an other 


man chat he hoped knewe the waye better thyder / and 
altzed whether he myght come to that Cite. That other 
man [apd to hym that he myght not cõmethyder with⸗ 
| OUC greate dileale and moche trauayle / loꝛ the waye is 
Alonge and peryllous and full of great theues ⁊ robbers / 
and maupother greate lettynges there be that fall to a 


man in the goynge / and alſo there are many fore Mayes 
p. iiij. 
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as it lemeth ledyng th der warde. But men all dayeare 
ſlayne ⁊ delpoyled / ⁊ may not cõme to 5 lame place that 


they coueyte. Meuerth eleffe there is one waye p which e i: 


Who ſo taketh it æ holdeth it / he wyll bndertake th otk i 


ſholde cõme to that Cite of Jeruſaiem / he ſholde neu 


lele his lyfe / ne be llayne / ne dye for defaute je ſhold ofte 1 
be robbed c euyll bette/⁊ ſuffre moche difeale iu ß goyn⸗ 


ge / but his lyke ſhold be lake. Than layd the pylgrym / lo 


that J may haue my lyke late c cõmeto v place that co 
ueyte to / I care not what mylchete J lutte ingoyuge. 
Andtherkoze lapeto me what thou Wylt / ſothly J pꝛo⸗ 
myle the foꝛ to do after the. That other man antwereth 
and layth thus / loo J let the in the ryght waye / this is 
the waye/ that thou kepe p lernynge that Iteche the? 
What ſo 5 heareſt / feet / oꝛ feleſt that ſholde let the inthe 
wape/abyde not wit wylfully / tary not for it Wylfully / 


beholde it not / lyke it not / dꝛede it not / but euer go forth 


in thy waye / xthükethat thou woldeſt be at Jeruſalem 
koꝛ that thou coueyteſt/⁊ that thou delyzeſt / and noughe 
elle but that. And y men robbe the delpoplethe/ beate 
the / ſcoꝛne the / delpyle the / ſtryue not agaynſt it / yk thon 
wylte haue thy lyke / but holde the with theharmethat 
thou haſt / & go forth as nought were / that thou take no 
moꝛe harme. And alfo yt men Wyl tarp the with tales x 
kfede the with lefpnges for to dꝛawethe to myꝛthes / los 
to leue thy pylgrymage / make a deke care ⁊ antwere not 
agayne / ⁊ ſaye nought elſe but that woldeſt beat Je⸗ 
rulalem. And yk men profer the gyftes & wyll make the 
ryche w woꝛldly good / tende not to them / thynke euer on 
Jeruſalem. And yk thou wylt holde this waye e do that 
J haue ſayd / vndertakethylykethat thou ſhalt not be 
llaynt᷑ / but p (hale conte to that place that 5 coueyteſt to. 


Gooſtly to our purpole / Jeruſalem is as noche to lave 


Secunda pars- Ca. xxj. 


| 488 . peace/t betokeneth contemplacyon in per⸗ 
kypte loue of god. Foꝛ cõtemplacyon is not elle but a ſyght 


ok god whiche is very peace. Than pf thou couepte foꝛ to 


cõme to this bleſſed lyght ol bery peace / ⁊ bea true pyl⸗ 
grym to Jeruſalemwarde/though it be lo that J were 
neuer there / neuertheles as farkoꝛth as Ican J chall let 


the in the waye thyderwarde / the begynnynge ok ß hye 
wape in ð whiche thou ſhalt go / is rekoꝛmynge in kayth 
groided mekelx in the fkayth tin ỹ lawes ol holy chyꝛche 


| as J haue layd before. Joꝛ truſt furely though thou ha⸗ 
ue paned here befoꝛt / yk thou be now refoꝛmed bytheſa 
tra ment ot penaũce after the lawe ol holy chyꝛche / hann 
thou art in the ryght waye. Mow than lythen thou art 
in the ſure waye / ykthou wylte ſpede in thy goynge and 
make good journeys / the behoueth to holde thele two 

ö thunges olte in thy munen en ee 


Chou ſhalte haue p meanvnge of thele woꝛdes in thyne 


entent and in habyte of thy ſoule laſtyngly / though thou 
haue them not euer ſpecpally in thy thought / loꝛ the ne⸗ 
Beth not. Mekenes ſayth / Jam nought/ J haue. nought 
Louefapth-Z coueptenought but one / that is 

Thele two ſtrynges well fattened w the mynde o "actu 
maketh good accoꝛde in p harpeof the foule whan they 
be crattely touched with p fynger ok reaſon. Joꝛ d lower 


thou ſmpteſt vpon that one / the hyer ſowneth that other 
The leſſe thou feleſt that ÿᷣ art oꝛ haſt of thy lelfe thꝛugh 
mekenes / the moze thou coueyteſt for to haue of Jeſu in 


delyꝛe ol loue / I meane not onely of that mekenes that 
a ſoule feleth in the ſyght ol his owne ſynne for fraylnes 
and wꝛetchednes ok this lyfe / oz of p wzetchednes of his 
euen chꝛyſten. Foꝛthough this mekenes be ſothfaſt and 

medycynable/neuertheleſſe it is buyſtous ⁊ flelſhelp /as 
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in regarde not clene/ue lotte ne iouely. But J meane ale 
this mekenes that the loule feleih thꝛugh grace in iyaht 
and beholdyng ol the endles beynge and the wonder tull 
goodnes ot J eiu / vt thou mayił not le it por wuh thy 
Booſtly eyc/that thou bylcue it. Foz thaugh iyght of his 
bepuge eyther in ful tayth oꝛ in telynge / thou lat holde 
thy leite not onely the moot wzetche that is / but allo as 
nought in lubſtaunce of thy ſoule / though thou haddeſt 
neuer done lynne/ and that is louely mekenes. Joʒ in tes 
garde of Jelu that is ſothfaſtiy al / art ryght neught / 


alſo that thou thynke p thou batt ryght nought / but art 


as a veſſell > ſlandeth euer to ine as nought were therin 
as of thyſelte/foʒ do thou neuer fo many good dedes cuts 
warde oꝛ inwarde /tyll thou haue and fele that thou balk 
the loueof Jelu/thou hat ryght nought / loz with p pres 
cyous lycour onely may thy louie be tuifylled/and with 
none other / and for as moche as that thynge alone is lo 


pꝛecyous c Woꝛthy therfore what ÿ haſt/oz what iheu 


doeſt / holde it as nought ckoꝛ to reſt in) wuhe ut p iygyt 
ot p loue ot᷑ Jelu / cat it all behynde the a toꝛgete iu/ſihat 


thou myghteſt haue that v is beſt ot all. yght as a true 


pilgrym goynge to Jerulalc /leueih behy nde hym heus 
and lande / wyte c chylde / and maketh hymlelte peoze E 
bate fro all thynge p he hath, that he myght goirghuly 
without lettyng. Kyght fo pf thou wylt be a gel pyl⸗ 
grym/thou halt make thy ſelle naked fro all that phat | 
that are bot he good dedes = badde / and caſt them all be⸗ 
hyndethe / that ÿ be fo pooze in thyne owne kelyng pihere 
be nothynge of thyne owne werkynge that ÿ wyue ine 
vpon reſtyngip / but euer delyꝛynge moze grace t lcue/ e 
euer lekynge the gooſtly pꝛelence of Jelu /c yl ÿ do thus 


than (halt thou let in thyne herte fully that ỹ woldeſt be 


at Jeruſalem / x at none other place but there / ĩ that is ß 


— 2 


— 
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ſhalte fet in thyne herte hoolly fully that thou woldeſt 


nothynge haue but ; loue of Jelu tof p gooſtly ſyght of 
hym as he wyl ſhewe hym / loz to that onely art ÿ made 
aͤnd bought / æthat is thy begynnyngeſcthyne endynge/ 


thy ioye ⁊ thy blyſſe/ therkoꝛe what fo euer thou haue / 
be thou neuer lo ryche in other dedes bodyly oꝛ gooſtly / 
but pk thou haue that ⁊ knowe ⁊ fele that p att it/holde 
that ÿ haſt ryght nought, pꝛynte Well this realon in the 
meanynge of thy hert/⁊ cleue ſadly therto / it hall faue 
the kro all perylles in thy goynge / that thou ſhalte neuer 
perylſhe / c it hall ſaue the fro the theues c robbers/the 
whiche J call vnclene ſpirytes / that though they lpople 
ther beate p thꝛugh dyuerſe temptacpons/ thy lyke halt 
euer be ſate. And ſhoꝛtly yt thou kepe it as I ſhall tell the 
thou ſhalt eſcape all perylles æmyſcheues / conte to the 

Cite of Jeruſalem within ſhoꝛtetyme. How thou art in 
that waye ⁊ knoweſt what the place hyght / a whether 
thou ſhalte dꝛawe to/begyn than foꝛ to go to thy tourney. 
hy forth goynge is nought elſe but gooſtly werkynge 
dd bodyly alfo whan nede is / whiche thou ſhalt vle by 


— 


~~ 
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1 


diſcrecyõ on this wyſe / what werke that it be that thou 


halte do/after the degre tthe tate that thou ſtandeſt in 
bodyly or gaoſtly / pf it helpe this gracyous defpre that 
thou batt koꝛ to loue Jeſu / and make it moze hole / moze 
kay c moe myghty to all vertues / and to all goodnes / 
that werke holde J beſt / be it pꝛechyng / be it thynkyng / 
be it redynge / be it werkynge / as longe as that werke 
iſtrengtheth mooſt thy herte and thy Wyll to the loue of 
Jeu / & farcheſt dꝛaweth thyne affeccyon ⁊ thy thought 

fro woꝛldly vanite / it is good foz to ble it / and yk it be ſo 
that thꝛugh bie the fauour ok 5 lelleth / and the thpnketh 
another wertze fanoureth the moꝛe / thou keleſt moze 


Nate in another / tatze an other a leue that. Foz though 
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thy delpꝛe the parnynge of thy herte to Jelu ſholde be 
euer vnchaungeable / neuertheleſſe thy gooſtly Werkes 
that thou ſhalte vle in pꝛapenge oz thynkyng (oz to fede 
and nouryſſhethy delyꝛe) may be dyuerſe / and may well 
be chaunged after that thou feleſt the diſpoled thaough — 
grace in applyenge ot thyne owne herte. Joꝛ it fareth by 
werkes € by delyꝛe as it dothe by ſtyckes and by a kyꝛe / 
for the moze ſtyckes are layde to p fyꝛe /the greater is the 
fyꝛe.Ryght fo/the moze dyuerle gooſtly werkyng that a 
man Hath in his thought foꝛ to kepe hole his delyꝛe / the 
myghtyer c more bꝛennynge ſhall his delyꝛe be to god / 
and therfore loke wylely what werke thou canſt beit do 
and that mooſt helpeth to ſaue hole this delyze to Jelu / 
yk thou be kree and art not bounde but vnder the comune 
lawe / e that do. Bynde the not to wyllull cuſtomes vn⸗ 
chaungeably that ſholde let the fredome of thyne herte 
for to loue Jelu/yf grace wolde vilyte the ſpecyally. Jo? 
Ji Hail tell the whiche cuſtomes are euer good encdeful — 
to be kepte. Lo ſuche cuſtomes is euer good to holde that 
ſtandeth in getynge of vertue and lettynge ofthe lynne / 
that cuſtome ſholde neuer be lefte / foꝛ thou ſhalte euer be 
meke / pacyent / ſobꝛe and chaſte/yl thou do well / and ſo 
ol all other vertues / but the cuſtome ok another thynge 
that letteth a better / is good to leue whan tymeis / there 
à man map / as thus. pfa man haue in cuſtome to fape 
thus many bedes / oz to thynke this maner of thought 
thus longe tyme / oꝛ fo2 to Wake 02 knele thus longe / oz 
ony other Cuche bodyly dede / this cuſtome is foꝛ toleue 
ſomtyme whan reafonable caule letteth / oz elle pf moze 
grace come otherwyſe. 6 OOS OTE 
¶ Df taryenges ¢ temptacyõs that ſoules fele by therꝛ 
— ryatein theyꝛ gooſtly knowyng e goyngeto 
ſerulalem / ⁊ of remedyes agaynſt them. Ca. xxij. 


| 
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ces art thou inp waye ⁊ woteſt how ſhalte go 
now beware of ennempes p wyll be belp to let the 
ykthey map / loꝛ theyꝛ entent is to put out ok thyne hert ỹ 
delpꝛe c that longynge that ÿ haſt to pᷣ loue of Jelu / to 
dꝛyuethe home agapne to the loue ok Woꝛldly vanite / foꝛ 
there is nothynge ÿ greueth them fo moche. Thele enne 
myes are pꝛyncppallp fleſſhely delpꝛes t bayne dꝛedes p 
xyle out ot thy herte thꝛough coꝛrupcyon of thy fleſſhely 
kynde / x wolde let thy delpꝛe of the loue ol god / that they 
myght fully c reſtfully occupye thy herte. Thele are thy 
nexte ennempes. Allo other ennemyes there are / as vn⸗ 
clene Cpirptes 5 are beſy w ſleyghtes a wyles to deceyue 
the. But one remedy hale ÿ haue p J (apd before / what 


fo it be p they ſaye / byleue them not / but holde forth thy 
wWape / x onely delpre p loue of Jelu / anſwere euer thus 
Jam nought / J haue nought / J coueyte nought but 
onely p loue ot our loꝛd Jeſu. yt thyne ennempes laye to 
the fyꝛſt thus by ſterynges in hert that ỹ art not ſhꝛyuen 
aͤryght / oꝛ there is lome old lynne hyd in thyne hert that 
thou knoweſt not / ne neuer were ſhꝛyuen arpght / ⁊ther⸗ 
fore thou mutt turne home agayne ⁊ leue thy delyze c go 
ſhꝛyuethe better /byleue not this ſayenge / loz it is falle / 
for P art ſhꝛvuen truſt ſurely / ⁊ that Partin p way/ the 
nedeth no moꝛe ranlakyng of ſhꝛyfte foꝛ that 5 is paſſed. 
Molde forth thy waye e thynke on Jeruſalẽ. Allo yk they 
lape that Part not worthy to haue p loue of god / wherto 
| {halt Pcouepte chat} mapſt not haue / ne art not woꝛthy 
therto / byleue them not / but go forth x fay thus. Not for 
Jam Worthy but for J am vnwoꝛthy / therfoꝛe Wold F 
loue god / for pt I had it/that ſholde make me woꝛthy /e 
fythen J was made therto though J cholde neuer haue 
tit / vet Wyll J coueyte it/⁊ therkoꝛe wyll I pray e thynke 
| that I myght gete it. And than y thyne ennempes ep 
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thou begvneſt to Ware bolde d well wylled to thy Werke 


they begyn to Ware aterde ol the / ncuertheles they w y 
not ceate of tarpenge the whan they may / as lounge as ß 
art goynge in the wape / what woꝛede cthzetenzuge on 
that one iyde / What with tlaterynge tialie pleau ung on 
that other lyde foꝛ to make p bꝛeabe thy purpole ctuune 
home agapne/they wyll ſaye thus. pip holde lozih thp — 


delpꝛe to Jelſu fo fully trauaplyng as p begynneſt / thou 


{halt fall in to ſycknes / oꝛ in to fantalies/oꝛ in to lranlies 
as 5̊ leeſt that lome do. Oꝛ pᷣ halt fall in to pouerte c bo- 
dyly mylcheke / e no man ſhall well helpe the/oꝛ ỹ myght 
fall in to pꝛeuy temptacpons of the tende / that thou ſhalt 
not helpe thylelfe/loʒ it is wõders peryllous to onyp man 


foʒ to gyue hym fully to p loue of god e leue all p woꝛlde⸗ 
c nothynge coueyte but onely the loue of hym / loꝛ fo mas 
ny perylles may fall p a man knoweth not of /c cherlore 
turne home agapn ⁊ leue his delpꝛe / loꝛ thou ſhalt neuer 
bꝛynge it to the ende / and do as other woꝛzidly men done. 


Thus ſaye thyne ennempes / but byleue them not / but 
holde forth thy delyꝛe / and laye not elle but thou woldeſt 


— — 


— 


haue Jelu tbe at Jeruſalẽ. And pf they perceyue than 


thy wyll fo ſtronge / that thou wylte not ſpare loʒ ſynne 
ne foꝛ lycknes / fo fantalpes ne foꝛ franfpes fog doubtes 
ne for dꝛedes of gooſtly temptacyong / ſoʒ myſchete ne loꝛ 
pouerte / loꝛ lyfe ne for deth / but euer forth Wylte W one 
thynge / x nothyng but one / & makeſt a dete care to them 
as though p herde them not / & holdeſt the loꝛth ſtylliy in 
thy pꝛayer t in thyne other gooſtly werkes without ſtyn 
tynge / w dilrrecyon after coũſeyle of thy ſouerayne / oꝛ ok 
thy gooſtly father / than begyn they to be wꝛothe c to go 
à lxtell nere the / than they begyn to robbe the eto beate 
the / c do the all the ſhame they can. And that is whan 
they make that all p dedes that thou doeſtebe they neuer 
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fo wel done) are demed of other men as euyl/ e turned in 
tothe woꝛſe party. Aud what ſo euer it be that ÿ woldeſt 
haue done in helpe of thy body o2 of thy ſoule / it ſhall be 
letted oz hyndꝛed by other men / lo that yp ſhalte be put fro 
thy wyl in all thõge that thou ſkylfully coueyteſt / ⁊ this 
they do that thou ſholdeſt be ſtered to ire 02 melancoly/oꝛ 
euyll wyll agapuſt thyne euen chꝛyſten. But agaynſt all 
thele dileaſes tall other that thou mayſt fele/ vlethis re 
medy. Take Jelu inthy mynde / c angre p no moꝛe with 
them / tary not with them / but thynke on thy lellon that 
thou art nought/that p hat nought / p maiſt nought lefe 
ok erthly good / ÿ coueyteſt nought but the loue ol Fetus 
holde foꝛth thy waye to Jerulalem w thy occupacpon/x 
neuertheleſſe yt thou be taryed ſomtyme thꝛugh kraylte 
okthylelt with ſuche vneales that fall to thy bodyly lyke 
> thaugh euyll wyll of man / oz malyceok ß kende / as foone 
aàs thou maptt conte agayn to thylelte / leue of thy thyn⸗ 
kyngeok thy dileale / go foꝛth to thy werke / abyde not 
longe with them fo2 dꝛede or thyne ennempes. 
kla generall remedy agapnſt wycked ſterynges a 
pa ynkull tarpenges p fall to theyꝛ hertes ofthe flelſge 
aͤndok the woꝛlde / and ok the fende. Ca. xxiij. 
1 | Ai Md after this whan thyne ennempes fe ÿ thou 
A att fo wel wylled that ÿ art not angry noꝛ heuy 
ne wꝛothe / ne moꝛe ſtered agaynſt no creature for ought 
I" | that they may do / oꝛ kpeke agaynſt the / but letteſt thy 
| berte fully ſoꝛ to ſuffre all chat may fall/ealy o2 vneaſy/ 
pꝛaplynge oz lackynge / æthat ÿ wyite charge nothynge 
with that that thou myghteſt kepe all thy thought and 
thy delpꝛe hoolly to the loue of god / than are they moche 
àbalched. But than wyll they aſſaye p with flateryng & 
vapne pleaſynge. And that is whan that they do bꝛynge 
tothe ſyght ol thy ſdule all thy good dedes and vertues⸗ 
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and beare vpon the that all men may praple the c ipenhe 
good of thy holyneſſe / a how that all men loue the a wo z⸗ 
ſhyp the loz thy holy lyuynge. Thus do thyne cunempes 
that p ſholdeſt thyntze they layenge lothe /e haue deiyte 
in this vayne iope trelt p therin. But pi p do well thon 
chalte holde all luche taugipnge lalſhede d flaterynge ok 
thyne cunemy that profreth p to dꝛynke venym tempʒꝛed 
with hony/r therfoze refule it æ ſaye ÿ wylte not therokl | 
but thou woldeſt be at Jeruſalem. Suche lettyng thou 
ſhalte kele / oz elle other lyke / what of thy llelſhe / What ok 
the wozide / x what of the kende / mo than Imap reherle 
now. 10 a man as lige as he ſuſtreth his thought Wyle 
fully to renne aboute the woꝛzlde in beholdyng ot ſondzy 
thynges/he ꝑpceyueth kewe lettẽges. But as loone as he 
dꝛaweth all his thought x his parnynge to one thynge 
onely to haue that /to knowe that /to loue that / that is 
onely Jelu / than ſhall he wel kele many parntull lettrne 
ges / oz euery thynge p he feleth ⁊ is not that v hecouep⸗ 
teth is lettynge to hym. Therkoze J haue tolde p of ſeme 
ſpecyally ag fox example / and eueĩ moe J fay generals 
that what ſteryng that thou feleſt ol thy flelſhe oz ol the 
fende / plealaunt oꝛ paynkull /bytter og lwete/lykynge os 
dꝛedelul / gladlome oꝛ ſoꝛowtul/that wold dzawe downe 
thy thought a thy delpꝛe fro the loue of Jelu to wozidix 
vanite / c let vtterly thy gooſtly couctpte that thou haſt 
to the loue of hym / ĩthat thy hertt ſholde be occupyed W 
that ſterynge reſtyngly / let it at nought / receyue it not 

wylfully / tary not ther w to longe. But yl it be a woꝛldlx 
thynge that behoueth nedes to be done to thy felfe oz to 
thyne euen chꝛyſten / Ipede the fooue of it / & bꝛynge it to 
an ende / that it hange not on thyne hert. pk it be auother 
thynge p nedeth not / oz elle it toucheth not the / charge 
it not / iangie not therwith / ne angre the not / dꝛede it not 


* 
1 


— 
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2 it not / but ſmyte out thyne herte redyly laye thus 
A am nought / J haue nought / nought J (ebe noꝛ coz 
uuepte but the loue of Felu. Xuytte thy thought to this 
deipze ⁊ ſtrengih it / a maynteyne it With prayer c with 
other gooſtiy werkes that thou fozgete it not /and it Hail 
lede the in to thy ryght wape / a ſaue p from all perylles / 
that though thou tele them / thou ſhalt not perylſhe / and 
J hope that it Hall bꝛynge the vnto p perkyte loue ok our 
lode Jelu. Acuertheleũe on that other ſyde J laye alſo 
what werke oꝛ what ſterynge it be that may helpe thy 


delpꝛe / ſtrength it e nourylſhe it / and make thy thought 
fartheſt fro luſt ⁊ mynde of the woꝛlde moze hole e moꝛe 
8 bꝛennynge to the loue of god / whether it be pꝛapenge og 
thynkynge / ſtylnelle oꝛ ſpekynge / redynge oz hearynge⸗ 
N onelyneſie oꝛ comonynge/goynge oz ſyttynge / kepe it foz 
the tyme c werke therin as longe as ſauour laſteth. pf 
. lt be ſo that thou take ther with meet & dꝛynke & llepeas 
a pylgrm dothe / c kepe diſcrecyon in thy Werkynge ak⸗ 
ter counſeyle c oꝛdynaunce of thy ſouerayne / foꝛ haue he 
neuer fo greate haſte in his goynge / yet he wyll eate and 
dyꝛpynke d llepe. Do thou lyke Wyle / foz though it let the 
bone tyme / it ſhall foꝛther the another tyme. | 
Ok an euyll daye ca good nyght / what it meaneth 
And how the loue ofthe woꝛlde is lykened to an eupll 
dape / x the loue ok god to a good nyght. Ca. xxiiij. 
F thou Yoyit wyte than What this delyꝛe is /ſoth⸗ 
g ly it is Jeſu / koꝛ he maketh this delyꝛe in the r gy⸗ 
— it the / and he it is that deſyzeth in the / he it is that 
ts delyꝛed/he is all / he doth ali / yf thou myght fe hym. 
Thou doeſt nought but luffreſt hym werke in thy foule 
and aſſenteſt to hym with great gladnes of hert that he 
13 bouchefate to do fo in the / thou art nought elſe but 
2 reaſonable inſtrument wherin he werketh / therfore 
Sta. pꝑec. q.. 
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whan thou feleſt thy thought by touchyngeok his grace 

taken vp w delyꝛeto Jeſu with a myghty denote opt 
to pleaſe hym x loue hym / than thynke ß thou halt Jelu 
koꝛ heit is that y delyꝛeſt/beholde hym well / loꝛ hegothe 
afore p / not in bodyly lykenes / but buleably by pꝛeuy pꝛe 
fence of his myght. Therloꝛe ſe hym gooſtly pip mayſt / 
and kaſten all thy thought et thyne affeccion to hym / lo⸗ 
lowe hym wohere fo hegothe / foꝛ he ſhall lede the p ryght 
Wapeto Jeruſalem/that is the ſyght of peace æ contem⸗ 
placpoudT pus prayed p; prophete to the father of heuen 


: 


faponge thus (Emnitte luck tuam et veritatẽ tuaipfa me 
eri et add n montẽ ſanetũ tuũ et in taber⸗ 


nacula tua) That is / father ot heuen lende out thylyght 


aͤnd thy ſothfaſtnes /p is thy ſone Jelu / he ſhal lede me 


by deſyze in meto p holy hyll ⁊ in to thy tabernacles/ß is 


to the kelyng ok perkyte loue ⁊ heyght in contemplacpon. 


Okthis delyꝛe ſpeketh p pꝛophete thus (Memoꝛiale tuñ 
in deliderio aie mee. Anima mea deliderauit te in nocte: 
fed et lpũs meꝰ in pꝛecoꝛdijs meis) That is/loꝛde Jeſu 
the myndeok p is pꝛynted in delyze of my ſoule / ko my 
ſoule hath delyꝛed the in the nyght / my ſpꝛyte hath co⸗ 
ueyted the in all thynkynges / Why the pꝛophete layth 
he hath delyꝛed god all in the nyght as a tymefull ſpace 
bytwene two dayes / koꝛ whan one day is ended/another 
cõmeth not anone / but kyꝛſt cometh nyght ⁊ departeth p 
dayes ſomtyme longe ⁊ ſomtyme ſhoꝛte / and than alter 
cometh an other daye. The pꝛophete meaned not onelp 
of this maner of nyght / but he meaned a gooſtly nyght 
Thou ſhalt vnderſtande that there be two dayes oz two 
lyghtes. The kyꝛſt is a kalſe lyght / the leconde is a true 
lycht. The kalle lyght is the loue ok this woꝛlde ỹ a man 
hath in hymſelle of coꝛrupcyon ok this fleſſhe. The true 
lyght is the perkyte loue of Jelu / kelte thzugh grace ins 
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mannes ſoule. The loue of this wozlde is a falſe lyght / 
foꝛ it paſſeth awaye and laſteth not / and lo it perkozmeth 
not that that it behoteth. This lyght behyght the lende 
to Adam whan heſtered hym to yune c laydthus (Ape Geñ.iif. 
rientur oculi veſtri et eritis ſicut dij) Chat is / your even 
ſhall be opened and pe ſhall be as goddes /c he layd (othe 
there / fo whan Adam had lynned / auone his inner eye 
wWas ſparde & gooſtly lyght withdꝛawen / and his vtter 
even were opened / and he felte and lawe a newe lyght ol 
flelſhely lykyuge st woꝛldly loue that he la we not beiozes 
ànd ſo lawe hea newe daye / but this was an eu vll daye. 
) Fozthis Was it that Job waryed / whan he layd thus. 
> (ereat dies in qua natus lum) That is / peryiſhe the Job. iij. 
Ddape in the whiche J Was boꝛne. He waryed not d dage 
rennynge in the pere that god made / but he waryed that 
dape that man made / that is/the concupyſcence and the 
loueofthis wozlde / in the whiche he was bozne/though 
he felte it not. Chan this daye and this lyght he alked 
of god / that it ſholde perylſhe and no lenger laſte. But 
xlaſtynge loue of Icſu is a true daye and a blel⸗ 
ſedlygbt. Joꝛ god is both loue and lyght / he is euer⸗ 
laſtyug / as ſaynt Johũ ſayth (Qui diligit deum - manet pꝛi. Jo⸗ 
mlumine) That is to ſaye/ he that loueth god / dwelleth hã. ij. 
in the lyght. Than what man that perceyueth & teeth 
che loue of this woꝛlde falſe and faylyuge / and foz that 
he wWyll fozſake it / and ſeke the loue of Jelu. He may not 
As fore tele the loue ot hym/but he muſt abyde a whyle 
in ther. ght. For he may not ſodeynly cõme fro that one 
lyght to that other / that is as moche to fap /as from the 
loue ot the woꝛlde to the very perlyte loue of god. This 
nyght is nought elle bic a foꝛberyng ca withdꝛwaynge 
okthethought and al the loule from erthly thynges / by 
Nreate and keruent deſpꝛe and parnynge forte loue and 
| | J · ij. 
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fee fele Jeſu c gooſtly thynges. This is thenyght / for 
ryght as thenyght is darke d euer hydynge kro all body? 
ly creatures / and a reſtyng ot all bodyly dedes. Nyght ſo 
aman that ſetteth hym fully to thynke on Jelu / and to 
deſpꝛe onely the loueol hym / is bely to hyde his thought 
fro vayne beholdynge ⁊ perceyuynge / and his alfeccyon 
fro flelſhly lykynge c louynge ot all bodyly creatures /fo 
that his thought may be made free and not lubgecte / ne 
his alteccyon bounde ne pyned ne troubled in nothynge 
lower ne woꝛle than hymlelt. And pf he may do ſo/ than 
it is nyght with h /foꝛ than he is in derknes. But this 
is a good nyght and a lyght derknes / oz it is a ſtoppyng 
out ot the falſe loue ot this woꝛlde / x it is a nyghtyngokk 
the true daye / x ſothly the derker that this nyght is / the 
nerer is the true daye of the loue ol Jeſu. Sor the moꝛe 
that p ſoule may thꝛugh longyng to god be hyd fro noyſe 
and ſynne of flelſhly affeccyons and vnclene thoughtes / 
the nerer it is foꝛ to fele i lyght of the loue ol hym / lo it 
is euen at it. Thus ſemeth it that the pꝛophete meaned 
whan he ſayd thus (Cũ in tenebzis ſedeo/dominus lux 
mea eft) That is/ whan I (yt in derknes our loꝛd is mx 
lyght / that is / whan my ſoule is hyd fro all ſterynges ok 
lynne / as it were a ſlepe / than is our loꝛde my lyght / oz 
than nygheth he of his grace to ſhewe me of his lyght / 
neuertheles this nyght is ſomtyme payn full / kyꝛſt wh 
à man is very koule / and is not thꝛugh grace bled to be 
often in this derknes / but wolde fayne haue it / and ther 
fore he doth fet his thought and his deſyze togodwarde 
as moche as he may he wolde not fele noꝛthynke but on 
hym onely / and bycaule that he utay not lyghtly haue it 
therfore it is paynkull / for the cuſtome =the homelpnes 
that he hath had with (pines beloꝛe of the woꝛlde and 
of tlelſhly alfeccyong eerthly thynges / and hig fleſſheix 


g 
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dedes prees fo bpon hym / and euer lmyte in by mayſtry 
and dꝛawe downe all the ſoule to them /that he may not 


well be hyd fro them as ſoone as he wold / therkoꝛe this 
derknes is paynkull to hym / namely Whan grace tou⸗ 


cheth not haboundauntly. euerthelelſe yk it be ſo wit 


the / be not to heuy/ne ſtryue not moche as though thou 


woldeſt thꝛugh mayſtry put them out of thy thought, 


= Cn? 


ktoꝛ thou mayſt not do fo-but abyde grace / luffre ealely a 


bzeke not thylelke to moche / x llyly yl thou mayſt dꝛawe 
thy delpze æ thy gooſtly beholdynge to Jelu / as ythou 
woldeſt not care for them. Foz wyte well whan thou 
wWoldeſt deſyꝛe Jelu and onely thynke on hym / and thou 


— 


maypyſt not frely for prefpnge in ot luche woꝛldly though: 


tes / lothly thou art outwarde of the falle daye / and thou 
àͤrt entrynge in to this derknes. But thy derknes is not 
reſtfull bycauſe ot dileaſe vnconnynge and vnclenneſſe 
okthylelke / and therfore ble it ofte / and it ſhall by pꝛoceſſe 
thzꝛugh kelyng of grace be moze eaſy and moze reſtfull to 
the / and that is whan thy ſoule thꝛugh grace is made fo 
kree and fo myghty ¢ lo good / and ſo gadꝛed in to it ſelfe 
that it lyſteth not to thynke on ryght nought. Than is it 


* 


} 


ina good derknes. Chis nought FJ meane thus / that a 
ſoule may thꝛugh grace be gadꝛed in to it felfe frely and 
hoolly / not be dꝛyuen agaynſt p wyll ne dꝛawen downe 


by mayſtry for to thynke o2 lyke oꝛ loue with cleuyngeot 


Alketeyon to ony ſynne oꝛ vaynly ony erthly thynge / than 
thynketh the ſoule nought, for than thynketh it on none 


— RRR ane 


erthly thynge cleuyngly. This is a ryche nought and 


this nought and this nyght is a greate eaſe for the foule 


that delyꝛeth p loue ot Jelu. It is in eaſe as for thought 
of ony erthly thynge / neuertheleſſe it is full bely for to 
thynke vpon hym. What thynge maketh this derknes. 
Sothly nought elle but a gracyous delyze for to haue 
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theloue ol Felu. Foz that deſyze ethat longynge that it 


bath v tyme to the loue ok god toꝛ to le hym e haue hym⸗ 
dꝛyueth out of the herte au Worldly vanytees & flelſheiy 


affeccyons / & gadꝛeth the foule in to it ſelfe / occupyeth 


it onely (oz to thynke how it might come top loue ot hym 
that tyme map it freiy æ deuoutly beholde Jeſu / Moyes 


ther it wyll pꝛaye o2 thynke / and lo it bꝛyngeth it to this 
ryght nought and ſothly it is not all derke ne nought 
Whan it thynketh thus. Foꝛ though it be derke iro kalle 
ipght it is not all derke fro the true lyght / toꝛ Jelu that 
is loue ⁊ lyght is in this derbnes / whether it be payntul 
oz reſtfull /yt᷑ it be payntull / than he is in the ſoule as tra 
uaylynge in delyze c longynge to lyght / but he is not pee 


ag reſtynge in loue ne as ſhewynge his lyghe/ e therkoe 
it is called nyght e dertznes / in as moche as the loule is 
hyd fro the falſe lyght ol the woꝛlde / a hath not yet fully 


kelynge ok true lyght / but is in abydynge of that blriled 
loue of god whiche it delyꝛeth. Than pf thou Wylt pte 
whan thou art in this ſure derknes / whan not / thou 
mayſt aſſaye thus and ſeke no farther but thus / Whan 
thou feleſt thyne entent € thy Wyll fully fet koz to delpꝛe 
god /e thynke onely on hym / thou mayſt as it Were {pelt 
alke thylelke in thyne ownethought / whether p couepte 
fo2 to haue ony thynge of this lyfe foꝛ loue of it lelt / 02 fo2 
to haue p bic ot ony of thy bodyly wyttes Tony creature / 
and than yk thyne eye anlwere p thus / J wolde fe ryght 
nought / and thy mouth wolde lauour ryght nought⸗ 
and alter thyne eare / J wold heare ryght nought / thy 
body / J Wold fele ryght nought / e alter yl thy hert tape 
I wolde thynke ryght nought ok erthly thynge / neol bos 
dyly dede / ne J wolde not haue affeccyon fattened flelſh 


ix to no creatũre but onely in god e to god warde / ykthat 


Imap / and Dhan they anſwere al thus to the / xthat i 
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done kul redyly yk grace touche the / than art thou eutred 
ſomwhat into this derknes / loꝛ though thou fele x per⸗ 
tkeyue glentynges and pꝛokerynges of bapne thoughtes 
And pꝛelynge in ok llelſhly alleccyons / neuertheles thou 
art inthis ꝓfytable derknes/ykit be lo thal thy thought 
be not fied in them / koꝛ ſuche bayne ymaginacions that 
kall in p bert vnauptedly trouble this derknes / ⁊ pyneth 
the ſoule ſomwhat bycaule it Doolin be hyd fro them and 
map not / but they do not awaye the profpte of this derk⸗ 
nes / loꝛ p ſoule ſhall by that waye come to reſtfull derk⸗ 
nes / & than is this derknes reſtkull whan p ſoule is hyd 
foz a tyme fro p paynłull kelyng ok all vayne thoughtes⸗ 
1 conely is reſted in delyꝛe æ longynge to Jelu wa gooſtly 
beholdynge of hym / as it (yall be fayd alterwarde / but 
that laſteth but a whyle hole / neuertheleſle though it be 
but a ſhoꝛte tyme it is full pꝛofpłable. | 
[bow that the defpre of Jelu kelte in this lyghtſom 
derknes / lleeth all ſterynges of ſynne / and ableth the 
| 
: 


_, foule to perceyue gooſtly lyghtynges fro the heuenly 
Jerulalem that is Jelu. Ca. xxv. 
am lythen this derknes ethisnyght is good d 
* lo reſtłull though it be ſhoꝛte ſtandeth onely in 
delyꝛe ⁊ longyng to the loueol Jelu with a blynde thyn⸗ 
kuyng on hym/how good than and how bleſſedis it foꝛ to 
kele his loue / and fo2 to be illumyned with his bleſſed vn 
leable pꝛelent lyght koꝛ to fe lothfaſtnes/ß whiche lyght 
A oule receyueth whan the nyght paſſeth / and the daye 
ſpꝛyngeth. This J hope was p night that the pꝛophete 
meaned whan he layd. My ſoule hath deſyꝛed the in the 
night / as J haue before ſayd /it is moche better to be hyd 
inthis derke nyght fro beholdyng of the woꝛlde though 
it were paynkul / than fo2 to be out in kalle lykyng of this 
Wozlde / whiche ſemeth fo ſhynynge and lo cofortableto 


by. 


N Secunda pars. Cũ.xxb. 
them khaͤt are blynde in knowynge of gooſtly lyght. Fog 
whan thou art in this derknes p art moze nerer Jerula 
lem than whan thou art in myddes ot the falle iyght / 
therkoꝛe apply thyne herte fully to the ſterynge of grace / 
and vle to dwell in this derknes / e be often aflapenge to 
be homelp therin / it Mall loone be made reſtlull to the / 
€ the true lyght ol gooſtly knowynge ſhall [pꝛynge to the 
not all at ones but pꝛyuely by lytell ⁊ lytell as p pꝛophete 


Elaie ſlapth ( Inhabitantibꝰ in regione vmbꝛe moꝛtis:lux oꝛta 


eft eis) That is / to p dwellynge in p coũtre of p ſhadowe 
of deth / lyght was ſpꝛöge / that is / lyght of grace ſpꝛage 
and (hall lpꝛynge to all them p can dwell in p ſhadowe of 
deth / that is in this derknes p is lyke to deth / oz as deth 


lleeth alpupng body tall fleiſhly felynges of it /ryght ſo 


deſyꝛe to loue Jelu felte in his derknes / lleeth all lunes 
all tleſſhly affeccyons tat vnclene thoughtes foꝛ p tyme / 
and than nygheſt thou faſt to Jerulalem / thou art not 
pet at it / but by {mall ſodeyn lyghtynges that ſhyne out 
thzugh (niall caues from that cite /mapit p ſe it tro farre 
oꝛ that thou conte therto. Foꝛ wyte thou wel though that 
thy ſoule be in this reſtfull derknes without troublynge 
ok woꝛldly vanytees / it is not pet there it ſholde be / it is 
not yet clothed all in lyght ne turned all in to fyꝛe of loue / 
but it keleth wel p there is ſomwhat aboue it leife that it 
knoweth not ne bath not pet / but wolde haue it/ e bꝛen⸗ 
nyngly delpꝛeth it / e that is nought elfe but the lyght ok 
Ferufalem wout foꝛth the whiche is lyke to a cite pᷣ the 
pꝛophete Ezechiell fawe in his vilyong/he ſayth that he 
lawe a cite ſet vpon a hyll holdyng to p ſouth / that to his 
ſyght whan it was metten was no moze of lengthe cot 
bꝛedethan a rodde ỹ was. vj. tubytes ta palme ot length 
but as ſoone as he was brought in to p cite & loked about 
hym/than thought he that it was wonders moche / lo 


Secunda pars. Ca. xxvf. 
be as many halles c chaumbꝛes bothe open e preup, 
he ſawe gates c poʒches vttei warde & inner warde / and 
moche moze buyidynge than J lawe nowon length e on 
byꝛede many hondꝛed cubytes/ than was this wonder to 
hym how this cite was lo longe c ſo large within / that 
was lo lyteil to his ſyght whan he was wout. This cite 
vetokeneth the perkyte loue ot god let in p hyll of contem 
i placponihe whiche to the lyght of a ſoule p without the 
telynge of it trauapleth inp delyꝛe to warde ſemeth ſam⸗ 
what / but it ſemeth but a lptell thynge / no moze than a 
rodde that is. vj. cubytes a palme ołlength. By. vj.cu⸗ 
bytes ave vnderſtand the perfeccyonof mannes werke. 
And by the palme a lptell touchyng of cotcmplacpon, Be. 
ſeeth well ÿ there is luche a thynge ÿ palleth p delerte of 
althe werkyng of man as lytel as the palme paſleth the 

lpxe cubytes / hut he ſeeth not within What it is / neuer⸗ 
theleſſe yl he may cõme within the cite ol cötemplacion / 
er dothe he le moche moze than he lawe fyꝛzſt. 
(Dow a man ſhall knowe falle illumynacyons fay- 
ned by the fende fro the true lyght of knowynge that 
cometh out o Jelu / by what token. Ca. xxvß. 
Bx now beware ol myddaye fende that fayneth © 
lyght as it came out of Jeruſalem / is not lo / foꝛ 
ö the tende leeth ỹ our loꝛde Jelu ſheweth lyght to his lo⸗ 
| Nees of ſothfaltnes / therfode in the deceyuyng of them ö 
aͤre vnwyle he ſheweth a lyght pts not true vnder colour 
| of atruelyght and deceyueth them /neuerthelelle how a 
ſoule may knowe ỹ lyght of ſothfaſtnes whan it Hpneth 
| krom god / e whan it is fayned thꝛugh p ennemy / J (hall 
ape as me thynketh by an enſlample of the firmament. 
Somtyme p tirmamẽt ſheweth a lyght fro the ſonne / t 
femeth p ſonne xis not / ⁊ ſonityme ſhewethỹ true ſonne 
truly. aa ger ofthat one krom ÿ other is this. The 
a.pfec, — tf. 


33 BD Secunda pars. Ca.xx bj. 
fapned ſonne ſheweth hym not but bytwene two blache 
rayny clowdes. Than bycaule 5ᷣ ſonne is nere there ſhy⸗ 
neth out fro the clowdes a lyght as it were a ſonne / is 
none. But the true foune ſheweth hym whan the firma⸗ 
ment is clere oꝛ moche clered fro p blacke clowdes. Now 
to our purpoſe/ſome men as it ſemeth foꝛſaketh the loue 
of the woꝛlde e wolde come to v loue of god ⁊ to the lyght 
of vnderſtandynge ol hym. But they that wyll not come 
thꝛugh this derknes that J haue (poben of beloꝛe / they 
Wyll not knowethemlelke truly nemekelp what they ha 
ue ben bekoꝛe/ne what they are pet thꝛugh ſynne / ne how 
nought they are in theyꝛ owne kynde agaynſt god / they 
are not befy for to entre in to themſelfe all other thynges 
outwardly lefte / ⁊ flee all wycked ſterynges that ryle in 
theyꝛ hertes ol pꝛyde / enuy/ire / oz other lynnes thꝛugh 
laſtynge deſyꝛe to Jelu / in pꝛapenge ⁊ in thynkynge / in 
ſcylence ⁊ in wWepynge / & in other bodyly & gooſtly exer⸗ 
ciſe / as deuout men & holy men haue done. But as ſoone 
as they haue foꝛſaken the woꝛlde as it were out warde 
in lykyng/oꝛ elfe ſoone after they wene that they are hos 
ly table to haue the gooſtly vnderſtandynge ok ð gofpell 
and of holy wꝛyte / namely pf they may kulkyll letter 
the cõmaundementes of god / and kepe them fro bodylx. 
ſynnes / than they wene that they loue god perkytly / and 
therfore they wyl anone pꝛeche x teche all other men / as 
yf they had receyued grace of vnderſtandynge in perkec⸗ 
cyon of charite thꝛugh ſpecyall gyfte of p holy gooſt / and 
alfathey are moche moze ſtered for as moche as they kele 
ſomtyme moche knowyng / as it were ſodeynly gyuen to 
them without greate ſtudy before had /⁊ alſo moche fer⸗ 
uour of loue as it ſemeth for to pꝛeche trouth and rught⸗ 
wylnes to theyꝛ euen chꝛyſten / therfoꝛe they holde itas 
a grace of god that vilyteth them with his bleſſed lyght 


| 


} 


cn i Secunda pars Ca. xx bj. 
before other ſoules. Meuertheleſle pk they wyll loke well 
aboute them they ſhall fynde p this lyght ot knowyng ⁊ 


the hete p they tele cometh not ot the true lonne / ÿ is our 


loꝛde J elu / but it cometh trop myddaye fende p tapueth 
lyght c iyteneth hym to p lonne / and therfore ſhall he be 


knowen by example before layd. Lyght of connynge is 


fayued by p fendeto a derke ſoule is ſhewed byl wene two 


0 


| Blacke rapny clowdes/the ouer clowde is pꝛeſlumpcion & 


hyghynge of themleite /p nether clowde is a downe put⸗ 
typug ta iowyng of his tuen chꝛyſten. Than what lyght 
ol znowyng oꝛ telyng of feruour p it be that ſhyneth to a 
ſoule w pꝛelumpcyon c hyghynge of it lelfe ¢ dildeyn of 


his euen chꝛyſte p lame tyme keled / it is no lyght ol grace 
gpuen ofthe holy gooſt / though the knowynge in it felfe 


Were ſothlaſt / but it is eyther ol the fende (yl it cõme ſo⸗ 


Deynly) oz eiſe of manes owne wytte /t it cõme by ſtudy 
And ſo it may wel be knowenÿ this fayned lyght of kno 
wWyug is not p lyght of p true ſonne/therkoꝛe they p haue 


this znowynge on this maner are full ot gooſtly pꝛyde c 


e it not / they are fo blynde w this fayned iyght that they 


holde p hyghnes of theyz owne herte the vnbuxomnes 
to the lawes of holy chyꝛche as it were perkytemekenes 
to the goſpell e to the lawes of god/ they wene that the 
folowpnge of theyzowne wyll Were fredome of ſpꝛyte / x 
therfore they begyn to rayne as blacke cloudes water of 
ettours t herelyes / foꝛ d woꝛdes that they ſhewe by pre 


chynge fone all to backbytyng and to ſtryuynge and to 


diſcoꝛde makyng/repꝛeuynge of ſtates and of perſones / 

and pet faye they that all this is charite æ zele ot ryght⸗ 

wylnes. But it is not ſothe / foꝛ ſaynt Janies the apoſtle 

ſayth thus (Ubi enim zelus et contentio ibi incõſtantia 

et omne opus pꝛauum. on eft ſapientia hec deſurſum 

delcendens a patre luminũ: (ed elt terrena aĩalis et dia 
r.ij. 


fal. 
rb). 


mö. 
lity, 


Secunda pars. Ca. xx vj. 


volica) Th fit is / Where lo enuy is and chydyng/there is 


vnſtablenes tall euyll werkes / Itherloꝛe p conuynge ß 
bꝛyngeth forth ſuche lynnes cõmeth not from p kather or 
waht pts god / but it is erthly / beelbly c fendly. And ſo by 
thele tokens /p are pꝛyde / pꝛelumpcyon / vnburomnes / 
indignacpon / backbytynge other luche ſynnes / foꝛ bo 
thele p folowe after may the kayned lyght be knowen kro 
thetrue. For the true ſonne ſhyneth ⁊ ſheweth hym not 
by ſpecyall vilytacvon to gyue lyght of vnderſtandynge 
o2 perkyte charite to a loule but the firmoment be kyzſt 
made bꝛyght ⁊ clere fro cloudes / that is / but y the con⸗ 
ſcyence be made clene thꝛugh fyꝛe ol bꝛennynge delpꝛe to 
Felt iu this derknes the whiche waſteth x bꝛenneth all 
Wycked ſterynges ol pꝛyde / vaynglozy / ire / enuy/and all 


other lynnes in the loule / as the pꝛophete layth (Fans 


ante ipſum pꝛecedet ⁊ inllammabit in circuitu inimnicos 
eius) Fyre ſhall go before hym / that is to ſape /delpꝛe of 


loue ſhall go befoꝛe Jelu in mãnes ſoule / it Hat bꝛenne 
al his ennempes / that is / it (hall waſte al fynnes for but 


pfafoule be kyꝛſt ſmytten downe kro the heyght ok it elfe 


by degree mekenes / ⁊ be well examyned x bent in this 
fyze of delyꝛe / xas it were purpfped fro all gooſtly fylthe 


by longe tyme in deuoute pꝛapers c other gooſtly exer⸗ 


coles At is not able to fuffre the ſhynyng of gooſtly lyght 


ne to receyue P pꝛecyous lycour of p perkyte loue of Jeſu 
but whan it is puryfyed ⁊ made ſubtyll thꝛugh the kfyꝛe 


than may it receyue the gracyous lyght of gooſtlydnow⸗ 


page tthe perkeccyon okloue / that is a true ſonne. Thus 


fayth holy wzyte (Vobis qͥ timetis deũ oziet᷑ fol iuſticie 


ö 
0 
| 
‘ 


The true fonneof ryghtwylnes p is our loꝛd Jelu)ſhall 
ſpꝛynge to you that dꝛede hym / that isto mee loules p 


meke themlelf vnder they euen chꝛyſten byknowyngol 
theyz owne wzetchednes / T caſt thenrlelfe done vnder 


1 
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AR Cs an Secunda pars. Ca. xx bj. 
god / be nothynge of themlelke in theyꝛ owne lubſtaunce 
| .thaugh reuerente/dzede / and gooſtiy beholdynge ol hym 
luaſtyuglp / foꝛ that is p pertyte mekenes / vnto thele lou⸗ 

les the true lonne ſhall ſpꝛynge eulumpne theyꝛ reaſon 
in knowynge of lothfaſtnes /e kendeleth theyz alteccyon 
in bꝛennynge of loue /and than Hall they bothe bꝛenne e 
ſhypue / they chall thꝛugh the vertue of this heuenly ſonne 
bꝛenne in perfpre loue / and ſhyne in knowyng of ged and 
gooſtly thynges / fo2 than they are reformed in telpnge. 

Cherkoꝛe he that wyl not be deceyued / J hope it is good 

to hym to dꝛawe dolore hymlelke / and hyde hym in this 
derknes. Fyꝛſt from entermetynge of other men / as J 
haue ſayd/and forgete all p woꝛlde cpf that he may) and 
folowe Jeſu with laſtynge deſpꝛe offred in prayers and 
thynkynge on hym. Than J byleue that the lyght that 
kometh after this derknes is luthe and lol hfaſt / e that 
it ſhyneth on the Cite of Jerulalem from the true lonne 
to 4 ſoule that trauapleth in derknes / and cryeth after — 
iyght for to ſhewe it the ryght wape / and confoste it in 
trauaple. Sor I hope after true derknes before cometh 
neuer fapned lyght / that is to laye / yl that a man tru⸗ 

p and fully fet hym to foꝛſake the loue of the wozlde / and 
map thꝛugh grace come to felynge x knowynge of hym 
kelke. And yk he holde hym mekelß in that felyng / he thal 
not be decepued with no erroures tioz herelpes / ne with 
fantaſpes.Joꝛ alt thete come by the gate ok pꝛyde. Than 

yk that pꝛyde may be ſtopped out / than there (hall no lu⸗ 
che lynne ret in a foie. And though that they come and 
pꝛoker them / they ſhall not entre. Foꝛ grace that the foule 
keleth in this meke derknes / ſhall teche the foule foth- 
kaſtnes and ſhewe to hym that al luche pꝛokerynges are 


7 * ** 2 1 


betcheennempes. ee eee 
Cho 2 pfyte it is to a foule to be bꝛought thzugh 


tec. ij. 


Secunda 


* * 


Ca. xx viſ. 


grate in to Iyghtſome derünes /and hob a man fall 


dilpole hym pk he wyll cõöme therto. Ca. xx bij. 
Nen are many deuout loules that thꝛugh grace 


Acme intothis derknes and kele the üönowyng ok 


themlelke / and vet watethey not fully what it is / x that 
vnknowpnge in partye hyndꝛech them. They kele well 
olten they tljought and theyꝛ atkeccyon dꝛawen out and 
Departed fro the mynde ok erthly thynges / and bꝛought 


in to great reſt ot a delectable ſoktnes / Without paynkull 


troublynge of vayne thoughtes oꝛ ok theyꝛ bodyly wyt⸗ 
tes / they fele ỹ tyme lo great kredome of lpiryte /ÿ they 
may thynke on Jelu peatpbly / offre they plalmes x 
pꝛapers myghtyly / lauourly c lwetely to hym / as longe 
as fraylte of bodyly kynde may luffre it / they wote well 


that this felynge is good / but they wote not what it is / 
therfore vnto al luche ſoules J lay as me thynketh / that 
this maner ok kelyng though it be but ſhoꝛte a leldome 
it is ſoth faſtly this derknes that J peke ok / oz it is a fe⸗ 


lyng of themſell fyꝛſt/ a ryling aboue themſelke thzugh 


bzennyng delpꝛze to the lyght ol Jelu. Oꝛ elſe (yt J hall 
faye moꝛe ſothly) this gracyous feling is a gooſtiy ſyght 
ol Jelſu. And yk they may kepe them in p reſt / oz bzynge 
it thꝛugh grace in to à cuſtome / ſo p they myght lyghtiy 


and krely haue it whan them lyſt / ⁊ hold them in it / hep 


ſholde neuer be ouercõme by temptacyons ok ð fende / ne 
of the flelſhe ne by erroures ne hereſyes / loz they are let 


in the gate of cõtemplacyon able and redy koꝛ to receyue 


the perkyte loue of Jeſu. Therfoꝛe hep hath it / it is good 


that he knowe it mekely / kepe it tenderly / and purlue it 


keruently / that no creature let hym vtterly fro it /that he 


ne folowe it whan he may. And that he foꝛgete and ſet at 


nought all thynge p holm put hym wa aga tres : 


. 


of hymlelfe e may do what he wyll/ without ſclaũder oz 


‘ 
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dileaſeot his euenchꝛyſtẽ. o: methynketh that he may 
not cõme to this reſt ipghtly but yl he haue great plente 
of grace / let hym foꝛ to tolo we after p ſlerynge of grace 
that ought he to do / loꝛ grace Wyll cer be fite/name⸗ 
ip tro ſynne a Woꝛldlp belynes / ſtem all other thynges 
that lette the werkynge ot it / though they are no lynne. 
Reuertheleſle an other loule that hath not vet recepucd 
thts kulnes of grace /yt he delyꝛe to cõme to this gooſtly 
znowynge ot Jelu / as moche as in hym is he mut able 
hymleite to it/æ put away al lettynges p ſtoppe grace as 
mocheas he map. He muſt lerne to dye to p woꝛide & foz⸗ 
lake pᷣ loue of it truly. Iyꝛſt pꝛyde bodyly c gooſtly / that 
he delpꝛe no Wozchip / woꝛldly cõnyng / ne woꝛldlpcrafte 
benelptes ne tycheſſe / pꝛecyous clothynge / noꝛ Wozldlp 
Ara pe /ne nochynge where though he ſholde be wozſhyp⸗ 
ped aboue other men. He ſhall couepte none of ali thele / 
but yf they be put vpon hym / take them w dꝛede / ſo that 
he be pooze bothe out warde and in warde / oz elſe fully in⸗ 
warde in herte / and that he coueyte loꝛ to be fozgoten of 
the wozlde/that meu regarde hym no moze (be he neuer 
lo ryche ne ſo connynge) than pooꝛeſt man that lyueth. 
Alo that he ſuffre not his herte to reſt in btholdyngeof 
his one dedeg / oꝛ in his owne vertues / wenynge that 
he doth better than an other / lo he forfaketh the Woꝛlde 
and other do not ſo / therfore ſetteth well by hymfetfe. 
Allo he mutt leue all rylynge ok herte / and all euyll of tre 
And enuy agapuſt his euen ehzyſten / and that he oleate 
no man / noz anger hym vnckylkully in woꝛde noꝛ pet in 
dede/noꝛ gyue ony man ony caufe where thꝛugh that he 
myght ckylfully be angred oꝛ ſtered / lo eee tbe. 
free from euery man. And allo that he fortabe all cotic: 


* . 


tyler and that he coucpterpaht nought ok erthly 


re PO GL RI LAI THI es odes - 
but ontiꝝ athe his bodply luſtenaunce that hym nedeth 
Elly 
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and holdeth hym payde whan god ſtereth other men to 
gyue hym. And that he put no maner ok truſt in hauour 
ofony woꝛldly good / ne in helpe oꝛ fauour ok ony World: 
ly krende / but pꝛyncypallp and fully in god. Foz vt he do 
otherwyle / he byndeth hymbelke to the wozlde / and thers 
fore he may not be kree for to thyke on Jelu. And allo glo 
tony and lechery and all other fleſſhly buclennes vtterly 
he mutt leue / that the atteccyon be bounde to no woman 
by flelſhely homelpnelſe. Foz it is no doubte that luche 
blynde loue that is ſomtyme bytwene a man and a wo⸗ 
man / and lemeth good and honeſt foꝛ as moche as they 
wolde not {pune in dede / in the ſyght of god is full vn⸗ 
clene ta very greate lynne. Foz it is a great ſynne that a 
man ſhall Cuffce his alfeccyon that ſholde be faſteued to 
Jelu and to all vertues c to all goaſtly clennes foꝛ to be 
bounde with ony flelſhly loue of ony ereature wylfully⸗ 
namely pt it be lo moche that it bereth dowue p. thought 
and maketh it vnreſtfull / that he may haue no ſauour in 
god. Thus J holde it wyl fully that a man dothe it and 
layth it is lynne / oz elſe is ſo blynded with it / that he wyl 
not le it. Ind allo p; a man coueyte not delytes ot meates 
and dꝛynkes onely foꝛ luſt of his fleſſhe / unt holde hym 
payde with ſuche meate as he may eaſely haue without 
greate belpnes / namely pf he be hole what meate it beß 
wWyll do away hunger / ⁊ kepe p body incõmune ſtrength 

vnto p ſeruyce of. god. And that he grutehe not ne ſtryue 
not / ne angre not hymſelfe for his meate / though hebe 
ſomtyme not lerued as 5 flelſhe Molde. All thele fynneg 
and all other mult be forfaken vtterly in his wyll and in 
dede whan he may / gother thynges that letteth hym⸗ 
fo that he may 1 to thynze — ea — 
Fa aslongeasthele 5 and ſliche other hange 

vpon e e tothe woꝛide⸗ come inte, 


> ——— 


1421.5 Hecunda pars. Ca. xx bij. 
this derknes of knowyng ok hymlelke. And therkoꝛe that 
he myght come therto / he muſt do all thele as dyd laynt 
Bonne thus (Michi mundus crucitixus eſt: et Gala. v. 
ego mundo) This woꝛlde is ſlayne and crucikyed to me / 
and I to the woꝛzlde / that is / he that bath foꝛlaken the 
loue ok the woꝛlde in woꝛſhyppes and rychelſle / and in al 
other woꝛldly thynges before ſaydꝰ foꝛ the loue of god, 
loueth not it / ne purlueth not it / but is well apayde that 
he hath ryght nought ok it / ne wolde haue / though he 
myght / ſothly to hym the woꝛlde is deed / foꝛ he hath no 
fauoure noꝛ delyte therin. Allo ykthe woꝛlde let hym at 
nought and bath no regarde to hym / ne fauour ne woz⸗ 
ſhip /ne let no pꝛyce by hym / but foꝛgeteth hym as a deed 
man / than is he deed to the woꝛlde. And in this plyght 
was laynt Poule let perkytly/and fo mult another man 
in partye that wolde folowe and cõmeto the perkyte loue 
of god. Foz he may not lyue to god fully but pf he dye 
tyꝛſt to the woꝛlde. This dyenge to the woꝛlde is this 
derknes / and it is the gate of contemplacyon and to re⸗ 
fozmynge in kelynge / and none other than this. There 
may be many ſondꝛy wayes and ſoze werkes lettynge e 
ledynge londꝛy ſoules to cõtemplacyon / foꝛ after dyuerſe 
ö dilpolynges of men / and after foundry ſtates / as are reli⸗ 


— i i mn ĩ — VU . ee lis 
——ü— .. — — — 


. ee 


— — 


r 


baus and chat he may fele hymkelfe What heis'lothle 
he is nat yet come to the relozmynge in kelynge / ne hath 


ala. iij. faynt Poule ſpcketh thus ( Moꝛtui ent eltis / et bita ve⸗ 


| ; Secunda pars. _ Carrdify 
not fully contemplacyon /he is full farretherfro / yl he 
wyll come by ou gate/he is but a thele a bꝛeket ot ige 
Wall / a thertoꝛe as vnwoꝛthy he ſhall be caſt out. But he 
that can bꝛynge hym felfe tyꝛſt to nought thzugh grace 


of metzenes / and dye on this maner / he is in the gate / loz 
he is Deed to the woꝛlde / c he lyueth to god. Ok p whiche 


&ra abſcondita eff cum Chꝛiſto in deo) Pe are deed/that 
is to ſaye / ye that foꝛ the loue of god foꝛſake all the loue 
of the woꝛlde / are deed to the wozlde with Chꝛyſt in god 
that is / ye lyue gooſtly in the loue of Jeſu / but pour lple 
is hydde from Worldly men as Chꝛylt lyueth a is hydde 
in his godhede from the loue and the lyght of flelſhelx 


louers. This gate our loꝛde hymſelke ſhewed in the gol⸗ | 


MPath.-pell whan helaydthus (Omnis qui reliquerit patrent 
aut matrem/fratrem aut ſoꝛoꝛem pꝛopter me /centuplmũm 


xitij. 


accipiet: et bitam eternam poſſidebit) Euery man that 
forfaketh foz my loue father oꝛ mother / {piter oz bzother 
oʒ ony goodes erthly / he ſhall haue an hondꝛeth folde in i 


this tpfevand afterwarde the blyſſe of heuen. Chis hon⸗ 


dꝛeth folde that a ſoule ſhall haue pf he forlakep wozlde 
is nought elle but the ꝓkyte of this lyghty derknes / the 
whiche F call the gate of contemplacyon. For he that is 
in this derknes and is hydde thꝛugh grace kro Wozldlp 
vanite / he coueyteth nought ol woꝛldly good / he ſeketh 
it not / he is not taryed ther with / he loketh not alter it 
he loueth it not. And therfore hath he an hondꝛeth ſolde 


moꝛe than 5ᷣ kynge / oꝛ than he hath p coueyteth mooſt of 


erthly good / foꝛ he that nought coueyteth but Jelu hath 
an hondꝛeth folde. Foz he hath moze reſt / moze peace in 


gerte / moꝛe very louie z delpte in foute in one da pe than 


hethat mooſt couepteth ofthe Wolde “and hath all the 


weleof t nder his welth in allhisIpferyme CHS” 
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than a good derknes and a ryche nought that bꝛyngeth 


afoule to fo moche gooſtly cate and fo ſtyll a ſoktnes. Ff 
trowe Baupd meaned of this nyght / oꝛ of this nought 


Wuhan he ſaydthus (Ad nichilũ redactus ſum c neſciui) 


That is to laye / Was brought to nought / and J wyſt 
it not / that is/the grace of our loꝛde Fela Chꝛyſt lente in 
to iny herte /hath ſlapne in me and brought to nought 
all the loue of this deceyuable and wꝛetched woꝛlde / and 


A coude not tell after what maner / for thꝛugh no wer⸗ 
kyngeok mp felfe-ne by myne owne wytte J haue it not 


but of the grace of our loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛyſt. And therfore 
methynketh he that wyll haue the lyght of grace and 
fullomiy fele p loue of Jelu Chꝛyſt in his loule / he muſt 


toꝛſae all the falſe lyght of woꝛldly loue / and abyde in 
this derknes. And neuertheles yk he be adꝛad kyꝛſt foꝛ to 


dwell therin / turne not agayne to the loue of the wozlde 


but luffre a whyle / let hym put all his hope æ his truſt 


in Felu Chꝛyſt / and he ſhall not lenge be without ſome 
gooſtly lyght. Thus byddeth the pꝛophete (Qui am⸗ 


bulat in tenebꝛis et non eff lumen ei: ſperet in domino et 


inuitatur ſuper deum ſuum) Who fo gothe in derknes 
and hath uo lyght / that is / who fo wyll hyde hym from 
the loueothe woꝛlde / and may not redyly fele the lyght 


ok gooſtly loue / delpayꝛe not / noꝛ turne not agayne to 


the Woꝛlde / but hope in our lozde Jeſu Chꝑyſt and lene 
vpon hym / that is /truſt in our loꝛde god / and cleue to 
hym by deſyꝛe / and abyde a vohyle t he hall haue lyght. 
Foz it fallech therby as it doch yfa man had ben a greate 
Whyle in the ſonne / and after that cõmeth ſodeynly in to 


fat, 


Elai.x. 


à derke hous there as no forme ſhyneth / he ſholde beas 


he were blynde and ſe ryght nought. But yr he wolde 
abyde a whyle/he myght foone Ce about hym / firſt great 


thynges aud after (mall aud after all that euer there is 


Scecunda pars. Ca. xx bil. 
in the hous. Nyght lo it is gooſtly / he that loꝛlatzech the 
loue of the woꝛlde / & cõmeth to hymleike in to his owe 
cofcpenceAt is fir derke lomwhat a blynde to his lyght 


but yk he ſtande fp holde forth with betp pꝛaytuge e 


often thynkyng of ð fame wyll to p loue ol Jelu / he (halt 
le afterwarde gteat thynges x lmall that he fyꝛſt knewe 
not. Thus it ſemeth the ꝓphete behyght / lapenge thus 
(Oꝛietur in tenebꝛis lux tua ⁊tenebꝛe tue erut ſicut me⸗ 


ridies et requiẽ da bit tibi dũs De? tuus et implebit aĩam 


fate 
rlby. 


tuã ſplendoʒibus) That is/iyght Hall [pꝛynge to the in 
derknes / that is/thou that forlabelt ſothfaſtly the lyght 
of all Worldly loue / and hydeſt thy thought in this derk⸗ 
nes / loght of bleſſed loue c gooſtly knowynge of god ſhall 
ſpꝛynge to the / thy derknes ſhall be as myddap /that is 
the derknes of trauaylynge delyꝛe / thy blynde truſt in 
god that thou haſt fyzſt (hall turne in to clere knowyng e 
in to lurenes of loue /⁊ thy loꝛde god ſhall gyue reſt tothe 
that is thy flelſſhely deſyꝛes and thy paynkull dꝛedes and 


doubtes c wycked ſpirytes that haue cötynually before 


tyme trauayled the / au thele ſhall weyke d tele moche ol 
theyz myght / e thou ſhalte be made fo ſtronge that they 
ſhall not hurte the / koꝛ thou ſhalt be hyd in reſt kro them / 
and than ſhall our loꝛde Jeſu fulfpll thy ſoule with ſhp⸗ 
nynges / that is / whan thou art bought in to this gooſt⸗ 
ly reił / than ſhalt thou moze calely tende to god / e nought 
elfe do but lone hym / and than ſhall he with beames of 
gooſtly lyght fulfpll all the myghtes of thy foule. Baue 
thou no wonder though I call the foꝛſakynge of woꝛld⸗ 
ly loue dertznes / foꝛ the pꝛophete catterh it lo / lapenge 
2 to & foule (Intra in tenebꝛas titas ſtlia caldcoꝛũ) 

in to thy derknts doughter of caldee / chat is / thou 
foulep art as a doughjter okcaldee foʒ loue ok the wozlde⸗ 


foꝛlãke it and go in to thy derknes. 


Secunda pars. Ca. xx viii. 


That in refoꝛmynge of a ſoule the werkynge ol our 
loꝛde Jelu is Departed in to foure tymes /h is / callyng⸗ 


ryghtynge / magupkyenge / x gloꝛykyenge. Ca. xx vii. 
Dy haue ſapd tothealptelicyithoucouepte for 


Li berefoꝛmed in felynge how thou ſhalt diſpole 


the towarde it in thy foꝛth goynge / neuertheleſſe J faye 
not that thou mayſt do thus of thylelfe / foꝛ J wote Well 
that our loꝛde Jelſu bꝛyngeth all this to thende where p 
he wolde / koz heonely thzugh his grace ſtereth a ſoule / — 
bꝛyngeth a ſoule in to this derknes fyzſt / after in lyght 


ASP pꝛophete ſayth ( Sicut tenebꝛe er? ita et lume eius) 
of gooſtly loue is of Jelu/ryght fo the derbues / that is⸗ 


but he refoꝛmeth vs with vs. Foꝛ grace gyuen and ap⸗ 


Plal.c 


That is / ryght as the lyght of knowynge e the felynge rxvij. 


the koꝛſakynge ot wozldly loue is of hym /foꝛ he doth all? 
he fozmeth erefouncth / he lozmeth onely by hynilelke⸗ 


plpengeokour wyl to grace werketh all this / z on what 


manner wyle he dothe that / laynt Poule reherſeth thus. 


(Qos de? pꝛeſciuit fieri conkoꝛmes ymagines filtj eius 


Hos vocauit: et quos bocautt hos ſuſtiticauit: et quos 
iuſtificauit hos magniticauit:et quos magnikicauit hos 


et glozificabit) Theſe that god knewe before ſholde be 


made ſhapely to the vmageok his ſone / thele he called⸗ 


thele he ryghted/thele he magnyfyed / and thele he glo⸗ 


rykyed. Though thele woꝛdes may be ſaydok all cholen 
foules in the loweſt degre of charite that are refozmed 


donelp in fayth / neuertheleſſe they may be vnderſtande 
moꝛe ſpecpally of theſe ſoules that are refoꝛmed in fe: 


lynge / to the whiche our lozde god ſheweth moche plente 


of grace / and doth moche moꝛe beſynes aboute them /foꝛ 


they are his owne ſones/ſpecyally p bere the full ſhappe 


and the lykenes ok his fone Jelu. In the whiche woꝛ⸗ 
des ſaynt Poule departeth the werkynge ok our loꝛde in 


Bom. 
viij. 


5 Secunda pars. Ca. xx vi. 
foure tymes. Fyꝛſt is the tyme ok callynge of a ſoule kro 


Woꝛldiy vanite / & that tyme is often tai ⁊ conſoꝛtable. 
J oz in p vegynnynge ot turnyng luche a man p is dupo⸗ 


{ed to moche grace / is fo quyckip & ſo felyngiy enſpircd /d 


5 
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keletch olte fo great lwetnes of deuocyon / a hath lo many 


teres in co punccyon that he thynketh hym ſomtyme as 


he were halle in heuen / but this loltnes paſleth alter toz 


à tyme. And than cometh the ſecond tyme /p is the t me 
of ryghtynge/ß is trauaplous. Foꝛ whan he begynnetg 
fo2 to go torch myghtyly in the waye of tyghtwylncs /e 
letteth his wyll fully agaynit all ſynne Without & wuh⸗ 
in / xſtretcheth out his delyzeto vertues c to p loue ok Je 
u / than feleth he moche lettyng bothe with hymlelte or 
krowardnes c hardnes of his owne Wwyll /e fro without 
forth thzugh temptacyon of his ennemp / that he is ofte 
in lull great turment / ⁊ that is no wonder / foꝛ he hath ſo 
Alonge ben croked to 5 falſe loue of d Woꝛlde / that hemax 
not be made ryght / as a croked faite may not be made 
euen but yk he be caſt ⁊ weyked in the fyꝛe. Therfoze our 
loꝛde Jeſu ſeynge / ſendeth what thynge is behouerul to 
à fro warde louie / ſuffreth it to be trauayled c taryed by 
ſotidꝛy temptacpous / & ſoʒ to be well cxampned thꝛugg 
gooftly tribulacyon /that al the ruſt of vnclennes mygyt 
be brent out of it. And that Mall be bothe win of dꝛedes | | 
doubtes & perplexitees / that it ſhall nerehande tall in to 
delpapꝛe / and it ſhall ſeme as it were forfaken of god /g 
lefte all in the handes of ö kende / out taken a lytell pꝛeuß 
truſt that it ſhall haue in the goodnes of god e in his mer 
ey / loʒ that pꝛeuytruſt our loꝛde ltueth in ſuche a ſoule / 


go he neuer ſo farre fro it / by the whiche a ſoule is bozne 


vp fro delpayꝛe/and ſaued fro gooſtiy myſchele. And al⸗ 
fo without it ſelfe it Mall be moꝛtykyed and pyned in the 
ſenſualite / eyther by dpuerle lyckneſſes / 02 by keble tur⸗ 


| 
: 
i 
| 
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ment of our gooſtly ennemy the fende / o elle thꝛugh a 


pꝛeuy myght ot our loꝛde god /the ſely ſoule by kelynge x 
bearynge of the wꝛetched body Mall be lo payned / and it 
hall not wyte how that it ſhall ſuffre fo: to be in p body 


pyk it Were not that our loꝛde Fel Chꝛyſt kepte it therin. 


And yet neuertheleſſe had the loule leuer to be in all this 


payne / than fo2 to be blynded with the kalle loue of the 


Wozlde / koꝛ that were hell to ſuche a ſoule. But the Cufe 
krynge ot this maner payne / is nought elſe but purga⸗ 


toꝛy / and therfore be luckreth it gladly/and he woldenot 
put it awaye though he myght / foꝛ bycauſeit is ſo pꝛo⸗ 


kytable. All this dothe our loꝛde Fefu in great pꝛofyte ok 


| 


" 


| | 
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the ſoule / loꝛ to dꝛyue it out of v lenſualite /that it myght 
teceyue gooſtly lyght. Foꝛ after this wohan the ſoule (8 

thus moꝛtytyed and brought fro woꝛldly loue in to this 
dertznes / that it hath no moze lauour noꝛ delyte of Would 
ly lykyugethanok a ſtrawe/ but hethynketh it bytter as 
wozmewode. Than cõmeth the thyꝛde tyme of magny⸗ 


kyenge / and that is whan the ſoule is refozmed in fe⸗ 


lynge in partye / and receyueth the gyfte of perfeccyon / 


and alſo the grace ot contemplacpon / and that is a tyme 


of greate reſt / loꝛ than is our lauyour Jeſu Chꝛyſt more 


| 
| 

1 f 
homely with a ſoule. And than after this commeth the 
1) 
1 


fourth tyme ol gloꝛyfyenge. That is whan the foule 
ſhall be fully refoꝛmied in the blyſte of heuen. Foz thele 
loules that are thus called fro (pune and thus ryghted⸗ 


dn elſe in ony other maner lyke / by dyuerle aſlayenges / 


bothe thꝛugh kyze c water. Ind atterwarde whan they 


are thus magnylped / they ſholde be glozyfyed / for our 
loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛyſt ſhall gyue them fully that they haue 


19 


here coueyted / and moze than they coude coueyte / loꝛ he 
ſhall reyſe thein aboue al other choſen ſoules to the euen 


hedeol Cherubyn and Seraphin / ſythenthey palled alf 


Elaie 
wits. 


other in knowynge and louynge of god here in this lyte. 
Therkoꝛe he that wyll cõme to this magnykyenge dꝛede 
not this ryghtynge / foz that is the wape. Foz our loꝛde 
ſayth by his ꝓphete a Woꝛde of great cõfoꝛte to all luce 


foules that are exampned with kyꝛe or tribulacyon thus 


Puer meus noli timere:ſi tranſieris per ignem fama 
non nocebit te) That is / my chylde yk thou paſle thzugh 
fyꝛe / dꝛede not for the llambe (hall not hurte the. It hail 
clenſe the from all flelſhely fylthe / and make the able to 


recepue gooſtly kyꝛe of the loue of god / and that nedeth 
to be done fyzſt. for as J haue before ſayd / it may not . 


elle be reformed in kelynge. 


¶ How it falleth ſomtyme that ſoules begynnnynge 
and pꝛokytynge in grace / ſeme to haue moꝛe loue cas 
by outwarde tokens) than ſome haue that be perkyte 
and pet it is not ſo in ſoth within. Ca. xxx. 
put now ſayſt 5 how may this be ſothe / for there 
are many feules newe turned to god that haue 

maup gooſtly felpnges. Some haue great compunccion 
for theyꝛ ſynnes / and ſome haue greate deuocyons c fker⸗ 


uours in theyꝛ pꝛapers / often haue ſondꝛy techynges 


of gooſtly lyght in vnderſtandynge / and ſome men haue 
other maner of kelynges of confortable heate and greate 
lwetnes / and neuertheles thele ſoules cõme neuer fully 
in this reſtful derknes that I ſpeke of with feruent de⸗ 
frre and laſtynge loue and thought in god. Than alkeſt 
thou whether thele ſoules be tekoꝛmed in felynge oꝛ not. 


It ſemeth yes / in as moche as they haue fuche greate 


gooſtly felynges / that other men that ſtande onely in 
kayth fele not of. Unto this J may lape as me thynzeth 
that thele gooſtiy felpnges whether they ſtande in com⸗ 
punceyon 02 deuocyon / oꝛ in gooſtly ymagynacyon / are 


ot the felynges whiche a loule ſhall hauẽ and kele in the 
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79 Secunda pars. Ca. xxix. 
grace ot contemplacyon / I lape not but they are tothfaſt 
and gracyouſly gyuen ot god. But thele ſoules that fele 
ſuche / are not pet reformed in kelynge / ne they haue not 
pet the gyfte ot perteccyon / ne gooſtiythe bꝛennynge loue 
of Jeiu/as they may come to. And neuerthelelle often it 
ſemeth other wyle / that luche loules {ele moze ot p loue 
bol god than other that haue the gytte of perkeccion / in as 
moche as the felpnge ſheweth nioze out warde by greate 
feruour of bodyly tokens / in wepynge / pꝛapenge / kne⸗ 
luynge t ſpekynge / and other bodyly ſterynge / lo tarforth 
that it lemeth to an other man that they Were euer ra⸗ 
uylſhed in loue / & though me thynketh it is not ſo/ well 
wote that thefe maner felynges and feruours of deuo 
cypon and compunccyon that thele men fele are gracvous 
gyfltes of god lente in to cholen ſoules loꝛ to dʒaawe them 
out of wozldly loue and fleſſhely luſt that hath ben longe 
tyme roted in thep2 hertes / fro p whiche louethey ſholde 
not be dꝛawen out by luche feble ſterynges of greate fer⸗ 


| uours-neuertheles that the feruours ts fo mochemouts 
warde ſhewyng / it is not onely for mochenes of loue that 


they haue / but it is foꝛ lytelnes c weyknes of theyꝛ ſoule 
that may not bere a lytell touchynge of god / fo2 it is pet 
as it were fleſſhly fattened to the flelſhe / and neuer was 
pet departed fro gooſtly moꝛtykyenge / and therfore the 
leeſt touchynge ok loue tthe leeſt ſparkle of gooſtly lyght 
ent fro heuen in to ſuche a ſoule is fo moche and lo cõ foꝛ⸗ 
table & ſo delectable ouer all the lykynge that euer it felte 
bekoꝛe in fleſſhely loue of erthly thynge /that it is ouerta⸗ 
ken with it. And allo it is fo newe and lodeyne and fo vn⸗ 
dcouth / that it may not ſuffre fo2 to beare it / but bꝛeketh & 
ſheweth out in wepynge / lobbyng / and other bodyly ſte⸗ 
rynge. Byght as the coſtrell that is olde Whan it recep⸗ 
Usth newe wyne that is frelſhe and myghty / the coſtrell 
Sc. pfec. ne .. 


Setunda pars. Ca. xrir. 
bopleth out / is in poynt for to cleue and bꝛeſt vntyll the 
Wyne hath boyled ⁊ lpourged out all vnclennes / but as 
ſoone as the Wyne is fpned and clered / than it ſtandeth 
ſtyll and the coſtrell hole. Ayght lo a ſoule that is olde 
thuicgh lynne / whan it receyueth a lytell ok p loue ot god 
that is fo frelſhe æ ſo myghty / that the body is in poynte 
fo2 to cleue and to bꝛeke / Were it not that god kepeth it 
hole. But pet it bꝛeſteth out at the eyen by wepyng / and 
at the mouth by ſpekyng / and that is moze for weyknes 
and feblenes of the ſoule than for mochenes of loue. Joꝛ 
akterwarde whan loue hath boyled al the vnclennes out 
of the ſoule by luche great keruours / than is 5ᷣ loue clere 
and ſtandeth ſtyll / and than is bothe the body and the 
ſoule moche moꝛe in peace / and pet hath the ſoule moche 
moe loue than it had before / though it Herve lefke out: 
warde. Joꝛ it is now all hole in reſt within / and but ly⸗ 
tell oꝛ nought in outwarde ſhewynge of feruoure. And 
therfore I Cape that thele ſoules that kelen luche greate 
bodyly feruours / though they be in moche grace are not 
vet reformed in felynge / but they are greatly dilpoled 
towarde it. for I trowe that ſuche a man namely that 
Hath ben greatly defouled in ſynne / ſhall not be refouned 
in felynge but pf he be fyꝛſt bꝛente and purykyed with 
ſuche great compũccpons goynge before. And that foule 
that neuer was moche defouled with loue ok the woꝛlde 
but hath euer ben kepte fro greate lyunes in innocency⸗ 
may lyghtlyer ⁊ moꝛe pꝛyuely without greate feruour 
ſhewed out warde) cõme to this refoꝛmynge. Than is 
this fothecas J hope that ſuche cõfoꝛtes and feruours 
that a loule keleth in the fate of begynnynge oz ok profy- 
tynge are as it were his gooſtiy fode Cent from heuen fox 
to ſtrengthe hym in his trauayle. Ryght as a pylgrym 
trauayleth all daye meatles and dꝛynkles / and is nere 


1 
19 
1 


Secunda pars. Ca. xxix. 


7 Hande ouercõmen with werynes / lalleth at the laſt to a 
90d Inne / and there hath he meate and dꝛynke / and is 


well rekrelſhed for the tyme. Byght (o gooſtly /a deuoute 
ſoulethat W yll foꝛſake the loue of the Woꝛlde / and woldz 


Fayne loue our loꝛde god / and letteth all his belynes ther 


to / pꝛayeth and trauapleth all Daye bodyly and gooſtly⸗ 


aͤnd ſomtyme keleth no conkozte ne ſauoure in deuocpon. 


Than our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt haupnge pite vpon all his 
creatures / that they ſholde not perylſhe foꝛ dekaute / ne 
turne in to heupneſle oꝛ grutchynge / lendeth it now and 
than amonge his gooftly fode/and confozteth it in deuo⸗ 
cyon as he voucheth late. And whan the ſoule feleth ony 
cõkoꝛte/than holdeth he hym well apayde for all his tra⸗ 

uaple t all the difeate that it had on the daye whan it fas 
reth well at euen by felyng ol ony grace. In p fame wyle 
falleth it of other ſoules that are pꝛokytyng and farfoꝛth 
in grace / they fele oltentymes gracpous touchynges of 


the holp gooſt in thep2 ſoules / bothe in vnderſtandynge 


and ſyght of gooſtly thynges and in affeccyon of loue. 
But vet be they not retoꝛmed in kelynge / noz they are 


not yet perfyte / foꝛ why all luche felynges come to them 
in that ſtate as it were vn warely / for they cõme oꝛ they 
nowe it / and gothe kro them oz they Wyte it / they can 
not cõme therto agayne / ne wote not where they att . 


kynde it / koꝛ they haue not pet homelynes with them of 
thought and laſtynge delyꝛe in Jelu / nethe cyeol they 
foules is not opened to p beholdynge of gooſtiy thynges 
but they nygh faſt to warde it/ætherfoꝛe they are not pet 


rekozmed in kelynge / ne they haue not pet the full gylte 


ok contemplacyoͤn. 
¶ On what maner a man ſhall haue knowynge of 
his owne foule / and how a man ſholde fet his loue 
in Jelu god and man one perlone. : * 
ij. 


| T nedeth a foule that wolde haue knowynge ok 
JLgooſtly thynges for to haue fpr knowynge of it 
ſelfe. Foz it may not haue knowynge ok a kynde aboue it 
ſelte / but yl it haue knowynge of it felfe. And is whan 
the ſoule is fo gadꝛed in to it lelfe / departyng fro behols 
dynge ok all erthly thynges / c kro the vle of bodyly wyt⸗ 
tes that it feleth itfelfe as it is in the owne kynde With⸗ 
out body. Than pf they coueyte koꝛ to knowe and le thy 
ſoule What it is /thou ſhalte not turne thy thought with 
mag ynacyon in to thy body foꝛ to ſeke it and fele it as it 
were hyd within thyne herte / as thy herte is hyd e hol⸗ 
den Within thy body. pf thou feke ſo / thou ſhalte neuer 
fynde it in it Celfe. The moze thou fekelt for to fynde and 
fele it as thou woldeſt fele a bodyly thynge / the farther 
thou art therkro. Foz thy ſoule is no body but a lyfe vn⸗ 
ſeable not hyd ⁊ holden within thy body as a leſſethynge 
is hyd and holden within a moꝛe / but it is holdynge and 
gqupckenynge thy body moche moze than thy body is in 
myght ⁊ in vertue. Than pf p wylt kynde it / withdꝛawe 
thy thought fro al bodily thynges outward / fro mynde 
of thyne owne body / allo fro al thy fpue wyttes as moche 
as thou mayſt / and thynke on the kynde ok a reaſonable 
foule gooſtly as thou Woldeſt thynke fo2 to knowe onp 
bertue / as ſothtaſtnes 02 mekenes / oz ony other vertue. 
Ryght fo thynke that a ſoule is a lyfe vndeedly and vn⸗ 
ſeably / and hath myght in it {elfe foꝛ to fe and knowe the 
ſouerayne ſothfaſtnes/⁊ fo2 to loue the ſouerayne good⸗ 
nes that is god / whan thou Ceelt this / than felelt p lom⸗ 
what of thy ſelfe. Seke thy lelfe in none other place / but 
the moe fully tthe moze clerely p thou mayſt thynke of 
the kynde tthe woꝛthynes of a reaſonable foule what it 
is / and what is y kyndly werkyngeokit / the better leeſt 
thou thy elfe. It is full hard for a foule that is rude and 
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moche in the detthe koꝛ to haue lyght knowynge of it 


oz ok an aũgell /oꝛ of god / it falleth anone in to pmagyna⸗ 
cyon ot bodyly ſhappe / and it weneth therby fo2 to haue 
the ſyght of it elfe / and ſo of god / fo ol gooſtiythynges. 
And that may not be /foz al gooſtly thynges are leen and 
knowen by vnderſtandynge of the ſoule / not by ymagp⸗ 
nacyon. B yght as a ſoule leeth by vnderſtandynge that 
the vertue ok rightwylnes is fox to gyue to euery thynge 
that it ought to haue. Byght lo e on ſuche a maner may 
the ſoule Ce it ſelfe by vnderſtandynge. Peuerthelelle F 
faye not that thy ſoule ſhall reſt ſtyll in this knowynge⸗ 


but it ſhall bythis tete hyer knowyng aboue it elke / and 


that is the kynde of god. Foꝛ the foule is but a myꝛroure 


in v whiche thou ſhalte le god gooſtly. And therfore thou 


ſhalte fyꝛſt fynde thy myꝛrour t kepe it bꝛyght and clene 


kro lleſſhely kylth æ woꝛldly vanite / and holde it well bp 


fro the erth that thou myght ſe it / æ our loꝛde therin allo 
For to this ende trauayle all chofen foules in this lyfe in 
they meanynge tin theyꝛ entent / though they haue not 


fſpecpally the felyng of this / and therfoꝛẽ it is layd before 


that many ſoules begynnynge ¢ pꝛolytynge haue many 
greate feruours ⁊ moche lwete deuocyon / N as it lemeth 


bꝛzennynge al in loue/and pet haue they not perkytly loue 


ne gooſtiy knowynge of god. Foꝛ wyte ÿ well / kele a ſoule 
neuer fo moche feruour / ſo moche that be thynketh that 


the body map not bere it / oꝛ though he melte all in to we⸗ 


pynge / as longe as his thynkynge and his beholdyng of 


god is moolt / oz all in pnragynacyon ⁊ not in vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge / he cometh not pet to perkyte loue / ne to cotentplas 
ton. Foꝛ thou ſhalte vnderſtande that v loue of god is in 


thꝛe maner wyle. All are good / but echone is better than 
other. The kirſt cometh onely though fayth without gra 
ou ymagynacvon oz gooſtiy znowynge ol god. This 
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loue is in the leeſt foule that is reloꝛmed in fkayth in ie 
io weſt degre ok charite / c it is good / loz it fuffpiety totals | 
uacyon. Che ſeconde loue is that a foule feleth thzugg 
fayth and vmagynac yon of Jelu in his manhode / this 
loue is better than the fyꝛſt Whan the ymagynacyon is 
ſtered by grace / lo why / the gooſtly eye is opened inthe 
beholdyng of our loꝛdes manhode. The thyꝛde loue tharc 
the ſoule keleth thꝛugh gooſtly lyght ol p godhede mmthe 
manhode as it may be leet here / that is belt and mooſt 
Woꝛthy / and that is perkyte loue/this loue a ſoule feleth 
not vnto it be reloʒmed in felynge / loules begynnynge € 
pꝛołytyuge bath not this loue / toz they can not thynke 
on Jelu / ue loue hym gooſtly / but as it were all manly c 
flellhelpy / after the condicyons ⁊ lykenes ol man / and ps | 
on that regarde they ſhape all theyꝛ werkynge in theyz 
thoughtes and in theyz affeccpons / they dꝛede hym as a 
man / Worlhyp hym e loue hym pꝛyncypally in manly 
pmaginacyon / and go no farther / as thus. ꝓkthey haue 
done amyſſe e treſpaced agaynſt god / they thynke p god 
is Wꝛoth With them as a man ſholde yk they hadtretpa | 
ced agayuſt hym / x therkoze they lall downe as it were to 
the fete of our loꝛde with loꝛo we of herte and crye merey 
And whan they do thus / they haue a good truſt that our 
loꝛde of his mercy wyll foꝛgyue them theyz trelpace. 
This maner ok doynge is ryght good / but it is not gooſts 
ly às it myght be. Allo whan they wyll woꝛſhyp god / 
they pꝛelent them in theyꝛ thought as they were beloꝛe 
out loꝛdes face in a bodyly lyktues /e ymagyn a wonder 
full lyght there our loꝛde Jelu is / ethan they reuerence 
hym c woꝛzſhyp hym ẽ dꝛede hym / and fully put them in 
his mercy/foz to do with them what he wyll/ allo han | 
they wyll loue god / they btholde hym / woꝛſhyp hym/ x 
dꝛede hym ag a man / not yet as god in man ether in his 
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palſpon / oz in ſome other thynge of his manhode / aud in 
that beholdynge they fele theyz hertes moche ſtered to p 
loue ot god. This maner of werkynge is good and gra⸗ 


cyous / but it is moche leſſe c lower than is the werkyng 
of vnderſtandynge / that is / whan the ſoule gracyouſly 


bcholdeth god in man / loz in our loꝛde Jelu are two kyn⸗ 


des the manhede / and the godhede / than ryght as the 
godhede is moꝛe ſouerayn and more Worthy than is the 


manhede. Byght lo the gooſtly beholdynge of the god⸗ 


hede in Jelu man is moꝛe woꝛthyer and moꝛe gooſtlyer 
and allo moꝛe medetull than p beholdyng of ß manhede 
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alone / whether he beholde the manhede as deediy oꝛ as 


gloꝛyfyed. Ind ryght fo by the lame lkyll / the loue that a 


ſoule feleth in thynkynge a beholdyng of the godhede in 
man whan it is gracyouſly ſhewed / is woꝛthyer / gooſt⸗ 
ler ⁊ noꝛe medetull than the feruour of deuocyon that 
the ſoule feleth by ymagynacyon onely of the manhede 


ſhewe it neuer fo moche out warde / loꝛ in regarde of that 


this is but manly/foz our lord ſheweth hym not in yma⸗ 
gynacpon as he is/ne that he is /foꝛ the ſoule myght not 


that tyme foꝛ fraylte of the flelſhehede luffre it / neuer⸗ 


theles vnto luche foules that can not chynke on the god⸗ 


| hede gooſtly / that they ſholde not erre in theyꝛ deuocpon 


but that they ſholde be conforted and ſtrengthed thaugh. 
ſome maner of inwarde beholdynge of Jelu to kozſake 


lynne and the loueokthe woꝛlde / therfoꝛe our loꝛde Jelu 


tempꝛeth his vnleable lyght of his godhede / x clotheth 
it vnder p bodyly lykenes ol his manhede / and ſheweth 
it bute the inner eye ok a loule / and fedeth it with p loue 
bol his pꝛecvous ffeſſhe gooſtly. The Whiche loue hath. 


lo greate myght /that it lleeth all maner of wycked loue 


in the loule / and ſtrengtheth it foꝛ to luſfre bodyly pe⸗ 


naunce and other bodriy ditente in tyme of nede loꝛ the 
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foue of Jelu. And this is the ſhadowe of our lode Jeiu 
duer a cholſen ſoule / in the whiche ſhadowynge the loule 
is kepte from bꝛennynge ot woꝛldiy loue. oʒ ryght as 4 
ſhadowe is made ot a lyght and ot a body / ryght lo this 
gooſtly ſhadowe is made of the bleed vnleable lyght ok 
the godhede and of the manhode oned therto ſhewed to a 
deuoute ſoule. DE the whiche ſhadowe p pꝛophete layth 
thus (Spũs ante taciẽ noſtrã cps dũs tub vmbꝛa cus 
viuimꝰ inter getes) Our loꝛde Chꝛyſt beloze our face as 
a ſpiryte vnder his ſhadowe we ſhall lyue amonge folke | 
That is /our loʒde Felu in his godhede is a lpiryte that 
map not be ſeen ot bs lyuynge in flelſhe as he is in his 
bleſled lyght therfore we (hall lyue vnder the ſhadoweoEk 
his manhode as long as We are here / but yr this bettue 
that this loue in pmagpnacpon de good / neuertheleſſe & 
ſoule ſholde delyꝛe foꝛ to haue gooſtly loue in vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge of the godhede / for that is the ende e the full blyſſe 
of the ſoule /c all vodyly beholdynges are but meanes les | 
dynge a ſoule to it / {aye not that we ſholde tefule the 
manuhode of Fel & departe god fro man / but thou ſhalt 
in Jeſu man beholde dꝛede / wonder and loue gooſtly the 
godhede / and fo ſhalte thou without departyng loue god 
in man / bothe god c man gooſtly not flelſhely. Thus 
taught our loꝛde Mary mawdeleyue that ſholde be con⸗ 
Johã. x. templatyfe / whan he ſayd thus (Molt me tangere nõdũ 
enim alcendit ad patrẽ meũ ) Touche me not / Jam not 
vet ſtyed vp to my father / that is to faye, Mary mawde⸗ 
leyne loued well our loꝛde Jelu before p tyme ot his pal⸗ 
ſyon / but her loue was moche bodyly & lytell gooſtiy/ſhe 
trowed well that he was god / but ſhe loued hym a lytell 
as god / foꝛ ſhe coude not than / and therfore fhe luffred all 
her affeccyon all her thought fallin hym as he was in 
tome of man. Ind our loꝛde blamed her not than / bur 
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mapſed it moche. Buc alter whan he was rylcn tro deth 
and appered to her / he wolde haue woꝛſhypped hym 
wWich iuche maner ot loue as (he dyd betoꝛe / and than our 
lobe forbade her and layd thus. Tcuche me not / that is 


to laye / ſet not thy reſt ne the loue ot thy herte in that 


feoꝛme ot᷑ man chat thou leeſt with chy fe: {ely eve one: 
lp (02 to reſt therin. Jo in that tame loʒme J am not 
ſtypeb vp to my tather / that is / am not cucn io ihe az 
ther / toꝛ in that loꝛme ot man am leſie than he. Tou⸗ 
che me not lo / but let thy thought and thy louc in that 
fozme in whiche J am tuen io the tather / that is the 
foꝛzme of the godhede / and loue me/kne we me/ and woz⸗ 
ſhyp me as god ⁊ man godly / not as a man manly. So 
halt thou touche me. oʒ lyihen J am bothe god aman 
and al the caule why J (Hall be loucd and woꝛſhypped / 
is for J am god / and loʒ I toke the kynde of man. Aud 
thertoꝛe make me god in thyne hert and in thy loue / and 
wWonchyp me in thyne vnderſtandynge as Jelu god and 
man / ſouerayne ſothfaſtnes / and ſoucrayn goodnes and 
blelled lyte / oz that J am. And thus taught our lode 
Jieelu there as I vnderſtande / and alſo all other foules 
that are diſpolcd to contemplacyon and able therto/that 
they ſholde do lo. euerthelelle other ſoules that are not 
ſubtyll in kynde / noz are not pet made gooſtiy doug) 
Frace /it is good to them that they kepe loꝛth they owne 
Werkynge in pmagynacyon with manly afteccyon /tyll 
moe Grace come trely to them. It is not fure to a man 
foz to leue a good thynge vtterly /tyll that he ſe and lele a 
becter. On the ſame maner of wyſe it myght be ſayd or 
other maner felynges that are lyke vnto body. pas hea⸗ 
xynge ot delectable ſonges / oꝛ kelynge of cofoztable heate 
in p vod / leyuge of lyght / oꝛ ſwetnes of bodyly ſauour. 
Thele are not gooſtly kelyngegs / foꝛ gooſtiy fclynges are 
Sc. ꝑkec. C.J. 
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felte in the myghtes of the loule / pꝛyncypallp in vnder⸗ 
ſtandynge ⁊ loue / and lytell in vmagynacyon. But thele 
kelynges are felte in the myghtes of the body in pmagy⸗ 
nacpon / and therkoꝛe they are not gooſtiy felpngrs. But 
whan they are belt and mooſt treweſt / vet are they but 
out warde tokens okthe inly grace vohiche is felte in the 
myghtes of the loule. This may be open proucd by ho 

Act. ly Morpre/fapenge thus (Apparuerunt apoſtolis dilper⸗ 
tite lingue tang ignis: ſeditq; ſupꝛa ſingulos cox ſpi⸗ 
tus ſanctus) The holy gooſt appered to the apoſtles in 
the dape of penthecoſt in the lykenes of bꝛennynge ton⸗ 
gues and entlambed theyꝛ hertes / and ſate vpon eche ok 
them. Mow lothe it is the holy gooſt that is god in hym 
felfe vnſeable was not that fyꝛe/ne p tongues that were 
leen / ne that bꝛenuynge p was felte bodyly / but he was 
vnleably felte in p myghtes of theyꝛ ſoules / loꝛ he lyght⸗ 
ned theyꝛ reaſon kendeled theyꝛ affeccpon thꝛugh his 
bleſſed pretence fo clerely ¢fo bꝛennyngip / that they had 
ſodeynly the gooſtiy knowynge of lothlaſtnes e che per⸗ 
keccyon of loue / as our loꝛd behyght them / ſayengethus 

Joh. (Spiritus lanctus docebit bos omnẽ veritatem) That 
is / the holy gooſt ſhall teche vou all ſothkaſtnes. Than 
Was that fyꝛe ⁊ that bꝛennynge nought elſe but a body⸗ 
ly token outwardly ſhewed in wytneſſyngeol that grace 
that was inwardly felte / and as it was in them / ſo is it 
in other foules that are vyſyted and lyghtned within ok 
the holy gooſt / and hath with that ſuche out warde fer © 
lynge in conforte and wytneſſyng of the grace inwarde. 
But that grace is not (as J hope) in all ſoules that are 
perkyte / but there as our loꝛde wyll. Other imperkyte 
foules that haue ſuche felyuges outward / and haue not 
pet receyued inwarde grace / it is not good to them to reſt 
in ſuche kelynges out warde / but in as moche aß they 
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helpe the ſoule to moꝛe loue aud to moze ſtablenes of 
thought in god. Joꝛ lome may be true / and (ome map be 
fapned as J haue lapd beioʒe. 

¶ How this maner of lpekynge ok reſoꝛmyngt in 

felpng of a louie ſhall be taken /and in what ple 

it is reformed / ano how it is lounde in ſayut Nou 
les woꝛdes. ö Ca. xxxi. 
| 1 J haue ſayd to the a lptell of refoꝛmynge in 
kayih / and allo J haue teuched to the a lytell ot 
the fozthgoynge fro that reloꝛmynge to the hygher re⸗ 

foꝛzmynge that is in leiynge / not in that entent that Z 
Wolde by thele wozdes lette goddes Werkynge vnde a 
lawe ot my tpekynge / as foz to lape thus wertzeth god 
in a ſoule / and none other wyle. Hape Imcanc not ſo / 
but I (ape after my lymple telpnge, that our lode wer⸗ 
keth thus in lome creatures as J hope /and J hope well 
that he werketh other wyle alſo that pallet my wytte 
und my kelynge/neuertheles whether he werke thus oz 
bother wyle by ſondꝛy meanes in lenger tyme oz ſhoꝛter 
tyme / with moche trauayle oz iptel trauapie/yt᷑ all come 
to one ende /that is ſoꝛ to ſaye /to the perfpte loue of hym 
than it is good ynough. Foz yt he wyll gyue one fouls on 
bone dape the full grace of coutemplacpon c without ouy 
trauayle as he well may /as good is that to p fame ſoule 
às ypkthat he had ben cxamyned / payned / moꝛtylyed and 
purpfyed twenty wynter / and therfore vpon this maner 
wWyyſe take in my lapenge as J haue ſayd / æ namely as 
1 6 to ſaye /foʒ now by the grace of our loꝛde Jeſu 
A hall ſpeke a lytell as me thynketh moze openly of re⸗ 

koʒzmynge in kelynge / what it is / and how it is made ⸗ 

| aud whiche are gooſtly felynges that a ſoule receyucth. 

Meuertheleſſe fyzſte that J take not this maner of {pez 

enge ok reſoꝛmyngeol a ſoule in felynge / as faynynge 
ö 5 t. ij. 
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o2 kantaſye / therfore I ſhall grounde it on ſaynt oules 
Rom. Woꝛdes / where he layth thus (Nolite confoꝛmari huic 
rij. leculo:ſed rekoꝛmam ini in nouitate ſenſus veſtti) That 
is to lape / pe that are thꝛugh grace reſoꝛmed in fayth | 
confoꝛzme vou not from hens foꝛ warde to the maners ok 
the woꝛlde / as in pꝛyde / in couetyſe / and in other lynnes / i 
but be pe refoꝛmed in newhede of felynge. Loo here thou 
mayſt le that ſaynt Poule ſpeketh of rekoꝛmynge ta fez 
lynge. And what that newe felynge is/he expowneth in 
aͤn other place thus (Ut impleamini in agnitione volun; 
tatis eius in omni intellectu et ſapientia ſpũali That is 
we pꝛaye god that ye may be fulfylled in knowyngeok 
gdoddes wyll in all vnderſtandynge in all maner of goolks 
ly woyldome. This is rekoꝛmynge in kelynge. Foz thou 
ſhalte vnderſtande that the ſoule hath two maner of fe⸗ 
lynges. One without of p fyue bodyly wyttes / an other 
within of p gooſtly wyttes / the whiche are pꝛoperlythe 
myghtes of the ſoule / mynde / reaſon and Wyll. Whan 
theſe myghtes are thꝛugh grace fulfylled in all vnder⸗ 
ſtandyng of the wyll of god and gooſtly wyldome / than 
hath p ſoule newe gracyous felynges. That this is ſoth 
Cok.ʒ. he ſheweth in an sther place thus (M enouamini Cpiritu | 
mentis veſtre et induite nouum hominem / qui ſecun⸗ 
dum deum creatus eft in iuſticia:ſanctitate et veritate) 
Be ye renewed in ſpiryte ok pour ſoule / that is / ye ſhall 
be rekoꝛmed not in bodyly felynge / ne in vmagynatyon | 
but in the ouer partye of pour reaſon / and clothe you in 
anewe man that is ſhapen after god in ryghtwylnes | 
holpnes / and ſothlaſtnes. That is / pour reaſon that is 
properly the yvmage ot god thꝛugh grace of ö holy gooſt 
ſhall be clothed in a newe lyght ok lothkaſtnes/holynes “ 
and ryghtwylnes / and than it is rekoꝛmed in kelynge. 


ö ‘ 


Foz whanthe ſoule hath perkpte znowynge ot god / than 
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it is refoꝛmed. Thus ſayth ſaynt Poule (Expoliantes gor 3. 
veterẽ hominẽ cum actibus furs induite nouum qui rez 
nouatur in agnitione det (com ymaginem eius qui creas 
uit eum) Spople pourfelte of the olde man with all his 
dedes / that is / caſt fro you the loue of p woꝛlde with all 
Worldly maners / and clothe vou in a newe man / that is / 
pe (hall be renewed in the knowynge of god after p lyke⸗ 
nes ot hym that made you. Bythele woꝛdes thou mayſt 
vnderſtand that ſayut Poule wolde haue mẽnes foules 
reformed in perkyte knowynge of god / for that is p newe 
felynge that be ſpeketh of generally. And therloꝛe vpon 
his Woꝛdes F fall faye moze openly of this reloꝛmyng 
as god wyll gyue me grace. Joz there is two mauer of 
knowynge of god / one is had pꝛyncypally in vmagyna⸗ 
cxon / & lyteil in vnderſtandynge. This knowynge is in 
cholen foules begynnynge and pꝛokytyng in grace / that 
knowe god tloue hym all manly / not gooſtly With mans 

lp atfeccpons and With bodyly lykenes / as J haue ſayd 
beloze. This knowyng is very good / and it is lykened to 
mylke / by the whiche they are tenderly nouryſſhed as 
chyldꝛen / vntyl they be able to come to the fathers boꝛde 
and take ok his hande hole bꝛeade. In other knowynge 
pꝛincypally felte in vnderſtandynge and lytell in pmagy 
nacpon. Foz the bnderſtandynge is lady / and pvmagyna⸗ 
cyon is mayden / leruynge to the vnderſtandynge whan 
nuede is / knowynge his hole bꝛeade mete foꝛ to pꝛokyte 


ſoules / and it is reformed in felynge. 


@ How god openeth the inner eye of the foule to le hym / 
not all at ones /but by dyuerſe tymes / of thꝛe maner of 
refoʒmynges of a foule by enſample. Ca. xxxij. 
Scoule that is called fro the loue of the woꝛlde / 
LYLE after that ryghted and aſſayed / moꝛtyfyed and 
putykped cas J haue layd before our loꝛde Jelſu of his 
Sca. pkec. BE 


re. 
ag 
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mercykull goodnes refoꝛmeth it in felyng whan he vou⸗ 


cheth late he openeth the inner eye ot the ſoule whan he 


lyghteneth the reaſon through touchynge x ſhynynge ot 


his bleſſed lyght fo2 to le hym = knowe hym / not all fullp 
at ones / but lytell c lytell by dyuerſe tymes/as the ſoule 


map luffre hym. He ſeeth hym not what he is / foꝛ that 


map no creature do in heuen ne in erthe. Mor he (eeth 


hym not as he is / fog that ſyght is onely in the blyſſe oRk 
heuen. But he ſeeth hym / that he is an vnchaungeable 


beynge / a ſouerapne myght / ſouerayne ſothfaſtnes / ſo⸗ 
uerayne goodnes / a bleſſed lyfe / an endles blyſſe. This 
ſeeth the ſoule and moche moꝛe that cõmeth withal / not 
blyndly and nakedly c vnſauourly / as doth a clerke that 
ſeeth hym by his clergye onely thꝛugh myght of his na⸗ 
ked reatlon / but he leeth hym in vnderſtandynge / that he 


s conkoꝛted and lyghted by the gpfte of the holy gooſt 


with a wonderkull reuerence and pꝛeuy bꝛennynge loue 
and With gooſtly fauour and heuenly delpte moze clere⸗ 


ly and moze fully than it may be wꝛyten oꝛ fayd. This 


lyght though it be but ſhoꝛte and lytell / it is ſo woꝛthy 


a and fo myghty / that it withdꝛaweth and rauyſſheth all 
the alkeccpon of the ſoule from beholdynge & the mynde 


of all erthly thynges therto / foz to reſt therin euermoꝛe 


rr cc 
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we le hym / not onely that he is / but as he is / as ſaynt 
Johñ ſayth (T unc videbimus eum licut eſt) That is to 
ape /than ſhall we ſe hym as he is. Meuertheleſſe it is 
in felynge allo as in regarde of that blynde knowpnge 
that a loule bathe ſtandynge onely in fapthe. Foz this 
foule knoweth lom what of the very kynde of Jelu god 
though his gracyous lyght / but that other knoweth not 
but onelp bpleueth it is lothe. Heuertheleſſe that thou 
the better mayſt perceyue what Jmeane/ J ſhall ſhewe 
thefe thre maner refoꝛmynges of a ſoule by enſample 
ol chꝛe men ſtandynge in the lyght of the ſonne. Of the 
Whiche the / one is blynde / another may le / but he hath 
his even ſtopped /e p thyꝛde loketh forth with ful ſyght. 
The blynde man hath no maner ol knowynge that he is 


in the lonne / but he byleueth it yl a true man tell hym. 
And he betokeneth a ſoule that is onely refoʒmed i fayth 
that byleucth in god as holy chyzche techeth and wo⸗ 


teth not What. This ſuſfyſeth as for laluacyon. Chat 
other man ſeeth a lyght ot the ſonne / but he leeth it not 
clerely What it is /foꝛ the lyddes of his even letteth hym 
that he map not ſe/but he ſeeth thꝛugh the lyddes of his 
epen a glymerynge ok greate lyght / and he betokeneth a 
loule that is reformed in fayth and in felynge / and fo is 
he contemplatpfe / foz he ſeeth ſom what of the godhede 
of Jelu thꝛugh grace not clerely ne fully / foz the lyddes 
that is this bodyly kynde / is pet a Walle bytwene his 
kynde and the kynde of Feu god / and letteth hym krom 
the very clere lyght. But he leeth thꝛugh this wall af- 
ter that the greate mercy and grace toucheth hym moze 
oz leſſe that Jeſu is god / and that Jelu is the mooſt ſo⸗ 


uerapne goodnes / and mooſt louerayne beynge / and a 


bleſled lyte / and all fuche other goodnes cometh of hym. 


Chus ſeeth the ſoule by grace not agaynſtandynge the 


t liij. 
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bodply bynde⸗ x the moꝛe clere and ſubtyll that the loule 
is made / e the moze it is departed from flelſhlyhede / the 
ſharper lyght it hath, ethe myghtyer loue ol p godhede 
of Jeſu. This lyght is fo myghty/ß though none other 
man lyuyng Wold byleue in Jelu / ne loue hym/he wold 
neuer byleue the leſle / ne loue hym the leſſe for he ſeeth 
it lothkaſtly that he may not but byleue it. The thyꝛde 
man that hath full lyght of the lonne / he byleueth it not 
for he ſeeth it fully / and he betokeneth a full bleſſed ſoule 
that Without ony wall ol body 02 ol ſynne leeth openly p 
face of Jelu in the blyſle ol heuen / there is no fayth / and 
therfore he is fully reformed in felyng. There is no ſtate 
aboue the ſeconde reloꝛmynge that a ſoule may cõme to 
here in this lyfe / for this is the ſtate of perfeccyon and 
the waye to heuen warde. Meuerthelelle all the ſoules 
that are in this tate are not all lyke farfoꝛth / for ſome 
hath it lytell / ſhoꝛtly and leldome / c ſome lenger / clerer 
and oltener / and lome hath it beſt / clereſt and longeſt at⸗ 


ter the aboũdynge ok grace / x yet all thele haue the gyfte 


of contemplacion.Foꝛ the ſoule hath not perfyte ſyght ot 
Jelu all at ones / but fyꝛſt a lytell and a lytell / and alter 
that it pꝛokyteth a cõmeth to moze kelynge / and as longe 


dàs it is in this lyte / it may Ware more in knowynge and 


in this loue of Jelu / and ſothly J wote not what were 


mone lete to ſuche a ſoule that bath felte a lytell of it than 


vtterly all other thynges lefte and {et at nought. Tende 
onely therto foꝛto haue clerer ſyght æclener loue ot Fete 
in whome is all p bleſſed trinite. This maner knowyng 
of Jelu cas IJ bnderftande is the openynge ot heuen to 
the eyeok a clene ſoule / of the which holy men ſpeke of in 
they wꝛytyng. Not as ſome wene that the openynge of 
heuen is as yt a foule myght le by pmaginacyon thigh 
the lbyes aboue the fyꝛmament how our loꝛde Felu (pe 
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beth i in this mageſte in a bodyly lyght as moche as an 
hondꝛeth ſonnes. Mave it is not ſo / ne though he le ne⸗ 
uer lo hygh on that maner / lothly he ſeeth not the gooſt⸗ 
ly heuen. The hygher he ſtyeth aboue the ſonne for to le 
Jelu lo by luche vmagynacyon / the lower he falleth 
bynethe the lonne. Meuertheleſſe this mance lyght is 
ſufferable to lymple ſoules that can no better leke —— 
a * vnleable. 

(boom Jelu is heulen to thefoulecau Why 

he is called ye. Ca. xxxiiſ. e 
: A ioat is heuétoateatonabte ſoule / lothly nought 
ita eiſebut Jelu god / foꝛ yt that be heuen onely that 
is aboue all thynge / than is god onely heuen to 
mannes ſoule / foꝛ he is onely aboue the kyndeok a foule. 


Than pfthat a ſoule may thꝛugh grace haue knowynge 


ok that bleſled bynde ok Jelu / lothly he leeth heuẽ / loꝛ he 
ſeeth god. Therloze there are many men that do erre in 
vnderſtandynge of lome woꝛdes that are layd of god / 
kon they vnderſtande them not gooſtly. Holy wzytynge 
layth that a ſoulethat wyll fynde god / chall lylte bpwar 
dethe inner eye / and {eke god aboue it ſelfe. Than ſome 
men that wolde do after this ſayenge / vnderſtandethis 
wWoꝛde aboue themlelke / as foz hygher lettynge in ſtede / 
and woꝛthynes of place / as one element oꝛ planet is a⸗ 
boue another in lettynge x woꝛthynes of a bodyly pla⸗ 
ce. But it is not fo gooſtly. For a ſoule is aboue all bo⸗ 
dply thynges / not all onely by ſettynge of ſtede / but by 
lubtyltee and woꝛthynes of kynde. Ryght lo on the lelle 
wyle god is aboue all bodyly and gooſtly creatures / not 
by ſettyngeok ſtede / but thꝛugh lubtylte and woꝛthynes 


ak his vnchaũgeable bleſſed kynde / and therkoꝛe he that 


wWyll wyſely leke god ¢ fynde hym/he (hall not renne out 
With his thought as he wolde clymbe aboue the fonue 


and parte the firmament, and pmagyn themaacite as 

it Were an hondꝛeth ſonnes / he thal rather dzawe Downe 
the ſonne and all the firmament and forgete it / and caſt 
it byuethe hym there he is / and let all this and al bodyly 
thynges alto at uought / & thynke than yt he can gooſtly 
bothe of hymlelfe ꝙ of god allo. Ind pf he do thus / than 


ſeeth the ſoule aboute it lelfe/than ſeeth it in to heuen / 


vpou this ſelfe maner ſhal this woꝛlde within be vnder 
ſtande / it is cõmunly ſayd that a ſoule ſhall ſe our loʒde vs 
in all thynge and with it ſelfe / ſothe it is that our loꝛdi is 
within al creatures /but not on that maner that a kernel 
is hydde within the ſhell of a nutte / oꝛ as a lytell bodyly 
thynge is holden within another moche / but he is with 
iu all creatures as holdyng c kepynge them in they be⸗ 
vnge thꝛugh lubtylte e myght ol his owne bleſſed kynde 
c clennes vuſeable. Joꝛ ryght as a thynge that is mooſt 
pꝛecyous & mooſt clene is layde innermoſt / ryght ſo by p 
lykenes it is ſayd that ů kynde of god that is mooſt pꝛe⸗ 
cyous mooſt dene ¢ moſt goodly fartheſt fro bodyly hede 
is bpd within al thynges. Ind therfoze hethat wyl leke 
god within / he ſhall foꝛgete kyꝛſt all bodyly thynges fro 
all that is without / his owne body / and he thal loꝛgete 
thynkyng of his owne ſoule / and thynke on the vnmade 
kynde that is Jelu that made hym / quyckeneth hym / 
holdeth hym and gyueth hym realon and mynde / e loue 
the whiche is within hym thꝛugh his myght and ſoue⸗ 
rayne ſubtilte. Upon this maner ſhall the loule do han 
grace toucheth it /o elle it wyll but lytell oz nothynge a⸗ 
uaple to ſeke Jelu / and to fynde hym within it felfe and 
alfo within all creatures as me thynketh. Alſo it is lapd 
in holy wꝛyte that god is lyght / lo ſayth ſaynt Johan. 


pꝛi. Jo: ( Deus lux eſt) That is / god is lyght. This lyght ſhall 


han. 


not be vnderſtande ag fo2 bodply lyght / but it is vnder⸗ 
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ſtandethus / god is lyght / that is / god is trouth e loth: 
faſtnes / for ſothfaſtnes is gooſtly lyght. Than he that 
mooſt gracpoully knoweth lothlaſtnes beſt leeth god 
neuertheles it is lykened to p bodyly lyght for this ſkyll. 
Nyght as the lonne ſheweth to the bodyly eye it lelfe and 
all bodyly thynges by it / ryght lo ſothfaſtnes that is god 
ſhewetch to the realon ok the ſoule it felfe fyꝛſt / by it lelke 
all other gooſtly thynges that nedeth to the knowynge 
of a ſoule / thus layth the pꝛophete (Domine in lumine tal. 
tuo videbimus lumen) Loꝛde we (hall fe thy lyght by xxxv. 
thylyght / that is / we ſhall le the that art ſothkaſtnes 
bythylelfe. On the lame wyle it is ſayd that god is fyꝛe. 
Deus noſter ignis conlumens elk) That is / our loꝛde ever, 
is kyꝛe waſtynge / that is to ſaye/god is not kyꝛe elemen⸗ xi. 
tall that heateth a body and bꝛenneth it / but god is loue 
andcharite / foz as fyꝛe waſteth all bodylythynges that 
map be waſted / ryght fo the loue of god bꝛenneth and 

wWaſteth all (panes out of the ſoule / and maketh it clene 

as tyꝛe maketh clene all maner metalles. Theſe woꝛdes 
and all other that are {poker of our loꝛde in holy wzyte 
bp bodyly lykenes /muſt nedes be vnderſtande gooſtly / 
oz elfe there is no maner of ſauoure in them / neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe the caule why ſuche maner of woꝛdes are fapd of 
dur lozde in holy wꝛyte is this. Foz we are fo flelſhely 
that we can not ſpeke of god / noz vnderſtande of hym 
but pt we by ſuche woꝛdes kyꝛſt be entred in / neuerthe⸗ 
lleſſe whan p inner eye is opened thzugh grace fo2 to ha⸗ 
ue a lytell ſyght of our loꝛde Jelu / than ſhall the foule 
turne lyghtly ynough all luche woꝛdes of bodyly thyn⸗ 
ges in to gooſtly vnderſtanding. This gooſtly openynge 
bofthe inner eye in to knowynge of the godhede F call re⸗ 
foꝛmynge in kaych and felynge / koꝛ than the foule ſom⸗ 
What feleth in vnderſtandyng of that thynge that it had 
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before in naked byleuynge / e that is the begynnynge of 
contemplacpon / of the whiche ſaynt Poule layth thus. 

j. Coꝛi. ¶ Mon cõtemplantibꝰ nobis q̃ vident᷑ / led que nõ vidẽtur 

iii. quia que videntur tẽpoꝛalia lunt:que autẽ non videntur 
etna lunt) That is / our cõtemplacyon is not in thynges 
that are leen / but it is in thynges vnleable. Foꝛ thyuges 
that are ſeen are paſſynge / but vnleable thyuges are 
euerlaſtynge / to the whiche ſyght euery ſoule ſholde de⸗ 
ſyꝛe for to come to bothe here in partye / in the blyſſe ok 

heuen fully. Foꝛ in that ſyght c in that knowynge ol Je⸗ 
lu is fully the blyſle of a reaſonable ſoule ⁊ endles Ive. 

Joha. Thus ſayth our logde (Hee elt autẽ vita eterna bt cogno⸗ 

vj. cant te verũ deũ et que miliſti ielum xpᷣm) That is / fa⸗ 

ther this is endles lyfe that thy cholen foules knowe the 
and thy fone whome thou halt lente one ſothlaſt god. 
¶ Ot two maner of loues / refoꝛmed and vnrekoz⸗ 
med / what it meaneth / and how we be bounde to 
loue Jelu moche foꝛ our makynge / but moze oz 
dur aàgaynebpenge / but mooſt ot all foz our ſauyng 
thꝛugh the gyktes ot his lou. Ca. xxxuii. 
post Wondꝛeſt thou ſythen this knowynge ok 
god is the blyſſe and the ende of a ſoule / why than 
haue F ſayd here before that a ſoule ſholde nought elle 
coueyte but onely 5 loueof god. J ſpake nothyngeofthis 
lyght that a ſoule ſholde coueyte this. Unto this may F 
laye thus /that the lyght of Felt is full blyſſeof a ſoule/ 
and that is onely for p lyght / but it is allo foꝛ the bleſſed 
loue that cõmeth out of that lyght. Heuertheles foꝛ loue 
cometh out of knowynge / and not knowynge out of loue | 
therkoꝛe it is ſayd that in knowynge and in ſyght puncy | 
pally of god with loue / is the blyſſe of a ſoule /e the moꝛe 
bets knowen / the better he is toned: But koꝛ as moche 
aS to this knowynge oꝛ to this loue that commeth ot t 


—— 
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map not the ſoule come without loue / therfoꝛe ſayd F 


thou ſho deſt coueyte loue / koz loue is caule why a foule 
cCpmeth to this knowyng zto this louethat cometh of it. 


And on what maner that is / J ſhall tell the moze open: 
ly. Holy wꝛyters ſaye / and ſothe it is / that there is two 
maner ok gooſtly loue. One is called foꝛmed / an other 


is called vnfoꝛmed. Loue vnkoꝛmed is god hym lelfke 


the thyꝛde perfone in Trinite / that is the holy gooſt / he 


is loue vnfoꝛmed and vnmade / as laynt Johan layth. 
Deus dilectio eft) God is loue / that is the holy gooſt. 


{ 


Loue foꝛmed in the affeccyon of the foule made by the 
holy gooſt of the ſyght and of the knowynge of lothfaſt⸗ 
nes / that is god onely ſtered and fet in hym. This loue 
is called foꝛmed / foꝛ it is made by the holy gooſt. This 


loue is not god in hymſelke / for it is made / but it is the 
loue of the foule felteof the ſyght of Jelu / and ſtered to 
phymonelp. Mow mayſt thou le that loue foꝛmed is not 
| caufe why a ſoule cometh to the gooſtly ſyght ol Jelu / 
aͤnd ſome men wolde thynke that they wolde loue god fo 


bꝛennyngly / as though it were by theyꝛ owne myght / 
that they were woꝛthy to haue the gooſtly knowynge 


| of hym. ape it is not ſo / but loue vnfoꝛmed cthat is 
god hymlelked is cauſe o all his knowynge / foꝛ a blynde 
wWꝛetched ſoule is fo farre fro the clere knowyng and the 


bleſſed felynge of his loue thꝛugh lynne ¢ kraylte of the 


bodyly kynde/that it myght neuer come vnto it / ne were 
the endles mochenes of the loue of almyghty god. But 
than bycauſe he loued vs fo moche therfore be gyueth 
as his loue/that is the holy gooſt. He is the gyuer and 
the gykte / x maketh vs than by that gpfte foꝛ to knowe 
and loue hym. Loo this is the loue that I ſpakeot/that 
thou ſholdeſt onely coueyte and delſyꝛethis vnfoꝛmed loz 


ueſhat is the holy goott, Fog lothip a lelle thynge oꝛ a 
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leſle gyfte than he is may not auayle vs foꝛ to bꝛynge vs 
to the bleſſed lyght of Jelu / and therfore ſholde we fullp 
befpre and aſke of Jelu onelp this gylte of loue / that he 
Wolde for the mochenes of his loue lo bleſled touche our 
hertes with his vnleable lyght tothe knowyng of hym / 


and departe with vs of his loue / that as he loueth vs / 
that we myght loue hym agayn. Thus ſayth ſaynt Jos 
han ( Nos diligamus deum / quoniam iple pꝛioꝛ dicxit 


nog) That is / loue Wwe god now / foz he fyꝛſt loued vs/he 


loueth vs moche whan he made vs to his lpkenes / but 


he loued vs moze whan he bought vs with his pꝛecy⸗ 
ous blode thꝛugh wylfull takynge of deth in his man⸗ 
hede fro the power of the fende and fro the payne ol hell 
but he loueth vs mooſt whan he gyueth vs the gylteot 
the holy gooit that is loue / by ß whiche we knowe hym 
and loue hym / and are made (ure that we are his fones 
cholen to laluacpon /foʒ this loue are we moꝛe boũde vn⸗ 
to hym / than loꝛ ony other loue that cuer he ſytwed for 
vs / eyther in our makpnge /oꝛ in our agapue byenge / foz 
though he had made vs and bought vs /but pt he ſaue 
vs withall / what ſhold it pꝛofyte elſe to vs our makyng 


dn our bpenge / lothiy ryght nought. Therloꝛe the moolt 


token of louc ſhewed to vs cas me thynkethois this /that 


he gyueth hymlelfe in his godhede to our ſoules. He dyd 
gyue hym elfe fr and foꝛmeſt in his manhede to vs 
foʒ our raunſome whan that he dyd offre hymlelfe vnto 
the father of heuen vpon the awter of the croſſe. This 
was a meruaylous fayꝛe gyfte / and alſo a ryght greate 
token of loue. But what tyme he gyueth hymlelfe in his 
godhede gooſtly vnto our foules fo2 our laluacyen / end 
alſo maketh vs for to knowe hym / and ſoz to leut hm. 


Than he loueth vs fully for than gyueth he hymlelfe 


— — — 
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to vs / and moze myght he not gyue vs / noz lelle myaht 
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not huttote to bs. Ind for this fame cauſe it is ſayd that 
the ryghtynge of a ſyntull ſoule thꝛugh koꝛgyuenes of 
ſynnes is arrected and appꝛopꝛped pꝛincypally vnto the 
werkynge of the holy gooſt / koꝛ the holy gooſt is loue⸗ 
and in the ryghtyngeok a ſoule our loꝛde Jelu ſheweth 
toa ſoule mooſt of his loue. 4Joꝛ he dothe away all lynne 
and onech it to hum / & that lame is the bet thyngethat 


* he may do to a ſoule / and therkoꝛe it is appꝛopꝛyed vnto 


the holy gooſt / the makynge of the ſoule is appꝛopꝛyed 
vnto the father / as for the ſouerayne myght and power 
that he ſheweth in the makynge of tt the byenge of it is 
arrected to the ſone / as foꝛ the ſouerayn wytte and wyl⸗ 


dome that he ſhewed in his manhede / for heouercame 


our gooſtly ennemy the fende pꝛyncypally thꝛugh wyk⸗ 
dome / and not thꝛugh ſtreugthe / but the ryghtynge and 
the full faupng of a foule by foꝛgyuenes of lynnes is aps. 
pꝛopꝛyed to the thyꝛde perlone / that is the holy gooſt / foꝛ 
therin ſheweth Fefu mooſt loue bnto mannes ſoule / and 
for that thynge (hall he be mooſt loued of vs agayne. His 
makynge is comune to vs to all reaſonable creatures / 
foꝛ as he made vs of nought / ſo made he them / and ther 
foꝛe is this wertze greateſt ol myght / but not mooſt ot lo 
ue / allo the byenge is cõmune to vs and to all reaſonable 


ſoules / as to iewes and farasyns and to kalſe chꝛyſten 
men / foꝛ he dyed fo2 all foules Flybe / and bought them 


pyk they wyll haue the perkyte loue ok it / and allo it Cuffy: 
leth for the byenge ot all / though it be fo that all haue it 


not / and this werke was mooſt of wyſdom / not mooſt 
ot loue. But the ryghtynge e the halowynge of our ſou⸗ 
les thꝛugh the gylte ol the holy gooſt / that is onely the 
werkyng ol loue/and that is not cõmune / but it is a ſpe⸗ 
cyall gyfte onely to choſen ſoules / a ſothiy that is mooſt 
Werkynge of loue to vs that are his cholen chylderne. 


——ů— 


moolt that We do that we allent wylkullp vnto his gras | 


ae 


l ytell / and by that lyght he rauylſheth all the alttccyon 
orthe loule to hym / and than begynneth the toule toꝛ o 


This is the loue of god that 4 ipake ot / the whichetyo n 


uen to vs / it werketh in our ſoule au that good is / and 
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ſholdeſt coueyte and delyꝛe / ioz this loue is god hymtel ke 
and che holy gooſt. This loue vntozmed Whan it is gy⸗ 


loue hym / loꝛ it clenieth vs tyꝛſt ol our iynncs / maketh 
vs foꝛ to loue hym / and maueth our wyl itronge loꝛ to 
agaynſt ande ali ſyunes / and ſtereth vs loꝛ to allaye our 
ſelte thaugh dyuerle exercylts ; bolhe bodyly and gcotily © 
in all vettues. It ſtereth vs allo toʒ to loꝛſake the lynne 
and tleſſhely atteccyons ⁊ Woꝛldly dꝛedes. It kepeth vs 
fro malycyous temptacyons of the tende / c dꝛyueth vs 
out fro velynes and vanite of the woꝛlde / and fro cduer⸗ 
lacyon of Woꝛidly iouers. All this dothe the loue of ged 
vnkozmed wyan he gyuech hymlelfe to vs / we do rygyht 
nought but tuffre hym and allent to hym / loz that is the 


all that longeth to goodnes. This loucth vs oz that we 


cyous Werkynge in vs. And pet is not that woyll ot vs 
but of his makpuge / fo that me thynketh that he dolhe 
in vs all that is well done / and pet le we it not. And he 

dothe not all oneiy thus / but after this loue dothe moze / 
for he openeth the cye ofthe ſoule / and he ſheweth to the 
ſoule the ſyght of Jeſu wonderkully / aud the knowynge 
of hym as the loule may ſuffre it thus by lyt ell and vy 


knowe hym gooſtly / and bꝛennyngly to loue hym. Than 
ſeeth the loule ſom what of the kynde of the blelled ged⸗ 
hede ol Felu how that he is all / and that he werkelh all | 
and that all good dedes that are done and good thoueh⸗ 
tes are oncly of hym (oz he is all ſeuerayne myght and 
all louerapne ſothkaſtnes & all ſouerayne goodnes / and 
herſoꝛe euery good dede is done ol hym / a by hym / and 


i 
nN 
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he ſhall onely haue the woꝛſhyp e the thanke loꝛ all good 
dedes / and nolhynge but he / toz though wzetched men 
ſtele his woꝛſhyp here toꝛ a whyle. Meucrihelefeatthe | 
lai eude ſhall iothtaſtnes ſhewe Well that Jeſu dyd all? 
and man dyd ryght nought ot hymſelke / and than ſhall 
theues ol goodes that are not accoʒded with hyn here 
in this lyfe for theyꝛ treſpace be demed to deth / and Je⸗ 
fu ſhall be fully woꝛſhypped and thanked of all bleſled 
creatures foʒ his werkynge. This loue is nought elſe 
but Jelſu hymlelfe / that fo2 very loue werketh all this 


in mannes ſoule / refozmeth it in felyng to his lpkenes 


as I haue before ſayd ⁊ᷣ ſomwhat as F ſhall ſape. This 
loue bzyngeth into the ſoule the fulhede ok all vertues /R 
maketh all clene and true / ſolte and ealp/ turneth hym 
all in to loue c in to lpkynge. And on what maner Wyle 
he dothe that / J ſhall tell the a lytell after warde. This 


loue dzaweth p loule fro bayne beholdynge of all woꝛld⸗ 


ly thynges in to cõtemplacyon of gooſtly creatures and 
of goddes pꝛeuptees / fro flelſhelyhede in to gooſtlynes / 
fro erthly felynge in to heuenly ſauoure. 5 
¶ How ſome ſoule loueth Jelu by bodyly feruours 
and by thep: owne manly affcccpons that be tered 
by grace ¢ by reaſon / and how fome loue Felu moze 
reſtfully by gooſtly affeccions onely ſtered inwardly 
thzugh ſlpecpall grace ot the holy gooſt. Ca. xxxv. 
Han may I ſape that he that hath mooſt of this 
loue here in this lyke mooſt plealeth god / mooſt 
clere lyght ſhall haue of hym / and mooſt fully loue hym 


16 in the blyſſe ol heuen / loz he hath the mooſt gpfte of loue 


here in erth / this loue may not be had by mannes chine 
trauaple as ſome wene. It is frely had of thegracyous 
gykte of Jeſu after moche bodyly and gooſtly trauayle 


| gopnge before for there are ſome louers of god p make 
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themlelfe to loue god as it were by theyꝛ owne myght / 
for they ſtrayne themlelfe thꝛugh great vpolence / x pant 
ſo ſtrongly that they bꝛeſt in to bodyly feruours / as they 
wolde dꝛawe downe god fro heuen to them / they ſaye 
in theyz hertes and with theyꝛ mouthes. A loꝛde J loue 
the / and J wolde loue the / J wolde for thy loue luffre 
deth. And in this maner of werkynge they fele great ker? 
uour and moche grace /and lothe it is / me thynketh this 
werkynge is good and medekull / pk it be well tempered 
with mekenes ⁊ with diſcrecion. But neuertheles thele 
men loue not / ne haue not thegykteok loueonthat maner 
as Iſpeke ot ne they alte it not fo for a ſoule that hath | 
the gykte of loue thꝛugh gracyous beholdynge ol Jeſu 
as Imeane /o; elſe pf he haue it not pet / but wold haue 
it / heis not bely for to ſtrayne hymſelfe ouer his myght 
as it Were by bodyly ſtrength foꝛ to loue it by bodyly ker 
uours / and fo for to fele the loue ot god / but hym thyn⸗ 
keth that he is ryght nought / and that he tan do ryght 
nought of hymſelfe / but as it were a deed thynge onely 
hangynge and boꝛne bp by the mercy of god. He ſeetßh 
well that Jeſu is all and dothe all / and therfoꝛe aſketh 
he no maner thynge elle but the gyfte ol loue / foꝛ ſythen 
that the loule leeth that his owne loue is nought / ther⸗ 
foze it wolde haue his loue / foꝛ that is pnough therfore | 
pꝛayeth he / and that defpzeth he that the loue of god 
wold touche hym with his bleſled lyght / that hemyght 
ſe a lytell of hym by his gracyous pꝛelence / foʒ than (hols | 
de he loue hym. And fo bythis maner of meanes cõdmeth 
the gykte ol louecthat is god) in to a ſoule / the moꝛethat 
a loule noughteth it lelke thꝛugh grace by ſyght of his 
fothfafines ſomtyme without ony ferusur outwardly 
ſhewed / a the leſſe that it thynketh that it loueth oꝛ ſeeth 
god / the nerer it nygheth forte perceyue the gyfteokthe 


bleſled loue/for than is loue mayſter and werketh in the 
ſoule /maketh it to foggete it leite / and loz to ſe & beholde 
onely how loue dothe / e than is the ſoule moze luffrynge 
than doynge / and that is clene loue. Thus ſaynt Poule 
meaned whan he layd thus ( Quicũq; (piritu det agun⸗Bom̃. 
tur hij fili dei lũt) All thele that are wꝛought with the vii. 
ſpiryte ot god are goddes lones / that is / ſoules that are 
made ſo mete and fo buxom to god that they Werke not 
ok themſelfe / but ſuſtre the holy gooſt to ſtere them and 
werke inthem felynges of loue With a lwete coꝛde of his 
ſteryuges. Thele are ſpecyally goddes ſones mooſt lyke 

vnto hym. Other ſoules that can not loue thus / but tra⸗ 
uaple themſelfe by theyz owne affliccpons c ſtere them 
ſelfe thzugh theyꝛ owne thynkynge of god ¢ bodyly exer⸗ 
cyſe / loʒ to dꝛawe out of themſelfe by mayſtry p kelyng of 
loue by feruours c other bodyly ſignes / loue not gooſtly / 
they do well emedefully / yk lo be that they wyñ knowe 
mekely that theyz werkyng is not the kyndly gracyous 
kelynge ot loue / but it is manly doynge by a ſoule at the 
byddynge of reaſon / neuertheleſſe thꝛugh the goodnes 

of god bycaute that the ſoule dotheÿ in it is/thele manly 
afteccyons of the foule ſtered in to god by mannes wer⸗ 
kynge are turned in to gooſtly affeccyons /c are medekull 

as yt they had ben done gooſtly in the fyꝛſt begynnynge. 

Ind this is a greate curteſy of our loꝛde ſhewed to meke 
ſoules that turneth all theſe manly affeccpons of kynd⸗ 
Iyploue in tothe affeccyon and in to the mede ol his owne 
loue / as pf that he had ought hym all fully by hym 
felke. And ſo thele manly affeccyons fo turned may Well 
be called aſfercyons of gooſtly loue though purchale / 
and not though kyndely bꝛyngynge forthe of the holy 
goolks A ſave not that a ſoule may werke ſuche many 
atecepousonely.of it lelte without grace, fat IJ wote 

ij. 
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well that laynt Poule ſayth that we may ryght nought 
i. Coʒĩ. do nethynke that good is of our ſelfe without grace ( M õ 
iy, eni qd lumus ſufticiẽtes cogitare aliqͥd ex nobis quaſier 
nobis:ſed ſuſticientia noſtra ex deo eſt That is / we that 
loue god / wene that we fuffple fo to loue orto thynke 
good of our ſelte onely / but our ſutfyſynge is of god / fo 
god Werketh in all bothe good werke and good Wwyll/ as 
Phi. ſaynt Poule lapth Deus eſt qͥ operatur in nobis et belle | 
j. et plicere ꝓ bona volũtate) That is / it is god that wer 
bheth in vs good Wyll ⁊ fulfyllynge of good wyll. But | 
faye that ſuche affeccyon are good made by the wyll and 
meaneok a ſoule after the generall grace that he gyueth 
to all chofen ſoules / not of ſpecyall grace made gooſtly 
by touchyng of his gracyous pꝛelence as he werketh in 
his perkyte louers / as J (apd befoze/for in vnperkyte lo⸗ 
uers loue werketh frely by the alfeceyons of man / but in 
perkyte louers loue werketh nerely by theyꝛ owne gooſt⸗ 
ly affeccyons/e ſleeth in a ſoule for the tyme all other at: 
feccpons / bothe flelſhely / kyndly / a manip & that is pꝛo⸗ 
perlythe werkyng ol loue by hymlelke. Thus loue may 
be had in a lytell in party here in a clene loule thꝛugh the 
gooſtly lyght of Jelu / but in the blyſſe of heuen it is fui⸗ 

kylled by clere lyght of his godhede. For there ſhall none 
affeccyon be felte in a ſoule but godly and gooſllx. 
¶¶ That the gykte of loue amonge all other gyktes ok 
Jelu is woꝛthyeſt c mooſt pꝛokytable. And how Fein 
dothe all that is well done in his louers onely fox loue/ 
and how loue maketh the vlynge of all vertues and 
all good dedes lyght and car. Ca. xxx bj. 
Ske thou than of god nothynge but this gytte 
Aokloue / that is the holy gooſt / ſoꝛ amonge all the 
gyktes that out loꝛde gyueth / there is none ſo good net | 
pꝛokytable / ſo woꝛthy ne lo excellent as this is/ oz there 


— — 
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is no gylte of god that is bothe the gyuer and the gykfte 
but this gyfte of loue. And therfore it is the beſt and the 
Woꝛthyeſt. The gylte of prophecy / the gykte of myꝛa⸗ 
cles Werkynge / the gykte ok greate knowynge and coun⸗ 
leylynge / and the gyfte of greate faſtyng 02 okgreate pe⸗ 
naũce doynge / oꝛ ony other fuche are great gyktes of the 
holy gooſt / but they are not the holy gooſt / foꝛ a repꝛo⸗ 
urd loule and a dampnable myght haue all thele gyktes 
as bath a choſen ſoule / and therfore all thele maner gyk⸗ 
tes are not greatly fo2 to deſyꝛe ne moche forte care / but 
the gykt ot loue is the holy gooſt god hymlelfe / and hym 
may no ſoule haue c be dampned withall / for that gylte 
laueth it onely fro dampnacpyon / and maketh it goddes 
ſione / partener of heuenly herytage. And that loue as J 
haue betoꝛe ſayd is not the affeccyon of loue that is fo2- 
med ina ſoule / but it is the holy gooſt hymſelfe / that is 
loue vnkoꝛmed that ſaueth a ſoule. For he gyueth hym 
elfe to a ſoule fyꝛſt oꝛ the ſoule loueth hym / and he fo2- 
meth the affeccyon in the ſoule / x maketh the foule foꝛ to 
loue hym onely for hymtelfe / ⁊ not onely that / but allo vs 
this gyfte the ſoule loueth it felfee all his euen chꝛyſten 
Ass it ſelfe onely for god / and this is the gyfte of loue that 
maleth ſhedyng bytwene chofen ſoules e repꝛoued / and 
this gyfte maketh fully peace bytwene god and a ſoule / 
Conelp all bleſſed creatures hoolly in god / foꝛ it maketh 
Jelu fo; to loue vs /and we hym alſo / and eueryche of vs 
tod to loue other in hym. Coueyte thou this gykte ofloue 
pꝛyncypally as I haue ſayd / foꝛ pf he wyll of his grace 
vue it the onthat maner wyle / it ſhall open a lyghten p 
ealon ok thy foule for to ſe ſothfaſtnes p is god t gooſtly 
thynges / and it hall ſtere thyne alkeccyon hoolly fo2 to fe 
lothkfaltnes that is god ¢ gooltlp thynges & it hall ſtere 
| thyneatfeccion hoolly fully fo2 to loue * it ſhall 
. Alf, 
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werke in thy ſoult onely as he wyll/ e thou halt beholde 
Jeſu reuerently with ſoftnes ot loue /c ſe how he dothe. 
Thus byddeth he by his ꝓphete p We ſholde do/layenge 

thus (Vacate et videte am̃ ego fun deus) Ceaſe ye aud 
le that J am god / that is /ye that are reformed in felyng : 
aud haue pour inner eye opened in to the ſyght of gooſtiy 
thynges/ceaſe pe ſomtyme of outwarde werkynge / cle 
that J am god / that is/ſe onely how Jelu god a man 
do/bebolde you mie / foꝛ J do all / I am loue /and fozioue | 

do all that J do / and ye do nought. And that this is 
tothe I (hall ſhewe you / foz there is no good dede done bo 
youre good thought felt in you / but yt it be done thzugg 
me / that is/thzugh myght e wyldome / loue myghty⸗ 
lp/ wytly and louelp / elle it is no good Dede. But uc is 
it ſothe that N Jeſu am bothe myght and wyldome and 
blelſed loue / and ye nought / foꝛ J am god / than may ye 
well fe that J do all your good dedes / and all pour good 
thoughtes / and all your good loues in you / pe do ryght 
nought / and pet neuertheleſſe be all thele good dedes cal⸗ 
led pours / not for ye werke them pꝛyncypally / but for ZF | 
gyue them to pou fo2 loue that I haue to ou / and ther⸗ 
foze lythen I that am Jelu / ⁊ toʒ loue do all this ceale | 
pve than okthe beholdynge of your elfe / and (et pour felfe | 
at nought /c loke on me / and le that J am god / foꝛ 1 do 
all this. This is ſom what of the meanynge ok the verſe 
of Dauid before ſayd / ſe than c beholde what loue wer⸗ 9 
keth in a chofen ſoule that he reloꝛmeth in kelyuge bute | 
his lykenes whan the reafon is lyghtued a lytell to the 
gooſtly knowyngeok Jelu / and to the felynge ol his loue 
than bꝛyngeth loue in to the foule the fulbedeof vertues 
aud turneth them all in to foftnes and in to lykynge / as 
it were without werkyng of the ſoule / oz the ſoule ſtry⸗ 
ueth not moche loꝛ the getynge of them as it dyd befoze | 
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but it hach them eatelp / and feleth them reſtkully onely 


4 
1 


thzugh the gylte of loue / that is the holy gooſt / and that 
18 A greate contoꝛte and gladnes vnlpekable Whan it fez 
leth lodeynly and woteth not how p vertue of mekenes 


And pacpence/foberte and ladnes / chaſtite and clennes / 
| loupngeto his euen chꝛyſten / and all other vertues / the 
whiche were to hym ſomtyme trauaplous / paynkull æ 
harde to kepe / are now turned in to ſoftnes t lykynge / 
min to wonderkull lyghtnes / lo farfoꝛth that hym thyn⸗ 
heth no mayſtry ue no hardnes foz to kepe euery vertue⸗ 
bu it is mooſt lykynge to hym kfoꝛ to kepe it / and all this 
maͤketh loue. Other men that ſtande inthe wayeokcha⸗ 
tkite / ⁊ are not pet fo farfoꝛth in grace / but werke vnder 
the byddynge of reafon / they ſtryue and kyght all daye 
àgaynſt lynnes forthe getyng ot vertues / and ſomtyme 
they be aboue / and ſomtyme vndernethe / as wꝛaſtlers 
aͤre / thele men do full well / they haue bertues in reaſon / 
c wyll / not in ſauour noꝛ vet in loue /ſoꝛ they fyght with 
themlelke / as it were by they; owne myght foꝛ them / 
and therkoꝛe may they not haue full reſt/ne fully alſo the 
hyer hande. euertheleſſe they ſhall haue moche mede / 


but they are not yet meke ynough / they haue not pet 


put themſelfe all fully in goddes hande / foꝛ they le hym 
not pet. But a ſoule that hath gooſtly ſyght of Jelu /ta⸗ 
keth no great kepe ot ſtryuyng foꝛ vertues foꝛ that tyme 
heis not aboute them ſpecyally / but he fetteth all his 
belynes for to kepe that fame lyght and that beholdyng 
ok our loꝛde Jeſu that it hath foꝛ to holde the mynde fed 
kaſtly therto / and than bynde the loue onelp to it / that it 
kall not therkro / and foꝛgete all other thynges as moche 


AS it may /c Lohan it dothe thus / than is Jeſu ſothlaſt⸗ 


Aagaynſt al maner of lynnes / and beſhadoweth it with 
his bleſled pretence / and geteth it all maner of vertues⸗ 
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and the foule is fo confoꝛted ⁊ ſo boʒne vp With the lotte 
kelynge of loue that it bath of the lyght ot Jelu/that it 
feleth no greate dileaſe out warde. Ind thus ficeth loue 
generally all lynnes in a loule / and reiozmeth it in the 
newe felynges of vertues. 5 | 
¶ How loue through gracyous beholdynge of Jeſu 
lleech all ſterynges of pꝛyde / e maketh the loult to leſe 
ſauour t delpte in all erthly woꝛſhyp. Ca. xxx vij. 
yy Cuerthelefle how loue ſleeth ſynnes & rekozmeth 
vertues in a ſoule moze ſpecyally hall I ſap / and 
tyzſt ot pꝛyde / & of mekenes that is contrarp vertue thers | 
to. Thou ſhalte vnderſtande that there is two maner ol 
mekenes / one is had by werkynge ok realon / an other is 
felte of p ſpecyal gyfte of loue / bothe are of loue / but that 
one loue werketh by realon of p ſoule / but that other he 
werketh by hymlelfe / the fyꝛſt is vnperkyte / that other 
is perkyte / the fyꝛſt mekenes that a man keleth of behol⸗ 
dynge of his owne ſynnes and of his owne wzetchednes 
thꝛugh p whiche beholdynge he thynketh hymlelke vn⸗ 
Worthy foz to haue ony gylte ot grace oꝛ ony mede of god 
but hym thynketh it pnough that he wolde of his great 
mercy graunte hym koꝛgyuenes of his ſynnes / and also 
he thynketh hym bycaule of his owne lynnes that he is 
Woꝛſe than the moot ſynner that lyueth / and that eue⸗ 
ry man dothe better than he / and fo by ſuche beholdynge 
thꝛuſteth be hymlelke downe in his thought vnder all 
men / and he is bely foz to agaynſtande the ſterynge of 
pꝛyde as moche as he may / bothe bodyly pꝛyde € gooſt⸗ 
ly / and delpyleth hymlelke ſo that he allentech not to the 
felynges of pꝛyde. And pf his herte be taken ſomtyme 
With it /that it bedefouled with vayne iope ot woꝛſyyp 
oꝛ of connynge / oz of pꝛayſynge / oꝛ of ony other thynge ? 
as ſoone as he map perceyue it / he is euvll aparde wu 
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hymlelle ⁊ bath ſoꝛo we fo2 it in herte / x alketh foꝛgyue⸗ 
nes ok it of god / ſheweth be to his cõfeſlour / c acculeth 
phymlelfe mekelp / receyueth his penatice this is good 
mekenes / but it is not vet peripte mekenes / for it is of 
ſoules that are begynnynge ⁊ pꝛokytyng in grace cauſed 
of beholdyng of lynnes. Loue werketh this mekenes by 
reaſou oł the ſoule. erkyte mekenes a ſoule feleth of the 
lyght tthe gooſtly knowyng of Jelu / fo Dohan the holy 
gooſt lyghtneth the reafon in to the lyght of ſothkaſtnes 
how Jelu is all/⁊ that he dothe all/ß loule bath ſo great 
loue c ſo great tope in that gooſtly lyght / fo2 it is ſo ſoth⸗ 
faſt / chat it foꝛgeteth it lelte / c fully leneth to Jelu w all 
the loue that it hath foz to beholde hym it taketh no kepe 
ok no vnwoꝛthpnes of it ſelfe/ne of ſynne afore done / but 
fetteth at nought it lelfe with all the lynnes e all ö good 
dedes vb euer it dyd / as yl there were nothynge but Jelu 
Thus meke Dauyd was Whan he fayd thus (Et tub: Pfal. 
tantia mea tanq; nichilũ ante te) That is /loꝛde Jelu p xxxviij. 
|. fpahtof thy bleſled vnmade fubftatice and thyne endles 
beynge ſheweth well to me that my ſubſtaunce ⁊ beynge 
ok my foule is as nought agaynſt the / alſo agaynſt his 
euen chꝛyſten he hath no regarde to them / ne demyng of 
them / wohether they be better oꝛ woꝛſe than hymſelte is 
Foy he holdeth hymlelke tall other men as it Were euen 
i) plpbenought of themſelfe agaynſt god / ⁊ that is fothe/ 
fox al the goodnes that is done in hymſlelfe oꝛ in them / is 
onelp of god / whome he beholdeth as all / t therkoꝛe let⸗ 
teth he all other creatures at nought as he doth hvlelke / 
thus meke was the pꝛophete whan he layd thus (Des Elai. x. 
| gentes quali non (int fic ſunt coꝛam co et quaſi nichilũ et 
mane reputate funt ei) All men are before our loꝛde as 
nought / c as vnnotektull c nought they are accounted to 
hym. That is agaynſt the endles beynge / and the vn⸗ 
4 Sca.ꝑłec. T.. 
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chatigeable kynde of god / mankynde is as nought/foz of 
nought it is made / to nought ſhold it returne but pkhe 
kepte it in p beynge that made it ol nought / this is loth⸗ 
faſtnes / and this ſholde make a loule mee yl it myght 
fe though grace this ſothkaſtnes. Therkoꝛe whan loue 
openeth the ynner eye of the loule foꝛ to ſe this ſothlaſt⸗ 
nes / with other circũſtaũces that cometh withall / than 
begynneth the loule foz to be ſothfaſtly meke / foꝛ than 
by the lyght of god it feleth and ſeeth it lelfe as it is / and 
than foꝛlateth the ſoule the beholdynge and the lenynge 
to it ſelfe / and fully falleth to p beholdynge ol Jelu. And 
whan it doth ſo / than ſetteth the ſoule nought by all the 
Joye and all the woꝛſhyp of the woꝛlde. Foꝛ the Joye ok 
Woꝛldly Wozſhyp is fo lytell and fo nought in regarde 
ofthat Jope and that loue that it feleth in the gooftip © 
lyght ol Jeſu and knowyng of ſoth faſtnes / that though 
it myght haue it without ony lynne / he wolde nouggt 
haue ot it/noʒ though men wolde woꝛſhyp hym/pꝛayſe 

hym / and fauour hym / oz fet hym at greate eſtate / it ly © 
Beth hym nought / noz though he had the connynge of al 
the ſeuen artes of clergy / and of all the craftes vnder the 
ſonne / oꝛ had power foꝛ to werke all maner of myꝛacles/ 
he hath no moꝛe deynty ok all this / ne no moꝛe ſauoureok 
them / than to gnawe on a dꝛye ſtycke / he had Well leuer 
foꝛgete all this and foꝛ to be alone out ot᷑ the ſyght of the 
Woꝛlde / than foz to thynke on them and be wozſhypyed 
of all maner of men. Foz the herte of a true louer of Je⸗ 
lu is made fo moche and lo large thꝛugh a lytell ſyght ok 
hym and a lytell kelynge ot his gooſtly loue / that all the 
lpkynge and all the Jope of all erthe may not ſuffyſe fo 
to kyll a coꝛner ot᷑ it. And than it ſemeth well that thele 
wꝛetched Worldly louers that are as it were rauyſſhed 
in loue of theyꝛ owne wozſhyp / and purſue after it fo: 
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fo haue it with all the myght and all the wytte that they 
haue / they haue no lauoure in this mekenes / they are 
Wonders karre therfro / but the louer ol Jelu hath this 
mekenes laſtyngly / and that not with heuynes and ſtry 
uynge foz it / but with lykynge and gladnes / the whiche 
gladnes it hath not bycaule it foʒſakelh the wozſhyp of 
che woꝛlde / foꝛ that were a proude mekenes / that lon⸗ 
geth to an ypocryte / but fo2 bycauſe he hath a ſyght and 
a gooſtly knowynge of fothfaltnes and Woꝛthynelle of 
Jelu thꝛugh the gytte of the holy gooſt / that reuerent 
lyght and that louely beholdynge ol Jelu conforterh the 
loue fo wonderkully/ and beareth it vp fo myghtyly and 
fo ſoftly / that ſothly it may haue no lykynge / ne fully 
reſt in none erthly ioye / ne it wyll not / he maketh no 
force whether men lacke hym / oz pꝛaylſe hym / woꝛſhyp 
hym / oꝛ deſpyſe hym / as for hymlelfe/he letteth it not at 
herte / neyther foz to be well apayde yl men delpylſe hym 
as fo2 moꝛe mekenes / ne foz to be euyll apapde/that men 
ſholde woꝛſhyp hym o2 pꝛayle hym / he had leuer to foz⸗ 
giete bothe that one and that other / and onely thynke on 
Jielu ⁊ gete mekenes by that waye / and that is moche 
the lurer waye / who myght cõmetherto. Thus dyd Da 
upd whan he layd ( Oculi met lemper ad dominũ quo: Plal. 
niam ipſe euellet de laqueo pedes meog) That is to ſaye xiiij. 
mne eyen are euer open to our loꝛde Jelu / for Why he 
hall plucse my fete fro ſnares of ſynnes. Jo whan he 
dothe ſo / than ſozſaketh he btterlp hymſelke and vnder 
caſteth hym hoolly to Jelu / than is he ina Cure warde 

fo2 the ſhelde of fothfattnes the whiche he holdeth/ke⸗ 
peth hym ſo well that he ſhall not be hurte thꝛugh no ſte 
rynge ol pꝛyde / as longe as he holdeth hym within the 
ſhelde / as the pꝛophete ſayth ( Scuto circũdabit te veri⸗Pſal.x. 
tas eius non timebis a timoze nocturno) Sothfaſtnes 
| . ij. 
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{hall beclepe the with a ſheelde / and that is / xk thou call 
other thynges lelte) onely beholde hym / koꝛ than ſhalte 
thou not dꝛede koꝛ the nyghtes dꝛede / that is / thou ſhalte 
not dꝛede the ſpꝛyte of pꝛyde / Whether he cõme bynyght 

Plal. x. on by dape/as the nexte berſe layth alter thus (Aſagit⸗ 
ta bolaute in die) Pꝛyde cõmeth by nyght foꝛ to aſſayle a 

_ foule Dhan itis deſpyled a repꝛoued ok other men / that 

it ſholde by that fall in heuynes and in to loꝛowe. It cõ⸗ 
meth allo as an arowe fleynge on the daye whan a man 
is woꝛſhypped and pꝛayled of all men / whether it be foz 
woꝛldly doynge oꝛ foꝛ gooſtly/that he ſholde haue vayne 
ioye in hymſelke reſtyngly / kalſe gladnes in a paſſynge 
thynge. This is a ſharpe arowe and a perylous At fleet 
lwyltly / and it ſtryketh loftly / but it woundeth deedly. 
But the louer ot Jeſu that ſtably beholdeth by deuoute 
pꝛayers ⁊ bely thynkynge on hym / is fo belapped witz 
the lure ſheldeol ſothkaſtnes that he dꝛedeth not / fo: this 
arowe map not entre in to the ſoule / ne though it cõdme 
it hurteth not / but glenteth awaye and paſſeth fozthe. 
And thus is the ſoule made mekecas J vnderſtande) by 
the werkynge of the holy gooſt / that is the gykte or loue 
for he openeth the eyeok the ſoule foꝛ to ſe and loue Jelu / 
and he kepeth the loule in that ſyght reſtkully and ſure⸗ 
ly / and he lleeth all the ſterynges of pꝛyde wonderfully 
and pꝛyuely and loktly / and the ſoule woteth not how. 
And alfo he bꝛyngeth in by that waye ſothfaſtnes / and 
onely the vertue of mekenes / and all this dothe loue / but 
not in all his louers ylyke full / for ſome hath this grace 
but ſhoꝛtly aud lytell as it were in the begynnynge ok it / 
and a lytell aſlayenge towarde / foꝛ the conſcyence is not 
pet cleuſed fully thzugh grace / and ſome haue it moze 
fullp/foz they haue clerer lyght of Jelu / x they fele more 
of this loue / and ſome bath it mooft fully / foꝛ they haue 
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the full gytte of contemplacyon. Neuertheleſle he that 
leeſt hath on this maner as J haue ſayd / J hope ſothiy 
he bath the gykte of perkyte metenes / for he hath the 
apie ol perkpteloue. 

¶ Hob loue ſleeth all ſterynges of wꝛath renup Cott: 
lp / and relozmeth in the ſoulethe vertues of peace and 
pacyence and ot perfpte charite to his euen chꝛyſten⸗/ 
as he dyd (pecpally in the apoſtles. Ca. xxx viij. 
i Due werketh wylely and loftly in a ſoule / there 
Lhe wyll / foꝛ he ſleeth myghtyly ire and enuy / and 


E pallions oł angrynes & melancoly in it /⁊ bꝛyngeth in 


to the ſoule vertues ot pacyence ⁊ myldnes / pealpbplite 
and amyte to his euen chꝛiſten / it is full harde and alſo a 
great mayſtry toa man that ſtandeth onely in werkyng 


ol his owne realon foz to kepe pacyence/holy ret & loft⸗ 


nes in herte a charite to his euen chꝛiſten pt they dileale 
hym vunlkyltully and do hym Wꝛonge / that he ne ſhall do 
ſomwhat agayne vnto them thꝛugh ſterynge of tre 02 of 
melancolp / epther in ſpekynge o2 in werkpnge / oz elle 
bothe / and neuertheleſſe though a man be ſtered x trou⸗ 
bled in hymlelfe and made vnreſtful / yk it be ſo that it be 


not to moche pallynge ouer the bondes of realon / Ithat 


he kepe his hande and his tongue and be redy to foꝛgyue 
thetrelpace whan mercy is albed / vet this man bath p 
vertue ot pacyence /though it be but weyke and nakedly 
for as moche as he wolde haue it / x trauapleth belyly in 


rekraynynge ol his vnckylkull paſlyons / that he myght 


haue it / and allo is ſoꝛy that he hath it not as he ſholde. 
But to à true louer ot᷑ Jeſu it is no greate mayſtry foꝛ to 
ſuffre all this for Why / loue fyghteth for hym and ſleeth 
Wonders foftly ſuche ſterynges ol wꝛath and of melan⸗ 
coly/and maketh his foule fo ealy and fo peaſyble / ſo ſut᷑⸗ 


i krynge and fo goodly thzugh the gooftly 12 of Fetus 


ere Serunda pars: Ca. xxxbiiſi. | 
with the felynge of his bleſled loue / that though hebe 
deſpyled and repꝛeued of other men / oz take wꝛonge oz 
harme / ſhame oz vylany/he chargeth it / he is not moche 
ſtered agaynſt hym / he wyll not be angred ne ſtered a⸗ 
gaynſt hr / for vf he were moche ſtered / he ſholde fozbere 
the cõ koꝛte that he keleth within his loule / but p wyll he 
not / he map lyghtlyer foꝛgete all the wꝛonge that is done 
to hymthan an other man may foꝛgyue it / though mer⸗ 
cy Were alked / and fo he had wel leuer foꝛgete it / loꝛ hym 
thynketh it mooſt ealy to hym. And loue doth al this for 
loue openetch the eye okthe ſouleto the ſyghtot Jelu / aud 
ſtableth it with the lykynge ol loue that it keleth by that 
ſyght / conloꝛteth it fo myghtyly / that it taketh no kepe 
what ſo men iangle oꝛ do agaynſt hym / it hangeth no 
thynge bpon hym / the mooſt harme that he might haue 
were a foꝛberynge of the gooſtly ſyght ol Jelu / and ther 
foꝛe it is leuer to hym foꝛ to ſuffre all harmes than that 
alone. And all this may p ſoule do well ⁊ eaſelp without | 
Greate troublpnge of the gooſtly ſyght whan dileaſe fals 
leth all without forth r toucheth not the body as back: | 
byt purge oꝛ ſcoꝛnynge / oz ſpoylynge ot ſuche as he hath / 
all theſe greueth not / but it gothe ſomwhat nerer whan | 
| 

| 


the ſlelſhe is touched and he keleth lmerte / than is it har⸗ 
der / neuertheleſſe though it be harde c impoſſyble to the 
krayle kynde of man to fuffre bodyly penaunce gladly € 
pacpently without bytter ſterges of ire / angre c melan 
colp / it is not impoſſpble to loue that is p holy gooſt for | 
to Werke Chis in a ſoule there he touchech with the blel⸗ 
led gpft ol loue / but he gyueth a ſoule that is in y plyght 9 
myghty felpnges of loue / wonderfully faſteneth it to 
Jelu / and departeth it wonders farre fro the lenſualite 
thꝛugh his pꝛeuy myght / cõ foꝛteth it ſa ſwetely by his 
bleſled pꝛeſence / that the ſoule feleth lxtell payne / oz elſe 
ft 4 | 
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none of the lenlualite / and this is a ſpecial grace gyuen 
to the holy martyzs / this grace had the apoſtles as holy 
Wepte fapth of them thus ( Ibant apoſtoli gaudentes a Act. 
cC&lpectu cõſũij am̃ digui habiti ſunt ꝓ noĩe chꝛiſti contu⸗ vj. 
melia pati) That is /the apoſtles Wente ioyenge fro the 
coufeple of p iewes / whan they were beaten with (cours 
ges / they were glad that they were woꝛthy to ſuffre 
ony bodyly diſeaſe foꝛ the loue of Jeſu / they were not ite 
red to ire ne to felnes to be autuged vpon the iewes that 
bette them / as a woꝛldly man wolde be whã he ſuffreth 
à lytell harme / be it neuer ſo lytel ot his euen chꝛiſten / ne 
they Were not {tered to no pꝛyde / ne to hyghnes of them 
elfe c to dildeyne c to demynge of p iewes / as ypocrytes 
CTheretpkes are that wyll ſuſtre moche bodyly payne / 
are ſonityme redy to ſuffre deth with great gladnes and 
with myghty wyll / as it were in p nameof Jelu forloue 
ol hym / lothiy that loue e that gladnes that they haue 
in luſfrynge of bodyly myſchele / is not of the holy gooſt / 
it cõmeth not fro the fyꝛe that bꝛenneth in the bye awter 
of heuen / but it is fayned by the fende cnflambed of hell / 
foz it is fuliy myngled with the heyght of pꝛyde and of 
pꝛelumpepyon of themſelfe and deſpyte c demynge / and 
dyldeyne ol them that thus punylſhe them / they wene 
that all this is charite / and that they lulfre all that foꝛ 
the loue ot god / but they are begyled of the myddaye fens 
de. A true louer of Jeſu han he ſuſtreth harme ok his 
tuen chꝛyſten is fo ſtrengthed thꝛugh grace of the holy 
g coſt / and is made fo meke / fo pacyent / ſo peaſyble/and 
that ſo ſothfaſtly/ that what wꝛonge oꝛ harme it be that 
he ſuffre ot his tuen chꝛyſten / he kepeth tuermoze meke⸗ 
nes / he delpyleth hym not / he demeth hym not / but he 
pꝛapeth for hym in his hert / x hath on hym pite ⁊ cõpal⸗ 
eon moche moꝛe tenderly than ok an other man p neuer 
x. ĩiij. 


<= 


— — 
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dy 9 d hem — lothly better loueth hym and moꝛe 
—.— v delpꝛeth the ſaluacyon of his loule / bycauſe 
that he ſeeth that he ſhall haue ſo moche gooſtly profpte 
of che euyll dedeok that other man / though it be agaynſt 
his wyll / but this loue and this mekenes Werketh one⸗ 

ly the holy gooſt aboue the kynde ol man / in them chan 
he maketh the true louers ol Jeſu. 
¶ How loue ſleeth couetyſe/lechery and glotony⸗ and | 
ſleeth the flelſhly ſauour and delyte in all the fyue bo⸗ 
dylpy wyttes foftly and ealely thꝛugh a gracyous be⸗ 
holdyngeof Jeſu. CALE. 
Clos allots: gayne in a foule by the werkynge g 
of loue/fo2 it dothe make the ſoule lo couetous ok 
gooſtly good and to heuenly rpchelle fo ardaunt / that it 
{etteth ryght nought by all erthly thynges / it hathens 
moꝛe deynty in hauyngeok a pꝛecyous ſtone than a chal⸗ 
ke ſtone / noꝛ he hath no moꝛe loue in an hondzeth pounde 
of golde / than in a pounde of lede. It ſetteth all thynge 
that (hall peryſſhe at one pꝛyce / no moꝛe regardeth he 
that one than that other as in his loue / loꝛ it lemeth well 
that all thele erthly thynges that woꝛldly men ſet ſoso 
greate pꝛyceot / loue ſo deyntyly ſholde palle away and 
turne to nought / bothe the thynge in it lelfe and the loue 
ok it / and therfore he bꝛyngeth it in his thought betyme 
in to that plyght that it ſhall be after / and ſo accounteth 
it as nought. And whan woꝛldly louers ſtryue c lyght 
and plede for erthly good / who may fyꝛſt haue it / the loz 
uer ot Jeſu ſtryvueth with no man / but kepeth hymſelfe 
in peace / and holdeth hym payde with that that he hath 
and wyll ſtryue foꝛ no moe. Joꝛ hym thynketh that he 
nedeth no moꝛe of all the rycheſſe in erth than a cant bos 
dyly luſtenaunce foz to ſaue the bodyly lyke withall/ as 
longe as gue Wpllandthat he map lyghtiy haue / and 
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chertdne wyl he no moze than lcantlyhym nedeth forthe 


tyme / that he may frely be diſcharged fro belynelſe ae 
boute the kepynge tthe dilpendynge ok it / and fully gy⸗ 
ueth his herte e his belyneſſe aboute the lekyng of Jelu 


kfoꝛ to kynde hym in clennes of ſpirpte / foꝛ that is all his 


couetyle / loꝛ why / onely clene ok herte ſhall le hym. Allo 
flelchly lowe of father c mother c other woꝛldly frendes 
hangeth not vpon hym / it is euen cutte from his herte 


with the werde of gooſtly loue / that he hath no moꝛe al⸗ 


feccyon to father oꝛ mother oz toeny other woꝛldly frende 
than he hath to an other man / but yk he ſe oz fele in them 
moꝛe grace oꝛ moꝛe vertue than in other men / out take 


this / that his father and his mother had the lelfe grace 


that ſome other men haue / but neuertheleſſe yl they be 


not lo / than loueth he other men better than them / that 


= — = 
— — ———— ——— — 


is charite. And fo deetlh goddes loue couetyleok p woꝛlde 
and bꝛyngeth in to the foule pouerte of ſpiryte / and that 
dothe loue / not onely in them that haue ryght nought of 
Woꝛldly goodes / but allo in lome creatures that àre in 
Greate Worldly eſtate / and haue diſpendynge of erthly ry 
chelle / and loue ſleeth in ſome of them couetyle fo kar⸗ 
forth that they haue no moꝛe lykynge noꝛz lauour in ha⸗ 
upuge of them than a ſtrawe / ne thoughe they be lott 
for defaute ofthem that ſholdekepe them / they let ryght 
nought therby / for Why / the herte of goddes louer is 
thꝛugh the gykte of the holy gooſt taken ſo fully with the 


ſyght ol the loue of an other thynge that is Jelu / and 


that is lo pꝛecvous and ſo woꝛthy / that it wyll recevue 
none other loue reſtyngly that is contrary therto / and 


not onely dothe louethis but allo it ſleeth the lykynge of 


lechery & all other bodyly vnclennes / and bꝛyngeth in to 
the ſoule very chaſtite / and turneth it in to lykynge⸗ foꝛ 
the ſoule felech ſo great delyte in the ſyght of Jelu / that 
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it lyketh koꝛ to be chaſte / x is no great hardnes to it loꝛ to 
kepe chaſtite / to it is fo mooſt tale c mooſt reſt & vpon 


the ſelte wyle the gyfte of loue lierth luſtes of glotenx/ x 


maketh the loule tobꝛe c temperate/and bearech it vp lo 
myghtyly / ð it may not reſt in lyking of meate e dꝛyntze / 
but it maketh meate ⁊ dꝛynke what it be p leet greueth 
the bodyly tomplexyon / yr he may lyghtly come therto. 


Not for loue ot it ſelfe/but foʒ Pioucofgod. On this mas 


ner Wyle the louer of god leeth Well that hym nedeth {oz 
to kepe his bodyly lyte with meate tt dꝛynke as longe as 
god wy! ſuſtre them to be togyder / than ſhall this bethe 
diſcrecion of 2 louer of Jeſu as I vnderſtande that hath 
felynge & werkynge in the loue / that vpon what maner 
that he may mooſt kepe his grace hole /and leeſt be letted 
fro werkynge in it thzugh taz ynge ol bodyly ſuſtenaũce 
ſo ſhal he do/ that mance of meate that leeſt letteth & leeſt 
troubleth the hert may kepe the body in ſtrength / be it 
flelſhe be it kyſſhe / be it bꝛeade c ale / that J trowe p foule 
choleth forto haue /yt it may come therto. oz all the be⸗ 
lynes of the ſoule is fo2 to thynke on Jelu with reuerent 
lowe euer Wout lettyng of ony thynge ykthat it myght /d 
therfore ſythen it mult nedes ſomlohat be letted e hyn⸗ 
dzed / p leſſe that it is letted e hyndꝛed by meate ⁊ dꝛynke 
oꝛ ony other thynge / the leuer it is / it had leuer vleß beſt 
mcate & mooſt of pꝛyce vnder the fonne pe it letted the ke 
pyng of his herte / than for to take but bꝛeade c water /yt 
that letted hym more / for he hath no regarde ſoz to gete 
hym great mede for p payne ot faſtynge / be put therby 
fro ſoftnes in herte / but all his beſynes is forte kepe his 
herte / as ſtably as he may in p lyght of Jeſu ein the le⸗ 
lynge of his loue / fothly as Itrowe he myght w lelle 
lykyng vle the beſt meate / that is god in the owne kynde 
than an other man that werketh all in reaſon without ỹ 


— — —n¼ʒ; 
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Cpecpall gykt of loue ſholdeſt fe the wort / out take meate 
that thꝛugh crafte of curioſite is onely made foꝛ luſte. 
That maner of meate may he not Well accoꝛde withall. 
And allo on v other ſyde/yllytel meate as onely bꝛeade ⁊ 
ale mooſt helpeth a eaſeth his herte ⁊ kepeth it mooſt in 
peace /it is mooſt lefe than to him to ble it ſo/⁊ namely yt 
he kele bodyly ſtrength onely of ö gyfte of loue withall/ 
pet dothe loue moze’ foz it ſleeth ſlouth & flelſhly pdelnes 

f maketh the ſoule to beoccupped in goodnes / namely 
inwarde in beholdyng of hym / by p vertue of whiche the 
foule hath ſauour c gooſtly delyte in pꝛayenge / in thyn⸗ 
kyng / and in allother maner of doynge that nedeth to be 
done cafter the fate that he is ind without heuyneſſe oꝛ 
pa pulull bytterneg / whether hebe religyous oz lecular / 
alſo it ſleeth the vayne lykyng of the fyue bodyly Wyttes 
forthe ſyght of the eye / that the foule bath no lykynge in 

the ſyght of ony woꝛldly thynge / but feleth rather payne 
and dileaſe in beholdyng of it / be it neuer fo fayꝛe / neuer 
fo pꝛecyous/neuer fo wonderkull / therfore as Worldly 
louers renne out ſomtyme foꝛ to fe newe thynges for to 
wonder on them / and fo for to fede theyz hertes with the 
vayne ſyght ot them. Nyght fo a louer of Felu is beſpe 


for to renne awaye and withdꝛawe hym fro the ſyght ok 


ſuche maner thynges that the inner lyght be not letted⸗ 
foꝛ he feeth gooſtly an other maner thynge that is fayꝛer 
and moze wonderfull / and that Wolde he not foꝛbeare. 
Byght on the felfe wyle is it ok ſpekynge and hearynge⸗ 


it is a payne to the ſoule of a louer ot Jelu foꝛ to ſpeke oꝛ 


heare ony thynge that myght let the fredome of his hert 
foz to thynke on Jelu / what ſonge oꝛ melodyoꝛ mynſtral 
ſye outwarde that it be / yk it let the thought pit may not 
frelp and reſtfully pꝛayeoꝛ thynke on hym / it ipbeth hym 
ryght nought / and the moze delectable that it is to other 
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men the moꝛe vnſauery it is to hym. And allo foꝛ to heare 
ony maner of ſpekynge of other men but it be lomwhat 
touchpuge the werkyng ok his fouleinp loue of Jelu / it 


lyketh hym ryght nought / he is elle ryght ſoone wers 
therof/he had well leuer be ĩ peace c heare ryght nought 
ne ſpeke ryght nought than to hearethe ſpekynge the 
techynge ok the greateſt clerke of erth w all the reaſons p 


he can ſaye to hym thzugh mãnes wyttes / but yr he can 
ſpeke felyngly & ſteryngly of the loue of Jelu / for that is 


his crafte pʒincypally / therfore wolde he not elle heare 
ne ſe but that myght helpe hym & koꝛder hym in to moe 
knowynge € better felpnge ol hym. Ok woꝛldly ſpeche it 
is no doubte that he hath no lauoure in lpekynge / ne in 
hearynge of it / ne in woꝛldly tales ne in tydynges / neno 
luche vayne tanglyng / that longeth not to hym / ⁊ ſo it is 
in ſmellynge ⁊ laͤuerynge / the moꝛe ÿ the thought ſholde 
be diſtracte c bꝛoken fro gooſtly reſt by the vle eyther ok 
ſmellynge oꝛ ſauerynge/oꝛ of ouy of the bodyly wyttes / 
the moꝛe he lleeth it. The leſſe that he feleth of them / the 
leuer is hym / yl he myght lyue in the body without the 
felyng of ony of them / he wolde neuer fele them / fo they 
trouble the herte oftentymes / x putteth it fro reſt / they 


map not fully be elchewed. euertheleſſe the loue ol Je⸗ 
lu is lomtyme fo myghty in a ſoule that it ouercõmeth c 
lleeth all that is contrary therto for a tyme. 

¶ what vertues æ graces a ſoule recepueth thaugh ope⸗ 
nyngeokð inner eye in to ð gracidus beholdyng of Jelu / 


c how it map not be goten oneiy thꝛugh mannes trauayle 


but thꝛugh ſpecyall grace ttrauaplealfo. Ca. xl. 
1 Hus Werketh loue in a ſoule openynge the gooſt⸗ 
Ip eye in to beholdynge of Jelu by infpiracyon of 
ſpecyall grace / and maketh it clene / ſubtyll able to the 


werke of cötemplacvon / What this openyng ok p gookklp — 


os 


— — — 
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iy eye is the greateſt clerke in erth can not ymagyn by his 
77 wytte ne (ewe fully by his tongue / oz it may not be go⸗ 
ten by ſtudy ne thꝛugh mannes trauaple onelp / but pꝛyn 
dcipally by grace otthe holpgooſt æ with trauayle of man 
J dꝛede moche to lpeke oughtokit / fo metheketh J can 
not / paſſe myne aſſay / and my lyppes are vnclene / ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe for J hope loue altzeth & loue byddeth / ther⸗ 
fore I Mall fay a lytell moꝛe ot it as J haue loue techeth. 
This openynge ok the gooſtly eye is that lyght darknes 
and ryche nought that J {pabke of before and it may be 
called pouerte of ſpiryte ⁊ gooſtly reſt / inwarde ſtylnes € 
peace of conſcience/hyghnes of thought and onelynes of 
ſoulc /a lyghtly felynge or grace and pꝛeuite of herte / the 
Wager llepe of the ſpouſe ætaſtynge of heuenly ſauoure / 
bꝛennypnge in loue ⁊ ſhynynge in lyght / entre of content= 
placpon / and reloꝛmynge in kelyng. All thele reaſons are 
lad in holy wꝛytyng by dyuerle men / koꝛ euery of them 
ſpakeok it after his felyng in grace / e though all theſe be 
dyuerſe in ſhewynge of woꝛdes / neuertheleſſe they are 
aͤll in one lentence of ſothfaſtnes / loꝛ a ſoule that thaugh 
bilytyng ol grace hath one / hath all. Foꝛ whya lyghyng 
dloule to ſethe face ot Jeſu whan it is touched thꝛugh (pe 
cpall grace of the holy gooſt / it is ſodeynly chaunged and 
turned fro the plyte that it was in to an other maner ol 
kelynge. It is Wonderfully departed ⁊ dꝛawen kyꝛſt in to 
tit lelle fro the loue and the lykynge of all erthly thynges 
lo moche that it hath loft the fauoure of the bodyly lyfe c 
ol all thynges that is / ſaue onely Jelu / than it is clene 
fro all the kylth of lynne / lo farforth that the mynde of it 
and all vnoꝛdeyned affeccyon of ony creature is ſodeynly 
walſhed ¢ wyped away / that there is no mene lettynge 
bytwene Jelu and the foule but onely p bodyly eye / and 
khan it is in gooltly reſt. for why / all paynfull doubtes 


— 


; 
2 


Apocd. 
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and dꝛedes and all other temptacyons of gooſtly anoyes 
are dꝛyuen out of the hert / that they trouble not ne ſynke 


not therin foꝛ the tyme. It is in reſt fro p noyc ol wozidly 


belyneſſe and papnfull taryenges of wycked ſterynges / 
but it is full belp in the free gooſtly Werkynge of loue / 
and p more it trauayleth ſo/the moꝛe reſt he feicth This 
reſttul trauayle is full farre fro flelſhly ydelnes ¢ blynde 
furenes At is full ot᷑ gooſtly Werkes / but it is called reſt / 
foꝛ grace loufeth the heuy poke of fleſſhly loue fro the 
ſoule / and maketh it myghty and free thꝛugh the gyite 
of gooſtly loue fo2 to werke gladly/ſoftly and delectably 
in all thynges that grace ſtereth it foꝛ to werke in / and 
therfore it is called a holy ydelnes and a reſt mooſt beſy / 
and fo it is in regard ſtylnes fro the great crpenge of the 
beeſtly noyle ot fleſſhly delpꝛes and vnclene thoughtes. 


This ſtylnes maketh p inlpiracyon ofthe holy gooſt in 


beholdynge of Jelu / foꝛ why / his voyce is fo lwete and 
fo myghty / that it putteth ſcylence in a foule to ianglyn⸗ 
ge ok all other lpekers / fo2 it is a voyce of vertue loftly 
ſowned in a clene foule of the whiche the pꝛophete ſayth 
thus (Vox domini in virtute) That is / the voyce of our 


lowe Jeſu is in vertue/this voyce is a lyuely woꝛde and 


à ſpedy as the apoſtle ſayth (mus eft ſermo dei efficar 
et penetrabilioꝛ omni gladio) That is to ſaye/quycke is 
the woꝛde of Jelu and ſpedy / moze peryſſhyng than ony 
ſwerde is / theugh ſpekyng of this woꝛde is fleſſhly loue 
ſlayne / and the foule kepte in ſcylence fro all wycked ſte⸗ 
rynges. Of this ſcylence it is ſayd in p apotalypſe thus. 
(Factũ eſt ſcilentiũ in celo quaſi dimidia hora) Scylence 
was made in heuen as it were halfe an houre. Heuen is 
aclene ſoule thiugh grace lyfte vp fro erthly loue to he⸗ 
uenly cõuerſacyon / & fo it is in ſcylence/but foꝛ as moche 


as that ſcylence may not laſt hole cõtynually foꝛ coʒrup⸗ 
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tyon of the bodyly kynde/therfoze it is lykened to p tyme 
ok halle an houre / a full ſhoꝛte tyme the ſoule thynketh 
that it is / be tt neuer fo longe / and therfore it is but halfe 
an houre / and than bath it peace in conſcyence / foꝛ why ⸗ 
grace putteth out gnawynge / pꝛyckyng c ſtryuynge and 
kyghtynge of ſynnes / and bꝛyngeth in peace and accozde 
and maketh Jelu ea ſoule bothe one in full accoꝛdaunce 
of wyll / there is none vpbꝛaydyng of lynnes / ne ſharpe 
repꝛeuynge of defautes made that tyme in a ſoule. Foz 
they haue kyſled e be made frendes / and all is foꝛgyuen 
that was myldone. Thus keleth the ſoule than with ful 
mebe ſurenes and great gooſtly gladnes / and cõceyueth 

à kull greate boldnes of ſaluacyon by this accoꝛde ma⸗ 
kynge / for it heareth a pꝛeuy wytneſſynge in conſcyence 
of che holy gooſt that he is a cholen fone to heuenly hery⸗ 
tage /thus laynt Poule ſayth ( IJpſe ſpiritus teſtimoniũ 
perhibet ſpiritui noſtro quoniam filij dei ſumus) That 

tis / che holy gooſt beareth wytnes to our ſpiryte that we 
are goddes fones. This wytneſſynge ok conſcyence ſoth⸗ 
kaſtly felte though grace / is the very ioye of the ſoule / as 
the apoſtle ſapth (Glozia mea eſt teſtimoniũ conſcientie j. Coꝛĩ. 
mee) That is / my ioye is the wytnes of my cõſcpence/⁊ 
that is whan it wytnelleth peace /cõcoꝛde/true loue and 
krendſhyp bytwene Jelu and a ſoule. And whan it is in 
this peace / than is it in hyghnes ot thought / whan the 
ſoule is bounde with loue of p woꝛlde /than is it bynethe 
all creatures/ foz euery thynge ouergoeth it t beareth it 
done by mayſtry/that it may not Ce Jelu ne loue hym / 
koꝛ ryaht as the loue ofthe woꝛlde is vayne and flelſhly⸗ 
rygght lo the beholdynge and thynkyng and vlynge or all 
creatures is flelſhly / and that is a thꝛaldome of v ſoule/ 
but than thꝛugh openynge of the gooſtly eye in to Jette 
chat louc is turned / and the ſoule is recevued bp after: 


Plal. 
lxij. 
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his owne kynde aboue al bodyly creatures / and than the 
beholdynge e thynkynge e the bipnge of them is gooſt⸗ 
ly / for the loue is gooſtly/the ſoule hath than full greate 


dildeyne foꝛ to be buxom to the loue of Woꝛldly thyuges / 
foz it is hygh let aboue them thꝛugh grace / it lettetg 
nought by all the woꝛlde / foz why /all Hall paſle and pe⸗ 
rylſhe / vnto this hyghnes of hert whyle p ſoule is kepte 
therin / cbmeth none errour ne deceyte of the fende / fo: 
Jelu is ſothlaſtiy in ſyght of the ſoule that tyme / and all 
thynge bynethe hym. Df this the ꝓphete (pebeth thus. 
Accedat homo ad coz altum et exaltabitur deus) Come | 
man to hygh herte / x god ſhall be hyghed / that is/ a man 


that thꝛugh grace commeth to the hyghnes of thought 


{hall Ce that Jeſu is onely hyghed aboue all creatures /d 
he in hym. And than is the ſoule aboue moche chaunged 


fro the felawlhyp of Wozldly louers / though thep2 body 


be in the myddes amonge them / lull farre be they depar 
ted from flelſhely alfeccyons of creatures / it careth not 
though it neuer le man ne lpeke with hym / ne haue cons 
fort of hym pf it myght euer be ſo in p gooſtly felynge / it 
feleth lo greate homelynes of the biciled pꝛelence of our 
loꝛde Jelſu/⁊ fo moche ſauour ot hym / that it may lyght⸗ 
lp for his loue foꝛgete the flelſhely affeccyon the flelſhly 
mynde of all creatures / I faye not that it hall not loue 
ne thynke on other creatures / but J fay p it ſhall thynke 
on them in tyme / and fe them and loue them gooſtly and 
krely / not flelſhly and paynkully as it dyd before. Of this 


Olee onelpnes ſpeketh the pꝛophete thus (Ducam eam in (os 


rij. 


litudine:et loquar ad coz eius) J hall lede her in to onely 
ſtede / and J {hall ſpeke to her herte / that is / the grace of 
Jelu ledeth a ſoule fro noyous company of fleſſhely de⸗ 
lyꝛes in to onelynes of thought / c maketh it to forgete p 
lykynge of the woꝛlde and ſowneth by ſwetnes ok his in⸗ 


Secunda pars. Ca.xl. 

{piracpor woꝛzdes of loue in the eaves of the hert. Onely 
is à ſoule whan it loueth Jeſu/ tendeth fully to hym ⁊ 
hath lot the ſauoure and the confozte of the woꝛlde/and 
that it myght the better kepe this onelynes / it flecth the 
companp of all men/yt it may / ſeketh onelynes of bo⸗ 
dy / for that moche helpeth to onelynes of the ſoule / and 
to the tree werkynge of loue. The leſſe lettynge that it 
bathe without of vayne ianglynge / o2 within of vayne 
thynkynge / the moze free it is in gooſtly beholdyng / and 
lo it is in pꝛeuyte of herte. All without is a ſoule whyleg 
it is ouerlayde blynded with Worldly loue / it is as cõ⸗ 
mune as the bye wape / foz cuerp ſterynge that cometh 
of the ſlelſhe 02 of the fende / ſynketh in and gothe thzugh 
it. But than thzugh grace it is dꝛawen in to the pꝛeuß 
chambꝛe in to the lyght of our loꝛde Jeſu / and heareth 
his pꝛeuy counleyle/and is wonderfully conlozted in the 
hearpnge. Of this ſpeketh the pꝛophete thus (Secretũ Clate 
Meum michi: ſecretũ meum michi) My preuyte to me / xxiiij. 
my preupteto me. That is foz to faye, the loue ot Jeſu 
thꝛugh inſpiracpon of grace taken vp fro outwarde fe⸗ 
lynge of woꝛzldly loue / and rauylſhed in to the pꝛeuyte of 
gooſtly louc/peldeth thankynges to hym / ſayenge thus. 
My preupte to me/that is /my loꝛde Jeſu thy pꝛeuyte is 
chewed to me and pꝛyuely hydde fro all the louers of the 
Woꝛlde. Foz it is called hydde manna / that may lyght⸗ 
lper be aſked than tolde what it is / and that our loꝛde 
Jelu behoteth vnto his louer / ſayenge thus (Dabo ſibi Ipoca. 
manna abſconditũ qd nemo nouit nili qui accipit) That 
ig / I hall gyue manna hyd that no man knoweth but 
he that taketh it. This manna is heuenly meate c aun⸗ 

elles fode/as holy wꝛyte ſlayth. Foz aungelles are fully 
kedde and fplled with clere lyght in bꝛennyng loue of our 
od Jeſu / and that is manna. Foz We mowe alke what 
Sra.pfec. p.]. 


it is / but not wyte Whatitis.wutploucrofFeluisnoe | 
kylled pet here / but he is fedde by a lytell taſtynge of it 
whyles he is bounden in this bodyly lyfe. This taſtyng 
of this mana is a lyuely felyng of grace had thꝛugh opes 
nyngeok the gooſtly eye. And this grace is not an other 
grace that a cholen ſoule feleth in the begynnynge ol his 
cõuerſyon / but it is the lame and the elke grace / but it is 
otherwyle felt e ſhewed to a ſoule/foʒ why / grace wexeth 
with p ſoule/æ the foule wexeth with grace / e the moꝛe 
clene that the foule is farre departed fro the loue of the 
woꝛlde / the moꝛe myghty is the grace / moꝛe inwarde | 
moꝛe gooſtly ſhewynge in the pꝛelenceol our loꝛde Jeſu / 
ſo that p fame grace that turneth them kyꝛzſt kro ſpnnes / 
and maketh them begynnynge t pꝛokytyng by gyktes ok 
vertue & exercyſe of good werkes maketh them allo pers 
fyte. And that grace is called a lyuely felyng ot grace / fo 
He that hath it / keleth it well / and knowech Well by expes 
rpencep he is in grace / it is full lyuely to hym / koꝛ it qupe 
keneth the foule wonderfully / x maketh it fo hole that it 
keleth no paynkul difeate of the body / though it be feblex 
ſyckly / foꝛ why / than is the body myghtyeſt / mooſt hole 
and mooſt reſtfull/⁊ the loule alfo. Without this grace ß 
ſoule can not lyue but in payne / foz it thłketh ỹ it myght 
euer kepe it / x nothynge Molde put it awape. And neuer⸗ 
theles pet it is not ſo/foꝛ it paſleth away full lyghtly/ but 
neuertheles though ð ſouerapne felynge paſſeth away 
withdꝛaweth / the relefe leuech ſtyll a kepeth the loule in 
ladnes / & maketh it to deſyꝛe the tõmynge agayne. And 
this is alſo the Waker ſlepe of the lpouſe. Of the whiche 
Cant᷑. v. holy wꝛyte fapth thus. (Ego doꝛmio et coꝛ meũ vigilat) 
I ſlepeæ my bert waketh/that is / ſlepe gooſtiy whan 
thꝛugh grace the loueokthe woꝛde is ſlayne in me / and 


— 
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2 Agee ‘Cari. 
that bunethes J feic them / J am not tarped with them 


ny herte is mabe free/ than it Waketh / toz it is ſharpe 


aͤnd redy for to loue Felu tle hym. The moze J llepe tro 


out warde thynges / the moze Waker J am in knowynge 
of Jelu c ot inwarde thynges / J may not wake to Feiu 
but pt I ſlepe to the woʒlde. And thertoꝛe the grace or the 
holy gooſt ſperynge the flelſhely eye dothe the ſoule ſlepe 


kro Woodly vanite / copeupnge p gooſtiy eye Waketh in 


to the ſyght of goddes mageſte healed vnder the cloude 
of bis pꝛecyous manhode / as the golpeu ſayth of the a⸗ 
poſtles whan they were with our loꝛd Jelu in his trãt⸗ 
fyguracyon. Fprlk they flepte (Et euigilantes viderunt 
maieſtatem) They wakynge lawe his mageſte. By fies 
pe of the apoitles is vnderſtande dyenge of Wozldly loue 


thzugh uilpiracyon of the holy gooſt. By theyꝛ wakyng 


contemplacyon of Jelu.Thʒugh this ſlepe the ſoule 18 
brought in to reſt fro noyie ot fleiſhely luſte. And thaugh 
Wakynge itis reyled vp in tothe lyght of our loꝛde Jelu 
and in to gooſtly thynkynge. The moze that the eyen are 
ſparde in this mauer llepe fro the appetyte of all erthly 
thynges / the ſharper is the inner lyght in louely behol⸗ 
dynge ot heuenly faprhede. This ſlepynge and this waz 
kynge loue werketh thaugh the lyght of grace in ð ſoule 
of the louer of our loꝛde Jelu. 
ſpecyall grace in beholdynge ok our loꝛde 
elu withdꝛaweth ſomtyme fro a ſoule / c how 
a ſoule ſhall behaue her in the abſence ¢ pꝛeſence 
ok Jeſu. And how a ſoule ſhall deſyꝛe that in it is 
àlwapye the gracyous pꝛeſence ot Jeſu. Ca.xlj. 
b Hewe me thana ſoule that thꝛugh inſpiracyon of 
grace hath openynge of the gooſtly lyght in to bez 
olopnge of Jelu that is Departed and dꝛawen out fro 


v. ij. 


the loue of the woꝛlde / lo karkoꝛth that it hathe purete 
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and pouerte ot ſpirpte /gooſtlp reſt /inward ſeylence/ and 
peace in conſcyence / hyghnes of thought / onelynes / and 
pꝛeuite of herte / Waker llepe of the lpoule / that hath loft 
lykynge and topes of the woꝛldetaken with delpte of hes 
uenly fauour/euer thꝛuſtyng c ſoftly hyghyngethe blel⸗ 
fed pꝛeſence ol Jelu / and J dare hardyly pronounce that 
this foule bꝛenneth all in loue / x ſhyneth in gooſtly lyght 
Worthy for to cõme to thename and to p woꝛchyp of the 
ſpoule / foz it is refoꝛmed in felynge / made able and re⸗ 
dy to contemplacyon. Thele are the tokens of inſpira⸗ 
cyon in openynge of the gooltly eye / foz why / whan the 
exe is opened / the ſoule is in full felynge of all thele ver⸗ 
tues befoꝛe ſayd for that tyme. euertheleſſe it falleth 
oftentymes that grace withdꝛaweth in partye for coz⸗ 
rupcyon ot mannes fraplte /⁊ ſuffreth than the ſoule foz 

to fall in to it ſelfe in flelſhlyhede / as it was before. Ind 
than is the foule in payne and in ſozowe / fo2 it is blynde 
and vnlauery and can no good / it is weyke e vnmyghty 
encombꝛed with the body ⁊ with all the bodyly wyttes. 
It leketh ⁊ deſyꝛeth after the grace of Jelu agayne / x it 
map not fynde it. Foz holy wꝛyte Capth of our loꝛdethus 
(Poli vultũ ſuũ abſconderit / non eft qui contemplatur 
eum) That is/after Dhan our loꝛde Jelu hath hyd his 
face /there is none p may behold hym / whan he ſheweth 
hym / the foule may not vnle hym for he is lyght / whã 
he hydeth hym / it may not le hym / loz the ſoule is darke. 
His hydynge is but a ſubtyll aſſayengeok the ſoule. His 
ſhewynge is a Wonders mercyfull goodnes in cõfoꝛte of 
the loule. Haue ye no wonder though the kelyng of grace 
be withdꝛawen ſomtyme fro a louer of Jelſu. For holy 
wꝛyte fayth the fameof the lpouſe that the fareth thus. 

Cant᷑.3. (Queliut et nõ inueni illũ:vocaui et nõ relpondit michi) 

Fought and J founde hym not / J called ⁊ he anlwered 
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not / that is / whan J fall downe to my fraylte / thã grace 
withdꝛaweth / foz my fallynge is caule therof /e not his 
fleynge. But tha fele J papne of my wꝛetchednes in his 
abſence / æ therfore F ought hym by great delyꝛeok here 
and hegaue to me no feble anlweryng. And tha Jcryed 
with all my ſoule (Meuertere dilecte mi) Turne agayne Cant. 
thou my loued. And pet it ſemed as he herde me not. The vj. 
apnfull felynge of my ſelfe and the aſſaylyng of flelſhly 
oues t dꝛedes in this tyme & the wantyng of my gooſt⸗ 
ly ſtrength is a contynuall cryenge of my ſoule to Jelu. 
And neuertheles our loꝛde maketh ſtraũge d cõmeth not 
crye I neuer fo faſt / fo2 he is (ure vnough of his louer p 
he wyll not turne agayne to Worldly loue fully / he may 
haue no ſauour therin / æ therfoꝛe abydeth he the lenger⸗ 
but at plat whan he wyll he cometh agayn ful of grace 
and of ſothkaſtnes /e vylyteth p foule that languplſheth 
in delyze by lyghynges of loue to his pꝛeſence/ toucheth 
it aud anoynteth it full foftly with the ople of gladnes /d 
maketh it ſodeynly hole front al payne / than cryeth the 
foule to Jeſu in gooſtiy voyce with a gladde herte thus. 
Oleum eſfuſum nome tuũ) Oyle yſhedde is thy name. Cant. i. 
Thy name is Jeu /that is heale/than as long as J fele 
my foule fore c lycke foꝛ ſynne payned b the heuy burden 
of my body {orp a dꝛedynge of perylles € wzetchednes of 
this lyke / lo longe loꝛde Jeſu thy name is oyle ſpered not 
boyle pſhedde to me / but whan F fele my foule ſodeynly 
touched wich the lyght of thy grace healed and lofted fro 
all the fpleh of ſynne / and cõfoꝛted in loue e in lyght with 
gooſtly ſtrengthe and gladnes bulpekable than may J 
fape with luſty louynge and gooſtly myght to the. Oyle 
pihedde is thy name, Jelu to me / for bythe cffecte of thy 
gracpous vilytynge I kele well of thy name the true ex⸗ 
pownynge that part Jelu heale/foz onely thy gracyous 
Sca-pfec. p. iij. 


pretence healeth me kro ſoꝛow 1 F sole is 725 
roule that is euer kedde in kelynge ot loue in his pretence, 
02 is boꝛne vp by delyꝛe to hym in his ablence /a Wyle ioe 
uer is he and well taught that Cadly'e reuerentiy hath 
hym in his pzeſence / and louely beholdeth hym without 
duylſdlute lyghtnes / and pacyently e ealely beareth hym 
mn his ablence without venymous defpapre couer payn 
full bytternes. This chaũgeabilite o; ablence & pꝛelence 
of Jelu that a loule felech is not perkercyon of the loule⸗ 
ne it is not agaynſt the grace of perfercyon oꝛ of content= 
placyon / but in fo moche perfeccpon is the leſſe. Foꝛ the 


moꝛe lettynge that a ſoule hath of it lelke fro contynuall 
felynge of grace / the leſle is the grace, and yet neuerthe⸗ 
leſle is the grace in it kelfe grace of contemplacpon. This 
chaungeabilite of abfence & pꝛelence falleth as well ind 
ſtate ok perkecepon as in p ſtate ot begynnynge / but 1 


other maner / loꝛ ryght as there is diuerlite of kelynge 

the pꝛelence of grace bytwene thele two ttates / rygh 

is there in p ablence of grace /d therfore berät enen 
not the ablence ol grace is redy to be dereyued / K hetha 
kepeth not the prefence of grace is vnkynde to the vyly⸗ 


tynge / Whether he be in ſtate ot begynuerg oz ꝑfyte. Ne⸗ 


uertheleſſe the more ſtablenes there is in grace vnhurte 
and vnbꝛoken / the louelxer is the foie moꝛe lpke vnto 
hym in whome is no chaungeabilite as p apoſtle layth. 
And it is full lemely that p ſpoule be 800 Cpoufe 
in maners tin vertues full accoꝛdynge to hym in ſtable⸗ 
nes of perkyte loue / but that falleth leldom now here but 
in the lpecyall Ipoule / foꝛ he p perceyueth no chaũgeaby⸗ 
lite in kelynge of his grace / but ylyke hole and ſtable vn⸗ 
bꝛokzen ¢ vnhurt as hym thynketh / he is eyther full per⸗ 


7 ͤ T c:... . 


kyte oꝛ full blynde. He is perlyte that is ſequeſtred fro all 


flelſhly affeccpons c comonynge ok all creatures / and all 


, Setunda pars. Ca . xlj. 
meanes are bꝛoken away of coꝛrupcyon aud of ſynne by⸗ 
twene Jelu æ his foule fully oned to hym with loftnes of 
loue / but this is onely grace aboue mannes kynde. He is 
full blynde that fayneth hym i grace without gooſtly fes 
lynge of goddes inlpiracyon / & letteth hymlelfe in a ma⸗ 
ner ot ſtablenes as he were euer in kelyng ein werkyng 

ok ſpecyall grace / demyng that all is grace that he doth € 
feleth without c within / chynkyng that what ſo euer he 
do oꝛ ſpeke is grace /holdynge hymſelke vnchaũgeable in 
ſpecialite otgrace.pt there beony ſucheas Jhopethere 
be none / he is full blynde in felpnge of grace. But than 
myght ÿ ſaye thus / that we ſholde loue onely in trouth / 
and not coueyte gooſtly felynges neregardethem ykthey 
come / loꝛ p apoſtle fapth ( Juſtus ex fide viuit That is / eb. x. 
the ryghtwyle man lyueth in trouth. Unto this J fape 
that bodyly felynges be they neuer ſo cõloꝛtable we ſhall 
not coueyte ne regarde moche ykthey come / but gooſtly 
felynges fucheas J tpake of pf they come in the maner 
as: J haue faydof before We ſholde euer delpꝛe / that are 
lleynge of all Worldly loue / openynge ok gooſtly eye / yu 
rete of lpiryte / peace of cõſtyence / all other befoꝛe ſayd/ 
We {hold coueyteto fele euer ; lyuely inſpiracion ok grace 
made by the gooftly pꝛelence of Jeſu in our ſoule pk that 
wempght/ and for to haue hym in our ſyght with reue⸗ 
rence / euer fele the lwetnes of his loue by a wonderfull 
homelpnes of his pꝛeſence. This ſholde be our lyfe a our 
felyng in grace after the meaſure of his gykte in whome 
all grace is /to ſome moꝛe and to forte leſſe / for his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence is felte in dyuers maner wyſe as he boucheth ſate / 
and in this we ſholde lyue and werke that longeth to vs 
for to werke / foꝛ without this we may not noꝛ can not 
lpue / foꝛ ryght as the ſoule is thelpfe of the body / ryght 
bois Jelu the lyfe ok the ſoule by his gracyous pꝛelence 
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and neuerthelelle this maner of felynge che it neuer ſo 
moched is pet but trouth as in regarde of that that ſhall 
beokthe lelfe Jeſu in the blyſſe of heuen. Lo this felynge 
ſholde we delyze / foꝛ euery ſoule reaſonable ought foꝛ to 
coueyte With all the myghtes of it uyghyng to Jelu and 


onynge to hym thꝛugh felynge ol his gracyous vnleable 


pꝛelence/how p pꝛelence is felt / it may better be knowen 
by experyence than by ony wꝛytynge / loz it is the lyfe c 
the loue / the myght e the lyght / the iope and the reſt ofa 
choſen ſoule / and therfore he that hath ones felte it (oth: 
faſtly/ may not foꝛbere it without payne / he may not vn⸗ 
delyꝛe it / it is fo good in it lelfe and fo confortable. What 


is mone confoꝛztable to a ſoule here than to be dʒawen out 


thꝛugh grace fro the vyle noyeol woꝛldly belynes efpley 
of delyꝛes / and fro vayne affeccyon of all creatures into 
reſt and ſoktnes of gooſtly loue / pꝛyuely perceyuynge the 
gracyous pꝛeſence of Jelu / felably fedde with p ſauour 
of his vnſeable blefled face / fothly no maner thynge me 
thynketh / nothynge may make the foule of a true louer 
full ot myꝛth but the gracyous pꝛeſence ot Jelu Chapt 


as he can ſhewe hym to a clene ſoule. He is neuer heuy 


ne loꝛy but Whan he is with hymlelfe in flelſhlynes / he 
is neuer full glad ne mery but whan he is out of hym 
felfeas he was with Jelu in his gooſtlynes / and vet is 
that no full myꝛth / foz euer there hangeth a heuy lumpe 
of bodyly coꝛrupcyon on his ſoule /c beareth it downe / € 
moche letteth the gooſtly gladnes / and that muſt euer 
be vohyles it is here in this lyfe, but neuertheleſſe for F 
ſpeke of chaungeabilite of grace /how it cometh gothe 
that thou myſtake it not/therfore I meane not of the cõ⸗ 
munce grace that is had and felt in trouth e in good Wyll 
to god / without the whiche hauynge and laſtynge ther? 
in / no man may be ſafe / foz it is in the leeſt choſen ſoule 


5 Secunda pars. Cd. xlj. 
khat lyueth / but I meane of ſpecpall grace / felte by inſpi 
racpon of the holy gooſt / in the maner as is before layd⸗ 
the cõmune grace is charite)laſteth hole what fo euer 
à man do / as longe as his wyll E his entẽt is true to god 
without the whiche hauynge e laſtynge 5 he wolde not 
lynne deedly / neÿ dede p he wylkully oth is not foꝛbede 
às fog deedly ſynne / loꝛ this grace is not loft but foʒ deed⸗ 
ly lynne / and than it is deedly ſynne whan his cõſcyence 
—s Wo ptnelleth with a vylemẽt that it is deedly ſynne / pet 
neuertheles he doth it / oꝛ elle his cõſcyence is fo blynded 
that he holdeth it no deedly lynne / al though he do p dede 
Wylkully / the whiche is foꝛbodẽ of god e holy chyzche as 
deedly lynne / lpecpal grace felte though the bnleable pe 
ſence ot Jeſu 2 maketh a ſoule a perfptelouer laſteth not 
| euer Nyke hole in} hyghnes of felynge / but chaũgeably 
cCoõmeth x gothe / as J haue ſayd before. Thus our loꝛde 
layth ( Spũs vbi vult ſpirat / et vocẽ et? audis/et nelcis Joh. 
vñ veniat aut quo badat) The holy gooſt ſpyꝛeth where ii. 
he wyl / æthou heareſt his voyce / but j woteſt not whan 
he cõmeth ne vohether he goth. He cometh pꝛyuely ſom⸗ 
fyme whanß art leeſt ware ol hym / but thou ſhalt well 
knowe hym oꝛ ÿ go / for Wonderfully he ſtereth e mygh⸗ 
tulp turneth thy herte in to beholdynge of his goodnes /c 
doth thy hert melte delectably as waxe agaynſt p fyꝛe in 
to loktnes of his loue / æ this is voyce that he ſowneth / 
but than he gothe oꝛ thou woteſt it for he withdꝛaweth 
hm lomwhat / not in al/but fro exceſle in to ſoberte. The 
hyghnes palleth / but the lubſtaũce a the elfecte of grace 
d welleth ſtyll / E that is as longe as p ſoule ot a louer ke⸗ 
peth hym clene / x falleth not wylfully to recheleſneſſe o2 
diſſolucvon in fleſſhlynes / ne to outwarde vanite / as fom 
tyme it dothe / though it haue no delyte therin for fraylte 
bk it lelke / of this chaũgeabilite in grace ſpeke F of now. 
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¶ A cõmendacvon of prayer otfred to Jeſu ot a loule 
contemplatpke / and how ſtablenes in pꝛaper is a ute 
werke to ſtande in / and how cuery felynge of grace in 
a cholen foule may be ſayd Jelu / but the moze cliner 
a ſoule is/the woꝛthyer is the grace. Ca. xlij. 
He ſoule of a man whyle it is not touched wipe⸗ 

cpall grace is blunt ⁊ buyſtous to gooſtiy Werke 
and can nought theron / it may not therof toz Weptkenes 
ok it elfe / it is bothe olde c dꝛye / vndeuoute c vnſauer y 
in it leite / but than cõmeth the lyght ol grace / thꝛugh 
touch ynge maketh it ſharpe and lubtyll redy and able to 
gooſtiy werke / ⁊ gyueth it a great fredome a a hole ridy⸗ 
nes in Wyll {02 to be buxom to all the ſterynge ot grace / 
redp foꝛ to werke after that grace ſterech the loule / loꝛ by 
openpuge of the gooſtly eye it is applied as fully io giace 


redy to pꝛape. Aud how the foule pꝛapeth than fail FZ. 


tell the. The mooſt (pecpall prayer that the louie vleiih 
and hathe mooſt hope in / J hope is the Pater noſter.oʒ 


elle the plalmes of p plalter / the Pater noſter lo leude 


men / and plalmes aud hymnes and other leruyce ot ho⸗ 
ly chyꝛche foꝛ lettred men. The ſoule pꝛayeth than not in 
maner as it dyd befoꝛe in comune maner of men by hygh 
nes of voyce / oꝛ by reafonable ſpekynge out / but in (ud 
gteate ſtylnes of voyce and loftnes of herte / foꝛ why/his 
mynde is not troubled ne taryed w out warde thyngtes / 
but hole gadꝛed togyder in it lelle / and the ſoule is let as 
it Were in a gooſtly pꝛeſence of Jeſu / and therkoꝛe euery 
woꝛde ct euery ſyllable is forwncd ſauerip/ſwetelp dele⸗ 
ctably With full accoꝛde of mouth eof herte/foꝛ why/the 
foule is turned than all in to fyꝛe of loue/ã thertoze euer p 
Woꝛde that it pꝛyuely pꝛayeth /is lyke toa {parke ſpꝛyu⸗ 
gynge out of a fyze bꝛonde/that chaferh all the myghtes 


of the ſoule / a turneth them in to loue / lyghineth them 
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fo cõfoꝛtably that vᷣ ſoule lyſteth euer to praye/ do none 
other thynge / the moze it pꝛayeth / the better it may/the 
myghtyer it is / for grace helpeth p foule well / x maketh 
al thyng lyght x ealp / that it lyſteth ryght wel to plalme 
and ſynge the louynges of god with gooſtly myꝛth in hes 
uenly delyte. This gooſtly werke is fode of the loule / and 
this pꝛayer is of moche vertue / foꝛ it waſteth a bꝛyngeth 
to nought all temptacyvons of the fende pꝛeuy t aperte / it 
lleeth all p mynde e the lykynge of p woꝛlde / tof flelſhly 
lynnes / it beareth vp the body x the ſoule fro paynkull fe⸗ 
lynge of wzetchednes of this lyfe / it kepeth the foulein 
felyng of grace æ werkyng of loue / enourylſheth it euer 
plybe hote & freſſhe / as ſtyckes nourylſheth fyꝛe / it put⸗ 
teth away all pꝛayuge e heuynes of herte / & holdeth it in 
myght a in gooſtly gladnes. Ok this prayer ſpeketh Da 


uid thus. (Dirigatur oꝛatio mea ſicut inſenſum in con⸗ 


ſpectu tuo) That is/bleſſed be my prayer loꝛd as enfence 
in thy lyght / loz ryght as enſence that is caſt in the fyꝛe 
maketh a lwete ſmell by the finoke ſtyenge vp to the ayꝛe 
Ryght ſo a pſalme ſauourly and ſoktly ſonge oꝛ ſayd in a 
bꝛennynge herte gyueth bp a lwete ſmell to p face of our 
lorde Jelu /⁊ to all p courte ot heuen / there dare no flelſhe 
flye reſt vpon p pottes bꝛynke boylynge on p kyꝛe. Nyght 
fo may there no fleſſhly delyte reſt vpon a clene ſoule that 
is lapped x warmed all in the fyꝛe ol loue boylynge and 
blowynge plalmes and louynges to Jeſu. This pꝛayer 


is euer herde ok Jelu / it peldeth grace to Jelu / and recep 


ueth grace agapne / it maketh a ſoule homely and kelow⸗ 
ly with Jelu / and with all the aungelles of heuen / ble 
it who fo may / the werke is good a gracyous in it ſelke / 
and though it be not all fully contemplacyon in it ſelfe / 
nethe werkynge of loue by it lelke / ueuertheleſſe it is a 


parte ok contemplacpon / foꝛ why / it map not be done on 


fal. 
ixxx. 
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this maner wyle but in plente ol gracethzugh openyng 


of the gooſtly eye. And therfore a ſoule that hath this fre 


dome ct this gracyous felpnge in pꝛapenge with gooſt⸗ 
ly ſauour c heuenly delyte/hath the grace ot contempla⸗ 
cyon in maner as it is. This pꝛaper is a ryche offrynge 
fpiled all in fatnes of deuocpon / recepued of aungelles 
c pꝛelented to the face of Jeſu. The prayer ot other men 
that are beſy in actpfe werkes / is made of two wozdes / 
fo2 they often tymes foꝛme in thep2 hertes one woꝛde 
thꝛugh thynkynge ol Woꝛldly belyneg / ⁊ ſounde in they 
mouth an other Wozde ol the plalme ſonge oz ſayd / not 
for that / yk theyz entent be true /yet is they pꝛayer good 
and medeful / though it lacke ſauour & lwetnes / but this 

maneroka man cõtemplatpfe is nrade but of one woꝛde 
foz as it is foꝛmed in the hert / ryght ſo hoolly it ſownethg 
in the mouth as it were nought but one thynge that foz⸗⸗ 
meth and lowneth. And ſothly no mode it is / loʒ the ſoule 
thꝛugh grace is made hole in it lelfe fo farre Departed | 
fro the flelſhlyhede / that it is mayſter of the body / and 
than is the body nought elſe but as an inſtrument and 
a trumpe of the ſoule /in the whiche the foule bloweth | 
ſwete notes of gooſtly louynges bute Jeſu. This is the 
trumpe that Dauid ſpake of thus (Buccinate in neo⸗ 
menia Cuba in tnfignt die ſolempnitatis veſtre) Blowe 
pe With a trumpe in thenewe mone. That is / pe ſoules 
that are reformed in gooſtly lyfe thꝛugh openyngeof the 
inner eye / blowe ye deuoutly ſownynge plalmes with 
the trumpe of your bodyly tongue / and therforebpcaule | 
that this prayer is fo pleaſaunt vnto Jelſu and fo profp- 
table to the ſoule. Than is it good to hym that is newe 
turned to gode what fo euer he beo that Wold plcale hym 
and coueyteth to haue ſome queynt kelynge of grace / fo 
to coueyte this felynge / that he myght thꝛough grace 
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come to this liberte of ſpiryte / and offte his prayers and 
his plalmes to Jeſu contynually / and ſtably e deuoutiy 
with hole mynde & bꝛennynge alfeccyon in hym to haue 
it nere hande in cuſtome whã grace wyll ſtere bpm ther⸗ 
to. This is a ſyker felynge and a ſothfaſt / yt thou mayſt 
come therto e holde it / che nedeth not to renne about here 
and there / aſke queſtyons of euery gooſtly man what 
thou ſholde do / how thou ſhalte loue god / and how thou 
ſhalte ſerue god and ſpeke of gooſtly maters that paſſen 
thy knowyng / as perchaunce ſome done. That maner of 
doynge is not profptable but yt moꝛe nede make it. Repe 
theto thy pꝛapers ſtylly fpꝛſt w trauayle that b myght 
conte afterwardi to this reſtfull felynge of gooſtly prayer 
and that hail teche p wyldome ynough ſothfaſtiy with⸗ 
out fapnynge oꝛ fantaſpe / and kepe it forth yl thou haue 
it / and leue it not / but yl grace cõme other wyle and wyll 


| remeue it fro the foꝛ a tyme / make the foꝛ to werke on 


an other maner / than mayſt thou leue it for a tyme / and 
alter turneagapne therto. And that hath this grace in 
paper / aſketh not wher vpon he thal let the poynt of his 
Thought in his prayer whether vpon the Woꝛdes that 
he ſapth / oz elle on god / oz on the name of Jelu / as ſome 
alke / for the felyngẽ ol grace techeth hym Well pnough. 
FJoꝛ why / the loule is turned in to the eye and ſharply bes 
holdeth the kace o Jelu / tis made ſpker that it is Jeſu 
that it kelech a ſeeth. I meane not Jeſu as he is in hym 
ꝝ(elfe in fulnes of his bleſled godhede / but Imeane Fela 
as he wyll ſhewe hym to a clene ſoule holden in body af: 
ter the clennes that it hath. Foꝛ wyte thou well that eue 
xp kelynge ok grace is Jeſu / and may be called Jeſu / and 
alter that the grace is/moꝛe oz leſſe / fo feleth the foule 
moe oꝛ leſſe Jelu /ye the fpr felynge of ſpecyall grace in 
a begynner /that is called grace ot compunccyon and con 
trycpon foꝛ his ſynneg / is berylp Jelu / foꝛ why /he ma⸗ 
Sca.ꝑfcc. 0 5.J. 
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keth that contricyon in a loule bp his pꝛelence / but Jelu 
is than full buyſtouſly and rudely felte but ferre fro his 
gooſtly ſubtylte / foꝛ the loule can no better ne may no bet 
ter fo: vnclennes of it lelfe than. Neuertheles alter ward 
yk the loule pꝛokyte ⁊ encreale in vertues and in clennes / 


— _ __ 


the kame Jelu and none other is leen and felte of ß lame 
foule Lohan it is touched with grace / but pis moꝛe gooſt 


y /nere to the godly kynde of Jeſu. And ſothly that is the 
mooſt thynge that Jelu loueth in a ſoule / that it myght 
be made godly and gooſtly in ſyght ⁊ in loue lyke to hym 
in grace /to that that he is by kynde / fo that (Hall be the 
ende ok all louers. Than mayſt thou be ſpker that what 


tyme thou feleſt thy foule tered by grace / ſpecyally in 


that maner as it is before ſayd / by openynge of thy gooſt 
ly eye / thou Cech and feleſt Jeſu / holde hym faſte whyle 
thou mayſt / kepe the in grace / and let hym not lyght⸗ 
ip go fro the. Lowe after none other Jelu but chat lame 
by felpnge of that lelfe grace moze godly / that it myght 
wexe in the moze and moze. And dꝛede the not though 
Felu that thou feleſt be not Jelu as he is in his full qovs 
hede / that thou Mholdelt therfore mowe be deceyued pk 
thou lened to thy kelynge / but truſt thou Well pf thou be 
alouer of Jeſu that thy felynge is true / and that Fel 
is ttulp felte and ſeen of the thaugh his grace / as thou 
mapſt fe hym here. And therfore lene fully to thy felpnge 
Whan it is gracyous and gooſtly / and kepe it tenderly / 
haue greate deynty (not of thy felfe / but of it) that thou 
myght le and fele Jeſu euer better and better. Foz grace 
{hall euer teche p by it lelfe cykthou Wylt fall therto) tyll 
thou cõme to the ende. But perchaunce thou begynneſt 
to wonder why F faye one tyme that grace werketh al 


this / ⁊ on an other tyme that loue werketh / oꝛ god wer⸗ 
keth. Unto this J ſapethus / that whan F faye p grace 
werketh / I meane loue / Jeſu /r god fog all is one / and 


a — — — 
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nought but one / Jelſu is loue / Jelu is grace / and Jelu 
is god. And foꝛ he werketh all in vs by his grace foz loue 
as god / therfoze may J ble what woꝛde of thele. ij. that 
me iyſt alter my ſterynge in this Wzytynge. 

¶ Howa ſoule thʒugh the openynge or the gooſtly 

exe receyueth a gracpous ioue able to buderitaude 
holy wꝛpte / c how Jelu that is hyd in holy wzyte 
ſhewech hymlelte to his louers. Ca. xluj. 

r Han the ſoule of a louer feleth Jeſu in prayer in 
‘A the manet before ſapd / thynketh that it wolde 
neuer tele otherwyle. euerthelelle it falleth that ſom⸗ 
tyme grace putteth ſcylence to Lecall pꝛayenge / and ſte⸗ 
rech the ſoule to fe and to fele Felt in an other maner / 
and that maner is fyꝛſt to le Jeiu in holy wꝛyte. Foz Jes 

lu that is all ſothfaſtnes is hyd c couered therin / woun⸗ 
den in a ſofte fendell wean wozdes / that he may 
not be knowen ne keite but ofa clene herte / foꝛ why / loth⸗ 
faſtnes wyll not ſhewe it lelf to ennempyes but to frendes 
that loue ¢ deſyze it with a mee herte. Foz ſothfaſtnes 
and mekenes are full true ſyſters faſtened togyder in loz 
ue and charite / and therfoze is there no lenxuge of coun⸗ 
fevle bytwene them two. adekenes pꝛelumeth of ſoth⸗ 
faſtnes and nothyng of it lelte. Ind ſothfaſtnes troweth 
Well on mekenes / and ſo they accoꝛden Wonders Well. 
Than foꝛ as moche as a ſoule of a louer is made meke 
thzugh inlpiracyon of grace by openynge of the gooſtly 
eve / and ſeeth that it is nought of it ſelfe/but onely ban: 
geth in che mercy and the goodnes of Jelu laſtyngiy is 
boꝛne bp by fauour and by heipe of hym onely / and tru⸗ 
ly deſyꝛpnge the pꝛelence ot hym / therloze leeth it Jeſu / 
kon it leech lothfaſtneg of holy wꝛyte wonderly ſhewed e 
opened aboue itudy and trauayle and reaſon of mannes 
_ Bpndlp wytte. And that may well be called the felynge 
and the perceruynge of Jelu. Foz Jelu is welle of wyl⸗ 


252 
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dome / and by alptell heeldynge of his wyldome in tos 
clene loule/he maketh the ſoule wyle ynough forte vn: 
derſtande all holy wWꝛyte / not all at ones in ſpecyall behol 
dynge / but thꝛugh that grace the ſoule receyueth a newe 
ablenes and a gracyous abplite foz to vnderſtande it (pes 
cyally whan it cometh to mynde. This openynge e this 
clerenes of wytte is made by the gooſtly pꝛelence okt Je⸗ 
ſu. Foz ryght agp goſpell ſayth of two dylcyples goynge 
to the caſtell of Emaus / bꝛennynge in delyꝛe q ſpekynge 
ok our loꝛde Jeſu / our loꝛde appered to them pꝛeſently as 
a pylgrym/⁊ taught them the pꝛophecyes of hymſelke. 

Luce And as the golſpell ſayth ( àAperuit illis ſenſum vt intelli? 
xiiij. gerent ſcripturas) He opened to them clerenes of wytte 
that they myght vnderſtande holy wꝛytynge. Bpahe fo 
the gooſtly pꝛelence ol Jelu openeth the wytte ok his los 
uer / that it bꝛenneth in delyꝛe to hym / x bꝛyngeth to his 
mynde by mynyſtracpon ok aungels p woꝛdes e the lens 
tences of holy wꝛyte vnlought ⁊ vnauyſed one after an 
other / c expowneth them redyly/ be they neuer ſo harde 
ne lo pꝛeuy. The harder that they be x farder kro manes 
realonable vnderſtandynge / the moze delectable is the 
true ſhewynge of them / whan Jelu is mayſter it is ees | 
powned ¢ declared lytterally/nioʒally/myſtyly heuen⸗ 
Ip / vk p mater luffre it. By lettre that is lyghteſt æ mooſt 
plapne / is bodyly kynde confoꝛted. By moꝛalyte of hol ß 
wꝛpte the ſoule is enfoꝛmed ot vytes x vertues wylely / 
to con departe that one fro p other. By myſtyhede it is ile 
lumined koꝛ to ſe d werkes ol Jelu ĩ holychyꝛche / redylß 
foz to applye p woꝛdes of holy wꝛyte to Chꝛpſt our heed 
c to holy chyꝛche that is his myſty body. Ind the fourth 
that is heuenly longeth onely to the werkynge ok loue / E 
that is whan all ſothfaſtnes in holy wꝛyte is applyed to 
loue / foꝛ that is mooſt lyke to heuenly felynge /therfoꝛe 
I tall it heuenly. The louer of Jeſu is his frende / not fog 
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he hath delerued it but for Jelu ok his mercylull good⸗ 
nes maketh hym his krende by true accozd. And therfore 
ag to a true frende p pleateth hym with loue / not lerueth 
hym by dꝛede as a thzall/he ſheweth his pꝛeuyte. Thus 
he ſapth hymlelfe to his apoſtles (Jam vos dixi amicos 
quia icunq; audiui a patre meo nota fect vobis) How F 
faye that pe are frendes / fo2 I make knowen to pou all 
thynges that J haue herde ot my father /to a clene ſoule 
that bath p pallet purifyed from fylth of flelſhly loue/ho 
ly woꝛyte is lyuely fode c luſtenaunce delectable it ſauou 
reth wonders lwetely Lohan it is well chewed by gooſtly 
vnderſtandyng / foz why / the ſpiryte of lyfe is hyd therin 
that quyckeneth all p myghtes of p ſoule / ⁊ ſylleth them 
kull ot lwetnes of heuenly ſauour and gooftly delyte / but 
fothly hym nedeth to haue Whyte tethe ct ſharpe c Well 
pyked that ſholde byte of this gooſtly bꝛeed / foz flelſhly lo 
uers c heretykes may not touche the inward flourt of it / 
they tethe are blody and full of fylth / therloꝛe they be 
faſtyng fro felyng of this bꝛeed. By teche is vnderſtande 
the inly wyttes of the ſoule / the whiche in flelſhly louers 
and in heretykes ben blody / full of ſynne c of woꝛzldly va 
nytees / they wolde and they can not cõme by curiolite of 
they, kyndly wytte to p ſothfaſtnes in knowynge of holy 
Iꝛpte / foz theyꝛ wytte is coꝛrupte by oꝛygynall lynne /e 
actuall alſo / is not pet healed thzugh grace / therfore 
they do but gnawe vpon the barke without / ſpeke they 
neuer ſo moche therok / the inner lauour within they fele 
not ol / they be not meke / they be not clene fo2 to fe it / they 
be not freudes to Jeſu / and therkoze he ſheweth them not 
his coũſeyle / the pꝛeuyte of holy wꝛyte is clofed vnder a 
key / lealed with a lygnet of Jelus fynger / that is p holy 
gooſt / and therfore without his loue c his leue may no 
man cõme in/he hath onely the key of cõnynge in his ke⸗ 
pyng / as holy wꝛyte ſayth / x he is key hymlelke / and he 
Sea. pkec. 3. ij. 
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Kb, 


„b Secunda pars. Ca. xliij. 
letteth in whome he wyll by inlpiracyon ok his grace /d 
backeth not the cell / x that dothe Jelu to his louers not 
to al vlyke / but to them that are ſpecially inſpired to ſeke 
lothfaſtnes in holy wꝛyte w great deuocyon in pꝛayenge 


and w moche befpnes in ſtudyenge goynge before / thele 


may conte to kyndynge whan our loz Jeſu Wyll ſhewe 
it. Se now than how grace openeth the gooſtly eye ⁊ cle⸗ 
rech the wytteokthe ſoule wonderly aboue the kraylte of 
cozrupte kynde / it gyueth the loule a newe ablenes / whe 
ther it wyll rede holy wꝛyte / oꝛ heare oꝛ thynke it / for to 
vnderſtande truly ⁊ ſauourly the ſothlaſtnes of it / in the 
maner before ſayd. Aud for to turne redyly all reaſons € 
woꝛdes p are bodyly fayd in to gooſtly vnderſtandyng /e 
that is no great meruaple / foꝛ > fame ſpiryte expowneth 
it ⁊ declareth it in a clene ſoule / in confoꝛte of it that fyꝛſt 
madeit / that is the holy gooſt. And this grace may begs 
is as well in lewde as in lettred men / as anenſt the ſub⸗ 
ſtaunce t the true felynge of fothfattnes a the gooſtly faz 
uour of it in general / though they le not fo many reaſons 
iu ſpecyall /foꝝ p nedeth not. And whan the ſoule is thus 
abled and lyghtned thꝛugh grace /than it lyſteth foꝛ to be 
alone lomtyme out of lettynge o2 comonynge of all crea⸗ 
tures / that he myght frely aſſay his inſtrument / that FZ 
call his reaſon / in beholdyng of ſothfaſtnes that is cõtey 
ned in holy wꝛyte. Ind than there fall to mynde woꝛdes 
and reaſons and ſentences ynough to occupy hym in full 
oꝛdpnate ⁊ full ſadly / What cõ foꝛte c gooſtly delyte/ſa⸗ 
uoure and lwetnes a ſoule may fele than in his gooſtly 
werbe thꝛugh dpuerſe illuminacions / inly pceyuynges / 
pꝛeuy knowynges t ſodeyn touchynges of p holy gooſt / 
by allay the ſoule map wyte / eile not / x I hope that he 
ſhall not erre / pk it be fo 5 his tethe cthat be his inwarde 
wyttes) be kepte whyte æclene kro gooſtiy pꝛyde fro cu⸗ 
riolite of kyndly wytte. J hope p Dauid kelte full greate 
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delyte in this maner werke / whan he ſayd thus (Quad peat, 
dulcia faucibus meis eloquia tua ſuꝑ mel oʒi meo) Bboy 
lwete are thy (pebyuges loꝛde Jelu to my chekes ouer 

hony to my mouth / that is /loꝛde Jelu thy holy woꝛdes 
endited in holy wzyte brought to my mynde thꝛugh gra 

ce are lwetter to my chekeg (that are p aſteccyons ot m 
fouled than bony is to my mouth. Sothly this is a fayꝛe 

werke without paynkull trauayle foʒ to le Jeſus thus?/ 
this is one maner of lyght ol Jelu/as J (apd befoze/not 
as he is / but clothed vnder lykenes of Werkes c woꝛdeg 

Per ſpeculũ in enigmate) By a myꝛrour and by a lyke⸗ 
nes / as the apoſtle ſayth. Jeſu is endles myght / wyſl⸗ 
dome € goodnes / ryghtwylnes / ſothkaſtnes / holynes x 
mercp/and what this Jelu is in hymſelfe / may no foule 
le ne heare. But by the effecte of his werkynge he may 

be leen thzugh the lyght of grace / as thus / his myght 
is leen by makynge of all creatures of nought / his wyl⸗ 

dome inoꝛdynate dilpolynge of them / his goodnes in fas 
upage of them / his mercy in foꝛgyuenes of lynnes / his 
holynes in gyftes of grace / his ryghtwyſlnes in harde 
punplhpuge of lynne / his loftnes in true rewardynge 

of good werkes. And all this is expꝛeſled in holy wꝛyte⸗ 

and this leeth a ſoule in holy wꝛyte with all other accy⸗ 
deutes that fall therto / x wyte thou well that luche gra 
Cpous knowynge in holy woꝛyte og in other wꝛytyng that 

is made thzugh grace / are nought elle but lwete lettres 

fent and made bytwene a louynge ſoule and Jelu loued / 

02 elle pf I ſhall faye ſothlyer / bytwene Jelu the true lo⸗ 

uer c the loules loued of hym. He bach full great tender⸗ 

nes of loue to all his chofen chyldꝛen that are here cloſed 

in clay of this bodyly lyfe / therfore though he be abſent 

fro them hyghed aboue in the bolom ok the father fultyl⸗ 

led in delytes of the bleſſed godhede / pet not withſtan⸗ 
dynge hethyntzeth vpon them / ⁊ vyſyteth them full ofte 

. a 5. iiij. 
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thꝛugh his gracyous gooſtly pꝛelence / x cõfoꝛteth them 
by his lettres of holy wꝛyte / e dꝛyueth out ok theyꝛ hertes 
heuynes & werynes / doubtes dꝛedes /c matzeth them 
glad ⁊ mery in hym / truly byleuynge all his beheſtes /d 
mebely abydyng p kulkyllyng of his Wyll. Saynt Poule 
Rom̃. layth thus ( Quecũq; ſcripta ſunt / ad noſtram doctrinã 
xv. (cripta ſũt: vt ꝑ cõlolationẽ ſcripturarũ ſpem habeamꝰ) 
All p is wꝛyten to our techynge / it is wꝛyten p by cõfozte 
of wWoꝛytyng We myaht haue hope of ſaluacpon / this is 
an other werke of contemplacyon to le Jeſu in (cripture 
after openyngeok  gooftly eye / the clener p lyght is be⸗ 
holdynge / the moze cõfoꝛted is the alfeccyon in taſtynge. 
A full lytell ſauoure felte in a clene ſoule of holy wꝛyte in 
this maner before ſayd / ſhold make ß foule fet lytel pꝛyce 
by knowyng ok all the. vij. artes /oꝛ of all pð woꝛlde tof all 
Woꝛldly cõnynges / foz the ende ok this knowynge is lal⸗ 
uacpon of a mannes foule in euerlaſtyng lyke / tthe ende 
of that othercas fo2 themſelfe) is but vanite ⁊ a paſſyng 

delyte / but yt they be turned thꝛugh grace to this ende. 

¶ Okt the pꝛeup voyce of Jelu lownynge in a ſoule 

and woherby it ſhall be knowen / c how all the gra⸗ 
cpous illumynacyons made in a ſoule / ben called 
the ſpekynges of Jelu. Ca. xliiij. 

II thele are kayze newe felynges in a clene loule / 
A t pf a ſoule were fulfylled wich ſuche / it myght 
lothly be layd that it were reformed ſomwhat in felyng 
but not fully / koꝛ why / yet Jelu ſheweth more / and lez 
deth the foule inner / and begynneth to lpeke moze home⸗ 
ly and moꝛe louely to a ſoule than to folowe the ſterynge 
Eze.j. ok grace. forthe pꝛophete ſayth (Quocung ibat ſpirit? 
illuc gradiebantur et rote ſequẽtes ett) Whether fo yede 
the ſpiryte / thyder pede the wheles kolowynge hym. By 
wheles are vnderſtande the true louers of Jelu / koꝛ they 
are rounde in bertue without ony gyle of krowardnes / 
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and lyghtly whyꝛlynge thꝛugh redynelle of wyll to the 
ſterynge of grace. Foꝛ after that grace ſtereth ⁊ techeth / 
fo they folowe c werke / as the pꝛophete layth. But they 
haue kyꝛſt a full ſyker aſſaye and a true knowynge of the 
voyce of grace /oꝛ they map do fo that they be not decey⸗ 
ued by theyz owne fayaynge / oꝛ by the myddape fende. 
Our loꝛde Jelu layth thus of his louers (Dues mee vo 
cem meã audiunt et cognolco eas / et cognolcũt me mee) 
My ſhepe heare my voyce / and J knowe them / and they 
knowe me. The pꝛeuy voyce of Jelu is full true /⁊ it maz 
keth a ſoule true. There is no faynynge in it ne kantalpe 
ne pꝛyde / ne yppocrylye. But ſoftnes / mekenes / peace /lo⸗ 
ue and charite / æ it is full ot lyke/loue ⁊ grace. And ther⸗ 
fore Lohan it ſowneth in a loule / it is of ſo greate myght 
lomtyme that the foule ſodeynly lapeth of hande all that 
there is / pꝛayenge / ſpekynge / redynge / oz thynkynge in 
the maner before layd / and all maner of bodyly werke / c 
lyſteneth therto fully hearynge € perceyuyng in reſt tin 
loue the lwete ſteuen ok this gooſtly voyce / as it were 
ràauylſhed fro the mynde of all erthly thynges. And than 
ſomtyme ſheweth Jelu inthis peace hymſelk as a hawt⸗ 
full mayſter / and ſomtyme as a reuerent father / ⁊ ſom⸗ 
tyme as a louely ſpouſe. And it kepeth a loule in a won⸗ 
derkull reuerence and in a louely beholdyng of hym / that 
the ſoule lyketh well than / x neuer fo well as than. Foꝛ it 
keleth fo great lykernes c ſo great ret ĩ Jeſu / fo moche 
fauoure of his goodnes that it wolde euer be ſo/ x neuer 
do other Werke / it thynketh that it toucheth Jelu / and 
thaugh vertue ok that vnſpekable touchynge / it is made 
hole æ ſtable in it felfe/ reuerently beholdyng onely Fett 
as pf there were nothynge but Felu one thynge / and he 
an other / boꝛne vp onely by the kauour tthe wonderfull 
goodnes of hym / that is p thynge that he feleth x leeth. 
And this kelynge is oktentymes without fpecpall behol⸗ 


Joh. x. 
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dyng of holy wupte / ne but with kewe woꝛdes formed in 


the hert nought but thus among fallen in fete woꝛdes 
accoꝛdynge to the felynge eyther louynge oz wozſhyp⸗ 
phnge oz wondꝛynge / oz otherwyſe ſownynge as p herte 
lyketh. The loule is moche departed fro loue o2 lykynge 
of the woꝛlde thꝛugh vertue ol this gracyous kelynge /c 


aͤlſo fro mynde of the woꝛlde moche in the meaue tyme / 
it taketh) no hedetherok / fez it hath no tyme therto. But 


than lomtyme anone with this kalleth in to a foule dy⸗ 
uerle illumpnacyous thꝛugh grace / the whiche illump⸗ 
nacyons I call che ſpekynges of Jelu/and the lyght of 
gooſtly thyuges. Foꝛ Wyte chou Well that al the beſynes 
that Jelu niabeth aboute a ſoule/is foꝛ to make it à true 
perkyte ſpoule to hym in the hyghnes and fulnes of loue 


aͤnd that may not be done lo ſodeynly / therfoze Jeſu that 


aa 


is loue/tofallloucrs p Wyleſt /aſſayeth by many wyles 


and by many Wonderkull meanes 02 it may come about. 


And thertore that it myght cõme to theect of true lpou⸗ 
ſage be bath luche gracpous ſpekynges this maner ot a 
wower to a cholen ſoule. He ſheweth his pꝛeuy iewelles 
many thynges He gyueth / more he behoteth / and cur⸗ 
teys dalyaũce he ſheweth. Ofte he vilyteth with moche 
grace and gooltly conkoꝛte/as I ſayd befoꝛze / but how he 
dothe this in (pecpall all fully can J not tell the / foꝛ tt nes 
deth not. Neuertheleſſe lomwhat hall J ſaye ałter that 
grace ſtereth. The dꝛawynge of a foule fully to perfpte 
loue is fyꝛſt by the ſhewynge of gooſtly thynges to a cle⸗ 
ne ſoule / vohan the gooſtly eye is opened / not that a ſoule 
ſholde reſt therin / and make an ende there / but by that 
lee hym e loue hym onely that is hygheſt of all / with⸗ 
out ony beholdynge of ony other thynge than hymlelfe. 
But what are theſe gooſtly thynges layeſt thou / ſoz 1 
ſpeke oſte ol gooſtly thynges. To this J anlwere c ſayve 
chat goottiy thynges may be ſayd all the lothfaſtnes ok 


— 


} 
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holy ſcripture. Ind therkoꝛe a ſoule that thꝛugh lyght ol 


grace may le p ſothtaſtnes ot it / it leeth gooſtly thynges 


as J haue before ſayd. 21 : 
¶ How thꝛugh gracyous openynge of the gooſtly eye /a 
ſoule is made woyle mekely & lothfaſtly to the dyuerſite 


of degrees of holy chyꝛche as trauaylynge / and foz to fe. 


aungels kynde / and fyzſt ol repꝛoued. Ca. xlv. 
1 other gooſtly thynges there ben al⸗ 


lo / the whiche thꝛugh lyght ol grace are ſhewed 


to the ſoule / and are thele. The kynde of all reaſonable 


foules and the gracpous werkynge ol our loꝛde Jelu in 
them. The kynde of aungels / blelled and repꝛoued / and 


thep2 werkynge / and the knowynge of the bleſſed trinite 
after that grace techeth. Holy wꝛyte layth in the boke of 
longes of the ſpoule thus ( Surgã et circuibo ciuitatem 
et querã que diligit anima mea) J (hall ryſe and J ſhall 
go aboutethe cite /and I ſhall ſeke hym that my ſoule los 
ueth / that is / I thall ryſe in to hyghnes of thought and 


Cant. 


go aboute the cite. By this cite is vnderſtande the vnn⸗ 


uerſite of all creatures bodyly and gooſtly / oꝛdeyned and 
tiled vnder god by lawes of kynde / ol reaſon ol grace / 
go aboute this cite whan J beholde the kyndes and the 


cauſe of bodyly creatures / the gyftes of grace ⁊ the blyſ⸗ 


fes of gooſtly creatures /and in all thele I eke hym that 
my fouleloucth. It is fayʒe lokynge with the inner eye 
vpon Jelu in bodyly creatures / foꝛ to ſe his myght/ his 


Wyldome / x his goodnes in oꝛdynaunce of theyꝛ kynde / 
but it is moche fayꝛer lokynge on Jelu in gooſtly crea⸗ 
«tures. Fyꝛſt in reaſonable ſoules bothe chofen and repꝛo 
ued to ſethe mercpfull callyng of hym to cholen / how he 
turneth them fro lynne by lyght of his grace /how he hel⸗ 
peth them / techeth them / chaſtyleth them / confoꝛteth 


them/heryghteth / he clenleth / he kedeth / and he maketh 
them bꝛennxnge in loue e in lyght by plente of his grace. 
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And thus dothe he not to one loule onelp / but to all his 
cholen / after p mealure ot his grace. Allo of all repꝛoued 
how rightlully he foꝛſaketh them leueth them in theyꝛ 
lynnes / doth them no wꝛong. How he rewardeth them 
in this Woꝛlde / luffrynge them to haue the fulfyllyng of 
theyꝛ wyll / c after to punylſhe them endlell y. Lo this is 
à lytell beholdyng of holy chyꝛche whyles it is in trauay 
ling in this lyke / to fe how blacke c how foule it lemeth in 
foules vᷣ̊ are repꝛoued/how fayze ⁊ how louelp it is incho 
fen ſoules. And all this gooſtly ſyght is nought elfe but 
the ſyght of Jelu. Mot in hymlelke but in his mercpkull 
pꝛeuy Werkes / and in his ryghtwyſe domes euery daye 
ſhewed c remembzed and renewed to reaſonable ſoules. 
Alſo ouer this to ſe with p gooſtly eye p paynes of repꝛo⸗ 


ued / the iope c the blyſſe of cholen ſoules /it is full con⸗ 


rou, 
rij. 


foꝛtable / fog ſothfaſtnes may not be ſeen in a clene ſoule 
without great delyte c wonderkul ſoftnes of bleſſed bꝛen 
nynge loue. Allo the lyght ol aũgels kynde / fyꝛſt of dam⸗ 
ned / c after that of the bleſſed. It is a full fapʒe contem⸗ 
placyon of p fende in a clene ſoule whan grace bꝛyngeth 
the fende to the lyght of the foule as a clumſed captpfe 
bounde with the myght ol Jelu / that he may not hurte. 
Than the foule beholdeth hym not bodyly / but gooſtly 
fepnge his kynde and his malyce / turneth hym vp lo 
downe / c ſpoyleth hym t renteth hym al to nought / ſcoz⸗⸗ 
neth hym ⁊ delpyleth hym / & letteth nought by his ma⸗ 
lice. Thus byddeth holy wꝛyte whã it layth thus (Werte 
impiũ et nd erit) Curnep wycked / that is fende vp ſo 
downe / c he ſhall be as nought. Moche wonder hath the 
ſoulevᷣ the fende bath fo moche malyce ⁊ ſo lytell myght. 
There is no creature (Co vumyghty as he is / and therfoꝛe 
it is à great cowardnes that men dꝛede hym fo moche / he 
may nothynge do without leue ok our loꝛde Jelu / not fo 
moche as entre in to a ſwyne/as p goſpell fayth, Moche 
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leſſe may he do than to noye ony man. Ind than pf our 


lord Jelu gyue them leue to tary vs /it is ful woꝛthyly x 


mercyfully done that our loꝛd Jelu doth / therfore Wel⸗ 


conte be our loꝛde Jelu by hymlelfe x by all his meſſen⸗ 


gers / the foule dꝛedeth no moze the bluſtyng of the fende 
than the ſterynge of a mous / wonders wꝛoth is p fende 


pl he durſt ſaye nay/ but his mouth is ſtopped with his 


owne malyce / his hades are boũde as a theke / woꝛthy to 


be dented hanged in hell / xthan the ſoule accuſeth hym 


erpghtfully demeth hym alter v he hath delerued / won 
der not onthis layenge / for ſaynt Poule meaned p fame 
whan he layd thus (Fratres neſcitis qm̃ angelos iudica 
bimus) Bꝛetherne wote ye not well that we ſhall deme 
aügels that are wycked lpirytes thzugh malyce d were 
made good aũgels by kynde / as who ſayth ves / this de⸗ 
mynge is kygured before p dome in contẽplatyke ſoules/ 
koꝛ they kele a lytell taſtynge in lykenes of all that (hall be 
done after warde of our loꝛd Jelu openly in ſothfaſtnes / 
ſhamed ⁊ ſhent is the fende greatly in hymſelfe whan he 
is thus fared Wa clene ſoule / he wolde fayne flee away x 
he may not /foꝛ the myght of p hyeſt holdeth hym ſtyll / 
that greueth hym moze than all p fyꝛe ot hell Wonders 
mekelp falleth the ſoule to Jelu than w hertely louynges 
that he fo myghtyly faucth a ſymple ſoule fro all malyce 
of fo kell an ennemy by his greate merctv. 
¶ How by p ſame lyght of grace v bleſſed aungels kynde 
map be ſeen. And how Jelu is god a man aboue all crea⸗ 
tures after that the ſoule may ſe hym here. Ca. xlvj. 
— —— 
A ſegooſtlythe fayꝛnes ofaungels the woꝛthynes 
bkthem in kynde / the ſubtylte ol them in ſubſtaunce /the 
confermynge of them in grace / and the fulnes of endles 
blyſſe / the ſondꝛyhede ok oꝛdꝛes / the diſtinccyons of per⸗ 
Cones / how they lyue all in lyght ol ſothlaſtnes endles /d 


Corts. 
oe 


Debpefe 
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how they bꝛenne all in loue of p holy gooſt after the woꝛ: 
thynes of oꝛdzes / how they ſe c loue q pꝛayle Jelu in bieſ 
ſed reſt without ceaſyng / there is no lyght ot body / ne no 
kygure in ymaginacpon in this maner werkynge but all 
gooſtly / of gooſtliy creatures than begynneth the ſoule 
to haue great aqueyntaũce of p bleſſed ipirytes ⁊ a great 
felawſhyp/they are full tender & full bely aboute ſuche a 
ſoule to helpe it/they are mayſters to teche it / and oiten 
though theyꝛ gooſtiy pꝛelence ⁊ touchynge ol theyꝛ lyght 
dꝛyue out fantaſyes trop loule / they illumpne the ſoule 
gracyouſly / they cõfoꝛte p ſoule by ſwete woꝛdes ſodtyn⸗ 
ly ſowned in a cleue herte. And yl ony difeate fall gooſtly 
they ſerue the ſoule c mynyſtre to it alp it nedeth. Thus 
laynt Pole ſaydof them (one oss (ut adminiſtratoꝛiʒ 
ſpũg milli pꝛopter eos qͥ hereditatẽ capiũt ſalutis) Wote 
ve not well p holy ſpꝛytes are mynyſtres ſcnt ot Jeſu for 
them p take p herytage of helth/theſe are chofen foules/ 
as who ſayth ves /loꝛ Wyte well p au this gooſtiy wer 
Rpg of Woꝛdes tof reaſons bꝛought to the mynde / and 
luche fayꝛe lykeneg are made by d mynyſtery of aungels 
whan the lyght of grace haboũdaütly ſhyneth in n clene 
ſoule / it map not be tolde by tongue ß felynges / p lyght⸗ 
nynges /p graces x the cõloꝛtes in ſpecyall pᷣ clene ſoules 
percepue though fauourable felawſhyp ot bleſſed auͤgels 
the loule is well at eale w them to beholde how they do ỹ 
it wolde tende to nochynge elle. But than W the helpe of 
the aũgell yet the ſoule fect moze / fo2 knowynge rylcth 
aboue al this in a clene ſoule / that is to beholde p blel⸗ 
{cd kyude of Jeſu / fyꝛſt of his gracyous manhede how it 
is hyghed woꝛthyly aboue al aũgels kynde/æ than after 
of his bleed godhede / fo by knowyngeok creatures /is 
knowen p creatour / ethan begẽneth p ſoule to percepue 
à lyteu of the pꝛeuytees ofthe bleſſed trinite / it may well 
vnough -for lyght ot grace goth beloꝛe / e therfoꝛe ye that 
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not erre as longe as the holdeth her with p lyght. Than 
is it opened forh faſtly to p eye ot the ſoule the onelyhede 
in ſubſtaunce & diſtincevon of perfones in the bleſſed tri⸗ 
nite as may be ſeen here / and moche other lothfaſtnes of 
the bleſſed trinite partinent to this mater / the whiche is 
openly declared ⁊ ſhewed by wꝛytynge of holy doctours 
of holy chyꝛche. And wyte P well that p lame tthe lelte 
lothlaſtnes ok the bleſſed trinite that theſe holy doctours 
enſpired thꝛugh grace wꝛyten in theyꝛ bookes in ſtreng⸗ 
thynge of our trouth a clene ſoule may fein knowynge 
thꝛugh the lelke lyght of grace. J Wyll not expꝛeſſe to 
mocheokthis mater here (pecially fo it nedeth not / won 
ders great loue feleth the ſoule with heuenly delpte in ke 
Ipnge of this ſothfaſtnes / whan it is made thꝛugh ſpe⸗ 
cyal grace /foꝝ loue ⁊ lyght goth before togyder in a clene 
ſoule / there is no loue that ryleth of knowynge of ſpe⸗ 
cpal beholdyng that may touche fooner our loꝛde as this 
loue may / for why this knowynge is woꝛthyeſt e hyeſt 
in it lelfe onely ot Jeſu god æmã/yt it be {pecially ſhewed 
by the lyght ok grace / and therfore is § fyꝛe ot᷑ loue flam⸗ 
byngeok this moꝛe bꝛennynge than it is of knowynge of 
ony creature bodyly oꝛ gooſtiy / and all thele gracyous 
knowynges kelte in a ſoule ot the vnyuerſite of all erea⸗ 
tures in maner before ſaid / ot our loꝛd Feu maker tke 
per ot᷑ al this fayꝛe vniuerlite. call them favre woꝛdes 
e lwete ſpekynges of our loꝛd Jelu to a ſoule the whiche 

he wyl make his true ſpouſe/he ſheweth pꝛeuytees / and 
pꝛokereth ryche gyftes of his treaſoure / and arayeth the 
doule w them full honeſtly / ſhe nede not be aſhamed with 
thecompanpoktheyꝛ felowes to appere afterwardto the 
kate of Jeſu her ſpoule/al this louely daliaunce of pꝛeuy 
fſpeche bytwene Jelu and a ſoule may be called a hydde 
worde / of the whiche holy wꝛyte ſayth thus (Poꝛto ad Job 
me dictũ eſt verbũ ablconditũ et venas luſurrij percepit iii. 


Secunda pars. Ca. xl vi. 
auris mea) Sothly to me is ſayd a meruaplous hydde 
Woꝛde / the vaynes of his rownynges myne care hath 


perceyued. The inlpiracyon of Jelſu is a hyd Woꝛde/foꝛ 


it is papuclp hyd fro all d louers of p woꝛlde /e ſhewed to 
his louers /thzugh whiche a clene ſoule ꝑceyueth redyly 
the baynes of his rownynges / that are ſpecial ſhewpges 
of his ſothkaſtnes / fo euery gracyous knowynge ot loth 
faſtnes felte with nlp ſauour ⁊ gooſtly delyte is a pꝛeuy 
rownyngeof Jelu in the eareof a clene ſoule/hym beho⸗ 
ueth to haue moche clennes c mekenes and all other ver 


tues/æ to be halfe dete to noyle of wozldly ianglyng/that 


fal. 


{hold wyſely percepue thele lwete gooſtiy rownynges/ỹ 
is the voyce of Jelu. Ot the wohiche Dauid ſayth thus. 
(Vox dfit preparatts ceruos et reuelabit condenla) The 


voyce ot our loꝛd Jeſu arayenge hartes /⁊ he ſhall heme 


thycke / that is / the iuſpiracyon ol Jeſu maketh ſoules 
lyght as hartes p ſtarte fro perth ouer buſſhes ¢ bꝛeres 
of all woꝛldly vanite / and he ſheweth to them the thycke 
that are his pꝛeuytees that map not be perceyued but by 
ſharpe epe-thele beholdẽges ſothfaſtiy groũded in grace 
and in mekenes / maketh a ſoule wyle c bzennynge in des 
lyꝛe to the face ot Jelu / thele are p̊ gooſtiy thynges that 
I Cpake of befoʒe / they be called newe gracpous felyn⸗ 
ges / F do but touchethem a lytell for Walſhynge of the 
foule/foza ſoule that is cleue ſtered by grace to bicot this 


werkynge map fe moze in an houre ot ſuche gooſtiy ma: 


ters than myght be wꝛyten in a greate bone. 


¶ Thus endeth this pꝛelent booke / Whiche expowneth 
manp notable doctrynes in cõtemplacyon / whiche is cas 
me lemethꝰ ryght expedyentta thole ÿ let they felicite in 
occuppenge themleite fpecpally foꝛ theyꝛ ſoules beth, 


¶ Chis is a deuoute boke comppled by mapſter 
Walter Hylton /to a deuoute mau in tempo⸗ 
rau eſtate / how he holde rule bpm. 


 Chowa mats that wyl be goolllip mutt fyꝛiſt ble moche 
booply exercyſe in penaũce a deſtroyenge of lynne. Ca.. 
ey, Crebzother in Chapt / two maner of ſtates 
there be in holy chyꝛche / bythe whiche chꝛy⸗ 
ſten ſoules pleaſen god / and geten them the 
blyſſe ol heuen / that one is bodylxy / and that 
5 other is gooſtly. Bodyly werkynge longeth 
‘princppally to woꝛldly men r women the whiche lefui- 
ly ble woꝛldly goodes and Wylfully ble woꝛldly beſynes 
Allo it longeth to all vonge begynnynge men / the whiche 
cõmen newe out of woꝛldly ſynnes to the ſeruyce of god / 
oz to make them able to gooſtiy werkynge / fo2 to bꝛeke 
dobone the vnbuxomnes of the body by dilcrecyon / vlen 
bodylp werkynge / that it myght be ſouple and redy / and 
not moche contraryous to 5ᷣ ſpiryte in gooftly werkyng. 
Foz ſaynt Poule ſayth / as woman was made foꝛ man / 
and not man for woman / ryght ſo bodyly werzyng was 
made for gooſtly / and not gooſtly foꝛ bodyly. Bodyly wer 
kyng goth befoze / gooſtly cometh atter as ſaynt Poule 
ſayth (Non pꝛius gb ſpirituale:ſcilicet ꝙ pꝛius animale 
deinde ſpirituale) And this is a cauſe why it behoueth 
to be ſo / foꝛ we are boꝛne in ſynne ⁊ coꝛrupcion of vᷣ fleſſhe 
by the whiche we are fo blynded & fo ouerlayde / that we 
haue neyther p gooſtly knowynge of god by lyght ol vn⸗ 
derſtandynge / ne gooſtly felynge of hym by clene delyꝛe 
of louynge / and therfore we may not ſodeynly ſtarte out 
ok this darke nyght of this flelſhely coꝛrupcyon in to the 
gooſtly lyght / ko we may not (ulfre it / ne bere it ſoꝛ ſyck⸗ 
nes ot our ſelfe / no moze than we may with our bodyly 
yen Lohan they are fore beholde thelpghtof the ſonne /c 
a. Sca.pfec. F. . 


. 


therfore we muſt abyde and werke by pꝛoceſſe ol tyme. 
Jyꝛſt by bodyly werkes belyly/tyll we be diſcharged of 
this heuy burden of ſynne / whiche letteth vs fro gooſtly 
Werkynge / e tyll our ſoule be ſomwhat clenſed fro great 


outwarde ſynnes / abled to gooſtly werkes. By this bo 


dyly werkynge that I (pebe of / mayſt thou vnderſtande 
all maner of good werkes that thy foule dothe by the 
wyttes tthe membres of thy body vnto thy felfe as in 
kaſtynge / wakyng / and in reſtraynynge of fleſſhly luſtes 
by penaunce doynge / oz to thyne euen chꝛyſten by kulkyl⸗ 
lynge of the dedes of mercy bodylp oꝛ gooſtly / oz vnto 
god by lulfrynge of all bodyly myſcheues for the loue ol 
ryghtwylnes. All thele werkes done in trouth by chari⸗ 


te pleaſe god / without Whiche they are nought. Than 


who fo delpꝛeth for to be occupped gooſtly / it is ſyker and 
profptable to hym that he be fyzſt well aſſaped a longe 
tyme in this bodyly werkynge / foz thefe bodyly dedes 
are a token and a ſhewynge of moꝛall vertues / without 
whiche a ſoule is not able to werke gooſtly. Bꝛeke down 


fpr pꝛyde in bodyly bearpynge / and alſo within thyne 


herte thynkynge / booſtynge and pꝛayſynge of thy ſelke / 
vapne lykynge in thy felfe ol ony thynge that god hath 
lente to the bodylp oꝛ gooſtly. Bꝛeke Domne allo enuy and 
ire agaynſt thyne euen chꝛyſten / whether they be ryche 
02 poore/qood o2 badde/that thou hate hym not / ne haue 
dildeyne of hym wylfully / neyther in woꝛde no2 in dede. 
Alo bꝛeke downe couetyle of woꝛldly good / that thou foz 
the holdynge / getynge / oꝛ ſauynge of it offende not thy 
conſcpence / ne bꝛeke not charite to god and to thyne euen 
chꝛyſten for loue of onp Worldly good / but that thou ge⸗ 
teſt to kepe it / ⁊ ſpende it without loue & vayue lykynge 
of it / as reaſon aſketh in woꝛſhyp of god x helpeor thyne 
euen chꝛyſten. Bꝛeke down allo as moche as thou mapſt 
flelſhiy lykpngeg / eyther of llouth oz ok bodylp eale / glo⸗ 


tony oz lechery. Ind than whan thou bat ben well tra: 
uayled ⁊ well aſſaped in all ſuche bodyly werkes / than 
mayſt thou by grace oꝛdeyne p to gooſtiy werkynge / the 
grace and the goodnes of our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt that he 
hath ſhewed to the in withdꝛawynge of thyne herte tro 
iu ⁊ lpkynge ol woꝛldly vanyte t vle of flelſhly ſynnes / 
and in that turnynge of thy wyll entyerly to his ſeruyce 
and his plealaũce/bꝛyngeth in to my herte moche mater 
to loue hym in his mercy / E allo it ſtereth me greatly to 
ſtrength the in thy good purpole t in thy werkynge that 
thou hat begon / foz to bꝛynge it to a good ende / yt that |. 
coude / and pꝛincypally for god / and lythen foz tender ar⸗ 

keccion of loue that thou batt to mie / foꝛ pf Ibea wꝛetche 
aud vnwoꝛthy / J knowe well the deſyꝛe ot thy hert / that 
thou deſyꝛeſt greatly to ſerue our loꝛde by occupacyon all 
hoolly Withouten lettyng oꝛ troublynge ol woꝛldly beſy⸗ 
nes / that thou mighteſt cõme by grace to moze knowyng 
and gooſtly felynge ol god and ol gooſtly thynges. This 
deſyꝛe is good (as J hope) and of god / foz it is ſet vpon 
hym incharite ſpiritually/neuertheleſſe it is to rekrayne 


and rule by diſcrecyon as agaynſt outwarde werkynge 


after the ſtate that thou art in / foꝛ charite vnruled tur⸗ 
nech ſomtyme in to byce. And therfore it is ſayd in holy 
wꝛyte ( Oꝛdinauit in me charitatẽ) That is to ſave/our 
loꝛde gyuynge to me charite / let it in oꝛdꝛe c in rule/that 
it ſholde not be loſt thꝛugh myne vndilcrecyon / ryght fo 
this charite and this delyze that our loꝛde bath gyuen 
of his mercy to the / is for to rule and oꝛdeyne how thou 
ſhalte purlue it after thy degre altzeth / and after the ly⸗ 
uynge that thou batt bled before tyme Tafter the grace 
of bertues that thou now haſt / thou alte not vtterly fos 
lowethy deſyꝛe for to leue occupacyvon and befpnes ofthe 
Wozlde / the whiche are nedefull to ble in rulynge of thy 
lelke and ok all other that are eer gue 
: Efe 


0 N 


medytacpons / as it were a frere oꝛa monke/oꝛ an other 
manthat were not bounden to the woꝛlde by chyldꝛen F 
leruauntes as thou art / foꝛ it falleth not to the/⁊ yf thou 
do lo / thou kepeſt not the oꝛdꝛe of charite. Allo pt thon 
woldeſt leue vtterly gooſtly occupacion/namely now ak ⸗ 
ter the grace that god hath gyuen the / and let the hooll?⸗ 
to the belynes of the Wolde / in fulkyllyng of the werkes 
ok actyfe lyte as fully as an other man that neuer keled 
deuocyon / thou leueſt the oꝛdꝛe of charite. Foꝛ thy ſtate 
alketh to do bothe / eche of them in dyuerſe tymes / thou 
{hale meddle the werkes of actyfe lyke w gooſtly werzes 
of lyfe cõtemplatyke / and than doeſt thou Well. Joꝛ thon 
ſhalte one tyme be bely With Martha foꝛ to rule and go⸗ 
uerne thyne houſholde / thy chyldzen / thy ſeruaũtes / thy 
neyghbours and thy tenauntes / yk they do Well / cõkozte 
them therin and helpe them /yk they do euyll / foꝛ to teche 
them to amende them / e chaſtyle them. And thou ſhalte 
alſo loke knowe wylely thy thynges and thy Woꝛldix/ 
goodes be ryghtly kepte by thy ſeruauntes / gouerned € 
truly {pended / that thou myght p moze plenteoully ful⸗ 
fyll the dedes of mercy with them vnto thyne euen chzys⸗ 
ſten. And thou ſhalte with Mary leue the beſynes okthe 
Woꝛlde / and (pe downe at the fete of our loꝛd by mekenes 
in pꝛapers ànd in holy thoughtes and in contemplacyon 
of hym as he gyueth the grace / and fo ſhalte thou go fro 
that one to that other medekully / and kulfyll them bothe / 

and than kepeſt thou well the oꝛdze of charite. get 
¶ Unto what maner of man longeth actyle lyfe. Ca. tf,’ 

1 uertheleſle that thou ne haue no wonder ok this 
i that I fapetherfore I Mall teil the edeclareto p 
à lytell moꝛe openly. Thou ſhalte vnderſtande that there 
is thꝛe maner of lyuynges / one is actyfe / an other is cons 
tẽplatyłe / the thyꝛde is made of bothe / a that is medled. 


the entperlp to goollip occupacpon ok pꝛapers and holy 


Actyke lyle alone longeth vnto Worldly men and women 
the whiche are lewde in knowyng of gooſtly occupacion / 
foz they ne fele ſauour ne deuocpon by feruour of loue as 
other men do / ne they can no ſkyll of it / and pet neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe they haue dꝛede ol god and of the paynes ok hell / and 
therfoze they flee ſynne / and haue delpze foz to pleaſe god 
and to conte to heuen / and a good Wyll they haue to they: 
euen chꝛiſten / vnto thele men it is nedefull and ſpedefull 
to blen the werkes of actyfe lyfe as beſyly as they may / 
in the helpe ol themlelke and of theyz euen chꝛyſten / foꝛ 
they can not elle do. N 
Unto whome longeth contemplatyfe lyfe. Calif. 
9 lyte longeth alone to ſuche men c 
women that for the loue of god foꝛſaken all open 
ſynnes of the woꝛlde e they: flelſhe / all belynes/char⸗ 
ges and gouernaũce ot woꝛldly goodes / and make them 
felfe pooze and naked to the bare nede of bodyly kynde / 


a nd flee fro ſoueraynte of all other men to the leruyce of 


god. Unto theſe men it longeth to trauaple and occupye 
them inwardly foꝛ to gete thaugh the grace of our loꝛde 
clennes in hert ¢ peace in cõſcience by deſtroying of ſynne 
and receyuynge of vertues / ſo foʒ to come to contempla 
cyon / whan the clennes may not be had Wout great exer⸗ 
cyle ot body c contynuall trauayle of p ſpiryte in deuoute 
pꝛapers / feruent deſyꝛes / and gooſtly meditacyons. 
¶ Unto whome longeth medled lyke. Ca.iiij. 
8 He thyꝛde lykecthat is the medled lyfe) longeth to 
men of holy chyzche / as to pꝛelates & to other cu⸗ 
rates / the whiche haue cure and ſoueraynte ouer other 
men for to teche and rule them / bothe theyꝛ bodyes and 
theyz ſoules / pꝛyncypally in fulfyllynge of the dedes of 
mercy bodyly c gooſtly. Unto thele men it longeth ſom⸗ 
t ꝛme to vlen werkes of mercy in actyle lyle in helpe and 
duſtenaũce of themſelfe tof theyꝛ ſubiectes / and of other 
Sca.ꝑec. c. ij. 


alfo. Ind ſomtyme fo2 to leue all maner of beſynes dut⸗ 
warde / and gyue them to pꝛayers c meditacponus /as re⸗ 
dyng ok holy oꝛyte to other gooſtly occupacpons / after 
that they kele them dilpoled. Alſo it longeth to ſome tem⸗ 
pozall / whiche haue ſoueraynte with moche hauoypze of 
Woꝛldly goodes / and haue alſocas it were) loꝛdſhyp ouer 
other men to gouerne x luſtayne them / as a father hath 
ouer his chyldꝛen / xc a mayſter ouer his ſcruauntes/c ax! 
loꝛde ouer his tenaũtes / the whiche men haue alſo recep 
ued ok our loꝛdes gylte grace ot deuocyon / in partye ſa⸗ 
uour of gooſtly occupacyon. Unto thele men alſo longeth 
medled lyfe that is bothe actyfe ⁊ contemplatyke / for pt 
thele meu ( ſtandyng p charge tthe bonde that they haue 
taken) wyll leue vtterly p beſynes ofp woꝛlde / d whiche 
ought ſkylkully to be vled in fulfyllynge of theyꝛ charge 
and hoolly gyue them to contemplatyfe pte they do not 
Well / for they kepe not the oꝛdꝛe of charite / foꝛ charite as 
thou knoweſt well lyeth bothe in loue of god ¢ of thyne 
euen chꝛyſten / & therfoꝛe it is that he that bath charite to 
ble bothe in werkynge now to that one / now to ß other / 
for he that fo2 the loue of god in cõtemplacyon leueth the 
loue ot his euen chꝛyſten / x doth not to them as he ought 
whanhe is bounde therto / he fulfylleth not charite. Alſo 
on the coutrary wyle / who fo hath fo greate regarde to 
werke ok actyte lyfe and to belynes of f woꝛlde / that faz 
the loue of his euen chꝛiſten he leueth gooſtly occupacion 
vtterly / after that god hath diſpoſed hym therto / he ful⸗ 
fylleth not charite / this is the ſayenge of laynt ꝛegoꝛy. 
For though our lode foz to ſtere ſome to ble this medlied 
lpke/toke bpon hymlelke the perſone ol ſuche maner men 
bothe of prelates of holy chyzche/⁊ of luche other as are 
diſpoſed therto / as J haue ſayd / æ gaue them enſample 
by his owne werkynge that they ſholde vlethis medled 
pe / as he dyd that tyme p he lpake with men e medied 


With them / hewẽg his dedes of mercy for them / taught 


the vnconnynge e vntznowen by his pꝛechynge / he vyly⸗ 
ted the ſycke c healed them of theyꝛ dileales/he fedde the 
hungry / and coforted the loꝛy/neuertheleſſe other tymeg 
he lette the couerfacpon of all woꝛldiy men e of his diſci⸗ 
ples c went in to delerte vpon the hylles / contynued all 
nyght in pꝛayers alone / as the golpell ſayth. Cherfore 
this medled lyke ſhewed our loꝛd in hymſelfe to enlample 
ok all other men that haue taken p charge of this medled 
lyke / that they ſholde one tyme gyue them to belynes of 
Worldly thynges at reaſonable nede / c to the werkes of 
actyfe lyte in pꝛotyte of theyꝛ euen chꝛyſten / whiche they 
haue cure c charge of/ an other tyme gyue them to de⸗ 
uocyon to contemplacyon in prayers ⁊ meditacyons. 
How holy bylſhops bled medled lyfe. Ca. v. 
© His lyfe ledde holy byfhops / whiche had cure of 
. 3 mennes foules c myniſtracion of tepozatl goodes 
toꝛ thele holy men lefte not vtterly p mynyſtracyon & the 
lokynge e the diſpendynge of woꝛldly goodes / and gaue 
them hoolly to cõtemplacyon as moche grace of content= 
placpon as they had / but they lefte full ofte theyz owne 
reſt in cõtemplacion whan they had well leuer haue ben 
ſtyll / foʒ loue of theyꝛ eueu chꝛiſten / x entermeted them w 
wWoꝛldly belynes in helpyng of theyꝛ lubiccteg /d lothly ỹ 
Was charite / for wyſely c dyſcretly they departed theyꝛ 
lyuyng in two. One tyme they fulfplied p lower party of 
chaͤrite by werkes of actyfe lyke / loꝛ they were boũde ther 
to by takynge of thep2 pꝛelacye. And another tyme they 
tultylled the hygher partye of charite in contemplacyon 
or god tof gooſtly thynges by prayers c medytacvons / 
and ſo they had charite to god and to theyꝛ euen chꝛiſten / 
bothe in affeccyon of loule within / ¢ allo in ſhewynge of 
bodyly dedes without. Other men that Were onely con⸗ 
templatyke / and were free fro all cures and 9 ep 
c · iiij. 


had full chatite to god and to thep2 eu en chꝛyſten / but it 
was onely in alteccyon of thep2 ſoule / ¢ not in outwarde 
ſhewyng / and in happe fo moche it was the moze full in⸗ 
warde / that they myght not / ne it neded not / ne it fell not 
for them to ſhewe it outwarde. But thefe men p were in 
pꝛelacy other alfo that were holy tẽpoꝛall men had full 
charite in aſfeccyon within ⁊ allo in werkynge / that is 
pꝛoperly this medled lyfe / bothe of actyfe eof contempla 

tyle lyke / and lothly for ſuche a man that is in ſpirytuall 
loueraynte as prelates and curates ben / o in tempozall 
ſoueraynte / as woꝛldly logdes mayſters are / I holde 
this medled lyfe belt æ mooſt behouelp to them / as longe 
as they are bounden therto. But to other that are free c 
not bounden to tempozall mynyſtracyon / ne to ſpirituall 
IJ hope that lyfe contéplatpfe alonecyt they myght come 
therto ſothlaſtly) were belt / mooſt l[pedekul / mooſt mede⸗ 
full / mooſt fayze/æ mooſt woꝛzthy to them to ble t holde / 
and not to leue it wylfully fo2 ony outwarde werkyng of 
actyke lyke / but yk it were in great nede at great releuyng 
and cõfoꝛtynge ok other men / eyther ol theyꝛ bodyes oz of 

theyꝛ ſoules/⁊ than yk nede altze it at p prayer ¢ inſtaũce 
of other / 02 elſe at p byddyng of his ſouerayne / J hope it 
be good to ſhewe it to them in outwarde werkes ok actyke 
lyfe fora tyme / ⁊ in helpynge of theyz euen chꝛyſten. 

¶ What lyfe mooſt accoꝛded to hym that this 
Was wzyten to. Ca. vj. 

BE this that J haue ſayd a partye mayſt thou vn⸗ 
derſtande whiche is one t whiche is an other / — 
Whiche accoꝛdeth mooſt to thy ſtate of lyuynge / & ſothly 
as me thynketh this medled lyfe accoꝛdeth mooſt to the / 
ſythen our loꝛde hath oꝛdeyned ¢ let the in p ſtate of loue⸗ 
rapnte of other men / as moche as it is / x lent the haboũ⸗ 
daunce ot woꝛldly goodes foꝛ to rule ⁊ ſuſtayne ſpecially 
all theſe that are vnder thygouernaunce e thy loꝛdſhyp / 


àkter thy myght e connyng / allo therwith thou haſt re 
cepued grace ot mercy of our loꝛde for to knowe ch pfelfe. 
and gooſtip delyꝛe x ſauour ok his loue / J hope that this 
lypke that is medled is beſt / ⁊ accoꝛdeth mooſt to the / and 
that f02 to departe Wylely thy lyuynge. Foꝛ wyte well 
pk thou leue nedefull belynes of actyfe lyte / ⁊ be recheles 
c take no kepe ol thy woꝛldly goodes how they are (pen: 
ded t kepte / ne makeſt no foꝛce ot thy lubiectes tof thyne 
euen chꝛyſten / bycaule of defpre and wyll that thou haſt 
onely to gyue the to gooſtly occupacyon / wenynge that 
thou art by that exculed. pf ÿ do ſo / thou doeſt not Wyle⸗ 
ly. Foz what are all thy werkes woꝛth / whether they 
be bodyly oz gooſtly / but pf they be done ryghtfullp and 
reaſonably to the woꝛſhyp of god / after his byddynge / 
lothly ryght nought. Than yk thou leue that thõge that 
thou art bounde to by the waye of charite ok ryght x reas 
ſon / and wylt entyerly gyue the to another thynge wyl⸗ 
kully as it were to a moze pleaſaũce of god / whiche thou 
art not fully bounde to / thou doeſt no Woꝛſhyp dilcretly 
to hym / thou art beſy to woꝛſhyp his heed and his face / 
and to araye it fayꝛe c curyouſly / but thou leueſt his bo⸗ 
dy with the fete ragged r rent / and takeſt no kepe therok 

and there thou woꝛſhyppeſt hym not / foz it is a vylany 


and no woꝛzſhyp a man to be curpoully araped vpon his 


heed with perles x pꝛecvous ſtones /r al his body naked 
c bare as it were a begger.Nyght fo gooſtly/it is no Woꝛ 
{hyp to god to crowne his heed / and leue his body bare. 
Thou ſhalt vnderſtande p our loꝛde Jelu Chꝛyſt as man 
is heedok his gooſtly body / that is holy chirche / the mem 


hxzes ok his body are all chꝛyſten men / ſome are armes / 


ſomeare 2 feet /d fonte are other mẽbꝛes after londꝛy wer⸗ 
Fbuynges ÿᷣ they ble in theyꝛ lyuynge. Thau yk ß be bely w 
all thy myght to araye his heed / that is / for to woꝛſhyp 
Hymlelke by mynde ok his paſſpon c ok his other wertzes 


in his manhode by deuocyon & meditacyon of hym / x foꝛ⸗ 
geteſt his feet / that are thy childꝛen / thy leruauntes / thy 
tenaũtes tall thyne euen chziſten / e letteſt them ſpyll fo2 
defaute of kepyuge / vnarayed / vnkepte / & not tended to 
as they ought to ve/thou pleaſeſt hym not / thou doeſt no 
Woꝛſhyp to hym / thou makeſt the to kyſſe his mouth by 
deuocyon t gooſtly pꝛayer / but thou tredeſt vpon his feet 
c detouleſt them / in as moche as thou wylte not tende to 
them foz neclygence of thy lelfe / the whiche ÿ halt taken 
cure ot. Thus thynketh me / neuertheles pf thou thynke 
that this is not forhe-fo2 it were a fayze office to wozʒſhip 
the heed of hym / as loz to be all daye occupyed in medita⸗ 
cyon of the manhode / than to go lower to other werkes d 
make clene his keet / as fo2 to be belp bothe in woꝛde d in 
dede about p helpe of thyne euenchꝛyſten / thynke not lo / 
for ſothly he wyl moze thanke the loꝛ p meke walſhynge 
of his feet whan they are ryght loule c ſtynken vpon the 
than foz all pᷣ precpous payntynge c arayenge that thou 
canſt make aboute his heed by mynde of his manhode / 
foz it is fapze pnough / and nedeth not to be moche arayed 
of the / but his feet c his other mẽbꝛes that are ſomtyme 
vll arayed / had nede to be holpen byß/namely lythen P 
art boũde therto / E therfoꝛe wyll he con the moze thanke 
vr thou wylte mekely e tenderly lobe to them / loꝛ p moze 
lower leruyce that p doeſt to thy loꝛde for the loue of hym 
oꝛ toony of his membꝛes whan nede x ryght alteth it vw 
à glad ¢ meke herte / the moze pleaſeſt ᷣ hym/thynkynge 
that it were ynough to the foz to be at vᷣ leeſt degre cat ß 
loweſt ſtate / ſythen it is his wyll p it be fo / foz it ſemeth 
lythen he bath put v in that tate loꝛ to trauaple c ſerue 
other men / that it is wel done thou ſholdeſt fulfpll it al 
ter thy myght. This enlample J faye to the not foꝛ thou 
doeſt not thus as I laye / for J hope that 5ᷣ dock thus € 
better / but J wolde that P ſholdeſt do thus gladiy/e not 


thynke bothe fo2 to leue lomtyme gooſtly occupacion aud 
entermete the with Worldly belynes in wyſe kepynge s 
ſpendynge of thy woꝛldly goodes in well rulynge ot thy 
ſeruauntes and of thy tenaũtes / in other good werkes 
werkyng to all thyne euen chꝛiſten after thy myght / but 
that p ſholdeſt do bothe werkes in dyuers tymes / with 
as good a wyll that one as p other pip myghteſt. As pip 
haddeſt prayed ⁊ ben occupyed gooſtly 5ᷣ ſhalte after re⸗ 
teyn tyme / bꝛeke ol that than ſhalt thou beſtly c gladly 
occupy the in ſome bodply occupacion to thyne euen chꝛi⸗ 
ſten. And alſo whanÿ haſt ben beſy outward a whyle w 
thy ſeruaũtes /oꝛ other men ꝓkytably/ß ſhaltebꝛeke of 
⁊ turne agapne to thy prayers ⁊thy deuocions after god 
gyueth the grace / fo ſhalte thou put awaye by grace ot 
our loꝛde ſlouth / ydelnes vayne reſt that cometh of thy 
fleſſhe vnder colour of cõtemplacion & letteth p ſomtyme 
fro medefull à ſpedefull occupacyon in outward beſynes 
and thou ſhalte be aye well occupyed bodyly oꝛ gooſtly /e 
therfore yk ÿ wylte do well / p ſhalte do gooſtiy as Jacob 
dyd bodyly. Holy wꝛyte layth p Jacob Whan he began to 
lerue his mayſter Laban/hecoueyted Bachell his map⸗ 
{ters doughter to his wyfe for her kayꝛnes / A for her he 
ferucd. vij.yere / but whan he wende foꝛ to haue had her 
to his wyke / he had firſt Lya ÿ other doughter in ſtede of 
Rachell / x afterwarde he toke Kachell / & lo he had bothe 
at d laſt. By Jacob in holy wꝛyte is vnderſtãde an ouer⸗ 
comer of ſynnes bp theſe two wyues are vnderſtãdecas 
ſaynt Gregory ſapth) two lyues in holy chyꝛche / actyfe 
ipfe c cõtemplatyfe lyte. ya is as moche to ſape as tra⸗ 
uaplous/and betokeneth actyfe lyfe. Kachel is as moche 
to ſay as ſyght of begynnynge / that is god /⁊ betokeneth 
lyfe contemplatyfe. L ya bare chyldꝛen / but (he was fore 
eyed. Bachell was fayre ct louely / but (He was barayne. 
Than ryght as Jacob coueyted Machel fo her kaznes / x 


yet had her not whan he wolde / but kyzſt he toke A pave 
afterwarde Kachel. Byght fo eche man trauaylyng loth⸗ 
kaſtly in compticcpon by grace fo2 lynnes of p woꝛlde cot 
the flelſhe to lerue god in clennes of good lyuynge / hath 
great deſyze to haue Rachel / that is to haue reſt in gooſt⸗ 
ly ſwetnes in deuocion c cõtemplacion / foz it is ſo fayʒe c 
lo louely / tin hope to haue ÿᷣ lyfe onely he dilpoleth hym 

to lerue our loꝛdi With all his myght / but often whan he 
wende to haue had Bachel /p is reſt in deuocyõ / our loꝛde 
fulfred hy to be allaped well in trauaple with Lpa/that 

is eyther temptacions of p woꝛlde / oz elle of d deuyl/ oz o 
his flelſhe / oꝛ elle with other woꝛldly belynes / bodyly oꝛ 
gooſtlp /in helpyng of his euen chꝛiſten / x wha he is Well 
trauapled W L ya c nerchande ouercõme / than our loꝛde 

gyueth hym Kachel / that is grace a deuocyon & reſt in cõ 

ſcyence / than hath he bothe Bachel tL pa, So ſhalte p 

do after enſample ot Jacob/take theſe two lyues actyfe c 
cõtemplatyfe/ſythen god hath Cent p bothe / e vleỹ one w 
that other. By that one lpfe p halt bꝛynge forth fruyte of 
many good dedes in helpe okthyne euen chꝛyſtẽ / x p is by 
attyfe / by p other p chalte be made fayꝛe / bꝛyght a clene 
in p louerapne bꝛyghtnes / that is god / begynner ender 
of al p is made / than halt 5 be ſothfaſtiy Jacob & ouer⸗ 
goer ⁊ ouercõmer of al ſynnes / and after this by grace of 
god thy name ſhall be chaũged as Jacobs name was /e 
turned in to Ilrael. Ilrael is as moche to ſaxe as à man 
fepnge god / than pf ÿ be kyꝛſt Jacob c difcretly wylte vle 
thele two lyues in tyme ÿ {halt after be Ilrael /p is very 
cõtemplatpfe / eyther in this lyfe yl he Wyll delyuer the c 
make p free fro charges ¢ belyneſſes the which thou art 

bounde to /oz elſe after this lyfe full in the blyſſe ot heuen 

whan thou cõmeſt thyder. A man ſhall deſyꝛe cõtempla⸗ 

tyke lyke / loz it is fayze and medekull / therkoze thou ſhalte 

aye haue it in thy mynde a in thy delyꝛe / but thou ſhalte 


haue in blynge actyke lyfe / for it is fo nedekull & fo ſpede⸗ 
full / therfore pf ÿ be put fro reſt in deuocyon whan thou 
haddeſt leuer be ſtyll therat / eyther by thy chyldꝛen oz by 
thy leruaũtes / o2 by ony of thyne euen chꝛyſten for theyꝛ 
profpte oz eaſe ot theyꝛ hertes ſkylfully alked / be not an 
gry with them ne heuy ne dꝛedefull / as though god wol 
de be wꝛoth with the that thou leueſt hym koꝛ ony other 
thynge / lo it is not ſo/leue of loghtly thy deuocion / whe 
ther it be in prayer oꝛ meditacyon / c go do thy Dede ⁊ thy 
lerupce to thyne euenchꝛiſten as lyghtly as our loꝛd hym 
felfe bade the / do lo e luſtre mekely foꝛ his loue / without 
grutchynge cyk thou mayſt) oꝛ dileaſe o2 troublynge ok 
thyne herte / bycaule ol medlynge ok ſuche belynes. 
¶ That a man hall ſomtyme haue the moze deuocvon 
Whan he hath ben letted by outwarde werkes. Ca. vij. 
Oꝛ it may fall ſomtyme that the moꝛe troublynge 
that thou batt outwarde with actyfe werkes / the 
More bꝛennynge deſyꝛe thou ſhalte haue to god / and the 
moꝛe clere ſyght of gooſtly thynges by grace ok our loꝛde 
in deuocyon whan thou cõmeſt therto / koꝛ it fareth ther 
by as pf thou haddeſt a lytel cole and thou woldeſt make 
a kyꝛetherwith and make it to bꝛenne / thou woldeſt fyꝛſt 
lape to ſtyckes and ouercouer the cole with the ſtyckes⸗ / 
neuertheleſſe whan thou hat abydden a whyle / and afß⸗ 
ter warde bloweſt a lytell / anone ſhall lpꝛynge out a great 
flambe of kyꝛe fo: the ſtyckes are all turned to fyꝛe. Nyght 
lo is gooſtly thy wyll e thy delyze that thou halt to god/ 
it is as it were a lytell cole ot fpre in thy ſoule / foꝛ it gy⸗ 


ueth to the ſom what ol lyght cok gooſtly heate / but it is 


full lytell for often it waxeth colde / ⁊ turneth to flelſhely 
reſt / x ſomtyme in to pdelnes / therfoze it is good p thou 
put to ſtyckes p are good werkes of actyfelyke / æthougg 
it be ſo p thele werkes as it lemeth foꝛ a tyme let thy de⸗ 
ſyꝛe / that it may not be lo clene ne fo feruent as 5 woldeſt 


be not to Dyedefulltherfore/but abyde e luſtre a whple / 
lo blowe at p fyꝛe / that is /fyʒſt go do thy werkes / at⸗ 
ter go than alone to thy prayers meditacpons / and lyft 
vp thy herte to god/q pꝛaye hym ot his goodnes that he 
Wyll accepte thy Werkes that p doeſt to his pleaſaunce/ 
holde them as nought in thyne owne lyght / but onely at 
his mercy bea knowen mekely thy wꝛetchednes e thy 
traylte / arrecte ſothtfaſtly thy good dedes to hym / in as 
moche as they are good / c in as moche as they are bad c 
not done dilcretly With all circũſtaunces p are nedekul to 
à good Dede for defaute of dilcrecion /put them to thylelt / 
and than foꝛ this metzenes (hall all thy good dedes turne 
in to a flambe of fyze/as ſtyckes is layde vpon a cole / ſo 
hall thy good dedes outwarde not hyndze thy deuocyon 
but rather make it moze. And moze ouer our loꝛde ſayth 
in holy wꝛyte thus (Ignis in altari meo ſemꝑ ardebit et 
facerdos ſurgens mane ſubijciet ligna vt ignis no extin⸗ 
guatur) Fyre (hail euer bꝛenne in myne awter/ d pꝛeeſt 
rylyuge at moꝛowe (hall put vnder ſtyckes that it be not 
quenched. This fyze is loue and delyꝛe to god in a ſoule / 
whiche loueth to be nouryſſhed and kepte by layenge to 

ſtyckes that it go not out / chele ſtyckes are ol dyuerle ma 

ters / ſome are ot one tree ⁊ ſome of another. A man that 
is lettred e hath vnderſtãdyng of holy wꝛyte / yt he haue 

this fyze ot deuocion in his hert / it is good to hym to gete 
hym ſtyckes of holy enſamples t deuout prayers nou⸗ 

ryſſhe ỹ kyꝛe vb them. Another man vnlettred may not ſo 

redyly haue at his hãde holy wꝛyte ne doctours ſayenge 
and therfoꝛe it nedeth to hym koꝛ to do many good dedes 

out warde to his euen chꝛyſten / e kyndell p kyꝛe ol loue w 

them. And ſo it is good that eche man in his degre / after 

that heis difpofen that he gete h ſtyckes of one thynge 
orof other / eyther prayers oꝛ meditacyons /oꝛ redyng in 
holy wꝛyte /oꝛ good bodyly werkes to nouryſche the kyꝛe 


of loue in his foule-thatit be not quenched/ foꝛ the aftec- 
cyon of loue is tendꝛe ⁊ lyghtly wyll vanyſſhe away but 
pk it be Well kepte / x by good dedes bodyly & gooſtly cõty 
nually nouryſſhed. Mow than lythen our loꝛde hath ſent 
in to thy herte a lytell cfparke of this bleſſed fyze / that is 
hymlelfe / as holy wꝛyte layth (Ds noſter ignis confuz 


mens eft) Our loꝛde god is fyꝛe waſtynge. Foꝛ a bodylyr 


2 


kyꝛe waſteth all bodyly thỹges p may be waſted. Ryght 
{o gooſtly fyʒe (that is god) waſteth al maner of lynne / 
therkoꝛe our loꝛde is lykened to fyꝛe waſtynge. I praye p 
nouryſſhe this kyze / this fyze is not elle but loue e charts 
te, this hath he ſent into ỹ erth / as he layth in p golpell. 
(Ignẽ bent mittere ĩ terrã:et ad iͥd nili vt ardeat) Jam 
cõmen to lende fyꝛe in to the erth/ wherto but 5 it holm 
bꝛenne / that is / god hath ſent fyꝛe ol loue ⁊ a good delyze 
and a great wyll foꝛ to pleale hym in to mãnes loule/c to 
this ende that a man ſhall knowe it / kepe it / nouryſſhe it 
and ſtrength it / ætherby be ſaued / the moze delyze ß thou 
haſt to hym t foꝛ hym/the moꝛe is the fyꝛe otloue in the. 
And the leſſe that this delyꝛe is in the / the leſle is p kyꝛe / 
the mealureokthis delyꝛe how moche it is eyther in thy 
Celfe oꝛ in ony other knoweſt thou not / neno manol hym 
lelfe but god onely that gyueth it / & therfore diſpute not 
with thylelt as though thou woldeſt knowe how moche 
thy delyꝛe is / be bely to delyze as moche as thou mayſt / 
but not for to wyte the mealure of deſpꝛe. f | 
¶ what is defpre to god foꝛ hymleilfe / ẽ how in clennes 
of conlcyence is very cõ foꝛte and ſwetnes. Ca. bitj. 
f Aynt Auſtyn layth that p lyle ot euery good chꝛy⸗ 
8 ſten man is a cõtynuall deſyꝛe to god / and that is 
ol greate vertue / loꝛ it is a greate cryenge in the eares of 
god / the feruentlyer thou delyzeſt / che higher thou cryeſt 
the better thou prapelt / the wyſelyer thou thynkeſt. And 
what is this deſyꝛe / ſothly nothynge but lothynge of all 


this wozldes blylle /o all flelſhly yb ynge in thyne herte 
à Wonderful louynge with a reſttull vernynge ok endles 
blyſſe ct heuenly ioye / this thynge map be called a delpre 
to god foz hymlelfe / yl thou haue this delyꝛe / as J hope 
lykerly that thou haſt / I pꝛape the kepe it well / aud nou 
rylſhe it Wylely. And whan thou ſhalte pꝛaye oz thynke 
make this delyze begynn nge & endyng of all thy Werke 
foꝛ to encrealſe it / loke after none other telynge in thy bo⸗ 
dyly wyttes / ne leke after none other bodyly lwetnes / 
neyther lownynge ne ſauourynge / ne wonderkull lyght / 
ne aui. gels ſyght / ne though our lozde hymſelfecas vnto 
thy ſyght) wolde appere top bodyly/charge it but a lytel 
but that all thy belynes be that thou myghteſt fele ſoth⸗ 
faſtly in thy thought a lothynge c a full foꝛſakynge of all 
mauer of lynne cot al maner ot vnclennes / with a gooſt⸗ 
ly ſyght ol it / how foule / how vgly / and how paynkull it 
is / and that thou myghteſt haue a myghty delyꝛynge to 
vertues and to mekeues / and to charite / and to the biyſſe 
ok heuen. This thynketh me were gooſtiy conkoꝛte and 
gooſtly (wetnes in a mãnes foule as fo to haue clennes 
in conſcyence fro wyckednes of all woꝛldly vanite / with 
ſtable trouth / meke hope / and full deſyꝛe to god / how fo 
euer that it be ot other confoztes ⁊ ſwetneſſes / me thyn⸗ 
keth that ſwetnes ſpker and ſothfaſt that is kelte in clen⸗ 
nes of conſcyence / by myghty fozſakyng and lothynge ok 
all {pane / and with in warde ſyght and feruent delyꝛe of 
gooſtly thynges. all other conkoztes c ſwetneſſes ol onp 
maner of felynges (but yt they helpe elede to this ende ⸗ 
that is to clennes of conſcience and gooſtly deſyꝛe of god) 
are not ſyker to reſt on. But now alkeſt thou whether 
this delyꝛe be loue to god. As vnto this I laye /that this 
delpꝛe is not properly loue / but it is a btgynnynge and a 
taſtynge of loue / foz loue property is a full cowplynge dt 
the louer ⁊ they loued togyder / as god e a ſoule in to one 


this couplynge may not de fully had inthis lpfe butions 
win delpze clongynge therto/ as bythis eufample. pf a 
man loue an other man p is ablent / he delpzeth greatiy 
His pꝛeſence.yght fo gooltip/as long as We are in this 
lte our loꝛde is àbſent tro bsp we may neyther le hym 
ne heare hym / ne fele he as he is / ether toe we may not 
haue the vſeofthis full loue here in full lykynge / but we 
may haue a deſpꝛe c a great pernynge foꝛ to be prefent to 
hym loꝛ to ſe hym in his blyſſe / efullp to be oned to hym 
in loue / this delpꝛe may we haue of his gyfte in this lyfe 
by the whiche we ſhall be lale / foz it is loue vnto hym as 
it may be had here / thus ſaynt Poule ſayth (Scientes 
am̃ dum ſumꝰ in hoc coʒpoꝛe peregrinamur a dño /p fidẽ 
enim ambulamus et nõ ꝑ ſpeciẽ:audemus et bond volũ⸗ 
tate habemus magis peregrinari a coꝛpoʒe et pꝛeſentes 
‘elle ad deũ: et ideo contẽdimus ſiue ablentes fue pꝛełen⸗ 
tes placere illi) Saynt Noule ſayth that as longe as we 
ate in this body / we are pylgrymes fro our loꝛde / that is 
We are ablent tro heuen in this lyke / We go by trouth / c 
not by ſyght / that is / we lyue in trouth / x not ĩ bodyly fe⸗ 
lyng / we dare € we haue a good wyll to be abſent fro the 
vodp / aud be pꝛelent to god / that is / we for clennes in con 
ſciente a ſyker truſt of laluacyon dare delyie partyng fro 
our body by bodyly deth /e be prelent to our loꝛde/ntuer⸗ 
theleſſe foꝛ we map not pet / thertoze we ſtryue whether 
we be ablent oꝛ pꝛelſent foꝛ to pleaſe hym/ð is / we ſtryue 
agapnſt ſynnes ok the woꝛlde clykynges of the flelſhe by 
delyꝛe to hym / foꝛ to bzenne in ß kyze of delyꝛe all thynge 
that letteth vs kro hym. But pet alkeſt P me / may a man 
hauethis delpre in his herte contynually / the thynketh 
nap. As vnto this I may fapeas methynketh / that this 
delpꝛe may behad as for vertue ggg ok te in hert eon 
tynuaup / but not in Werk pgs ne vlynge / es by this en⸗ 
ſampie / pt y were locke y hodelt hauen g erhe man hath 

Sca. ꝑfec. . 


akpndly deſyꝛe of bodyly heale cãtynually in thyne herte 
what that thou dydeſt / whether thou ſlepeoꝛ wake / but 
not aye Jlyke / koꝛ yl thou ſlepe o2 wake thynke on fome 
Woꝛldly thynges / than thou haſt thy delyze in hert onely 
and not in werkynge / but whan thou thynkeſt on thy bo 
dyly lyeknes ton thy heale / than thou haſt it in vlynge. 
Rypght lo it is gooſtly of deſyze to god / hep hath this de⸗ 
{pre of p gpfteof god / pf he llepeoꝛ elſe thynke not on god 
but on Woꝛldly thynges / pet he hath this delyꝛe in herte 
in his foule tyll p he lynne deedly / but anone as he thyn⸗ 
keth on god oz on clennes of lyuyng/oꝛ ol the topes of be: 
uen / thã werketh his delyꝛe to god / as logeas he kepeth 
his thought this entent to pleaſe god / eyther in pꝛapers 
02 in meditacyons / oꝛ in ony other good dede/that all his 
belynes be foꝛ to ſtere his deſpze and vle it by diſcrecyon / 
now in one dede / now in another / after he is diſpoſed and 
Hath grace therto/ this deſyze is rote ot all thy werkyng 
pk it be medefull oz wyte ß well what good dede that HP 
doeſt foꝛ god/bodyly o2 gooſtly itis an vlynge of this de⸗ 
lyꝛe whan ÿ pꝛapeſt or thynkeſt / doubte not than pf thou 
Delpre god/ e therfore whan ỹ doeſt a good dede / oz thyn⸗ 
Belt on god / doubte not thynkyng in thyne bert whether 
P delpꝛeſt oꝛ not / foꝛ thy dede ſgeweth thy deſyꝛe. Some 
are vnconnynge e weneß they delyze not god but yr they 
be euer cryenge on god w woꝛdes of theyꝛ mouth / oz elſe 
in theyꝛ herte / as yl they ſayd thus. Loꝛde make me fate 
oz ſuche other. Theſe woꝛdes are good / whether they be 
ſayd with the mouth oꝛ formed in p herte / foꝛ they ſterea 
mannes herte to deſyꝛyng of god / but neuertheles with⸗ 
outen onp ſuche woꝛdes a clene thought of god /oꝛ ol ony 
gooſtly thynge / oꝛ of vertues /oꝛolf p manhode of Chꝛyſt⸗ 
o2 ofp iopes of heuen / oꝛ of vnderſtandyng ol holy wꝛyte 
With loue / map be better than luche Modes / foʒ a clens 
thought ok god / with (oth tad deſeꝛe to bpm fo; hem and 


the moze goollly that thy thought is / the moze is thy de⸗ 
ꝛe / ther toze bethou not in doubte whan thou pꝛayeſt oz 
thvnkeſt on god / oz elſe whan thou dock other outwarde 
od dedes to thyne euen chziſten / whether thou deſyꝛeſt 
ꝓmoz not /foꝛ thy dedes ſhewen it/neuertheleſſe though 
it be fo that all thy good dedeg bodyly and gooſtiy are a 
ſhewynge of thy delpze to god / vet is there dyuerſite by⸗ 
tene gooſtiy dedes and bodyly fo; dedes of contempla⸗ 
tyte iyte are not fo outwarde / and therkoꝛe hau thou 
pꝛapeſt oz thynkeſt on god / thy delyꝛe to godis moze holes 
moꝛe feruent / moꝛe gooſtiy / than whan thou doeſt other 
dedes to thyne euen chꝛyſtẽ : Mow yt thou athe how thou 
faite kepe this delpꝛe c nouryſche it / a lytell Hail J teil 
the / not that thou ſhalt ble the ſame foꝛme as A ſaxe / but 
that p ſholdeſt haue therby (yt nede be) ſome warnynge 
and techynge foꝛ to rule the in the occupacion / foꝛ may 
not / ne I can not tell p fully what is belt to the toʒ to bſe/ 
but I hall ſape the ſomwhat as me chynketh. c 
how thou ſhalte diſpoſe the to deuocyon. Ca. ix. 
Nu uyghtes after thy ſlepe/yt thou wylt ryſe foz to 
pꝛape and ſerue thy lozde/ÿ ſhalte fele thylelte fyꝛſt 
Hlelthelp heuy / ſomtyme luſty/than ſhalte P difpote the 
to pꝛape oꝛ to thynke ſome good thought foz to quyckers 
thy herte to god / ſet all thy belynes foꝛ to dzawe vp thy 
thought fro wozidly banyteeg / fro vayne pmaginacion 
that talleth in to thy mynde / that p mayſt tele ſoime deuo 
tyon in thy ſayenge / oz elſe pf ÿ Wylte thynke on gooſtly 
thoges that p be not letted with ſuche vayne thoughtes 
ofthe woꝛlde / oz of thy flelſhe. In thynkynge there are 
many maner of meditacvons / whiche are belt to the can 
Inot ſape/but J hope that that thought bythe whiche 
chou feleſt mooſt fauour mooſt reſt foꝛ p tyme /is beſt to 
che / thou mayſt crf thou wylte) ſomtyme thynke on thy 
kenne aloꝛe done / cot thy rapitees that p lalleſt in eche 
21. 


dape / athe mercy ¢forgpuenes foꝛ them. Allo after this 
thou mapſt thynte on ß krapitees / the ſynnes v the wꝛet⸗ 
chednes ok thyne euen chꝛyſten bodply & gooſtip/ w pite d 
tompallpon of them / x acke mercp foꝛgyuenes of them 
as tenderly as foꝛ thy leite / z as 5 haddelt done them / 
is a good thought for I tell the forlorhe p mayſt make ol 
other niennes lynnes à pꝛecpous opntmet to heale thpue 
dwne loule / whan Phat mynde on them w compaſlion a 
ſozowe for them / this oyntment is pꝛecyous though the 
Eppceryp of it be not clene “for it is triacle made of venym 
for to deſtroye benym / that is to laye / thyne owne lynnes 
aud other mennes ſpnnes / yk thou beate them Well Witt 
ſoꝛowe ok hert / pite c compaſlpon / they turne in to triacle 
Whiche mabeth thy loule hole fro pꝛyde e enuye / x bꝛyn⸗ 
geth in loue c charite to thyne euen chꝛyſtẽ / this thought 
is good ſomtyme foꝛ to haue. a 
man (hall haue mynde on Chꝛyſtes manhode. Ca. x. 
Llo thou mayſt haue mynde on the manhode of 
our loꝛd: in his byꝛth e in his paſſyon / oꝛ in ony of 
his werkes /c fede thy thought with gooſtly pmagyna⸗ 
cyons of it for to ſtere thyne affeccyon moꝛe on the loue ol 
hym. This thought is good ſpedefull namely whan it 
cõmeth frely of goddes gykte w deuocion feruourokthe 
ſpiryte / elſe a man may not lyghtly haue ſauour ne deuo 
cyon in it / I holde it not ſpedefull to a man to pꝛete than 
to moche thervpon / as yk he wolde gete it by mayſtry⸗ 
fo: he may bꝛebe his heed ¢ his body to / e he ſhall neuer 
be the nere / cherfoze me thynketh to the it is good forte 
haue in mynde his manhode ſomtyme / and yk deuocvon 
come withall æ ſauour/kepe it c folowe it foꝛ a tyme/but 
leue ot loone /⁊ hage not long ther vpon. Allo yr deuocyon 
cõme not with myndeok the paſſyon / ſtryue not ne proce 
not to moche theratter / take eaſely what wyn cõme ego 
forth to ſome other thyngde. (CThowa man 


ſhall thynke on vertues and on layntes. Ca. xj. 
A Lio other thoughtes there are p be more gooſtly 
as to thynke on bertues/é to fe by lyght ot vnder 
ſtandyng v vertue of mekenes / what it is / e how a man 
ſholde be meke / alſo what is pacyeuce / clennes/ryght⸗ 
wylnes / charite / chaſtite & ſoberte / luche other / e how 
à man ſhold gete all theſe bertues/ by ſuche thoughtes 
foʒ to haue great deſyꝛe ⁊ longyng to thele vertues foꝛ to 
haue them / æ alſo for to haue a gooſtly lyght of p pꝛincp⸗ 
pal vertues/as of trouth / hope charite. By the ſyght & 
delpreof thele vertues a ſoule ſholde le c fele moche gra⸗ 
ce of our loꝛde / without whiche grace a mannes ſoule is 
halfe blynde ¢ without fauoure o2 gooftly wetnes. Alſo 
loʒ to thynke on ſayntes / as 5 apoſtles/martyꝛs/confel⸗ 
ſours & holy virgyns / beholde inwardly the holy lyuyng 
the grace æthe vertues that our loʒꝛd gaue them in thepz 
lyuynge / & byß mynde ok this ſtere thyne owne herte foz 
to take enſample of them vnto better lyuynge. | 
¶ Ot our lady and of our loꝛde Fel how aman 
{hall beholde theyꝛ hoipneffe. Ca.rij. 
7 Llo the mynde ol our lady fapnt Mary aboue all 
a other ſayntes / fo to fe with thy gooſtly eye the 
haboundaunce of grace in her holy ſoule Whan fhe was 
here lyuynge / that our lozde gaue her alone paſſynge all 
other ſayntes / foꝛ the was fulfplicd with all vertues w⸗ 
olit wemmeok ſynne / ſhewynge full mekenes ⁊ perkyte 
charite / c fully with thele p fayznes ol all other vertues 
lo holp / that there myght no ſterynge ol pꝛyde ne enuye / 
ne wꝛath / ne flelſhly lykynge / ne no maner ol (pune entre 
in to her herte/ne defoule the ſoule in ony party of it. By 
the beholdyng of the fayꝛnes of this blelſſed ſoule a man⸗ 
nes herte myght be ſtered in to gooſtly confoꝛte greatly. 
And moche more than aboue this is the beholdynge of 
the ſoule of our loꝛde Jeſu / whiche was fully oned vnto 
Dra. ꝑtec. 2⁊· ij. 


the godhede / paſſynge withouten comparypfon our lady 
and all other creatures. Foz in the pſone ot Jelu are two 
kyndes / that is god and man fully oned togyder. Bythe 
vertue of this blyffull on ynge whiche may not be tolde 
ne cõceyued by mannes Wytte how p foule of Jeſu hath 
receyued the kulhedeol wyldome and all goodnes as the 
apoſtle ſayth ( Plenitudo diuinitatis inhabitat in chꝛiſto 
coꝛpoꝛaliter) That is /the godhede was oned fully tothe 
manhede in the ſoule of Jelu / and ſo by the ſoule dwelled 
in the body / the mynde of the manhede of our loꝛde vpon 
this wyſe / that ts for to beholde the vertues and the ouer 
pallynge grace of the foule of Jelu / Molde be ryght con⸗ 
foꝛtable to a mannes foule. 11 
¶ Ot beholdynge of the myght / the wyldome / the good⸗ 
nes / and the mercy ok god in his creatures. Ca. xiij. 
A Lſo the mynde of the myght / the wyldome the 
e goodnes of our loꝛde in all his creatures. Foz as 
moche as we may not fe god fully in hymlelke here ly⸗ 
uynge / therkoze we ſholde beholde/loue / dꝛede & wonder 
his myght / his wyldome c his goodnes in his werkes & 
in his creatures. Allo foʒ to thynke on the mercy of our 
lozde that he hath ſhewed to me eto the and to all ſynfull 
càytyues that haue ben combꝛed in lynne and ſpꝛedde fo 
longe in the Deuplles perlone / how our lode pacyently 
fuffred vs to lyue in our ſynne / ⁊ toke no vengeaunce on 
vs as he myght haue done ryghtwyſly / and put vs in to 
hell / yk his loue had not letted hym / but fo2 loue he (paz 
red vs / he had pite on vs & lent his grace in to our hertes 
and called vs out of our ſynne. And by his grace hath tur 
ned our wyll entyerly vnto hym. And foꝛ to haue bye 
foz his loue to foꝛſake all maner of lynne. The mynde of 
his mercy and ok his goodnes made with other circum⸗ 
ſtaunces moo than I can oꝛ may reherſe now/bꝛyngeth 
in to a ſoule greate truſte of our lode and full hope ol 


| 
| 


ſaluacyon / and kyndeleth the delyze of loue myghtyly to 
the ioyes of heuen. bit 3s 
| FbHow the mpnde ofthe wꝛetchednes d the peryls of 
this woꝛlde maketh a ſoule to delyꝛe heuen. Ca.xiiij. 
Lo for to theke on the wꝛetchednes / mylcheues 
and perylles bodyly and gooſtly that fall in this 
ipfe/ after foʒ to thynke on v topes of heuen / how moche 
blyſſe there is c ioye/foꝛ there is neyther ſynne ne ſoꝛowe 
ne paſſyon /ne payne / hunger ne thurſte / ſoꝛe ne lycknes / 
doute ne dꝛede / ſhame ne ſhenſhyp / ne defaute of myght / 
ne lackynge of lyght / ne wantyng of loue / but there is ſo⸗ 
uerayne fayꝛnes /lpghtnes / ſtrength/heale / lykynge aye 
laſtyng / wyldome / loue / peace / woꝛſhyp/ſykernes / reſt⸗ 


iope t blyſſe ynough euer wouten ende / the more keruent 


ly ſhalt ÿ delpꝛe the ioye ⁊ the reſt of p bleffed lyfe. Many 
men are couetous of Worldly cattell woʒſhyps & erthly 
rycheſſe / x thynke now dꝛemynge now wakynge / how € 
by what meanes they myght come therto / and therfore 
they foꝛgete the mynde of themlelke / x the paynes of hell 
and p iopes of heuen / lothly they are not wyle / they are 
lyke to chyldꝛen that renne after butterfipes / c for they 
lobe not to thepe fete / they fall lomtyme foone down and 
bꝛeke theyꝛ legges. What is all ß pompe c the woꝛſhyp 


bokthis woꝛlde in ryches 02 in iolite but a butterſlye / loth 


ly nothynge elle / x pet moche leſſe therfore J pꝛaye ß be 
thou couetous of the ioyes of heuen / and thou ſhalt haue 
woꝛſhyp & rycheſſe that euer ſhall laſt. For at p laſt ende 
whan Worldly couetous men bꝛõge no good in theyꝛ han 
des / foꝛ all theyꝛ woꝛſhyps tall they2 rycheſſes are tur⸗ 
ned in to nought fauc ſoꝛowe & payne /than ſhal Worldly 
men that foꝛſake truly all vayne woꝛſhyps ⁊ rychelles of 
this Woꝛlde / oꝛ elfe yf they haue rycheſſe c woꝛſhyp they 
fet nought by them / ne they fet not theyꝛ loue ne lykynge 
in them / but lyue euer in dꝛede / in mekenes and in hope / 


and ſomtyme in loꝛowe and abyde the mercy of god paz 
cyentlp / they ſhall than haue fully ỹ they here coũeyted / 
oz they (hall be crowned as kynges e ſtye vp with our 
lode Jelu in to the blyſle of heuen. And there be many 
other meditacyons mo than I can ſaye whiche that god 
putteth in to a mannes mynde for to ſtere the affeccyon 
and the reaſon of mannes ſoule to lothe vanyrees ok this 
woꝛlde / c fog to delyze the ioyes of heuen. Theſe woꝛdes 
I fave not to the as J had fully ſhewed the the maner of 
meditacpons as they are wꝛought in a mannes ſoule / 
but I touche them to the a lytell that thou myghteſt by 
this haue moze vnderſtandynge. 15 
How a man Mail do whan he feleth no lauour 

ne contoꝛzte in his meditacyons. Ca. xv. 

Euertheles me thynketh it is good to the ỹ whan 

thou dilpoleſt the to thyuke on god as J haue bes: 
fore ſayd / o on otherwyſe / and pauenture thou keleſt no 
ſauour ne deuocyon in thythynkynge / but onely a nab ed 
mynde and a weyke wyll that p woldeſt fayne thynke on 
god / but thou cant not / than J hope it is good to p that 
thou ſtryue not to moche with thy lelfe / loz thou mygh⸗ 
teſt ſo lyghtly fall in to a moze darknes / but yk thou Were 
moze llye in thy werkynge / xtherfoꝛe J holde it moze fps 
ker to the foꝛ to fave thy Pater noſter c thyne Aue. oꝛ elſe 
thy matyns / oz elfe for to rede vpon thy plalter / foʒ that 
is euermoꝛe a ſyker ſtandarde that wyll not fayle / who 
fo may cleue therto /he ſhall not erre / x yl thou mayſt by 
thy prayer gete deuocyon / loke than that this deuocyon 
be onely in affeccpon that is to ſaye / in greate delſyꝛe to 
god With gooſtly delyte / holde forth than thy ſayeng and 
bꝛeke not lyghtly ol / foz often it falleth p pꝛapenge with 
che mouth geteth e kepeth deuocyon / and yl a man ceaſe 
of ſayenge / deuocion vanylſheth awaye. Heuertheles yk 
deuocyon ot᷑ prayers bꝛynge in to thyne herte a deuoute 


thought of the manhode of our loꝛd / oꝛ of ony of the other 
before ſayd / x this thought (hold be letted by thy ſayenge 
than mayſt thou ceaſe ot thy ſayenge / c occupy the with 
meditacpon tyll it paſſe awaye. Cwherot a 
man nedeth to be Ware in meditacyon. C. x bi. 
ö Du of certayne thynges the behoueth to be ware 
D Dinthy meditacpons / ſome ſhall I tell the. One is 
han thou haſt had a gooſtly thought oꝛ yvmagynacpon 
of the manhode of our loꝛd / oꝛ of ſuche bodyly thynges /r 
thy ſoule hath ben cõfoꝛted ¢ fedde ther with / and it pate 
leth awaye by it ſelfe / be not to beſy to holde it ſtyll with 
mayſtry / foꝛ it is than turned to payne and to bytternes. 
And pt it paſſe not awaye / but dwell ſtyll in thy mynde 
withouten ony trauapleokthy ſelfe / x thou for cõtoꝛte of 
it Wylte not leue it / e therloꝛe it bereueth theo thy ſlepe 
in nyghtes / oz elle in dayes fro other good dedes / oz elſe 
for greate feruour ot thy body / thy body o thy heed fal⸗ 
leth in to great feblenes / than ſhalte thou Wylfully bꝛekke 
ot whan tyme cõmeth / ſomtyme whan thou hat mook 
deuocyon and Were lotheſt for to leue it / as whan it pals 
{eth reaſonable tyme / oz elle it turneth to dileale of thyne 
euenehꝛyſten. But yl thou do lo/thou doeſt not well cas 
me thyntzethone wyſely. A wozldly man oz womenthat 
keleth not perauenture deuocyon twyle in a pere / yk he 

kele by the grace ok dur loꝛd Jelu great compunccyon fog 
his (panes /oꝛ elle haue mynde on the paſſyon of our loz- 

de / yk he were put fro his Mepe and his reſt one nyght oz 
two oꝛ thre butyl his heed ake / it is no foꝛce / loz it cometh 
to them but ſeldome / but tothe oꝛ to another man that 
hath that maner of werkyng in cuſtome / as it were eche 
other daye / it is ſpedefull foꝛ to haue dilcrecyon in pour 
werkyng / not fully fall therto foꝛ to folowe it as moche 
as wyll cõme / J hold that it is good to the foz to bie this 
maner in what deuocyon that thou be / that thou hange 


not to longetherbpon/epther to put the fro thy meate / oz 
kro thy llepe in tyme / oz fo2 to dileale ony maner man vn⸗ 
ſckyltully. The wyle man layth thus (Omnia tempus 
habent) All thynges haue a tyme. In other thynge is 
this that the vehoueth to be ware ol / that is / whan thy 
thought bach ben occupyed in pmagmnacton of the man 
hode of our lode / oꝛ in ony ſuche other / and atte this 
thou art bely with all the delyꝛe of thy herte koz to ſeke 
knowynge 02 felpnge moze gooſtly of the godhede / pzece 
not to moche theron / ne luſtre not thy delyꝛe ne thy herte 
to tary to longe therin / as pf thou Were abydynge af: 
ter ſome queynte ſterynge / oꝛ wonderkull felynge other 
than thou bat had beloꝛe tyme / thou ſhalte not do lo /it 
is vnough to the and to me foz to haue a defpre and a lon⸗ 
gvuge to our loꝛde/and yt he Wyll of his grace frely ouer 
this delyꝛe ſende vs of his gooſtly lyght / and open our 


gooſtip eve foꝛ to knowe moꝛc of hym than we haue had 


before by cõmune trauaple /thanke we hym therotk / and 
pf he wyl not koꝛ we are not yet meke ynough / oz elle we 
are not dilpoled by clennes of lyupng in other lydes to te 
cepue that grace / than {hall we mekely knowe our owne 
Wzetchednes / holde vs payde with the delyꝛe that we 
haue to hym / with other comune thoughtes that map 
lyghtly fall vnder our pmagynacyon / as ot our ſyunes / 
oꝛ Chꝛvſtes paſſpon /oꝝ ſuche other /oꝛ elle with pꝛapers 
02 of the pſalter oꝛ ſome other / and loue hym with all our 
hertes that he wyll gyue vs ony parte of his grace. And 
pk thou do othetwyle / thou maylt lyghtly be begyled vs 
the ſptryte of errour for thy pꝛeſlumpeion / foꝛ it is greate 
koly aman by his owne wyll for to pꝛece fo moche in to 
gooſtly thynges / but yk he felte plente of grace. Foz the 
Wyle man layth ( Scrutatoꝛ maieſtatem oppꝛimetur a 
gloꝛia) That is to ſaye /a ranſaker ot the myght ot god 
and of his maieſte / without great clennes and mekenes 


chall be ouerlayde and oppꝛeſſed in bymlelfe. And ther⸗ 
fore the wple man fapch in another place on this wyle. 
(Altioꝛa te ne queſieris et foꝛtioꝛa tene ſcrutatꝰ fueris) 
That is to ſaye/hygh thynges that are aboue thy wytte 
aud thy reaſon ſeke not /e greate thynges that ate aboue 
thy myght ranfake not. By thele Woꝛdes the wyle man 
fozbedetl) not vtterly foꝛ to ſeke and ranlake gooſtly and 
heuenly thynges / but he foꝛbyddeth vs that as longe 
as We are fleſthely and not clenled fro bayne loue ok the 
Woꝛlde / that we take not vpon vs by our owne trauayle 
ne by our olone wytte to ranfakeo2 to fele gooftly theges 
and greate keruoure of the loue ot god lo moche though 
we let at nought all erthly thynges / and vs thynketh 
that we wolde foꝛ goddes loue koꝛſake all the ioyes and 
the welth of this Woꝛlde / yet are we not able and redy to 
{eke and beholde goolkly eden are aboue vs / vn⸗ 
tyll our ſoules be made pe fe d kyll it be made faddeg 
ſtable in vertues by pꝛoceſſe ok tyme and encrealynge ok 
grace. Foꝛ as ſaynt Gregory fapth / no man fodeynly is 
made ſouerayne in grace / but fro lytel he begynneth and 
by procelle wexeth vntyll he be perkyte. 
ch MIE. Bee 
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Ayu laude with thankynges manpfolde 
pelde to god/mie focourpnge mith bis grace 
This boke to fynyſſhe / whiche that ve beholde 
Scale ot perteccpon calde in euerp place 
Wherok thauctoz Walter Helton was. 


“fon mpꝛpnted at London tn Aletettecte / vy Wrubyn de 
de / dwellynge at the ſygneokthe Pc, 5 
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The Scale of Perfection 


O of the most desirable acquisitions from the library of the late 
A. Edward Newton is the Scala Perfectionis by Walter Hylton (Hil- 
ton), printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1533. The book is significant as 
representative of fourteenth-century English mystical literature. Its first 
edition appeared in 1494, being the first printed work to which the 
successor of Caxton set his name. The volume is printed in quarto form 
and with Gothic type. Under the colophon is the large device of Wynkyn 


Nov: e 


de Worde, with Caxton’s initials and sun and stars. The title-page is oc-. 


cupied by a woodcut, which shows Christ with His right arm round the 
stem of the cross, while the left hand points to a scroll with the words: 
“Fili fuge vince tace quiesce“ (Son, flee, win, be silent, be meek!). His 
head is turned toward a monk kneeling in adoration, Beneath the picture 
is the verse: 


The greatest comfort in al temptacyon 
Is the remembraunce of crystes passyon. 


But aside from its historical and typographical merits, its continued 
survival was due equally to the rhythm, dignity, and pungency of its 
prose, and the moving sincerity of its thought. It was a book read by 
high and low, learned and simple, in its day, and it has continued to be 
used as a spiritual guide even in modern times. 

Wide-spread as Hylton’s influence was, it is surprising how little 
is known about his life. He was a Canon regular at an Augustinian Priory 
at Thurgarton, near Newark in Nottinghamshire, possibly the head of 
the house. According to entries on several manuscripts, he was a “Mas- 
ter,” which meant a Doctor of Theology, and was supposed to have re- 
ceived his degree at the University of Paris. His work was highly prized 
by the Carthusians — a circumstance which may have lent weight to the 
erroneous assumption that Hylton belonged to their monastery at Sheen. 
He died in 1395-6, a little less than fifty years after the death of Richard 
Rolle, the hermit of Hampole, the first of the English mystics. Besides 
the Scale of Perfection, he left the treatise, The Song of Angels, and several 
translations, notably of St. Bonaventura. A number of other works have 
been attributed to him; he was even thought to be the author of the 
Imitation of Christ, and the Ecclesiastica Musica, which corresponds to the 
first three books of Thomas a Kempis’s famous work, occurred frequently 
in contemporary lists of his writings. 

The Scale of Perfection is addressed to an anchoress, even though 


many chapters have been adapted to apply to secluded men as well as 


women. The hermit’s life, generally associated with the early Christians 
of-the African desert, had a peculiar cult in England. Anchorites and 


anchoresses were “inclosed” in cells frequently attached to convents 
which they never left and where they expected to die. The women feclutes 
had their wants attended to by lay sisters, and they talked through a 
grating with those who sought their advice. The first guide to the spiri- 
tual life of anchoresses, which may be looked upon as the ancestor of the 
Scale of Perfection, was the Ancren Riwle composed for three noble sisters 
ladies-in-waiting at the court of Henry I, who retired to the 1 
of Kilburn in 1135. Professor R. W. Chambers of London has convincing- 
ly advanced the theory that the continuity of English prose from Saxon 
times to Thomas More survived the Norman-French influence and the 
vogue of narrative verse because of the steady stream of devotional 
prose works. It is not hard to find in the rhythm and language of these 
characteristic English productions, with their mystical fervor tempered 
by common sense, the seed that came to fruition in the Book of Common 
Prayer and the English Bible. The epistles and meditations of Richard 
Rolle, who was himself a hermit; the poignant Cloud of Unknowing, whose 
author is unknown, but which has also been attributed to Hylton and 
the Revelations of Divine Love by Dame Juliana of Norwich are Was in 
this continuous chain. 

English mysticism was rooted in orthodoxy; and its spokesmen 
while they recognized the soul’s direct communion with God, 0 280 
to urge obedience to the rule of the Church. This must be kept in mind 
in spite of the literary historian's temptation to link the vernacular re- 


ligious writers with Wycliff and the Lollards and the general trend away 


from Latin and Rome. Hylton drew his doctrines from the school of the 
monastery of St. Victor in Paris, whose twelfth-century exponent Richard 
of St. Victor was a Scotchman. However, the author of the Scale was 
indebted also to Gregory the Great, St. Bonaventura, and Dionysius the 
Areopagite. 

The Scala Perfectionis is divided into two parts, consisting of ninety- 
three and forty-six brief chapters. The first part gives the recluse simple 
directions for the attainment of pure contemplation and the avoidance 
of sinful thoughts and desires. The second part amplifies the first, with 
somewhat more theological subtleties. The author contrasts fe ac- 
tive and the contemplative life, and then explains the nature and functions 
of the latter. The contemplative life, according to Master Hylton, has 
three parts or stages: the first is attained by reason through the 8 18 
of man and the study of Scripture, but without “inwarde swetnes“; the 
second lies chiefly in affection, but without understanding of 1 
thynges,” and belongs generally to simple, unlettered folk; the third 
Benes of the knowledge and perfect love of God. The soul then feels 
a softe swete brennynge loue in hym so perfytly that he be rauysshed 
oe 11 95 ... But it is only for a short time that this ecstasy will visit 

oul. 
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In the disquisition on the “bodyly Wyttes” — that is the five senses — 
and on the lusts of the flesh, the author is no sour puritan. He does not 
value asceticism for its own sake, but only because delight in bodily sen- 
sations distracts from the greater joy of spiritual things. So also sins of 
the flesh are more venial than sins of the spirit, such as pride, envy, or 
heresy. The virtue chiefly to be sought is humility. The contemplative 
soul should not consider itself above any man, not even the “moost synful 
caytyfe that is in erth.” The author recommends discretion in eating, 
drinking, and sleeping, and avoidance of excess in penance, though not 
in love of virtue. He gives wise counsel on prayer, which ranges from 
the automatic recital of the “Pater noster” through the kind that “maketh 
a man to behaue hym in body as he were dronken” to the final quiet man- 
ner that is onely in the herte without speche outwarde.” Again he offers 
the psychologically excellent advice: “set the poynt of thy thought more 
upon God whome thou desyrest than upon the synne whiche thou re- 
preuest.” Although, like a true Augustinian, he emphasizes the efficacy 
of grace, neither its passive reception nor ascetic practice is enough. 

The second part discusses salvation through Christ’s passion and 
the need of both believing and loving; the reforming of the soul first in 
faith, then in feeling; and the sacraments of baptism and penance. It 
dwells on the imagery of light and darkness, of black clouds that rain 
“water of errours and heresyes, and on the mystical paradox in the 
“lyghtsome derkness” of self-knowledge which prepares the soul for the 
sight of Jesus. 

The volume includes a treatise generally known as the Mixed Life. 
It is addressed “to a deuoute man in temporall estate, how he sholde rule 
hym.” The devout man would like to give himself up to spiritual devo- 
tion without the hindrance of worldly business; but for him to do so 
would be against the order of charity. For “there is thre[e] maner of 
lyuynges, one is actyfe, an other is contemplatyfe, the thyrd is made of 
bothe, and that is medled.“ 

Wynkyn de Worde published the work at the command of Margaret 
Beaufort, mother of King Henry VII. Pynson reprinted it in 1506, and 
fter Wynkyn issued several other 
editions — in 1519, 1525, and 1533. The Mixed Life was included in the 
first edition as the third part of the Scale of Perfection, although it may 
have appeared as a separate pamphlet and been bound only with a few 


copies of the longer treatise. 
MARGARET MUNSTERBERG 
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